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GEOFF.  CHAUCER. 

IN  FOURTEEN  VOI.r.MKS. 

THE  MISCELLANEOUwS  PIECES 

Fnim  Vny*t  Kililinn  1711* 

THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 

From  Ttrifbilt't  Kriilion  1775. 


Greie  well  CHAUCER  whan  ye  mete 

Cf  ditees  and  uf  f<>n(;ei  glade. 

The  *Lich  he — made, 

The  londefullfilledi- overall.  COUIIR. 

My  niailicr  CHAUCER — chlefepoi?fnfBrctaync 

VTiiom  ail  this  Innde  rchulde  of  ry glit  jirrfcrrc, 

Slttx  uf  our  lanipige  he  was  the  Itxic-fierre 

That  made  hrlt  to  dyftyllcand  rz\  ne 

The  g</.d  dewe  dropys  of  fpeche  anJ  elaqucnce 

IniO'  urtunge thrush hJH excellence.  LYIJ(;a  I  C. 

The  h'.>nour  of  EnKlifli  ton.:^  is  rictc 

My  mayflcr  CHAUCER,  flourcriftlu/juence, 
Miiroiirnffni'fluousentci-.dcmcnt, 

i;ni\crfel  fadir  in  fcicnce 

Thi*  londis  verray  trcfourand  richefTc — - 

The  fiffiefynder  of  ciiirf-i' fc'inpa-jr.  OrCLKVE. 

Vcncrabill  CHAUCER,  'irinci'iall  jM)cte  but  pcrc, 
Hevinlv  trumpet,  crlcgc  a.  i!  rcr,;ilen.s 
In  eloquence  halmtjConditf  ■.•}u'.;Vi-A)} 
Mylk>  ff>untane,  clere  nrand,ai..!  ro'.it  rinll. 
Of  frcfche  endue thniw  Alhioun^l-infl  br.'.i.!.       nOUOLAS. 

O  reverend  CH.\UCER !  r(»rr  of  rcthouiis  all, 
As  in  ourc  Uninn  flour  imperial 
That  nsifc  In  Bri:ianc  evir.quha  rcit'i^  ri-'bt 
Thou  beiris  of  .Mr.l  cr»  the  triumph*  royall, 
ThclVcfchcemmilt  tcrmescclcMiall: 
Thi»  niaU'r  CKtitii  hxi*  illuminl*.  fi-.U  bricht, 
Wai  Ihnu  nocJit.  of  our  Indi^ill  f  !ic  lij'Jt, 
Surmn.intiniiCkCry  timnp  iprrpl'.ri.ill 
Aj  f".r  ^i  M".   i'i  «nf>rr  I  V  ti.ii .  .M-ii-r'.^*.  r"".M'n. 
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POETICAL  WORKS 

or 

GEOFFREY  CHAUCER. 

VOL.V. 

CONTAINING  HIS 

CANTERBURY  TALES,  •dJz. 

?«OVNESl»REEJ,TEsiTAI-E,H  :tIE  MAl.CI.'I.FS  TALE, 
<Ev:-)Nl*  SONNE5TALK,    \\  FUE  PEKoONEii  ALK, 
CilAS.VEMANKESTALE,  >> 

»c.  ffc.  &c. 

But  iiatl.cle&  certain 
I  can  right  now  no  tb.ifly  Tale  rain, 
Bit  Cii  ALCEK/ihuup.b  be  cau  Dut  Icwcdly 
On  metres  and  on  rimiug  craf;ily ) 
Ilatlt  fa^d  hem  in  fwichc  Cngli'j,  as  he  can 
of  oldc  t;mc,  as  kncvrc.fi  uiany  a  man  ; 
And  .f  he  have  rot  favU  hcin,If\oh  oihcr, 
]n  ubtXflL,  Ue  hain  fayd  hc.i.  in  xn  )rhrr> — 
^Vh^  fn  that  wol  his  la.ge  Volui.ir  Tj'.c.      i  ALEoj-yrr.  4  :/  ;. 
Oia  CHAUCER,  well  of  Fneli.'h 'ill  '-mM, 

Oa  Fame's  eternal  bead  roll  worthy  to  beiii't^ 

Ola  DanGetfrey,in  whofc gentle fi)rislit 

The  pure  well-held  of  poetry  dirt /luc'l 

He  w.iii:l  he  lived  was  the  Tovcrai^nc  bead 

Of  rticphenl'  411 •  t^Z:V .  S' , 

GldCMAl  CCR,liicethei  or*  ti  jfta-, 

Tu  us  ilifco'.crsday  frumfai ;         *'     » 

lli;  li5rjithc'iCUiit;£3:i.;cloi'J   difTcrlvil 

AVI.ich  'iiirdirlr  na.inn  !on^inviil\*'d  ;  * 

But  ae  dei'cei.dinK  tti  the  fli-  ties 

1)31  itiicfs  is^ln  '.he  age  invader.  Dr:C':."> :..' 

CliAL'CER,  mm  who  iirli  with  harir.onvinforruM 

Tliclangjaseof  «l■J^f1:her^..-Hi»|.•^en^l^lllilac 

He  fitii^of  love  or  kniqhthood,  or  ibc  wiics 

Ot  h'UTiely  life,  thro' each  e  'aic  and  ape 

Tr-cfif* ions  and  lhcfollic^r>f  ihe  world 

AVit  h  canning  hand  portraying — — 

Iliiii  wr.o  in  limes 

Dat  k  and  uncaur ht  ht^in  with  cha>-mini5  verfe 

1  ..l:»nicthcrudenefi»>f  hisnativi,-l:«nd.  AKF.\'^'PK. 
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THKCANTER&URYTALES. 


THE  NONN'ES  PREpSTES  PROL. 

I      Ho!  quod  the  Koighr,  gmul  Sirt,  Oo  more  of  ihii ; 
y,  Thityc  haa  Sud  is  right  ynoiigh  ywii, 
I      Aodmochelniorciforlitd  hefincffe  1^77 J 

j      U  right  ynough  to  mucUd  Tulk  1  geHci 

1  t»j  for  nu  U  ii  K  ifrcc  dilcfe 
*    Whcr  a<  mm  have  bin  in  grets*(lth  and  efc 
''     To  hercn  orhirfodtnlill,  aki! 
I      And  the  cDntrsiyiijnyeaniJ  gretlitlfl!,  i^'So 

Atwhfti  a  manhatli  ben  in  peurc  tll«t, 
.■>  And  (iimlieth  up  and  wcicih  fertuiial, 
)      AndthcrBbidcthin  prolperitnr : 

Swich  thing  is  gladfom  Ai  it  chinkcth  me. 

And  o!  rwiche  thing  wen  goodly  fur  tu  telle.  14  7E5 
c,  quod  ow  Hotte,  by  Stint  Vva]a  btlle 

Ve  Ijf  rigbt  (odi :  thia  Monk  hath  dapped  louac ; 

fie  fpalie  bow  Foituue  (oveidd  with  a  doudf 
lie  notwhat,  mdaljof  itrigeilie 

Itiglit  now  ye  herd;  and  pardc  no  rcTntdic      ■^790 
'  Ie  it  for  te  bewailen  ne  compbinc 

lyehm  faid,  cohere  of  hevifielTe. 
■c  Monk,  Oq  more  of  this,  fu  Cod  yoa  blcFt ; 
lur Taleannyeth  al!  ihiscoinpagnie;  'A79S 

twiche  talking  ii  not  worth  i.  batctSie, 


6  THE  MONMES  PREESTES  PROLOGUE. 

For  therin  is  ther  oo  difport  Be  game; 

Therfote  Sire  Monk,  Dan  Piers  by  your  name, 

I  pray  you  hcrtely  tell  us  fomwhat  elles, 

For  fikcrlyn'erc  clinking  of  yotir  belles  t^ico 

That  on  your  bndel  haoge  on  every  fide, 

By  heven  king,  that  for  us  alle  didc, 

I  fhuld  er  this  have  falieli  doun  fof  ilepe, 

Although  the  flough  had  ben  never  fo  depe» 

Than  hadde  your  Tale  all  ben  tolde  in  vain:  14S05' 

For  certain!  jTf  as  that  thifc  clerkcs  ftun, 

Wher  as  a  man  may  have  non  audience 

Nought  helpeth  it  to  cellen  his  fcntence ; 

And  wcl  I  WQte  the  fubftance  is  in  me 

If  any  thing  fbal  wel  reported  be.  I4810 

Sire,  fay  fom-what  of  hunting  I  you  pray. 

Nay,  quod  this  Monk,  I  have  not  luft  to  ptay : 
Now  lette  another  telle  as  I  have  told. 

Thanfpake  oure  Hofte  with  rude  fpecheand  bold. 
And  fayd  unto  the  Nonnes  Preeft  anon,  t43i5 

Come  ncre,  thou  Preeft,  come  hither,  thou  SIrcJohn  j 

iT'  1 4S 1 1 .  fayfirmvhat  of  bunting}  For  the  proprfety  of  this 
reijucft  ijc  the  note  on  vcr.  166  of  the  M4>nkcs  charaftw. 

■^.  14S16.  tbou  Sire  yobn}  I  know  not  Itow  it  ha*  luippened 
that  in  the  principal  modern  languajjcsjohn  (or  its  equivalent) 
is  .1  natne  of  contempt,  01*  at  leaft  of  flight.  So  the  ItaTiani;  ufc 
Cianm,  from  whence  Zani^  the  Spaniards  yuati,  as  Bobo  yu:in, 
.1  t.'.ulilh  John,  the  French  yean,  with  various  additions,  and. 
in  Engliih  when  wc  cail  a  man  a  yobn  we  do  not  mean  it  as  a 
title  of  lionour.  Chaucer,  in  vcr.  3708,  ufcs  yjckc  Fool  as  the 
Spaniards  do  Bolo  yiuvi,  and  I  fuppofe  yjck  AJi  has  the  fame 
ctymoh  j:y. — ^Thc  title  of  S/.t  wa.s  ufually  given,  by  courieiy, 
to  piicHj  both  fecular  and  icgular. 


TSE  KOKRIS  rREtlTtS  TALt«  7 

Telle  us  fwidie  thing  as  may  our  herteR  glade : 
Be  blithe  althoogfa  thoa  ride  opon  a  jade. 
What  though  thin  horfe  be  bothe  foule  and  lene  ? 
If  he  wol  ferve  thee  xecke  thee  not  a  bene :       14820 
Lole  that  thyn  herte  be  mery  evermo. 

Yes,  Hofte,  quod  he,  to  nu>te  I  ride  or  go 
But  I  be  mery  ywis  I  wol  be  blamed. 
And  right  anon  his  Tale  be  hath  accamed ; 
And  thiiB  he  faid  unto  us  ererich  on,  1482^ 

This  fwetc  Preefi,  this  goodly  man,  Sire  John. 

THE  NONNES  PREESTES  TALE. 

A-  Poure  widewe,  fomdel  (loupen  in  age. 

Was  whilom  dwelling  in  a  narwe  cotage 

Beiide  a  grove  ftonding  in  a  dale. 

This  widcwe,  which  I  tell  you  of  my  Talc,      14  83* 

Sin  thilke  day  that  (he  was  laft  a  wif 

In  patience  led  a  ful  fimple  lif. 

For  litel  was  hire  catel  and  hire  rente ; 

By  hufbondry  of  fwiche  as  God  hire  ftnte 

She  found  hircfelf  and  eke;  hire  doughtren  two. 

Three  large  ^owes  had  ftie,  and  no  mo,  14  ^36 

Three  kinc,  and  eke  a  (heep  that  hi^hte  Malic : 

Ful  footy  was  hire  boure  and  eke  hire  halle, 

In  which  (he  cte  many  a  flendcr  mcle ; 

Of  poinant  fauce  ne  knew  fhe  never  a  dele :      14840 

Tbg  Notmes  Preejlet  Tafi}  Of  a  cock  and  a  l.cn  ;  the  nioraU 
whereof  is  to  embrace  true  friends,  and  to  beware  of  iiat:er- 
crs.  Urry» 


* 


TBET  SaHVtS  PREESTrS  TALE.  1 1 

1  pray  you  that  ye  take  it  not  a^ivfe  (     '    • 
By  Ood  memette  I  wa»  ia  fwiche  mifchefo  •    149CO 
Ri^ht  now,  that  yet  min  herte  is  fore  afright. 
Now  God  (qiiod  he)  my  fweven  rccchc  aright. 
And  kepe  my  body  ont  of  fouie  prifoiin. 

Me  mettc  how  that  f  romed  up  and  doun 
Within  our  yerde,  wher  as  I  faw  a  bede  tAO^S 

Was  like  aii  hound,  and  wold  han  made  areile 
Upon  my  body,  and  ban  had  me  ded : 
His  colour  was  becwix  yelwe  and  red, 
And  tipped  was.his  tail  and  both  his  eres 
With  black,  unlike  the  remenant  of  his  herrs:  14910 
His  fuout  was  fmal,  with  flowing  eyen  twey ; 
Yet  for  hisjoke  almoft  for  fere  1  dey  2 
This  caufcd  me  my  groning  douteles. 

Away,  quod  Ihe ;  fy  on  you  hertcles ! 
Alas !  quod  fhe,  for  by  chat  God  above  ^49 '5 

Now  han  ye  lofl  myn  hcrte  and  all  my  love : 
I  Ccinnot  love  a  coward  by  my  faith; 
For  ccrics,  whatfo  any  woman  faith, 

%•.  I49I4' -*'^''^v,  «7.*w./>Z-£'j  I  have  horc  inadvertently  fol- 
lowed rhc  printed  copies;  but  inilcad  oF  i^vv>  tlic  belt  inif. 
rca  1  f  vr/,  which  is  more  likely  to  have  been  ufcd  by  Cliaucor. 
The  word  occur*  frequently  in  t.hc  French  Fahlluux^  IS'*..  Ste 
t.  ii.  p.  i43,  ^.  The  vtKrabulary  at  the  end  of  that  volume  ren- 
der* .ivoi  h'l.ifj  but  it  fi-cms  to  fignify  no  more  than  our  .7- 
n'JV  .'  The  it^ruiui  ufc  t'ia !  in  the  fame  m.inncr.  RoDun  Ji 
Troy:,  mf  ; 

Li»r-  Hit  Thoas,  Aroif  cr'!  f 
ttirc  Avhillcs,  votis  ditcs  icaI, 


^4  tittjidiriisi  nrtxiTftt.TA&ij 

of  catapuoe  or  of  gaitre  beries. 
Or  herberre  frcnrisg  in  o«r  yerd  thtt  may  n^ 
Picke  hem  right  p  they  grow»  ui4  ett  licm  io« 
Beth  9ery,huiboDd;  for  jovMerkih  i 

Dredeth  no  dreme :  I  can  fiiy  yon  no  mon.     t4ff$ 

Madanie»^odlte»jfr«ti/flwheyof  jonrkMi    •   \ 
But  natfaeles  at  totiduDg  Dan  Cacob, 
That  hath  of  wi£loiae  fwicfae  a  gfct  fenoiui^  * 
Though  that  he  bada  no  dreaealar  to  drcdts 
By  God  men  rnona  in  olde  booket  rede  I498Q 

Of  many  a  man  more  ol  an^oritee 
Than  ever  Caton  was,  fo  mote  I  the. 
That  all  the  reveiH  (ayn  ttf  his  fentence» 
And  hah  wel  founden  by  eiperienct 
That  dremes  ben  figotfieatiom  M^J 

As  wel  of  jorye  avtnbnlations 
That  folk  eodurcn  in  tbts  lif  pfefent : 
l^her  nedeth  make  of  this  non  argument; 
'J^he  veray  prcve  fliewetb  it  indede. 

On  of  the  greteft  auAonrs  that  men  rede     14990 
iSalth  thus,  that  whilom  twey  felawes  wente 
On  pilgrimage  in  a  ful  good  entente^ 

ir  1 497 1 .  eatapucif}  CatapuxMa,  Rak  cMafmci,  Fr.  a  kind  of 
fpurec. 

♦ .  1 4990.  On  oftbc  gret^  audaurs]  Cfceto  Idc  Dii'tn.  1. 1.  c« 
11  ^  rcrlatcs  this  and  the  following  ftory,  but  in  a  contrary  or* 
iter,  and  with  fo  many  other  difTerences  that  one  rtiight  be  led 
t  o  fufped  that  he  was  here  qudted  at  fecond  hand,  if  it  were  not 
uiual  with  Chaucer  in  thefe  ftortet  of  familiar  life  to  throw  In 
a  number  of  natural  cb'cumttancet  not  to  be  found  in  his  offi- 
t^u\.il  authors. 
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Crete  well  CHAUCER  wbaa  ye  mete— - 
Of  ditees  and  of  fonge«  glade. 
The  which  be — made. 
The  londe  fullfiUed  is  overall.  GOWER. 

My  maiBerCUAUCER— ^hlefepoete  of  Bretayae— - 
TXThom  all  this  londe  f cholde  of  ry gbt  preferre, 
81th  of  ourlaagage  he  was  theIode.Aerre~— 
That  made  firA  to  dyfkylle  and  ray  ne 
The  gold  dewe  dropys  of  fpeche  and  eloquence 
Into  our  tunge  thriigh  his  excellence.  LYOG  ATE. 

The  hontiur  of  EngUfli  tong  is  drde — 
My  may  &er  CHAUCER,  floure  of  eloquence, 
Mirrour  of  f  nidtuousentendement, 
Univerfel  fadir  in  fcicnce— — 
This  ilondis  verray  trefour  and  richelTe-— > 
The  firOe  f  ynder  of  our  fa^  re  Iingage.  OCCLEVi. 

Vencrabill  CHAUCER,  nrincipall  poetc  bat  pere, 

Hevinly  trumpet,  orlcgc  a.  d  regkl^jTs 

In  eloquence  ba!me,condicl3;id,'ibll, 

My llcy  fountane,  ciere  ftrand,  aud  rols  riall, 

Of  frefchecnditcthrnw  Albioun^IanA  braid.       DOUGLAS* 
O  reverend  CHAUCER!  rofeof  rcthourisall. 

At  in  ourc  tounx  flour  imperial 

That  raifc  in  Brittanc  evir,  quha  reidis  risht 

Thou  beiris  of  iMalccrs  the  triumphs  rnyall. 

The  frefche  enrmilt  termes  ccleftiall : 

This  mat£rci)utb  haif  illuminit  full  bricht. 

Was  thou  nuclit,  of  our  Infjtisall  tbcllgtit. 

Surmounting  every  tming  terrcflrial! 

Asfar  as  M.a/i'*  morrow  «l«is  mi'lniqht.  DtTVHAR. 

'    .-..'■■■■  —I  — 


VOL.  V. 
E  D  I  N  B  U  R  G : 

AT  TBEgipoUCj^XZ^^^  BY  THE  M^^T\^^» 


X6  ,vm  VMIins  fftBlSTM.TAft*. 

Behold  my  Mod/ wovodesdepeuidw^djp^;  I5oaC  ^ 
Arife  up  erlyin  tlie  simwc  tide, .  v.  .  : ,  .  .  /  y 
And  at  the  weft  gate  of  the  tom  (food  he)  i     . 

Acartefu^ofdoQgctherihaltthotilcey  ^  •  .  '  ] 
In  which  my  body  i^hidprively;,  IJO^     j 

Do  thilke  carte  amftea  beUely. 
My  gold  cauicd  BJy  mordre,  foth  to  fiun. 
And  told  him-eveiy  point  how  he  w.uilAii>.   . 
Withafulpttoafr&cc,  pale  ofhew«;  '    -.     . 

And  trufleth  wel  his  drcme  he  found  fill  trewc; 
For  on  the  morwe  a«  Cone  as  it  wa»  day  a  JO^ 

To  his  felawes  iane  he  toke  hit  way, 
And  whan  that  he  came  co  thi^  oies  ftadie      ,..       .  • 
After  his  felaw  he  began  to  ealle. 

The  hoftcler  aBlwered  him  anon^  .   ^035 

And  faide.  Sire,  your  felaw  is  agon  ; 
As  fone  as  day  he  went  out  of  the  touis . 

This  man  gan  fallen  in  fufpecioun,    • 
Remembring  on  his  dremesi  that  he  mette,' 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  lenger  wold  he  lette»     X5040 
tinto'the  wefl  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  (long  .-carte  as  it  went  for  to  dong  lond» 
That^was  arraied  aa  the  lame  wife 
As  ye  ban  herde  the  dede  man  deviie. 
And  with  an  harde  herte  he  gan  to  ale  Si045 

Vengeance  and  }u(lice  of  this  felonie  ;  .   ■ 

My  felaw  nnu'dred  is  this  fame  night. 
And  in  this  carte  he  Uth  gaping  upright. 


THE 

POETICAL  WORKS 

GEOFFREY  CHAUCER. 

VOL,V. 

CONTAINING  BIS 

CANTERBURY  TALES*  w«. 

IE!fONN£SrR£ESTXSTALE,|  THE  MANCIPLES  TALE, 
IE  SECOND  NONMES  TALE,   fl  THE  tlLlLiOSKi  TALE, 
IBCUAikTSMANIiESTALE, » 

ffe.  tfc  tfc. 

But  osthelet  certain 
1 CAA  right «ow  au  thrifty  Tale  fola, 
Vat  CMAUCERy  (though  he  can  bat  lewedty 
Ott  metres  aad  on  rimisg  craftily) 
Oath  fayd  liem  in  fvlche  EagUih  at  he  can 
Of  oldctimejaa  kaovcth  many  a  man ; 
And  if  IMB  liave  not  fiiyd  hem,  leve  h< otbei^ 
In  o  tMMMcy  he  hath  £ayd  hem  in  uuther—— 
Who  fn  that  wol  bit  large  Volunie  feke.     l'ALES,«er.  446 {• 
Oaa  CHAUCER,  well  of  Engltm  iindrfil'd. 

On  Fame's  eternal  bead-roll  worthy  to  be  jLi'd— » 
Old  Dan  Geffrey,  in  whofe  gentle  fpright  * 
The  pure  well>head  of  poetry  did  d«  eM<~.- 
Be  wbJlil  he  lived  was  the  fuveraigne  head 

OfOicphenis&ll •      >  SrE^tSES* 

Old  CHAl'CER,  lilcetbe  r  torr  if  3  fta-. 

To  us  difco  vert  day  f  rum  far  ^ 

His  ligut  thoie  Qiitts  an<l  doiul'-.  diToIv^d 

Which  fiurd^rk  naiiun  longinvoivM ; " 

But  ne  defceiiding  to  the  lh.-)de«  ^ 

Darknefs  again  tbe  age  invades.  DENIIAM. 

CHAUCER,  him  who  flrli  with  htrmnny  inform'd 

Tbclanguage  of  our  fathert~.Hia  legends  blitne 

He  fang  of  love  ur  knighthood,  or  tbe  wilea 

Of  homely  life,  thro' each  etlate  and  age 

Tbe  fafhions  aud  tbe  follies  of  tbe  world 

A^'ith  cunning  hand  portraying—^ 

Him  who  in  times—— 

Dark  and  unuarht  began  with  charming  verfe 

Tu  tame  the  rudenefs  of  his  native  land.  AKENSTDE. 

EDINBURG: 

AT  THE  ZjfQttH  IPrefU,  BY  THlt  M.X^T:\^%. 


i8  miKoiiKi*  rmtiiTis  TAtf> 

That  flood  ful  mery'ilpiMi  labivenfUb: 
But  ofl  a  diy,  igciii  tfce  e*ED  tide,  . 
The  yrind  gan  chsngVi  and  blew,  right  ai  luMi  lefi  ; 
JolifudglxdtbcyweDtUiluhii'iea,  IjcSo 

And  caUcD  hem  tuialj  lor  to  (uk] 
BuciolhatominklBgTttinerniln    .. 
That  oa  of  hem  is  SLe^ng  u  he  1^ : .  -. 
He  metce  ■  wsnder  drcme  a^iiD  the  daf  : 
Htm  thought  aiDHiilaodky  bit  bcddu  fide,  J5C8j 
And  him  comnuiided  that  be  Auld  abide, 
Andfaidhlmthut;  If  thou  to-mDnne  weade 
Thou.lhall  be  dtetDt  jjiiy  tale  ii  at  an  ewJc. 

He  woke,  and  cold  bh  Sc]wk  wbal  be  met. 
And  praiedhimbiiviage  forU)  let)  IJC9O 

Ai  for  chat  daf  he  pnji  him  for  to  abidi. 
Hia  felaw,  that  U;  by  hii  bcddei  fide, 
'    Gan  for  w  Uogh,  and  fcoroed  bim  ful  faAe  1 
Ni>  dreme,  (juod  he,  may-fomj  hericagafte 
That  I  wol  kten  for  to  do  my  thingei ;  >S^9S 

I  fclte  Dot  a  draw  by  thy  dremir>fc<s, 
ForfweTenibenbulTaniteeiandjapei: 
Mcndremealday  ofouleiandofapea, 
AnJekeofminjr  amifetherwithil; 
Mmdremf  nf  thing  tliat  never  wen  nefliil.     IjtCO 
£ut  iith  1  ft-c  that  thoii  wolt  here  abide. 
And  thui  forflouthen  wilfully  thy  tide. 
Cod  not  it  reweth  me;  and  have  good  day; 
Andtbualic  took  bit  Icie,  and  went  his  way. 


But  or  ihat  hehxIhalEliitCDurs  yfjiW. 
Not  L  nut  vwliy  DC  what  incr<:haiic<:  it  aikd, 
But  cafueUy  (he  Ihippei  bottom  rente. 
And  fhip  and  man  aaiei  the  natei  wetitc 
to  Egttt  of  utbei  (hippca  thcrbeGde 
That  with  him  faiW  »t.the  fame  tide. 

And  therfore,  fsire  Pirwloie  fo  dcrt, 
By  fwichc  enfatnpln  olde  nisifi  (hou  tirrc 
Thai  no  man  Hiulde  be  to  rcccheles 
0(  drones,  for  I  fiiy  thee  (toutelo 
That  niauy  ■  dremt  ful  fore  »  for  to  drsdc, 

Ld,  in  Ihclif  of  Seint  Kendmc  [  rcdc. 
That  was  KenulpbuBrime,  the  noble  King 
'OC  Mercejirikc,  hotv  Keoelm  meite  a  tjiing. 
AUtd  or  he  were  murdrtd  OD  a  day 
His  mordre  In  his  avifion  he  fay ; 
His  notice  him  eiptnined  every  del 
Hisfwcvtn,  and  bade  him  for  to  Itepe  him  w. 
Fro  irefjo :  but  he  o'ls  but  kven  yen  old, 
And  thc[f.)re  liicl  tale  hath  he  mid 
Of  any  dreme,  fo  holy  wan  bin  herte. 
£y  God  I  h.idde  lever  tlian  my  Iherte 
That  ye  had  red  his  legend  ai  have  T. 

"UmcPerttlote,  I  Toy  you  trewcly, 
Macrnbiu',  that  wTit  the  .iTifian 
In  Afirike  at  the  worthy  Scijiion, 

Et^liUi  Golden  Lcecnde. 


r 


Afficaletli  drnM*,  Mid  r*7tli  t>M  dl«y  bes 
Warning  of  diJOgN  thu  ttCli  after  Dmd.  ' 

Aod  fbrthcrMtN,  I  pn^jnoa  Uicdi  wd 
In  The  OUsTtAMMU  of  Dwicl. 
IfhebeIildrein«>uy«(iii*M,  (jij; 

IU4e  dw  of  JeA^,  end  ther  teln  fefee 
Whei  dretnei  bn  foMtinu  (I  <ay  not  lUe] 
Wuning  of  diiasM  tkit  fculn  tfier  Ule. 

Loke  of  Efipt  the  king,  Dui  PhHM, 
Hi*  baker  tndhiiboteleriUa,  IJM^ 

Wiwdn  thef  at  fehcn  son  sffia  in  drcmu. 
Who  lb  woUbkai  a^si  of  foodtr  rctnsi 
May  rede  ofdfenie*  Duny  >  woadw  rtting, 

Lo  Crcftw,  which  thit  mu  of  Lfdie  king, 
Mectc  he  not  tlut  he  lift  apoo  ■  tree  ?  ij  I4J 

Which  fignificd  be  ftnld  uthingod  be. 

Lo  hire  Aodronucha,  HeAorei  wif. 
That  <kr  that  Hedoi  flmlde  lefe  hit  lif, 

>.  ist^l.U  bin /Mnnaiba]  Wc  miiA  not  look  <iir  thb 
dream  or  Andromicht  Ln  Homer:  the  flilt  iiithor  vho  ntiin 
It  b  Ihc  AOltlsui  Dam,  c.  nlv,  ind  chiui:oc  vay  inotubljr 

been  tlut hLftorrorDAre*  which  CTuldoproftflffi  to foUowiUHl 
Iiu  indeed  ilnoA  entlicly  tranaited.  A  full  dircuOion  of  chli 
pniriEf  by  4  comfurlfon  of  Gulcla'a  wofk  with  thtkem.  diTroyt^ 
wnuld  require  moie  time  and  imlni  thin  [  am  inclined  to  iM- 
ttow  upon  It.  I  vlll  juft  mention  i  circumltuice  whkb.  iCit  ciB 
be  verl lied, will  bring  thequcRion  toamucli  IhntlR  declfuin. 
The  ltr>  Darah  Fbryt"  GaSiiii  •tan.  In  the  AmbrnTun  II> 
brjiry,  of  ulUch  MDnlfiucon  i^eiki,  DIar.  nil.  p,  19, 1)  un- 


Slir  drfmed  on  ihe  fanic  iiight  haforoc 
Hon  (hat  the  Kf  of  Hc<5tor  Oiuld  be  lonie 
If  thiike  day  hi  wtjft  into  bataillc  i 
She 'warned  him,  bucitmi^hcnnt  svaille; 
He  went  forth  fur  to  lighten  D»thtlc3, 
And  na<  yOain  aooA  of  dchiUei. 

But  thilkc  talc  iiai  to  hug  to  t«l1e, 
And  eke  it  ii  nigh  day.  Imayiiatdwclle. 
Shorllyirjy_Mforc 
That  I  (kal  han  of  ihl 
Adrcrfitce  ;  and  I  la}  ....^.e, 

Thnt  >  n;  tell  of  laiati .« iie  Dure, 


For  they  ben  wti 

jnow,l» 

olitwd: 

Ihtmdeffiejilo 

cherone 

eradd. 

But  let  U!  fpfl: 

of  mirth 

andlUnrealith 

Madame  Peitejo 

cfohaveibitM. 

Of  a  ihini;  C  od  haih  fept  nie  iBTgc  Rnce, 
for  whan  I  fee  the  ^avccc  of  your  face. 

Ye  be.i  fo  ItaikE  red  shuni  y.,at  even. 

hmaketh  Jlmy 

dredefoi 

odien; 

weta  »hicli  lie  there  qooted  dliTor  no  ciBcrnfft  fr.  m 
Glnnlnei>fBeni|ta-KtiiKBiiii]ii£yUi^44SatllE«ua'i 
uftnllydoaftninaiTiDre modern  ont.  Ifihweftm;  wr 
pcildiiponHontfiiuc™*iiuilEtn'ciil,ili«rbr lot  wine 

%%  TIC  MOKMtl  PttllTtS  TALE. 

For  al  fo  GkcrmI»^mcifU 

Afuikr  ^  kmiHit  uit/mjk^  IJT 

(  Maditne,  the  fenieiice  df  diii  LMine  it» 

Womu  u  ■MOOM  joye  aad  nuoMietblits} 

For  whan  I  fek  a-idigfat  your  lofte  fide, 

Al  be  it  that  I  may  not  oo  yon  ride. 

For  that  onrperdie  it  made  IbaarwCyalat!     151; 

I  am  fo  fill  o£  joye  and  of  feks 

That  I  deffie  bothe  fwetes  and  dreme. 

And  with  that  word  he  flew  do«B  fro  the  heme, 
For  it  was  day,  and  eke  fait  heimes  alle, 
Andwithachakhogafthemfortocalle,       ijil 
For  he  had  found  a  com  lay  in  the  yerd. 
Real  he  wat,  he  waa  no  more  a£erd; 
He  fetherad  Pertelote  twenty  time, 
And  trade  hire  eke  at  oft,  er  it  wu  j^rime : 
He  loketh  at  it  were  a  grim  leonn,  f  i  I  \ 

And  on  hu  toot  he  rometh  np  and  doon ;. 
Him  deigned  not  to  fet  hit  feet  to  ground : 
He  chukketh  whan  he  hath  a  com  yfound, 
And  to  him  rennen  than  hit  wivet  alle. 

Thi^realataprinceitinhithalle  15I) 

Leve  I  thit  Chauntedere  in  hit  pafture. 
And  after  wol  I  tell  hit  aventure. 

♦.  t5t69,fijtir  as  In  frhteifki}  Bee  the  note  00  ver.  a j 

^The  next  line  to  uken  ftom  the  fabulous  conference  t 

tween  the  Emperour  Adrian  and  Secundus  the  philoTopher, 
which  ftmw  account  ha«  been  j^ven  in  n.  on  ver.  6777  { **  ^ 
f  fft  mulier  f  Hominii  confiilio,  InfaturibUl*  btftiat**  19'c. 


EMitt*  TALI, 


iwcrcilTo 

Vf  d*f  u  tad  IVM 

lillhiipiidc, 

umbefidg, 

ghtc  rouDe, 

lahadde  yronDC 

•dlumwhMniac 

HOB  ocker  lore, 

cwnithbliefulAcTeti. 

ibcn  up  an  hCTCIi 

ndmoreTwii)         ISKJ 

irldciblM, 

■d]  I  have  vmtqrrt  to  depirt 
piEiCCi  Ihey  ill  rud  frinn  in- 
lemr  f.  I.  hu  dill  Dole  Intlie 
cZi  plainty  TuppoCa  tLs 


I  but  I  cbiat  by  ■  left  ptol 


94  THE  N0NNE8  PREStfTtS  tAtE* 

Hcrkcncth  thife  blisful  briddcs  how  they  fing, 
And  fee  the  ^rdhefloures  how  they  fpting;  . 
Fulisminheiteof  revel'andlbhtt.  '   . 

\  I       . 

But  fodenty  him  fell  a  ibrwofol^M,  • '  Xf^ti 
For  ever  the  latser  ende  of  joyv  is  ^o$  ■ ' 

God  wote  that  wordly  joye  it  fooe  igto  ;  ^ 

And  if  a  rethor  coude  faire  indite        -  ^  i'.t 

He  in  a  chronidemighc  it  faufly  write  •' 

A 8 for  afbveraind liotabilitee*  '  I5 M 

Now  every  Wife  man  let  bini  herken  in# ; 
This-ftofy  i»al  fo  trewe,  I  undertake^  ... 
As  is  the  book  of  Lauocelot  du  iiiJce, 
That  womco  holde  in  ful  gretTevertnce. 
Now  wol  I  turne  tgen  to  my  fentence.  15 ti 

A  col  fox,  ful  of  fleigh  iniquitee, 
That  in  the  grove  had  wonned  yeres  three, 

tr .  I  ;z  1 5.]  At  the  fide  of  this  verfe  1»  written  in  the  mai^ 
of  inf.  C.  Petrus  Comfort  tointhnate,  I  Tuppore,  that  tHta  ma 
im  tdtot)e  found  iA  the  H/JoriaScbolqjf  tea  of  that  author,  w] 
ivas  a  celebrated  commentator  on  the  Bible  in  the  1  ath  cc 
tury.  See  Tabrkius^  Bib.  Med.  JEtat.  in  v. 

^.  15211:  'Acatfox}  SIcinner  interprets  th!»  a  I>Iack!fh  fio 

as  if  it  were  a  coUfoXt  G\.  Vrr.  lti«  much  caficr  to  refute  tl 

interpretation  tlian  to  aifign  the  true  one.  C0// appears  fru 

ver.  15389  to  luve  been  a  common  name  for  a  dog':. in  coi 

poiition  It  U  to  be  taken  in  malam  p^irtenir  but  in  wliat  pr<c 

lento  I  cannot  lay.  .See  Chaucer's  H.  of  F.  b.  iii.  187*  CoU-tr 

gciour — andio  tltf  Mirr.forMig.  Leg,  ofGlcnAour^  fol.  127, 

co</>j  :pbet  is  plainly  put  for  a  fallc  lying  propht;t.  Hej'H'OoU  ( 

a;i  epigram  o/CoU'propbett  Cent.  vi.  ep.  Sy. ; 

Thy  propbefy  puyfonly  to  the  prickcRotbi 
(Mtprophtt  and  colc^iifon  thou  trt  bwUx, 

2 
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Bf  higliiiiiagiiiJittoiiidrecBft,  . 

The  fame  ni^  thnrgiiooc  the  bcfges  brail 

Into  the  yerd  ther  Chauatcclere  the  ^re        li  sti 

Was  wont»  and  eke  hit  wtvet,  to  repoure, 

Amd  IB  a.bedie  of  wortet  ftiUe  he  lay 

Till  It  was  pafled  uiidcniof  the  day, 

Wakmg  hit  time  on  Cfaannteclere  to  falle, 

Ai  glacQy  don  thiie  bomiddn  alte  15  sjo 

That  in  await  Uggeo  to  mordre  men. 

O  falfe  morderonr !  racking' in  thy  dcD, 
O  newe  Scariot,  newe  Oeneloo! 
O  falfe  diffimoloiir,o  Greek  Sinon! 
That  broughteft  Troye  al  utterly  to  forwe,     15S35 

0  Chaniitedare!  acenrfied  he  the  morwe 
That  then  into  thy  yerd  flew  fro  the  hemes; 
Thou  were  f ul  wel  ywamed  by  thy  dreme» 
That  thilke  day  was  periloos  to  thee : 

Bat  what  that  God  forcwote  moft  nede«  be,    15  240 

And  In  hit  Pn^firhial  Diahiues,  p.  i.  ch.  x.  he  hat  the  ibDow- 
la^UiMij 

C9U  aader  caaflyk  (he  caji  plaic  on  both  hsiidi } 

DifflmalMliMi  wM  fbe  aaderllandt. 

1  will  add  an  allufion  of  our  Author  in  The  T^.  o/Lovf,  b.  U« 
to  a  ftory  of  one  Collo^  which  I  cannot  explain ;  **  Bufiris  flewe 
his  {dlea«  and  he  was  flain  nf  HercuIcK  his  gcfte.  Hugeft  betray 
**  (bed  many  men,  and  of  OoUo  was  he  betrayed.** 

^.  15x40.  But  what  that  God}  This  paflage  has  been  tranf* 
lated  faito  (rather  eiej^nt)  Latin  iamblcks  by  Sir  11.  Savil,  in 
Ms  (ireface  to  Bradwardin,  Di  Cmifia  Dii,  Lend.  161 8.  8ee  the 
Teftimonies,  Is^e.  vol.  XIII.  Our  Author  hao  difcuflfed  this  que- 
fton  of  the  divine  preftieBcc,Cs^c.  more  at  lar|;c  in  his  Troilus^ 
b.  hr,  fhHn  ver.  957  co  Ter.  1078}  it  is  an  addition  uf  his  own, 
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After  the  opi  mon  of  ceitiUi  ciMfli«'" .  i  v 
Witnefle  cdiUvrthit  Afpwfit«lcck% 
Tbtt  kk  fcole  wjtret  tkerookii 
In  this  matcnudgret  dHpwifiMi^ ';  l 
Aiid  h»th  ben  of.«o  hundred  thimfiifari 
But  I  ne  cannot  hoolt st.tothe hten. 
At  can  the  holy  Oodovf  Attguftitt,   . 
Or  Soccc,  or  the  Bai^op  Br»dwtrdini 
Whether  chat  Qeddea  worthy  forewctjag  > 
Streincth  n^eiwdely  for  to.doD  tthiog* :    • 
(Ncdely  cirpe  I  ilmple  neceffitee)" . 
Or  cUrs  if  free  choU  be  graotedme- 
To  fki.thut  fame  thing  or  ddJt  aou^hty  - 
Thoit{i:h  Got)  forcwot  tc  or  that  it  «at>witmg 
Or  if  hi*  w«ring  ftrciueth  Mver  a  del 
But  hv  neccUitee  condicioueL . ' 
1  wul  not  h:in  tu  don  of  fwiche  matcre  \  > 
My  7'tilc  i«  of  a  cok,  at  ye  may  here, 
Tiut  took  hi«  coqfetl  of  hit  wif  wtth  forwc 
*ru  walkcn  in  the  yerd  upon  the  morwe 
Thttt  he  had  met  the  drenie»  as  t  you  told.. 
M'onicnncfl  confciles  ben  ftd  often  cold } 
WumcnucK  confeil  brought  ui  firft  to  yvo» 
Ami  nude  Adam  fro  Paradif  td  go; 
Ther  ai he  was ful  mer^  and  welat  efe : 
Uut  for  1  u'ot  to  whom  I  niight  dlTplefe 

ufwhicli  there  Is  notraceintkePl)iU^flratOAfBcjC< 


(Dolcil  oF  womui  wolilc  btunc. 
PaOi;  over,  Sot  I  taiii  il  in  my  game. 
Hedf  aiiiaijursmherlhcy  treteof  IwithEmattw,  i  ■ 
Aad(i'hattbeyr>ynofwonicnyemomih«e-  >J170 
^iTe  bcDlhc  Cokket  wordei and n« mine; 
Ian  noD  hanneaf  do  woman  dcvins. 

ire  in  ihe  tuad,  to  bath  hiie  iccri'.f. 
Ulh  Pmc lote,  BDdall  hire  fufler.  hy, 
Vkgcin  ihffoune,  snd Cl)auntccl<rc  hiiiee        I<>75 

meiriu  than  ihe.mvrmaul  is  ihi  fic, 
»orPh;fiologii*fay[biikctly  -.   . 

How  thai  they  fingen  vel  nnd  merily,: 

And  To  hefdl  thntashc  can  hiicyc 
^iDB);  till:  wnrtrtcnabotcrflic  tjiSo 

Mntliiiig  ne  liithim  thanoi  fur  to  tr»Wi 
But  ciied  iDua  Cot,  cok,  and  up  hr  Hane 
nan  that  w^  afiraie^^in  hi9  hLrtc, 
naturelly  a  beeil  iStfir^ih  Bfe      -    .  ,  Ij  igj 

bi>  contraiie  jf  (w-.mfl  it  fee, , .       . .  ■ 

etT=cntllMPftui«'l'«'y.rf(A'fl'»'Tiiliij»lf'W'"i'"i.Uy"n': 


Ut  aUo  K.  E.  vn.  lil 


tX  t»t  iiaiiNaa  nmrtt  tAtt. 

Though  he  aercrtcft  hw)  ttta  It  wMi  hh  e3>«. 
Thii  Chauntederc,  whan  ht  gan  hhn  tlpk. 
He  void  bu  fledj  hot  chw  the  foi  man 
Said,  Geotil  Sire,  ilai  I  whit  trnl  ye  doA?      IJ^ 
Be  yc  iFnid  of  in«  that  un  foOr  frmd  f 
Now  certet  I  were  werle  than  any  Fend 
If  [  to  you  wold  barme  or  vftanie. 
i  a'iia  not  come  yoDt  codTcil  to  ePpie, 
But  trcwely  ths  raare  of  my  comiog  Ij' 

Waa  oaly  for  ta  htriin  how  ye  Rug, 
For  trewcly  ye  han  as  mery  a  flcvcn 
Ai  any  angd  hath  ihic  ii  <n  licvcli, 
Therwith  yc  hao  af  inDlike  more  ItUog 
Than  had  Boece,  or  any  that  can  Gng.  IJ ; 

My  Lord,  your  fader  (G»d  his  ronle  bleSe) 
Aod  eke  your  tnoder  of  hire  gentflie<Te 
Han  in  myn  hou«  yben,  to  my  gret  efe, 
And  cettcs,  Site,  fol  Siio  wakl  1  yon  ptde. 
But  for  meafpekcDfEngiDjc,  I  not  fey,  Ij; 

So  mote  I  broukcn  wel  nun  eyen  ttrey, 
Save  you  dc  herd  1  oerer  tnan  To  liaf 
At  did  your  fader  i^  the  tnorwenlog ;   * 
CcrtesicwaiofherteallthalhefoDg: 
AndrnrtomakehiiTnischemDienrong         IJ, 
He  wold  fo  peine  him,  that  with  both  hi>  eyen 
He  mude  winke,  fit  loud  be  woldectiea, 
And  Handle  on  his  tiptoon  theiivilhal. 
And  .Irctchcn  iurth  bii  D^cki:  lone  ind  Imal, 


And  eke.he  yftmmwmwt  ■difactipnv  v^i  ^^  .  x/sij 
That  thier  n*«iio  nJUi in  no regkm  .: :  ;- 
That  him  ii&fdagonwifii^ioim  mig^palCt.;.     ■      ' 
IhavewelM:'i»Daa,B«r]idtheajSfs  i..ilt  ..i  .'.;.ii';  . 
Among  hit  Ters,  how  that  ther  "vpasa-iSebv '■  ^  ' 
Thatforapr0Fftciiibne^]rftTehim»kbok,'  -  v  1^31(6 
Upon  Jiis  log",'  whik  h^: vm  yonge  aodwoe, '  •:  r  -  1 
Henuuk^himiDrjtQlBCeiibhencfice;!  •:.'  \  ..f<  •*    ' 
Bot  certain  tber  iaaelcacnparilbn:.    •  -  "^  "  ::i ';  t  r  ' . 
JBetwtz the wifdom MMl^cittfioo     '"•  i.  r  '1 .'.«:/ 
Of  youre  fadpr  and  bis fiibtilitee.  .'.'■'  \  iS3 ^5 

Kowfiogetht-Qine^iorSeioteCharittet-    .'  k'!*;/. 
.Let  fee,  cad  ye  yduriadcr  cootrefete?^    «  •  •-       •  •  t 

This  ChauBtecierdhi*  winger  gahl6*bctdj  b  < ; 
Aamanthatcondnothiatrcfonerpiej:,.  .;  ik.I  :.<  .' 
So  was  he  ratiihed  with  his  flatoiic.    .: ,.     -  i  15 .1(30 

^.15318.  in  Dan  Bumet  the  qffi^  The  ft<iry  illudcd  to  Is  in 

a  poem  uf  Nigel -V^reker,  entitled  Bunullw^feu  S^jxulumftul' 

tor  urn,  written  in  tbetiope  uf  Ridijird  I.  Tiie  fuj^fi^nce  yf  riie 

ftory  is  in  GK"  Vrr.  yr.'Rumel.  The  poem  itfclf  is  in  ino't  c()l- 

ledions  of  mfl'. :  the  printed  copies  arrmorerarcthoupiliTFTcrc 

have  beenTevcral  edition*  gfit.  See  Uyj'er,  HJi.  Fa.  MeU^njif 

P'  751*  3. Bunull\i  ufed  as  a  nickname  for  the  aft  in  tlic 

Cb€/er  fFbitfun  Playes,  mt.  ff.irl.  zoi  3;.  [See  the  note  on  vcr. 

3539-3  Jn  'i^c  pageant  of  Balaam  he  fays—' —  ■  '  ' 

Go  forth  Burntl,  gp  frtrtb }  gn. 
Wbat  the  devil !  my  afTe  will  oot  go. 

Andaga*n»'W-3^.to'; 

Bumetty  why  besileft  thna  me  f 
•T^  original  word  was  probably  Bntue'!,  rrcm  his  browti  co- 
lour, a«  the  fox  below,  ver.  15340,  is  called •*»/;'•',  frcm  hi" 
red  coiow  I  fuppcfe.  . 

C  11] 


30  Tac  MONNBs  nuurti  tacc; 

AIb8  !  ye  lordei,  many  ft  fiUftrfiatoor 
Is  in  your  court,  and  maay  a  loiengeoiir. 
That  plefetk  yoa  -wel  more-,  by  my  faith. 
Than  he  that  &>thixBtneSi  nato  you  faithr 
Redeth  Ecclefiaft  of  flaterie :  ^5$3S 

Beth  ware,  ye  lordes,  of  hin  trecherie.   ' 

Thi»  Cfaawrteclere  ftood  hig;fc  opoer  his  toot 
Stretching  hit  necke,  and  held  &iteyeo  doot. 
And  gan  to  crowen  loodc  for  chcnoftet; 
And  Dan  Ruflel  the  £dk  iktn  -op  at  ooet^         '534^ 
And  by  the  gargat  hente  Chaonteclcre, 
And  on  his  back  toward  the  wood  him  here. 
For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him  fned. 

O  deftineel  that  nnaifl  not  ben  efchoed, 
Alat  that  Chaontedere  flew  ^o  the  bemct !     15  3  45 
Alas,  his  wif  ne  raughte  not  of  dremesi 
And  on  a  Friday  fell  all  this  mefchance. 

O  Venus !  that  art  goddefle  of  Plefimce, 
Sin  that  thy  fervant  was  this  Chaunteclere, 
And  in  thy  fervice  did  all  his  powere,  I  j  359 

More  for  delit  than  world  to  multiplie. 
Why  wolt  thou  fuffre  him  on  thy  day  to  die  ? 

O  Gaufride,  dere  maifter  foferain! 

That  whan  thy  worthy  King  Ridurd  was  flain 

-|r.  is^i.by  tbe gargaQ  The  edkt.  have  duoRcd  this  into 
gorget ;  but  gargat  is  an  old  Fr.  word,  Mmu  de  Rm.  mt,  Reg. 
4»  C.  xi. ; 

O  qrxnt  mtUaU  e  od  granz  coignees 
I,ur  unt  lei  gargales  Irenchies. 
tr.  T ;  :55 ;.  O  GMifr'uic']  He  aliudes  to  a  pafTage  In  the  Nf)t'a 
^a^/r/ii  of  GcofTrcydc  Vmf.i'jf,  publilhed  not  long  aflcr  the 
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'Witkh^wm^bitte&eA  h»  detk  fo  fore,        15  35/ 
"Why  ne  had  1  novrthy  Icience  tnd  thy  lore 
The  Friday  for  bo  chidea  M  did  ye  ? 
(For  OQ  a-fHisy  fotUy  flain  waahe) 
TtMi'^wold  I  flmryon  licm  cfatt  I  coiid  plaine 
For  Chaanteclerca'dted^  and  for  hiit  pame.      1$ ^6% 

Certes  fwichecry  oe  Uonematioo 
N*as  neTerof  ladies  made  whan  Uion 
Was  wonne,  and  Pimw  with  his  ftreite  fwerd, 
Whtd  he  had'hent  King  Priam  hy  the  betd 
And  flain  hitai^  (as  fctth  vs  Mtnkbt)  153^1 

As  maden  all  Che  henaes  in  the  doos 
Whan  they  hod  ftcn  of  Chatinteclcre  the  fif  ht ; 
But  foverainly  Dame  Perteloteihright 
F«t  Idader  than  did  Haidniballes  wif 
Whan  that  hire  huibond  hadde  yloft  his  lif,     153  70 

death  of  Hichard  L  In  this  work  die  author  has  not  only  given 
Inftrudioos  for  emnpofing  in  the  different  ftyle*  of  poetry,  but 
alih  exsmpfe*.  His  Specimen  of  the  pkintive  iuad  of  compofi* 
tion  b^ns  thus } 

Neuftrla,  Tub  clypeo  reels  defeara  RicardI, 
lodefeafo  modo,  iteflti  teftere  dolorom. 
Exuadeot  oculi  UcryRiM }  extenninet  on 
Pallor}  ctmaodct  digitos  tortura}  cruentet 
Intel  lora  dolor,  ct  vcrberet  rthera  clamor : 
Tnt«  peris  ex  norte  fua.  Mors  noo  fuit  ejus, 
Sei  to*  I  noa  aaa,  fti  publica  moftia  origo. 
O  Veneris  lacrym^fa  diet  1  o  fydus  amanim ! 
nia  dies  tua  nox  fait,  etTeaot  Ulaveaenam. 
Ilia  dedit  Tolnus,  tfc. 

Thefe  lines  are  fufficient  to  (hew  the  objed  and  the  propriety 
of  Chaucer's  ridicule.  The  whole  poem  is  printed  in  Ley/er\' 
WJt,  Fo.  MccU  JBvi,  p.  8^4 — 978, 


31  THE  NONNES  PHEESTIS  TALA 

And  that  the  Romalnes  hadden  brent  Cartage ; 

She  was  fo  fui  o£  turment  and  of  rage 

That  wilfully  into  the  fire  (he  fterte,. 

And  brent  hire  felven  with  a  ftedfaft-hertc...  «     . 

O  woful  liennes !:  right  fo  crideo  ye  15^  75 

As  whan  that  Nero  breote  the  citec    ' 
Of  Rome  cried  the  Senatoures  wires  ■'  " 
For  that  hir  huibonds  loAen  alle  hir  UvtB  :•    ■ 
Withouten  gilt  this  Nero  hath  hem  flain. 

Now  Wolltarne^iiito  my  Tale  again.         ^SS^ 
The  fely  widewe  and  hire  doughtren  two 
Herden  thefe  henoes  crie  and  maken  wo. 
And  oat  at  the  dorcs  fterten  they  anon, 
And  faw  the  fot-fioward  the  wode  is  gon,    . 
And  bare  upon  his  back  the  cok  away :         .  '53^5 
They  criedeo  out  Harow  and  wala  wa ! 
A  ha  the  fox !  and  after  him  they  ran, 
And  eke  with  (laves  many  another  man ; 
Ran  Colle  our  dogge,  and  Talbot  and  Gerlond, 
And  Malkin,  with  hire  diflaf  in  hire  bond;     IS3<^ 
Ran  cow  and  calf;  and  eke  the  vcray  hogges    . 
So  fered  were  /or  berking  of  the  dogges, 
And  fhouting  of  the  men  and  women  eke. 
They  ronncn  fo  hem  thought  hir  hertes  breke; 
They  yelleden  as  fendes  don  in  belle ;  ^5395 

The  dokes  criedcn  as  men  weld  hem  quelle; 
The  gees  for  fere  flewcn  over  the  trees. 
Out  of  the  hive  came  the  fwarmc  of  bees, 


So  bidoQs  wat  the  noife,  a  UtutHtU*/ 

Ceno  he  Jal^  Straw  and  hit  nidfiie  15  400 

Ne  maden  never  fliootea  half  (a  ihrille, 

What  that  they  woldcn  any  Pkning  kiUe, 

As  thilke  day  waa  made  upoA  the  fox. 

Of  braa  they  hrooghten  bcentea  and  of  box,     15  404 

Of  bom  and  boife,  in  which  they  blew  and  pooped, 

And  therwithal-they  Jhriked  and  they  hooped ; 

It  letted  as  thac  thehevea  fliiilde  hlie. 

Now,  goode  Men,  I  pray  yoo  herkeneth  alle : 
Lo  how  Fortune  tometh  fodenly 
The  hope  and  pride  eke  of  hire  eneaiy  I  15  4 19 

Thia  cok  <hat  lay  upon  the  foxes  bake, 
la  all  his  drede  urito  the  fox  he  fpake. 
And  fiiyde;  Sire,  if  that  1  were  as  ye 
Yet  wold  I  fain,  (as  wifiy  God  help  me) 
Tumeth  agein,  ye  proodc  cherles  alle,  '5415 

A  very  pefiiltnce  upon  you  falie : 
Now  I  am  come  unto  the  wodes  fide, 
Maugre  year  hed  the  cok  ihal  here  abide; 
I  wol  ht«i  ete  in  £aith,  and  that  anon. 

The  fox  anfwered,  (n  faith  it  ihal  be  don :    15  420 
And  as  he  fpakethe  word  al  (bdenly 
The  iok  brake  from  his  mouth  deltverly. 
And  high  opos  a  tree  he  flew  anon. 

And  whan  the  ioi.  (aw  that  the  cok  was  gon, 
Alas !  quod  he,  o  Chaunteclere,  alas !  '  i  4  25 

I  have  (^od  be)  ydon  to  you  trefpas. 


3^4  THE  WONVrS  PR^ESTtt  TALE^ 

In  as  tnochc  as  1  tnaked  you  aferd 

Whao  I  you  hentt  and  brought  out  of  your  yerd; 

But,  Sire,  I  did  it  in  do  wikke  entente  : 

Come  douii;  and  I  (had  tell  you  what  I  nbente:  15430 

I  (hal  fay  fothe  to  yoa,  God  helpe  me  fo.    .    . 

Nay  than,  quodjie,.  I  ihrewe  u»  butKe  two; 
And  firft  I  ihrewe  myfelf  bothe  bippd  and  bones 
If  thou  begile  me  oftener  than  oneb.: 
Thou  ihalt  no  mofe  thurgh  thy  flaterie  K543i 

Do  me  to  fing  and.winken  with  myja  eye. 
For  he  that  winkcth'whan  he  ihulde  fee,  . 
Al  wilfully>  God  let  him  never  the. 

Nay,  quod  the  fox,  but  God  yeve  him  mefchance 
That  is  fo  indifcrete  of  governance  .1544® 

That  jangltth  whan  that  he  (huld  hold  his  pees. 

I^o,  which  it  is  for  to  be  reccheles 
And  negligent,  and  truft  on  flaterie. 
But  ye  that  holden-  this  Tale  a  folie,  . 
As  of  a  fox,  or  of  a  cok  or  hen,   .  . ..  '5445 

THkeih  the  moralitee  therof,  good  men ; 
For  Seint  Poulc  fayth,  that  all  that  whiten  is 
To  our  doi^ine  it  is  ywriten  ywif .   ■ 
Takcth  the  fruit,  and  let  the  cbaf  he  ftillc.  .  . 

Now,  goode  God,  if  that  it  be  thy  wiUe,  i  I543G 
As  fayth  my  Lord,  fo  make  us  ali^ood  men. 
And  bring  us  t6  thy  highe  blifle.  Amen, 

■^.  154? I.  AijT^th  my' lord]  Oppofitc  to  tV»  ▼erfe  In  thi 
margin  of  mC  Ci/m  written  Kantuar^  wliir^ mcaos,  I  (uppuCc 
that  fomc  arcbbi(hop  of  Canterbury  is  (luoted. 
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36  TI»»-4CC9ifD  VOHHM  TALK. 

THE  SECOND  NONNES  TALE. 

T  H  E  fniniftrp  Md  ihc  norice  unto  vkes. 

Which  that  men  depe  in  Bnglifli  IdcIneiTey    X547A 

That  porter  at  the  gsite  it  of  DeBcea, 

To  cfchuen;  ami  by  hire  contrary,  hire  op^Nreflc, 

That  is  to  fain,  by  ieful  beiinefle, 

AVel  oughte  we  to  don  al  our  entente. 

Left  that  tbe  fend  thurgh  idelneiTe  ns  hente.    1 5  4  7 J 

For  he  that  with  his  thoiiiand  cordes  flie 
Continuelly  ua  waitetb  Co  beela{>pe. 
Whan  he  may  man  in  idehie£fe  efpie. 
He  can  fo  lightly  cacche  him  in  hit  tsappCy 
Til  that  a  man  be  heot  right  by  the  lappe       1$  4^0 
He  n*i8  not  ware  the  fend  hath  him  in  bond : 
Wei  ought  us  wcrchfi  Aod  idelnefle  withftond. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  die, 
Yet  fee  men  wel  by  refon  doutelet 
That  idelnefle  it  rote  of  flogardie,  15  4^5 

Of  which  ther  never  cometh  no  good  encrees, 
And  fee  that  flouthe  holdeth  hem  in  a  kes. 
Only  to  flepe  and  for  toete  and  drinke. 
And  to  devouren  all  that  other  fwinke. 

A  nd  for  to  put  us  from  f wiche  idelneflie;      x  j  499 
That  caufe  is  of  fo  gret  confufion, 
!  have  here  don  my  feithful  befineiTe, 
After  the  legende,  in  tranilation 
Right  of  thy  glorious  lif  and  paillon, 

^^'^jy,  v'.'.f  A'cmrs  Tsle}  The  life  and  dcatli  »f  Saint  Cecily.  Sf, 
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Thou  with  thy  grrload  wroa^t  of  rofe  and  lilie, 
Thcemene  I,  maid  andmartir,  Scinte  Cecilie.  15496 

And  thoa,  that  arte  floore  of  ▼irgincji  all, 
Of  whom  that  -Bernard  lift  fo  wel  to  write, 
To  thee  at  my  beginning  firft  I  call, 
Thou  comib^  of  us  wretches*  do  me  endite     1 55  co 
Thy  maidens  deth,  that  wan  thurgh  hire  mertce 
The  eternal  lil,  and  over  the  fend  vfdorie. 
At  man  may  alter  reden  in  hire  ftorie. 

Thou  nnide  and  mother,  donghter  of  thy  foa, 
Thou  wel  of  mercy,  finfui  foules  cure,  t55<^S 

In  whom  that  God  of  boontee  chees  to  won ; 
Thou  huDible  and  high  over  every  creature, 
Thou  nobledeft  fo  fer  forth  our  nature, 
Thau  no  defd«ine  the  make!*  had  of  kinde 
His  fon  in  blood  and  Bcfh  to  clothe  and  windc.  155 10 

Within  the  cloyilre  blisful  of  thy  fides 
Toke  mannes  ihape  the  eternal  Love  and  Pees, 
I'hat  of  the  trine  compas  L.ord  and  gide  is. 
Whom  erthe,  and  fee,  and  heven,  out  of  relees 
Ay  herien ;  and  thou  virgine  wemmeles  155 15 

Bare  of  thy  body  (and  dwelteft  maiden  pure) 
The  creatour  of  every  creature. 

'^.  iss^^.  ontofrelces"}  All  the  beftirfT.  concur  in  thl«  read- 
ing, and  therefore  I  have  followed  them,  though  I  confcfit  that 
t  (h>  not  clearly  underfland  the  phrat'e,  ur.lcfs  perhapb  it  mean 
without  releafe,  without  being  ever  rclearcd  from  iheir  duty. 
Tl>c common  reading  witboutcnlcci  is  a  genuine  Saxunpliraie ; 
butan  kai,  ahf!jtu /a/fif,  without  a  lie.   . 


Affemblvd  ■■  in  dice  magnlGcracc 
Viih  mercy,  goodneSi:,  and  nich  fwicbe  pilee 
n'li;iE  thou,  that  art  th:  fonnc  orncdkncc,     IJ  Jio 
K>!  only  helped  htm  that  praieathce, 
liiir  nfientime  of  thy  beni|initee 
Ful  rictly,  or  tbu  men  thio  hdpe  bcTecbe, 
Thouxucfibrfome  Budsrthir  liveiki^hc. 

Nnw  hOpe>tbaunt(ki:aiidl>!itralIairc  maiilc, 
IVIv  i1i'Tiicdivreuh,inthi'ideleitnf  )iiille;         IJJlti 
'L'liiuke  on  the  winian  CaDUKe,  thatfiide 
'Ihjt  whclpCT  etcn  fnni  otthe  rrnmniaUe    ■ 
'I'lijl  rntn  hir  lotdEt  laUlc  bcii  yfjLle; 
Ami  ihnif^h  that  I,  uiiworlhy  fonir  uf  Eve,       IjJJO 
DL'Tinfiil,  yet  accepteih  my  beluvc. 

And  fur  itiatlcith  »ded  withuutes  wcrkei, 
!:i>  t'<ir  to  werken  yevi'  mr  nit  and  fpace 
'I'liat  [  bcquitfn-mlhi-nDC'lhat  muddcrkcis: 
r )  thou  I  tlint  art  To  faitfand  ful  orgrnce,  JJ5  3  J 

Kt  tlinu  min  adTotat  in  that  hi{[h  place, 
'I'liir  aa  withoulen  enilc  ii  fonKC  Ofiinnc, 
Thnii  Cril1e<  mntlier,  dou^hter  ictc  a(  Antie. 

And  nfthy  iiclttmy  foiilein  piilon  light, 
•|'li.ittrnul;)eJishy  the  contagion  ijj^o 


w.--] 

1  Thl>  lluii: 

ihmrl 

^,^^ 

Heeliie/ii 

.-M'.Jf.El 

.T  i  llw 
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Of  my  body,  and  aUb  by  the  wigbt 

Of  erthly  loft  and  faUe  afiedion : 

O  ha^en  of  refiire!  o  falvation 

Of  hem  that  ben  in  forwe  and  in  diftrcfie ! 

Now  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  mc  drcfl'e.     J5545 

Yet  pray  i  you  that  reden  that  I  write 
Foryevc  me  that  I  do  do  diligence 
This  iike  ftorie  fubtilly  to  endite ; 
For  both  have  I  the  wordcs  and  fcntcnce 
Of  him  that  at  the  feintes  reverence  ^5550 

The  ftorie  wrote,  and  foiowtd  hire  legcndc. 
And  pray  you  that  ye  wol  my  wcrk  amende. 

Firft  wol  I  you  the  name  of  Seintc  Cccilie 
Expoune,  as  men  may  in  hire  ftorie  fee; 
It  ib  to  fayn  in  Enf^lifh,  Hevens  iilie,  ^55^ 

For  pure  chaftncfle  of  virginitee. 
Or  for  (he  whitnefTc  had  of  honeilee, 
And  grene  of  confcience,  and  of  goo<l  fame 
The  fwote  favour,  I^ilic  wab  hire  nanv:. 

Or  Cccilie  is  to  fayn,  The  way  to  blinde,      15560 
For  ihc  enfamplc  was  by  good  teching, 
Or  cUcs  Cecilie,  as  I  writcn  findej 
Is  joined  by  a  nianer  conjoining 
Of  he  vcn  and  Xi'a,  and  here  in  tiguring 

♦•  I55J3-  ^rfi  "ii'ol  r]  The  note  v.pon  this  in  tlic  margin  of 
jnf.  C.  1  U — •'  IntcrprcttitJo,  Is'c.  qiiani  poiiit  Fraler  Jacobun 
•*  jAt)tienii«in  Lcgcndi  Aurci."  It  lia^bccn  olifcrvtd  in  the  Dij- 
c^urj:^  xsfc.  tlwt  this  whcic  Talc  is  ahnolt  nt;;rally  tr.i;!llatcd 
from  tl:c  LiiifuUi  Aurea, 


The  ]>cTcnufct  for  thought  of  holuMSe,         tSS^S 

And  Lia  (or  hire  lafting  b^nefle. 

Cccilic  may  eke  be  fiyd  in  th'ii  maotn, 
Win'mB  of  biindneffe,  for  hiTe  grete  tight 
Of  lapjence,  «iid  for  hire  iheweickre; 
Or  ellc.t  to  lhi«  maidcot  name  btighl  t jj  70 

Of  bcven  and  Lis,  cumeth.  for  which  by  r^ght 
Men  might  hire  wel  the  heien  of  pe pie  ttllc, 
Enfamplcof  gooduid  wife  werkoallei 

f or  Lni  peple  ia  EngliAi  istofif; 
And  ri);ht  an  meii  miy  in  iheheven  fee  IJS?! 

Tlic  fi.noc  and  raone,  and  fterres.  enrj  way. 
Right  fa  men  goAiy,  in  thit  maidea  free 
S^iwcn  a(  faith  the  magnsnimiteF, 
And  eke  the  clercneUe  hole  of  fapieace, 
Andruodry  werketbriftht  of  eiccUence.  IJJSq 

And  right  foiflhife  philoTuphrea  write, 
'i'hai  hcven  i>  fwift  aad  roMnit,  and  eke  breaolfig, 
lti,eht  ft>  was  faire  Cccilic  the  white 
I'ui  fwifr  aAd  befy  in  every  gnod  werking. 
And  round  and  bole  in  good  pcrfeve ring,         IJjEj 
Andbrenningeverincharitee  f«l  blight. 
Now  have  [  yn>i  declared  what  (he  hight. 

Thii  maiden,  bright  Cctile,  as  hire  lif  faith, 
Was  come  of  Romainet,  and  of  noble  kind. 
And  from  hire  cradle  foHred  in  the  faith  I5J9<| 

Of  Crift.  and  hare  hii  gofpel  in  hire  mind  i 
She  never  ccfcd,  at  1  writcn  find. 


Of  bire  ptV^en^  tAdXkrA  to  fore  and  tirtde, 
TidSeehmg  him  to  keptlfhfe  maidenhedei 

And  wins  diif  mtlden'ihiild  uocil  a  mait    155  95 
Twedded  be  thal^wailiil  yoBge  of  age, 
Wlikb  that  ycfa^  wai  Valeriaii, 
And  day  w«scMB«toef  hire  marriagr,  -  •     >/ 

She  fol  deront  andhomble  in  Hire  corage^ 
Under  hire  rtbe  of  gold,  that  fat  fol  iaxiie,       15  6co 
Had  next  hii1i4|dii  ydad  hire  in  an  haire. 

And  while  dit^the  organs  maden  melodie 
To  God  alone  thai  in  bire  bert  fong  ihe ; 
O  Lord !  my,ibnk  iM  eke  my  body  gie 
Unwemmed,  left -that  J  confonnded  be.      .    .  15605 
And  for  hi«  krre  thatdied  upon  the  tree 
Every  fecond  or  fbridde-day  ihe  faft, 
Ay  Indding  in  hire  orifomi  ful  faft. 

The  night  came^  and  to  btdde  muft  (he  gon 
With  hire  hufbond,  as  it  is  the  manere,  Xi  6 lb 

And  prively  flie  (aid  to  him  anon ; 

0  fwete  and  wel  beloved  fi>oufe  dcre ! 
Ther  is  a  confeil;  and  ye  "wol  it  here, 
AVhich  that  right  fayn  I  wold  4iiito  you  faie, 

So  that  ye  fwcre  ye  wol  it  not  bcwraie.  15615' 

Valerian- gan  fail  unto  hire  {were 
That  for  no  cas  ne  thing  that  mightc  be 
He  ihulde  never  to  non  bewraicn  here ; 
And  than  at  erft  thu«  to  him  fuide  (he : 

1  have  an  an^i  which  chat  loveth  me,  15  tz'O- 

Diij 
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That  with  gret  love  whcr  fo  I  wake  or  flepc 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe ; 

Anil  if  that  he  may  felen  out  of  drede 
That  ye  me  touch  or  love  in  vilanie, 
He  right  anon  wol  fleen  you  with  the  dede,    Ij  6l§ 
And  in  your  youthe  thus  ye  (hukka  <lie ; 
And  if  that  ye  in  clene  love  me  gie, 
He  wol  you  love  as  me  for  your  cleneoeCfe, 
And  ihew  to  yoo  his  joye  and  his  brightnclTe. 

This  Valerian,  corrctSled  as  God  wold,         Ij^JO 
Anfwerd  again;  If  I  ihal  trullen  thee 
Let  me  that  angel  leen  and  him  behold, 
And  if  that  it  a  vemy  ane:el  be 
Than  wol  I  don  as  thou  hail  prayed  me; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man»  forfothe  I J  63/ 

Right  with  this  fwerd  than  wol  I  flee  you  bothe. 

Ccciie  anfwerd  anoo  right  in  this  wife : 
If  that  you  lift  the  angel  fiiul  ye  fee, 
%So  that  yc  trowe  on  CriA,  and  you  baptife : 
Goth  forth  to  Via  Apia,  (quod  ihe)  15^40 

That  fro  this  toun  ne  ftant  but  miles  three, 
And  to  the  poure  folkes  that  ther  dwellen 
Say  hem  right  thus  as  that  I  fhal  you  telleo. 

Tell  hem  that  I  Cecile  you  to  hem  fent 
To  {he wen  you  the  good  Urban  the  old,  |j  64 j 

For  fccree  nedes  and  for  g^ood  entent ; 
And  whan  that  ye  Seint  Urban  ban  behold 
Tell  him  the  wordes  whiplK  I  to  you  told ; 


lapdwrJie  luth  pargieil-fob  fibfinae 
■lytfiMDtiiatiDgelcryetwiniiBu      15630 
iuB  i»  to  tfaft  phce  goo, 
llt^MlwwnitiaglitbyliiivlBrniii^  . 
LihiiJioljoldUi^ttiaiiHi  .. 
dMieiam  kurieb  Imiiyog  ; 
MM»  witfaootea  tMying  :    '  '5^55 

mefigCt  Midvluui  Unit  be  it  etUe  • 
br  jofB  liii  handcitm^piwMe.         - 
xmiroai  hb  eyen  kt  ke  £iite';. 
tjrLordtOjdkCrifti^iodlMy  : 
ifG]iaft<oaie9,hierdei»f«talle»         13660 


oa  liaft  low  in  Cedle  take  to  thee :. 
i  a  bdy  bee  withoatqi  yle 
rveth  ay  tbin  owen  thrai  Cedk« 
kilke  fposfe  tbat  (be  toke  but  ncwe,    15  66j 
a  fien  leon,  flie  fendecb  bare 
e  aa  ever  was  any  lambe  to  ewe, 
tl\«bat  word  anoo  tber  gaii  apere 
matt  dad  in  wbite  clothes  olcre, 
idabook«itblettresi>f^g;oldinbo&d,  15670 
a  befbme  Vakcian  to  flood. 
Jan  as  ded  fell  donn  for  drede 
le  bim  faw,  and  he  up  hent  him  tho, 
bis  book  right  thus  he  gan  to  rede : 

S4.  huthtil  L  t.  latitanteTHt  msrg;.  C.  i,  from  the  Sax. 
miant  latere. 
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On  Lord,  on  fuch«  on  God  withoutenmo,       i  j  675 
On  Crlflendoxn^  and  fader  of  ail  alfo 
Aboven  all,  and  overidl  every  whcr,  •   « 
Thifc  worde9  all  with  fp\d  ywritcn  were. 

Whan  this  was  red,  than  faid  this  olde  man,  * 
Leveft  thou  this  thtng-  or  no  ?  fay  ye  or  nay.     13  68a 
I  leve  all  this  thing,  qaod  Valerian, 
For  fother  tbiog  than  this  1  dare  wcl  fay 
Under  the  heven  no  wight  thinkeo  may.' 
Tho  vanifHed  the  olde  man  he  n*i(le  wher, 
And  Pope  Urban  him  criftened  right  ther;      15685 

Valerian  goth  hoine,  and  fint  Cecilie 
Within  his  chambre  with  an  angel  ilonde : 
This  angel  had  of  rofet  and  of  lilic    >  •     ' 
Coroncs  two,  the  which  he  bare  in  hbnde, 
And  firft  to  Cecile,  as  I  onderAonde,  .  X569Q 

He  yaf  that  on,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian  hire  make. 

With  body  dene  and  with  unwemmed  thought 
Kepeth  ay  wel.tliife  coroncs  two,  quod  he, 
From  Paradis  to  yon  I  have  hem  brought, .     ^56^5 
Ke  nev^r  mo  ne  (hul  they  roten  be, 
Ne  lefe  hir  fwete  iavour,  tnifteth  me, 

ir-  I5<S75.  On  Lorti,  onfaiih2  I  ha^e  adopted  tlirs  reading  is 
preference  to  that  ofi  he  b^  mff. — 0  Lord,  0  faith,  0  do  J,  fsfc. 
— in  order  to  giiaid  againfl  the  mittake  Which  tlic  editt.  luve 
generally  fallen  into  of  conhdcring  0,  ir.  tliis  pafl'^pe,  at»  the  Hvin 
of  the  vocative  cafo.  On  and  0  arc  ufed  IndUDTerently  by  Chau- 
cer to  n^nify  cnfr 


f#<l  fcrn  hnii  with  tiii  f  )t^ 


for tkon fe IboQ     ,.-. -15700 

liftfliidl  choa  ihalfc  Ifui  thy  booe« 

r, qwd  Valtfbfi  tho»       -  ...i 

tM'l  lowe  oo  man  fo« 

iny  brother  may  InvegnoB  •  15  705 

cmtth,  ad  I  do  in  chit  pface; 

ifi^  God  liibeth  thy  teqoeft, 

h  the  palme  of  martirdome 

te  onto  his  blttful  reft ; 

word.Tiburce  his.  brother,  come. 

: he  the  lavour  ^phemolme,       tsyit 

i  rafes  and  the  Mes  raft, 

fee-he  gan  to  wonder  hik^ 

ironder  this  time  of  the  yere 

fwete  faYour  cometh  fo  15  7  ts 

ies  that  I  fmeile  here, 

ad  hem  In  min  bonder  two 

Hht  in  me  no  deper  go : 

1  that  in  min  herte  1  find 

me  an  in  another  kind.  IJ720 

I,  Two  corones  han  we 

id  rofe-rsd,  that  {hinen  clcrc, 

n  eyen  hao  no  might  to  fee* 

ellcft  hem  thurgh  mypraiere, 

en  hem,  Icve  brother  derc,       I^  7^5 
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If  it  fo  be  thou  wolt  withoutcn  douthe 
Beleve  aright,  and  knofw  the  vcray  trouthe» 

Tiburce  anfwered ;  Saieft  thou  this  to  me 
Tn  fothnefle,  or  in  drcme  herken  I  this  ? 
In  dremes,  quod  Valerian,  han  we  be  IJ730 

Unto  this  time,  brother  min,  ywis ; 
But  now  at  erftiii  crouthe  our  dwelling  is. 
How  woft  thou  this,  quod  Tiburce,'in  what  wife  ? 
Quod  Valerian,  That  ihal  I  thee  dcrife.  15  7 34 

The  angel  of  God  hath  me  the  trouth  ytaught, 
Which  thou  ihalt  feen,  if  that  thou  wilt  reney 
The  idolesj  and  be  dene,  and  elles  naught. 
[And  of  the  miracle  of  thife  corone»  twey 
Seint  Ambrofe  in  his  preface  lift  to  fey ; 
tSolempncly  this  noble  dodiour  dere  ^5  74^ 

Commendeth  it,  and  faith  in  this  manere : 

The  palme  of  martirdome  for  to  receive 
Scint  Cecilie,  fulfilled  of  Goddes  yeft, 
The  world  and  eke  hire  chambre  gan  ihe  weire, 

♦.15738.  t^r.doftbemtracic2  Ifhould  have  been  glad  tohavi 
met  with  any  authority  for  leaving  out  thin  parenthefit  of  four 
teen  lines,  which  interrupts  the  narration  fo  aulcwardly,  am 
to  fo  little  purpofe.  The  fubltancc  of  it  is  in  the  printed  cdi 
tk)n«oftlic  Lit'm Legfnda  Aurea^  but  appear!"  evidently  to  havi 
been  at  firft  a  marginal  obfervation,  and  to  have  crept  into  th 
text  by  the  blunder  of  fomc  copiit :  accordinuly  it-is  wantii>| 
in  Caxton*s  Golden  Lcgcnde,  and,  I  fuppofc,  in  the  French  Le 
geniie  Dorie^  fi-om  which  he  tranflated.  The  auHmr  of  the  Fi 
vcfion  lud  either  made  ufe  of  an  uncormpccd  mf.  or  perhap 
Iiad  hecn  fagacious  enough  to  difcern  and  rejcd  the  interpQ 
lation. 
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TSnxjKt'^nd  Ceciles  ihrift,  ^5745 

3od  of  jiif  boitntee  woide  Htdb.    .  ■   • 

•<  of  flbiiret  wel  f melllng, 

bi*  aogel  hem  the  corones  bring. 

d  hath  broagfat  thife  meD  to  blifle  abore ; 

hath  wjft  what  it  is  worth  certain  15750 

f  cfaaAitee  to  love.] 

nsred  him  Cecile  all -open  and  plain 

ales  tt*is  but  a  thing  in  Tain, 

:n  dombe,  and  therto  they  ben  deve, 

;d  htm  hit  idoles  for  to  kve.  13  755 

;hat  trowcth  not  this  a  bcilheis,  • 

ribarce,  if  that  i  ihal  not  lie. 

a  kiile  Jus  brefi.  whan  ihe  herd  this, 

1  glad  he  coude  trouth  efpie : 

take  thee  for  min  allie,  >5  7  ^ 

liiful  faire  maiden  dcrc ; 

hat.  ihe  faid  as  ye  may  here : 

t  fo  as  the  love  of  Ct ift  (quod  (he) 

»y  brothers  wif,  right  in  that  wife 

line  allie  here  take  1  th?e«  •  15  765 

thoowok.thin  idoles  defpife;  . 

thy  brother  now  and  thee  baptifey 

thee  dene,  fo  that  thou  maift  behold 

face  of  w^ch  thy  brother  told. 

anfwcred,  and  r<tidc,  Brother  dcre,  13  77^ 

i  wlilchcr  1  {hal,  and  to  what  man. 

oMod  he,  Come  forth  with  goode  chcrc, 


4S 
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1  wol  thee  lede  unto  the  Pope  Urban. 

To  Urban  ?  brother  min,  Valerian, 

Quod  thoTiburce,  wilt  thou  me  thider  lede  ?  157 

Me  chinketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dede. 

Ne  mcnefl  thou  not  Urban  (quod  he  tho) 
That  is  fo  often  datnned  to  be  ded. 
And  woneth  in  halkes  alway  to  and  fro, 
And  dare  hot  ones  putten  forth  his  hed  ?  J  j ; 

Men  ihuld  him  brennen  in  a  fire  fo  red 
If  he  were  found,  or  that  men  might  him  fpie. 
And  we  alfo,  to  here  him  compagnie. 

And  while  we  feken  thilke  divinitee 
That  is  yhid  in  he ven  pri vely,  15  * 

Algate  ybrent  in  this  world  fhuld  we  be. 
To  whom  Cecile  anfwered  boldely"; 
Men  mighten  dreden  wel  and  ikilfully 
This  lif  to  lefe,  min  owen  dere  brother ! 
If  this  were  living  only  and  non  other.  13  \ 

But  ther  h  better  lif  in  other  place 
That  never  (hal  be  loft,  ne  drede  thee  nought. 
Which  Goddcs  fono  us  tolde  thurgh  his  grace, 
That  fadres  fone  which  alle  thingcs  wrought ; 
And  all  that  wrought  is  with  a  ficilful  thought,  X  j  • 
The  gnft  that  from  the  fader  gan  procede 
Hath  fouled  hem  withouten  any  drede. 

ir-  I S783.  Jnd  we  al/o]  It  Ihould  have  been  us  :  I  take 
ticc  of  this,  becaufe  Chaucer  is  very  rarely  guilty  of  fuc 
eiumce  againtt  grammxr. 

I 


By  word  and  by  miracle  he  Goddes  Cone, 
1i3n  lie  wu  in  this  world,  declared  here 
Kit  ihcrbochcrlif  ihcrmcn  may  wooe.        Ij 
To  whom  anfweid  TiburLc;  O  fuller  dere ! 
«Ie  fjideft  thoa  ri^ht  now  In  thl>  maucre, 
Thtr  n'its  bui  a  God  Lord  in  roChfaftndTe, 
id  DOW  of  three  haw  mayfi  thou  bete  witncITi 
That  fhat  1  tell,  quod Ibc,  or  ih»  I  go.  !• 

Kight  as  a  man  hath  f^ienceo  three, 
>rie,  engine,  and  intelica  alfo, 
ibeiogofdiYinitee 
Three  perfonesniowrn  iherrighle  welbc. 
Tho  gaa  flie  him  ful  beliiy  to  prechc  r ' 

OfCriiteifonde,anrtofhJspeinCFHeciie, 

And  many  poinle!<  of  his  palTion, 
Haw  Goddes  foDc  io  iHs  wnild  wa<  withhold 
la  don  maoldnde  pidnc  remiOioa, 
That  wat  y bound  in  finncand  cares  cold.  Ij 

All  ihii  thing  Qie  unio  I'iburce  told, 
And  ifcer  this  Tiburce  in  good  entent 
With  Valerian  to  Pope  Urban  he  wen(. 

That  chaaked  God,  and  with  glad  herte  and  li 
HeciiQei]edhim,a»d  made  him  in  that  place  jj 
Pirhte  in  hi;  Icrning.  and  Goddei  knight: 
And  after  this  Tiburce  ^ar  fwiche  grace 
'Ilia:  every  day  he  faw  in  lime  and  fpace 
The  angel  of  God,  and  ercry  miner  bone 
Ihii  he  Owl  aiod  it  was  fped  ful  fone.  ij 

K'Uku  r.  E 
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It  were  ful  hard  by  ordrc  for  to  fain 
How  many  wonders  Jefus  for  hem  wrought : 
fiut  at  the  hift,  to  tellen  fhoft  and  plain, 
I'he  fergeannts  of  the  toon  of  Rome  hem  fought, 
And  hem  before  Ahnache  the  Prefect  brought,  15  83< 
Which  hem  appofed,  and  knew  all  hir  entcnt. 
And  to  the  image  of  Japiter  hem  fent. 

And  faid^Wbo  fo  wol  nought  do  facrifice 
Swap  of  his  bed;  this  is  my  iientence  here. 
Anon  thife  martyrs  that  I  you  deviie  15  tjj] 

On  Maximus,  that  was  an  officere 
Of  the  PrefeAcs,  and  his  Corniculere, 
Hem  hent,  and  whan  he  forth  the  feiiites  lad 
riimfelf  he  wept  for  pitee  that  he  had. 

Whan  Maximus  had  herd  the  feintes  lore    15  S4G 
He  gate  him  of  the  turmentoures  leve, 
And  lad  hem  to  his  hous  withouten  more; 
And  with  hir  preching  or  that  it  were  eve 
^rhey  gonncn  fro  the  turmentours  to  reve. 
And  fro  Maxime,  and  fro  his  folk  eche  oB,      15  845 
The  falfe  faith,  to  trowe  m  God  a^one. 

Cecilie  came,  whan  it  was  waxen  night. 
With  preeftes,  that  hem  criflened  all  yfere; 
And  afterward  whan  day  was  waxen  light 
Cecilie  hem  faid  with  a  ful  ftedfafl  chere,         f  5  85Q 
Now,  Crifles  owen  knigbtes  leve  anddere, 
Cafte  all  away  the  werkes  of  derkenefle. 
And  aroieth  you  in  armes  of  brightoefle* 
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Cecile  htm  toke  and  buried  him  anon  J5  S75 

By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  foftely, 
Withai  hir  borying  place,  under  the  floo ; 
And  after  this  Almachius  haftily 
Bad  his  miniftres  fetchen  openly 
Cecile,  fo  that  ihe  might  in  his  prefence  J3  880 

Den  facrifice,  and  Jupiter  encenfe. 

But  they,  eonverted  at  hire  wife  lore, 
Wepten  ful  fore,  and  yaven  ful  credence 
Unto  hire  word,  and  crieden  more  and  more 
Crift,  Goddes  fone,  withouten  difference,        Ij  885 
k  veray  God,  t)u«  is  all  oor  fentence. 
That  hath  fo  good  a  ferf  ant  him  to  ferve  : 
Thus  with  o  vois  we  trowen  though  we  derre. 

Almachius,  that  herd  of  this  doing, 
Bad  fcrchen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hire  fee :     IS  890 
And  alderfirft,  lo,  this  was  his  axing; 
What  maner  woman  arte  thou  ?  qjiod  he. 
I  am  a  gentilwoman  borne,  quod  flie. 
I  axe  thee,  quod  he,  though  it  thee  greve. 
Of  thy  religion  and  of  thy  beleve.  li  Sjy 

Why  than  began  your  queftion  folily, 
Quod  {he,  that  woldeft  two  anfwers  conclude 
In  o  demand  ?  Ye  axen  lewedly. 
Almache  anfwerd  to  that  fimilitude, 
Of  whenncs  cometh  thin  ahfwcring  fo  mde  ?  159c o 
Of  whennes  ?  (quod  (he,  whan  that  (he  was  freined) 
Of  confcieuce,  and  of  good  faith  unfeined. 
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Unt  laid ;.  Ke  takeft  tfaHT  MO  htde 
iwcr?  AaAiie  Kim  as£ircxd  this;. 
{Kt  f^Md  Ae)  f«l  Uta  B  to  dnAs^     15  905 
f  mofftal  omUMr  power  n^ 

imedfei  pAiiDt  #kMi  it  it  Uoff 
ftebeft  df  it  bv  kMful  low. 
iMgfaUf  basofitiefttfco«,(qiiodhe)  l^fio 
in  wrong  ii«l  thy  pcffc^veraQce : 

0  not  lurtr  onr  miglity  pruices  free 
IS  ciBiiiwndiid  and  made  ordinaiice 
tj  CSriAen  wigBt  ibai  ban  peaanoe 
itheUsCftftendomewithieye,         15915 
al  quite  if  be  wal  k  reoeye  ? 

Mincet  enen,  as  your  nottley  doth, 

>  Cectle,and  with  a  wood  fenteoce 

nagilty,  and  it  is  ftot  foth ; 

hat  kncvwea  wet  our  iniioceiicey         T5  920 

oche  as  we  don  ay  rey«renc« 

,  and  for  weberca  Criften  naniey 

B  BS  a  crime  and  eke  a  biame. 

e,  that  knowen  thiikc  oame  fit 

louty  we  may  it  not  wichA ye.  ^59^5 

:  anfwered ;  Chefe  on  of  thife  two, 

ice,  or  Criftendom  reneye, 

•a  mow  now  efcapen  by  that  wey. 

1  this  holy  biisful  fayre  maid 

o  Uughe,  and  to  the  jug^e  faid ;  '5  9 3* 

■r-<   •  •• 
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O  juge!  confufe  in  thy  nicetee, 
"Woldell  thou  that  1  rcneyc  innocence  ? 
Tg  moken  me  a  wicked  wight  (quod  ihe) 
Lo,  he  difliinuleth  here  in  audience, 
He  ftareth  and  wodeth  in  his  advertence.         15  93, 
To  whom  Ahnachius  faid,  Vnfely  wretch ! 
Ne  woll  thou  not  how  far  my  nright  may  ftretch  f 

Han  not  our  mighty  princes  to  me  yeven 
Ya  bothe  power  and  eke  audfcoritee. 
To  maken  folk  to  dien  or  ta  liven  ?  15  944 

Why  fpekeft  thou  fo  proudly  than  to  me  ? 
I  ne  fpeke  nought  butibedfaflly,  quod  ihe, 
Not  proudely,  for  I  hy,  as  for  my  fide 
We  haten  dedlythilke  vice  of  pride. 

And  if  thou  drcde  not  a  foth  for  to  here       15  94J 
Than  wol  I  ihewe  ai  openly  by  right 
That  thou  haft,  made  a  ful  gret  lefing  here. 
Thou  faift  thy  princes  han  thee  yeven  might 
Both  for  to  flee  and  for  to  quiken  a  wight. 
Thou  that  n<  maift  but  only  lif  bercve  1$  95  < 

Thou  haft  non  other  power  ne  ne  leve. 

But  thou  maift  fayn  thy  princes  han  thee  maked 
Miniftre  of  Deth,  for  if  thou  fpeke  of  mo 
Thou  Heft,  for  thy  power  is  ful  naked. 
Bo  way  thy  boldnefte,  faid  Almachius  tho,     15  95 j 
And  facrifice  to  our  goddes  er  thou  go. 
I  recke  not  what  wrong  that  thou  me  proffre^ 
F«r  I  can  fuftre  it  as  a  philofophre. 


Bnt  thOke  wiwiget  may !  not  endure 
That  tlioo  fpdeft  of  oar  goddet  here,  quod  he.  15969 
Cedk  anfwerd;  O  nice  creature ! 
TlMni  iatdeft  no  word  fin  thou  fpake  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  thervrith  thy  nicetee, 
And  that  thon  were  in  every  maner  wife 
A  liEwed  officer,  a  vain  juiUce.  I5  965 

Ther  lacketh  nothing  to  thin  utter  eyen 
That  dioQ  n'art  hfa'nd;  for  thing  that  we  feen  alle. 
That  18  a  ftoo,  that  men  may  wel  efpien, 
That  ilke  fton  a  god  thou  wolt  it  caUe : 
I  rede  thee  let  thin  hond  upon  it  falle^  iS^y^ 

And  taft  it  wel,  and  fton  thou  (halt  it  find, 
fiia  diat  thou  feed  not  with  thin  eyen  blind. 

It  u  a  flume  that  the  peple  ihal 
So  fcomen  thee,  and  laugh  at  thy  ibiie. 
For  comunly  men  wot  it  wel  over  al  r  j  9  75 

That  mighty  God  is  in  his  hevens  hie ; 
And  thife  images,  wel  maiil  thou  efpie, 
To  thee  ne  to  hemfelf  may  not  profite. 
For  in  effed  they  be  not  worth  a  mite. 

Thiie  and  fwiche  other  wordes  faide  ihe,     15  9S« 
And  he  wex  wroth,  and  bade  men  ihuld  hire  lede 
Home.til  hire  houfe,  and  in  hire  hous  (quod  he) 
Brenne  hire  right  in  a  bath  with  flames  rede. 
And  as  he  bade  right  Co  was  don  the  dede. 
For  in  a  bathe  they  gonne  hire  fade  fhetten,    1598^ 
And  night  and  day  gret  fire  they  under  betten. 
t.  I5SK$6.  tbitt  utter eyen^  Exterior ibus  oculis,  marg.  mf.  C  r. 
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The  longeoif^t,  and  eke  a.  day  alio, 
For  all  the  fire,  and  eke  ihe  Itathei  hele, 
She  race  al  cold,  and  felt  of  Ic  no  wo; 
It  made  hire  not  idrope  fur  to  fwite;  IJ990 

£ul  m  that  hith  hire  lif  (he  mudc  lets. 
For  he  Almaehe  wtth  a  fill  wickc  sntent 
To  fleen  hire  in  the  bith  his  fiinde  fcnt. 

Three  fliokei  in  the  nekke  he  IhiDCe  hire  Lho 
The  lurmcntour,  hut  for  do  maner  chance       IS99S 
He  niighte  not  finite  all  hire  nfhke  atwa: 
And  for  ther  wai  that  time  *n  ordinance 
Thai  no  man  (hnlde  doti  man  fwicfae  penance 
The  fnurthe  flroke  to  fm  iteti  foft  or  fore, 
ThiilurmeoCDurnedarlledononiore;  !£«» 

Buthalfded,  will)  hire  nekkeycorvcn  ther 
He  left  hire  lie,  and  un  hit  way  ii  went : 
The  CMHenfolkwhich  chat  about  hire  were 
With  Oictes  han  the  blood  ful  faire  yhent : 
Three  dayeslivedihe  in  thin  IvrmetiC,  l6coj 

And  newr  cefed  hem  the  faith  to  leche ; 
I'hjt  fhe  had  foDrcd  hem  0>d  gia  to  prcihe. 
''  And  hem  Oieyalhiretneblet  and  hire  things. 
And  to  the  Po(«;  Urban  bcloke  hem  lho, 
Andfaid,  laiedthi^ofhcri'nKin^  iGolO 

To  have  r^fpit  three  dayei  and  no  mo, 
To  recomiaend  to  you  or  that  t  go 
Thife  foulct,  lo,  and  that  I  might  da  werche 
Here  of  min  houaperpctueliicha  chcrchc.  •  J 
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ebuk  with  his  dckenes  prively  1 60  J. 

ij  fette^  and  buried  it  l>y  night 
his  other  ieintes  honeftly. 
)at  The  Cherche  of  Seint  Ceciie  hight ; 
Jrhan  halowed  it,  as  he  wel  might, 
/hich  onto  this  day  in  ooble  wife 
Acn  doo  to  Crift  and  to  his  feinte  fervife.       l6ca 

THE  CHAN.  YEMANNES  PROL. 

W^HAN  that  tolde  was  the  lif  of  Seinte  Ceciie, 

£r  we  had  ridden  folly  five  mile, 

it*  i6o%$.JS've  miU}  66  all  the  mff.  except  S.  which  rea* 
bal/a  mite.  This  Utter  reading  muft  ceruinly  be  preferred, 
we  ftq»pofe  that  Chaucer  meant  to  mark  the  Interval  betwei 
tiie  conchifion  of  TheMonne^Tale  and  the  arrival  of  the  ch 
non;  bat  it  woidd  be  contrary  to  Che  general  plan  of  our  A< 
thoi^  work,  and  to  hit  pradice  upon  other  occalions,  that  tl 
Hofte  (hould  fuffer  the  company  ' 

To  riden  by  the  way  dombe  m  the  fton 
even  for  bedfa  mile :  I  am  therefore  rather  inclined  to  belies 
thatjfi/^  mile  ^the  right  reading,  and  that  it  was  intended  < 
mark  the  diftance  from  ibme  place,  which  we  are  now  unafa 
to  determine  with  certainty,  for  want  of  tlw  Prologue  to  Tl 
Nonnea  Tale. — I  have  fometimes  fufpefted  that  it  was  the  ii 
tendon  of  Chaucer  to  begin  the'journey/rom  Canterbury  wi' 
The Nonnes Tale:  in  that cafejfi/fmi/r  would  mark  very  tru 
the  diftance  from  Canterbury  to  Boughton-under-BIee.  Tl 
drcumftances  too  of  the  chanon's  overtaking  the  pilgrinr 
and  looking  **  as  he  had  prtked,**  or  gallopped,  *<  miles  three 
would  agree  better  with  this  fuppofuion.  it  is  fcarce  credit 
that  he  Ihould  have  ridden  after  them  from  Southwark 
Boughton  without  overtaking  them ;  and  if  he  had,  it  mi 
have  been  a  very  inadequate  reprefentation  of  his  conditii 
to  foy  that  **  It  femed  he  had  priked  miles  three.**  Befides,  t 
words  of  the  Yeman,  [ver.  16056, 7  J 
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At  Boughton^under-Blee  us  gan  atake 

A  man  that  clothed  was  in  clothes  blake,         X  6025 

And  undernethe  he  wered  a  white  furpUs. 

His  hakeoey,  which  that  was  al  pomelee  gris, 

So  fwatte  that  it  wonder  was  to  fee ; 

It  femed  as  he  had  priked  miles  three. 

The  horfe  eke  that  his  Yeman  rode  Qpon         160^0. 

So  fwatte  that  unnethes  might  he  gon  : 

About  the  peytrel  ftood  the  fome  ful  hie ; 

He  was  of  fome  as  flecked  as  a  pie. 

A  mdlc  tweifold  on  hi.s  croper  lay, 

It  femed  that  he  caried  litel  array ;  1 6035 

A I  light  for  fommer  rode  this  worthy  man. 

And  in  my  hcrtc  wondren  I  began 

What  that  he  was,  til  that  I  underftode 

How  that  his  cloke  was  fowed  to  his  hode, . 

—now  in  the  monrc  tide 

Out  of  your  hoftettie  I  faw  you  ride-* 
feem  to  imply  that  tliey  were  overtaken  in  th^  fame  morning 
ill  wliicli  tliey  fet  out^  but  it  mud  luve  been  confttlerably  af- 
ter noon  before  tliey  readied  Boughton  from  South wark.—- 
There  is  another  way  of  folvin^;  thefc  difticulties  by  (upiioHng 
that  the  pilgrims  lay  upon  the  road,  and  thiit  I'hc  NonnenTale 
was  the  firli  of  the  fecond  day's  journey.  It  is  moll  probable 
that  a  great  part  of  the  company  (not  to  mention  their  Iiorfcs) 
would  have  had  no  objcdion  to  dividing  the  journey  to  Can- 
terbury into  two  days,  but  if  they  lay  only/T-c  miUs  on  this 
iide  of  Boui^hton  1  do  not  lee  how  they  could  fpend  the  whole 
fecond  day  till  evening  [fee  ver.  17316]  in  travelling  t"r\nn 
tlicn.re  to  Canterbury. — I  muft  take  notice  too,  in  opjujution 
to  my  tirll  hypothefis,  that  the  manner  in  whicii  the  Ycm.in 
exprcires  himielf  in  ver.  i6oyi,  2,  fccms  to  ihcw  tlul  he  was 
riiling  to  Canterbury. 
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ihmtUtm€hmon  for  to  be. 
;  heng  at  histe^  doan  by  a  las, 
had  ridden  more  tbao  trot  or  pas; 
xl  aj'priked  like  ai he  were  wode. 
.oulefe  be  had  laid  under  his  hode  1604 

JT  fwete,  tad  lior  to  kepe  his  bed  fro  bete : 
^t  it  was  joye  for  to  ften  bim  fwete ; 
His  forebed  dropped  as  a  Iktllatorie 
Were  ful  o£pUntaiiie4Nr.of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  eome  be  gan  to  crie,    1605 
God  laTe  {qaod  he)  this  jolj  compagnie ! 
Faft  hpkve  I  priked  (^od  he)  ior  your  fiike, 
Becaofe  that  I  wolde  you  atake, 
To  riden  in  this  mery  (^oqipagnie. 

His  Yeman  was  eke  ful  of  curtefie,  1605 

And  faide,  Sires,  now  in  the  morwe  tide 
Oot  of  your  boilehie  I  faw  you  ride, 
And  warned  here  my  lord  and  foverain. 
Which  that  to  riden  with  you  is  ful  fain 
For  bis  difport ;  he  k>veth  daliance.  z6c^ 

Frend,  for  thy  warning  God  ye  ve  the  good  chance, 
Than  faid  our  Hofte :  certain  it  wolde  feme 
Thy  lord  were  wife,  and  fo  I  may  wel  deme ; 
He  is  fol  joconde  alfo  dare  I  leye : 
Can  he  ought  tell  a  mery  tale  or  tweie,  i6c^ 

With  which  be  gladen  may  this  compagnie  ? 
Who,  Sire  ?  my  lord  ?  Ve,  Sire,  withouten  lie. 


6o       THE  CHANONES  TKMANNES  PROLOGUE. 

He  can  of  mirth  and  eke  of  jolltee 
Not  but  ynough:  alfo,  Sire>  trufleth  me 
And  ye  him  knew  al  fo  wel  as  do  I  16079 

Ye  wolden  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily 
He  coude  werke,  and  that  in  fondry  wife : 
He  hath  take  on  him  many  a  gret  emprife, 
Which  were  ful  harde  for  any  that  is  here 
To  bring  about  but  they  of  him  it  lere.  16075 

As  homely  as  he  rideth  amonges  you 
If  ye  him  knew  it  wold  be  for  your  prow : 
Ye  wolden  not  forgon  his  acquaintance 
For  mochel  good,  I  dare  lay  in  balance 
All  that  I  have  in  my  pofleflion.  16080 

He  is  a  man  of  high  difcreffion ; 
I  wame  you  wel  he  is  a  pafling  man. 
'  Wel,  quod  our  Hofte,.!  pray  thee  tell  me  than 
Is  he  a  clerk  or  non  f  Tell  what  he  is. 

Nay,  he  is  greter  than  a  clerk  ywis,  1 6085 

Saide  this  Yeman,  and  in  wordes  fewe, 
Hofte,  of  his  craft  fomwhat  I  wol  you  fliewe. 

I  fay  my  lord  can  fwiche  a  fubtiltee, 
(But  all  his  craft  ye  moun  not  wete  of  me. 
And  fomwhat  help  I  yet  to  his  werking)         1 6090 
That  all  the  ground  on  which  we  ben  riding, 
I'il  that  we  come  to  Canterbury  toun. 
He  coud  al  clene  turnen  up  fo  doun, 
And  pave  it  all  of  filver  and  of  lipoid. 

And  whan  this  Yeman  bad  this  tale  ytolde  16095 
4 
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Unto  oar  Hofte,liA  faid  Sma^^/ 

Thk  thing  it  wonder  raerraiUous  to  me, 

Sin  that  thy  lord  ia  of  fii  high  prudence^ 

Becaoie  of  iriuch  men  ihtilde  him  reverence, 

That  of  his  worihip  rekketh  he  lb  lite ;  f  6ic6 

His  OTcrcft  fioppe  it  it  not  worth  a  mite. 

As  in  effed,  to  him,  fo  mote  I  go; 

It  is  all  bandy  and  c»^ore  alio. 

Why  is  thy  lord  fe  fluttiih  I  thee  preye, 

And  is  of  power  better  doth  to  beye,  16105 

If  that  his  dede  acorded  with  thy  fpeche  f 

Telle  me  that,  and  that  I  thee  be&che. 

Why  f  quod  this  Yeman,  wherto  axe  ye  me  ? 
God  helpe  me  fo,  for  he  Ihal  never  the : 
( But  I  wol  not  afowen  that  I  (ay,  161 ZO 

And  therfore  kepe  it  fecree  I  you  pray) 
He  is  to  wife  in  faith,  as  I  btleve : 
Thing  that  is  overdon  it  wol  not  preve 
Aright,  as  clcrkes  fain ;  it  is  a  vice ; 
Wherfore  in  that  1  hold  him  lewed  and  nice;  16x15 
For  whan  a  man  hath  overgret  a  tvit 
Ful  oft  him  happeth  to  mifufen  it ; 
So  doth  my  lord,  and  that  me  greveth  fore : 
God  it  amende ;  I  can  fay  now  no  more. 

Therof  no  force,  good  Veman,  quod  our  Hoft; 
Sin  of  the  conning  of  thy  lord  thou  vroCt  l6l  1 1 

Tcll^how  he  doth,  I  pray  thee  hertily, 
Sin  that  he  is  fo  crafty  and  fo  fly. 

roiume  r<  F 
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Whcr  dwcllen  yc,  if  it  to  tellen  be  ? 

Jn  the  fubarbes  of  a  toun,  quod  he,  1 6 125 

Lurking  in  hemes  and  in  lanes  blinde, 
Wheras  thife  robbours  and  thi£e  theves  by  kinde 
Hoiden  hir  priyee  ferefiil  refidence. 
As  they  that  dare  not  fhewen  hir  prefence ; 
So  f aren  we,  if  I  fhal  fay  the  fothe.  ,     1 6 1 39 

Yet,  quod  our  Hofte,  let  me  talken  to  the; 
Why  art  thou  fo  difcoloured  of  thy  face  ? 

Peter,  quod  he,  God  yeve  it  harde  grace ; 
I  am  fo  ufed  the  bote  fire  to  blow 
That  it  hath  changed  my  colour  I  trow :  1 6135 

I  n*am  not  wont  in  no  mirrour  to  prie. 
But  fwinke  fore,  and  leme  to  multiplie. 
We  blundren  ever  and  poren  in  the  fire, 
And  for  all  that  we  faille  of  our  defire ; 

For  ever  we  lacken  onr  conclufion.  16140 

To  mochel  folk  we  don  illufion. 

And  borwe  gold  be  it  a  pound  or  two. 

Or  ten  or  twelve,  or  many  fommes  mo. 

And  make  hem  wenen  at  the  lefle  wey 

That  of  a  pound  we  connen  maken  twey ;        16145 

Yet  is  it  falfe ;  and  ay  we  ban  good  hope 

It  for  to  don,  and  after  it  we  grope : 

But  that  fcience  is  fo  fer  us  beforne, 

We  mowen  xiot,  although  we  had  it  fworne, 

I I  0 vcrtake ,  it  flit  away  fo  faft ;  1 6 IJO 
It  wol  us  makeo  beggers  at  the  laft. 
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While  thb  Yema  ww  thus  in  his  talkiog 
This  chanoQ  drow  him  nere  and  herd  all  thing 
Which  thii  Yenuut  fpake,  for  fnfpecion 
Ofmeoneiipeche  e ver  lad  this  chanoo;  16x55 

For  Caton  fayth*  that  he  that  gilty  it 
Dem^th  all  thing  be  fpoken  of  him  ywis ; 
That  was  the  caofe  he  gan  fo  nigh  him  drawe 
To  his  Yemao,  to  herkcn  all  his  fawe ; 

« 

And  thas  he  faidc  imto  his  Y  eman  tho :  16 1 6% 

Hold  thou  thy  J^iees,  and  fpeke  no  wordes  mo, 
For  if  thou  do  thoo  ihalt  it  dere  abie : 
Thou  fclaundreil  me.here  in  this  compagnie. 
And  eke  difcovereft  that  thou  ihuldeft  hide. 

Ye^  quod  our  Hofte,  tell  on,  whmt  fo  betide ; 
Of  all  his  thretening  recke  not  a  mite.  x 6i6i 

In  faith,  quod  he,  no  more  I  do  but  lite. 
And  whan  this  chanou  faw  it  wold  not  be 
But  his  Yeman  wold  tell  his  privetee. 
He  fled  away  for  veray  forwe  and  ihame;        1617O 

A !  quod  the  Yeman^  here  ihal  rife  a  game  2 
All  that  I  can  anon  I  wol  you  telle. 
Sin  he  is  gon:  the  foule  fend  him  quelle. 
For  neyer  hereafter  woi  I  with  him  mete 
For  peny  ne  for  pound,  I  you  behete.  1 6 1 75 

ir.  i6is6.  Fjr  CMon /aytb2  T^  precept  of  Cato  is  In  1.  i. 
dift.i7.i 

Me  care*  fi  qnU  tadto  ftrmoiie  toqnatar  ; 
Cunfcius  i^c  fib*  tie  Ic  put»t  omnia  dici. 
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He  that  me  broughte  fird  unto  that  game, 

£r  that  he  die  forwe  have  he  and  ihame. 

For  it  is  erneH  to  me  by  my  faith ; 

That  fele  I  \irel,  what  that  any  man  faith; 

And  yet  for  all  my  fmert  and  all  my  grief,      1 6 1  So 

For  all  my  forwe,  labour,  and  mefchief, 

I  coude  neY^r  levc  it  in  no  wife. 

Now  wolde  God  my  wit  mighte  fuffice 

To  tellen  all  that  long^eth  to  that  art; 

But  nathelesyet  wol  I  tellen  part :  16185 

Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon  f  wol  not  fpare^ 

Swiche.thing  as  that  I  know  i  wol  declare. 

THE  CHAN.  YEMANNES  TALE. 

vv  I  r  H  this  chanon  I  dwelt  have  feven  yere,  ' 

And  of  his  fcience  am  I  never  the  nere ; 

All  that  I  bad  i  have  yloft  therby,  16190 

And  God  wot  fo  han  many  mo  than  I, 

Ther  i  waa  wont  to  be  right  frefh  and  gay 

Of  clothing,  and  of  other  good  array. 

Now  may  I  were  an  hofe  upon  min  hed ; 

And  wher  my  colour  wa»  both  freih  and  red    i6 1 95 

Now  19  it  wan  and  of  a  le«ien  hewe ; 

(Who  fo  it  ufeth  fo  fhal  he  it  rcwe) 

And  of  my  fwinke  yet  blered  is  min  eye; 

1^0  which  a  vantage  is  to  multiplie ! 

The  Cbanones Temannes  Talf"}  A  prieft  <>f  London,  more  co- 
vetous than  wife,  is  deceived  by  a  cbauoo  pruteiiing  the  art  of 
alchymyc,  l/rry. 


Thu  flidmf;  fcience  hach  me  made  To  bare       i 

Th«  ihsvenogoodwher  that  ever  I  fare; 

And  yet  1  jm  f  ndctted  fo  therby, 

Of  gold  that  i  have  borwed  tfcwely. 

That  while  I  live  I  Dial  it  quicen  never; 

Let  every  man  beware  by  me  forever.  t 

Whal  mailer  mao  that  cafUth  him  iherto. 

If  he  continue,  I  hnld  hii  thrift  yda ; 

So  hcl)ic  me  Gad,  therby  thai  he  nal  wjnnc. 

But  cmptc  hiifwife,  and  make  hit  wi(te<  thin  n 

And  whan  he  Church  bii  madnefle  andfolie,  i 

Huh  loll  hit  owen  good  thurjth  juptrtie. 

Than  he  eiciterh  other  folk  thcrto, 

To  Icfe  hir  good  M  he  himfelf  h»lh  do. 

Tot  unlo  (hrewesjoye  it  in  and  sk 

To  hive  hir  felawrs  in  peine  sitd  difefe.  I 

Tht»  wai  I  onea  leined  of  a  clerk. 

Of  that  DO  charge ;  I  wol  fpeke  of  our  werk. 

*■.  Ifiili.  ib«rtb  M/trrli-]  So  mf.  C  1. 1  tiavc  fi.do- 
as  It  comoikoircit  to  Ilie  true  orldlDaL  of  our  WDril.'i'-; 
which  our  erymolocLlU  ha*e  flidly  milUkeuT  il«y  ik-.] 
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Whan  we  be  thcr  as  we  (huin  exercife 
Our  elviOi  craft  we  femen  wonder  wife. 
Our  termes  beu  fo  dergial  and  qaeinte. 
I  blow  the  fire  til  that  myn  herte  feinte. 
What  ihuld  I  tellen  eche  proportion 
Of  thinges  whiche  that  we  werclicn  upon. 
As  on  five  or  fix  uucea,  may  wel  be. 
Of  fil ver,  or  fom  other  quantitee  f 
And  befie  me  to  tellen  you  the  names, 
A«  orpiment,  brent  bones,  yren  fquames. 
That  into  poudre  grounden  ben  ful  fmal? 
And  in  an  erthen  pot  how  pat  is  al. 
And  fah  vp»r  in  and  alfo  pcpere,  ] 

Ji!.i(rn  thift  pnudres  that  I  fpeke  of  here, 
An  •  wel  ycovcred  with  a  lanipe  of  glas? 
Aiul  (<f  moche  other  thing  which  that  ther  wai 
Anu  of  the  pottes  and  j»iairc!s  englutiug, 
That  of  the  aire  might  pafTen  out  no  thing  ?    J 
And  of  the  cfy  fire,  and  fmcrt  alfo, 
Wiiich  that  waf  made  ?  and  of  the  care  and  wo 
T  at  we  had  in  our  materesfubliniing. 
And  ill  am.i:«:;imiug  aiid  c.il''ening 
Of  ijuickfiiver  ycleped  Mercuric  crude  ?  ] 

¥oT  aU.  our  flcig-Iitcs  we  c:in  not  conclude. 
Oi'r  orpiment  and  fublimfid  mercuric, 
Our  grounden  iitarrc  eke  on  the  porphuric, 
Of  cchc  of  thife  of  unci  .^  a  certain 
Not  htlpeth  us;  our  labour  is  in  vain,  ] 


.4 


68  TnX  CBANONBS  YXMAHRES  TA&K. 

TTnflekked  lime,  chalk,  and  gleire  of  an  tj^ 

Poudres  divers,  aihes,  dong,  pifle,  and  dey^    ^^^73 

Scred  pokettes,  fal  peter,  and  vitriole, 

An d  divers  fires  made  of  wode  and  cole, 

Sal  tartre,  alcaly,  and  fait  preparat. 

And  combuft  materes  and  coagulat, 

Cley  made  with  hors  and mannes  here,  and  oile  1 6 28« 

Of  tartre,  alum,  glas,  bcrme,  wort,  and  argoiley 

Rufalgar,  and  other  materes  enhibing. 

And  eke  of  our  materes  encorporing. 

And  of  our  fiiver  citrination. 

Our  cementing  and  fermentation,  16285 

Oiir  ingottes,  teilen,  and  many  thinges  mo  ? 

I  wol  you  tell  as  was  me  taught  alfo 
I'hc  foure  fpirites  and  the  bodies  fevene 
lU'  ordre,  as  oft  1  herd  my  lord  hem  nevene. 
The  tirlle  fpirit  Quikfilver  cleped  is,  l629e 

Vhc  lecond  Orpiracnt,  the  thridde  ywis 
S.il  Armoniak,  and  the  fourth  Brimflon. 

The  bodies  fevene  eke,  lo  hem  here  anon : 
:>ol  j^old  is,  and  Luna  filvcr  we  threpe. 
Mars  ircn.  Mercuric  qutkfilver  wc  clepc,        16295 
S.iturnus  led,  and  Jupicer  is  tin. 
And  Venus  coper,  by  my  fader  kin. 

Vhi?  curfed  craft  who  fo  wol  exercife 
H.'  ihal  no  good  have  that  him  may  fuffice, 

'f     ■■  .^ : '%S.  Th:foureff:rUcs,  Is^c.l  Con:parc  Gu-iicr,  D:  Ccnf. 
»'   «       )».  ir.  ti»l.  7^t  k>' 
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Forallthegoodhefpefideththersibouce  16300 

He  lefen  ihal,  therof  have  I  no  dotite. 

Who  fo  that  Ufteth  uttren  his  folie 

Let  him  come  forth  and  lernen  muiciplie ;  \ 

And  every  maa  that  hath  ought  in  hi»  cofre 

Let  him  appere  and  wez  a  philoibphre,  16505 

Afcaunce  that  craft  is  fo  light  to  lere. 

ISiiLj,  Hay;  God  wot  al  be  he  monk  or  frere, 

Preeft  or  chanon,  or  any  other  wight, 

Though  be  fit  at  his  hook  both  day  and  night 

In  lerning  of  this  el  viih  iiie^  lore  163  to 

AH  is  in  vain,  and  parde  moclMl  more 

Vo  kf  ne  a  lewed  man  this  fabtilree : 

Fie !  fpeke  not  therof,  for  it  wol  not  be  t 

And  conne  he  lettemre  or  conne  he  non  • 

As  in  efic^  he  fhal  fiode  it  all  on,  163 15 

For  bothe  two  by  my  falvation 

Coackden  in  mnlciptication 

Ylike  wel  whan  they  have  al  ydo; 

This  is  to  fain,  they  failkn  bochc  two. 

Vet  forgate  I  to  maken  reherlaile  163SO 

Of  waters  corofif  and  of  limaile,        . 
And  of  bodies  mollification. 
And  alfo  of  hir  induration, 
Giles,  abluiions,  metal  fufible ; 
To  tellen  all  wold  pafTen  any  Bible  16325 

That  o  whcr  is ;  wherfore  as  for  the  beft 
Of  all  thife  names  now  wol  f  roe  reft ; 
1^.  i630<S.  AjVauncel  Sec  the  note  on  vcr.  7  Ji7« 
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For  as  1  trow  I  have  you  told  ynow 
To  reiCe  a  fend,  al  loke  he  never  fo  row. 

A !  nay,  let  be ;  the  philofophres  flon,  l633« 

Elixer  cleped,  we  feken  fail  eche  on. 
For  had  we  him  than  were  we  fiker  ynow ; 
But  unto  God  of  heven  I  make  ayow, 
For  all  our  craft,  whan  we  han  all  ydo. 
And  all  our  Height,  he  wol  not  come  us  to :      t6$2S 
He  hath  ymade  lis  fpenden  mochel  good. 
For  forwe  of  which  almoft  we  waxen  wood. 
But  that  good  hope  crepeth  in  our  hcrte, 
Suppofing  ever,  though  we  fore  fmerte, 
To  ben  releved  of  him  afterward :  X  6349 

Swiche  fuppoling  and  hope  is  fharpe  and  hard; 
I  warne  you  wel  it  is  to  feken  ever : 
That  future  temfs  hath  made  men  diiTever, 
In  trull  therof,  from  all  that  ever  they  had. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  conne  not  waxen  fad,        X  6345 
For  unto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  fwete ; 
So  femeth  it,  for  ne  had  they  but  a  ihete 
Which  that  they  might  wrappen  hem  in  a-night. 
And  a  bratt  to  walken  in  by  day-light, 
'i'hey  wold  hem  fell,  and  fpend  it  on  this  craft :  1 6359 
They  conne  not  llinten  til  no  thing  be  laft; 
And  evermore,  wher  ever  that  they  gon. 
Men  may  hem  kennen  by  fmcU  of  brimilon : 
For  all  the  world  they  ftinken  as  a  gote ; 
Hir  favour  is  fo  rammilh  and  fo  hote  i^35i 


That  Ihough  a  man  a  mile  from  hem  be 
The  tivour  wol  enfefl  him,  irufleili  me. 

Lo,  ihnt  by  fmelling  and  thrcd-baii:  array 
If  that  min  liQ  ihi<  lolk  tUcy  kanveo  may  j 
And  if  a  man  wdI  aie  hem  privelj 
Why  they  be  clothed  fo  uDthrifiily, 
They  right  aaon  wol  rounen  in  hi^  ere, 
And  faien,  if  that  they  efpied  were 
Men  woldc  hem  flebecaufe  of  hir  ftlincc. 
Ld,  thuithife  folk bctraicD  innocent:. 

PafTc  over  ihia;  i  ga  my  Tale  unto. 
Er  tfiat  the  pot  be  on  the  fire  ydo. 
Of  mclals  with  a  certain  quaniicie 
My  lord  hem  lempereth,  and  no  man  bul  he, 
<Nowhe  is  gon  I  dace  fay  boldcly) 
For  at  men  fain  he  can  don  craftily, 
Algate  I  voce  vc\  he  hath  h  iche  a  n^ime, 
Andyel  fuJ  oft  he  renncth  tc  a  blame; 
And  wetE  ye  how .'  ful  ofc  it  fallcih  In 
ThepDtto-breketh,  sndfaicwel!  all  it  go. 
Thife  metaluben  of  fotrrec  violence 
Ournrallesmay  not  make  hem  rtfiflencc, 
Butiftheyweren  wrought  of  lime  ard  Don; 
They  ptreen  fo  that  thurgh  the  wall  they  i;fn, 
Andfom  ofhcmiinkedouD  into  the  !:n.uijil, 
(Thuihave  welodby  limes  many  a  pound) 
And  font  are  fcBtered  all  the  flore  aboutt, 
ieia  Ifpen  into  the  roof  withoutcn  duuii:. 


Though  thai  tb«  ftod  Dot  io  our  Rgbt  him  Ikewe 

1  tron  that  he  be  with  >■>,  thilke  Oirewe  1^3^$ 

In  helte,  nhcr  that  be  ii  lord  ud  lire. 

Nc  isther  no  more  wo,  rancour,  ae  ire. 

Whao  that  our  pot  it  broke,  ai  I  have  fayde. 

Every  man  chit,  and  holt  him  evil  apiydc ; 

Snm  fayd  it  w«  long  on  the  fire-making,  itjgo 

Som  faydnay,  II  wailoDgon  the  blowing  { 

(l-hau  »a*  I  ferd,  for  that  wai  min  office) 

Htraw!  quod  the  thriilde,  ye  bee  lewed  and  nice; 

it  was  not  tcmpred  ai  it  oughce  to  be  ; 

Njy,  quod  the  founhc.  Hint  and  herken  tne ;  itjfi 

Becaure  our  fire  was  not  madcof  beche 

That  ii  the  caufe,  and  other  oon.  To  the  iche. 

But  wel  I  wot  gret  ftrif  is  u>  among. 

What  .'quod  tny  Inrd,  ther  n'is  nomoretodon;. 

Ofihife  perils  I  wol  beware  cftfone;  164CI 

I  am  right  fiker  that  the  pot  wa>  crafed. 

lie  as  be  may  be  ye  no  thing  amafed; 

As  iifagc  i>  let  fwepe  the  (lore  »  fwithe ; 

I'lucke  up  yourhcnet,  and  he  glad  and  blithe.  16405 

'I'hi:  mnll»k  on  an  hepe  yl'wL'prd  was, 
And  un  the  fliire  yL-nfl  a  ciiitvjs, 
And  all  ihi),  mullok  in  1  live  ythmwc, 
And  fifted,  and  ypickcd  many  j  throwe. 

Pardi-,  cjiiod  on,  fEimwlial  of  our  mcrill        l64ie 
Vil  is  ihcr  hiTi-,  thongh  itist  »v=  have  not  all ; 


"^^ 
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And  though  this  thing  mifliapped  hath  as  now 

Another  time  it  ouy  be  wcl  ynow. 

We  moften  pnt  our  good  in  aventure ; 

A  nuurdiant  panie  may  not  ay  endure,  16415 

Tmfteth  me  wel,  in  liis  profperitee ; 

Somtime  his  goodis  drenched  in  the  fee, 

And  fomtime  eomcth  it  faof  unto  the  lond. 

Pees,  quod  my  lord,  the  next  time  I  wol  fond 
To  bring  our  craft  all  in  another  piite,  1 64  20 

And  but  1  do,  Sires,  let  me  have  the  wite : 
Ther  was  defaote  in  fomwhat  wei  I  wote. 

Another  fayd  the  fire  was  over  bote : 
Bot  be  it  bote  or  cold  I  dare  fay  this. 
That  we  condnden  ever  more  amis ;  1 64  25 

We  faille  alwaypf  that  which  we  wold  have, 
And  in  our  madnefle  evermore  we  rave, 
And  whan  we  be  together  everich  on 
Every  man  femeth  a  Salomon. 
But  all  thing  which  that  ihineth  as  the  gold    16430 
Ne  is  no  gold,  as  I  have  herd  it  told, 
Ne  every  apple  that  is  faire  at  eye 
Ne  is  not  good,  what  fo  men  clap  or  crie. 
Right  fo,  lo,  fareth  it  amonges  us ; 
He  that  femeth  the  wifcil,  by  Jefus  1^435 

♦.  16430.  But  all  thing]  This  is  taken  from  tl»e  Parabolic  of 
jflanusde  InfidiSt  who  died  in  1194.  ^eLeyfer^WJl,  Vo,  Med. 
JBvi,  p.  1074.; 

Non  teneas  sanim  totum  qaod  fplendet  ut  aurum, 
Ncc  pulchrum  pbinoia  qoodlibei  e.Te  bonura. 

rtJume  y.  G 
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Is  moft  fool  whan  it  cometh  to  the  prefe, 
And  ht  that  femeth  trewefk  is  a  thcfe : 
That  ihal  ye  know  or  that  I  from  you  wende, 
By  that  1  of  my  Tale  have  made  an  ende, 

Ther  was  a  chanon  of  religioun  l6< 

Amonges  us  wold  enfedl  all  a  toun, 
Though  it  as  |;ret  were  as  was  NinivCy 
Rom'e,  Alifaondre,Troiey  or  other  three. 
His  fleightes  and  his  infinite  falfeneffe 
Ther  coudc  no  man  writen,  as  I  gcfle,  i6i 

Though  that  he  mighte  live  a  thoufand  yere  : 
'In  ail  this  world  of  fdlfencfle  n*is  his  pcre, 
For  in  his  termes  he  wol  him  fo  winde, 
And  fpcke  his  wordes  in  fo  flie  a  kinde, 
Whan  he  comunen  (lial  with  any  wight,         i6i 
Tiiat  he  wol  make  him  doten  anon  right 
But  it  a  fend  be,  as  himfelven  is. 
Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  begiled  er  this, 
Apd  wol,  if  that  he  may  live  any  while; 
And  yet  men  gon  and  ridtn  many  a  mile         i6i 
Him  for  to  fekc,  and  have  his  acquaintance, 
Not  knowing  of  his  falfc  governance; 
And  if  you  luft  to  yeve  me  audience 
I  wol  it  tcllen  here  in  your  prcfence. 

But,  worihipful  chanons  religious,  164 

Ne  demcth  not  that  I  fclander  your  hous. 
Although  that  my  I'alc  of  a  chanon  be  : 
pf  every  order  fom  fhrew  is  pardc ; 


Itkcotnpagnie 

HBiKt  folic*  1646  j 

li^iniii  entente 

iliis  i  inent«  i 

toldfofyott 

fwote  wel  how 

iMes  twelve  16470 

tt  Judas  himfeWe ; 

temenant  have  blame, 

^00 1  fay  the  fame ; 

i  herken  me^ 

entbe  1647^ 

l.you  rede, 

fen^any  drede ; 

cd  I  yea  pray, 

:h  what  I  fay^ 

sft,  an  annueliere,        16480 

ide  many  a  yerci  . 

uti/ere]  They  were  calted  anniuU 
ig  t  yeatly  Itipcnd,  as  the  GlofT.  cx- 
ig  etnployed  foldy  in  fmcinc  an- 
for  the  dead,  without  Any  cure  of 
III.  c.  viii.  where  the  Chapellelns 
from  others;  *•  Charitanz  anu^lcs, 
entendantz."  They  were  both  to 
the  former  was  allowed  to  take  fix 
e.  Compare ftat.  z.  H.V.  ft.il.  c.2, 
ipellein  Parochiel  is  raifed  to  elpht 
e'.lcln  Aanueler  (he  i^  fu  named  iNi 

Gij 
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Which  was  fo  ple&tit  and  fo  ferti&ble 
Dntolhe  wif  thtr  as  he  wai  a  table. 

That  She  woiiluStr  him  no  thing  to  piy 
Farbonte  ac  ciathin);,  wenl  he  oeTcrfogij;  1 
j\ixd  fjicnding  fiiier  had  he  right  ynow : 
'Ihtrof  00  force ;  I  wol  piocefd  »i  now. 
And  [ellen  forth  tnj  Taleof  thechaooD 
That  hroughte  tiui  preelL  to  canfnfion. 

Thii  falft  chanoD  came  upon  a  da^  1 

Unio  the  preeftes  chamhre  thcr  he  lay, 
Uefccliin^  him  Co  Icnc  him  a  certain 
Of  gold,  ard  he  wold  quite  it  him  again. 
I.enc  me  a  maike,  quoil  he,  but  dayes  three, 
And  at  my  da;  I  wol  it  quiten  thcc ;  I 

And  if  it  lb  be  that  thou  finde  nie  falfe 
Anotherday  haugmiupby  [hehalfe. 

This  prcell  him  loke  a  marke,  and  lliat  u  fw 
And  this  diuion  him  thanked  often  fith. 
And  toke  his  lt»e,  and  weiire  forth  his  wey ;   i 
And  at  die  thiidde  day  brought  his  money. 
And  to  the  preeft  he  toke  hi »  gold  again, 
Wherof  this  prc'cft  wns  ^viinder  glad  and  fain. 
JhiMiothiiiganoiethme 


To  Icn 


polTfflioi 


Ocwh^it  thing  wen 
M'han  he  fotrcwe  is  of  condition 
That  inno  wile  he  breken  wol  his  day; 
'lo  fwichc  -i  man  I  can  never  fay  my. 


What?  quod [bii cbanon,  fliuld  1  hf  othtfv.l  f 
hay,  ihatwfre  thiogfalleml  of  ihc  ocwe  :     16511 
TroDth  i>  a  ihing  that  I  wol  ever  kep« 
Umo  the  day  in  which  ihil  I  llidl  trrpe 
IdIo  my  ^avc,  and  elles  Ood  forbi-de '. 
BdeYeththNatfiktraiyourcrcrff,  i6jlj 

God  thanke  I,  and  in  gaud  linw  be  it  fayde. 
That  tlirr  n'aa  never  mao  ycl  evil  apayde 
For  gold  DC  Giver  f  hat  he  (o  me  lent, 
Ne  never  ralOiedc  in  min  bene  I  mcnt. 

And,  Sire,  (quod  he)  now  of  my  privdec,   iGjl! 
Sin  ye  fo  goodlich  hs*e  b<D  nino  nie, 
Andkiihed  to  mefo  gtet  gentilleffc, 
Somwhat  to  quilf  n  with  your  kindt^neOe 
1  wol  you  Ihcwe,  and  if  you  liHl  to  lere 
1  wdI  you  techcn  pleinly  the  manere  '''J^. 

How  I  can  Werken  in  philofnphie : 
TAethgood  heed,  yc  Diuin  wel  fen  at  cyc 
-That  1  woldoantainricm-lgn. 

Ye,  quod  thepreefl  ;  ye,  Sirc.and  wnl  yt  fa  ? 
'Wary,  therof  1  pray  yon  hertily.  16;  3 

At  your  comtnandtmcnt,  Sire,  trewely, 
f^ad  the  chanon,  ind  citn  Gnd  forbnte. 
Ijo^how  thi«  thffccaDdeh!tri?rvifeb<de. 

Pulfuth  it  is  that  fwichcprofertd  fprvice 
BlinliFlh,  as  witncflcD  thifeotde  wile,  I''/' 

And  that  ful  fone  I  vo\  it  vcrific 
Id  chii  cbaiuin,  rote  oCaUtreclmic, 


Tliat  evermore  deliiibt  hith  wid  glidnclTo 

(Swiche  fendly  ihoughtei  in  hii  hcrte  emprcffi.-) 

How  CriHca  puple  he  may  to  mclchief  bcipg;  i6j 

God  kepe  ua  turn  hit  falfe  difHruoIingl 

Nought  wifle  ihii  pteeft  wiih  whom  th«t  he  dek 

Ne  nfjiii  harnie  coming  niitliiiighcfelE, 

O  fily  pr«ft  I  D  fely  innocent! 

With  (ovecifeinon  thou  fhiit  baUcnCi  l6j 

O  ffi^cclci!  Til!  blind  ii  thy  cancel te, 

Fnr  QDthing  ait  thou  wire  orthcilifceite 

Wdich  th&t  thUfoi  yOiapen  hath  tn  thee ; 

Hi,  wi!y  wrenches  thou  de  niayft  not  f 


■WlicrWet 


0  ihe  ct 


It  rcrcrrcth  to  thy  confufio 
ii.ippymai  ' 


iSj 


idlhyrulie. 
And  eke  the  rjlfeneffb  of  that  other  wretih. 
As  fciforth  a»  lh»  my  connuig  willflrctch.     l£j, 

Thi*  chanon  wa>my  lord,  yewoldtn  -venej 
Eire  Holle,  in  faith,  and  by  the  heven  qut:ne. 
It  wai  ancithrr  chanon,  and  not  he 
ThAi  cao  an  hundred  part  more  (ubiiltce: 
Uc  hjlh  betraied  Colksi  many  a  time;  lAjl 

Of  hij  UlftnciTe  it  dollcth  me  to  rime  i 
l.vcrwhan  that  1  (pek«  nt'hiii  fallhciie 
iBrihameofhimmy  ehtliCiwaitnrtde, 
AlgJtes  they  beginiicn  lor  tn  glowe, 
k'jt  rediielTe have  1  nan, right  well  knowe,    i6j( 


lo  myvifjge,  torfnraeidivtrfc 

Of  motals  which  ft  have  hcrdmcrehfTfa 

Confunieil  han  uid  wafted  m;  rednirlVi;. 

Nowiakehedcorihi>i:h3naaicurk.liicrre. 

SiTf »  quad  the  liiuiQii^  lei  your  y^ai^n  gon 
For  quiklilTer,  th»t  we  it  had  anun, 
Andict  him  bringen  uDcesiwoor  diri-c. 
And  n-han  he  comclh  u  fifle  Ihul  jc  fie 
A  wonder  thing,  which  ye  fsw  never  er  tlii«. 

Site,  quo>lthcpreeA,itlharbcdun  ywi^. 
He  biid  hisfcrtMil  fctchcn  him  thisihing. 
And  he  alrcdywu  at  his  bidding, 

With  this  quikillver,  Ihortljf  for  to  Ijiii. 
And  lake  thiCe  upcct  three  to  tht  churiL!;iii, 
ADdhchcmlaide  weland  faireaduun, 
And  bad  the  ferniit  cold  fur  tu  liriij<;, 
f     I      That  he  inou  might  go  tu  hit  werkiug. 

I         The  colei  tight  anoa  vretcn  yfi-t, 
I^^M      And  thii>  chantin  tnke  out  a  cioHelct  ] 

HH  OChiF.  borome,  and  ihewed  it  tu  the  prccil. 
I^W  Tlitinllriinicnt,  ciuod  he,  which  ibat  ill. Ill  ."i,: 
^r  ■*^ike  in  thyn  hoiid,  »iidpiitthyl<.lf  ilmin 
P  ^^rihwquikril«ranuiice.andheri.litK.ii 
W  ir'^"  "•"•'"fCtifttoweiiphllDliipl.r.^t  1 
I  -^^  lerulfewe  which  that  IwoldLpiofre 
^  -.,  "  ^«''^'"Wi  hem  thutimichcofmyfticiitc; 
'^  *»««  rhuJyc;=ebyMF"ifn« 
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That  this  quikfilver  I  wol  mortifie 

Right  in  your  fight  anon  wichouten  lie,  1659^ 

And  make  it  as  good  (liver  and  s^s  fine 

As  ther  is  any  in  your  purfe  or  mine 

Or  elles  whet,  and  make  it  maUiable, 

And  clles  holdeth  mjs  falfe  and  unable 

Amonges  folk  for  ever  to  appcre.  l66c( 

I  have  a  poader  here,  that  coft  me  dere, 
Shal  make  all  good,  for  it  is  caufe  of  all 
My  conning  which  that  I  you  fiiewen  ihall. 
Voideth  your  man,  and  let  him  be  ther  out, 
And  (het  the  dore,  while  we  ben  about  l66c. 

Our  privetee,  that  no  man  os  efpie 
While  that  we  werke  iA  this  philofophie. 

All  as  he  bade  fulfilled  was  in  dede : 
This  ilke  fervant  anon  right  ont  ycde, 
And  his  maifler  fliette  the  dore  anon,  l66X( 

And  to  hir  labour  fpcdily  they  gon. 

This  preeft  at  this  cttrfed  chanons  btdding 
Upon  the  fire  anon  he  fet  this  thing, 
And  blew  tlie  fire,  and  befied  him  ful  faft; 
And  this  chanon  into  the  crofielet  caft  x66i 

A  pouder,  n'ot  I  never  wherof  it  was 
Ymade,  other  of  chalk,  other  of  glas. 
Or  fomwhat  elles,  was  not  worth  a  flic, 
To  blinden  with  this  preeft,  and  bade  him  hie 
1'hc  coles  for  to  couchen  all  iibove  iCda 

The  cruiTclct,  for  in  tokening  I  thee  love 
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^Qaod  this  chaii0o)  thine  owen  hondcs  two 
Shad  werken  all  thing  which  that  here  is  do. 

Gramd  mprey,  qaod  the  preefb,  and  was  ful  glad. 
And  couched  the  coles  as  the  chanon  liad ;       1 66  25 
And  while  he  hefy  was  this  fendly  wretch, 
Tbiafalfe  chanon,  (the  foule  fend  him  fetch) . 
Out  of  his  bdibm  toke  a  bechen  cole, 
In  which  ful  fubtiliy  was  made  an  hole. 
And  therin  put  was  of  fiWer  limaile  1 6630 

An  once,  and  flopped  was  widioutcn  faile 
The  hole  with  wax  to  kepe  the  limaile  in. 

And  underftandeth  that  this-falfe  gin 
Was  not  made  cher«  hot  it  was  made  before ; 
And  other  thinges  1  ihal  bell  you  more  16635 

Hereafcerlvard  which  tha^c  with  him  brought ; 
£r  he  c?me  ther  him  to  begile  he  thought. 
And  fo  he  did  or  that  they  went  atwin ; 
Til  he  had  toroed  htm  coad  he  not  biin. 
It  dolleth  me  whan  that  1  of  him  fpeke ;  X664O 

On  his  falfbede  fain  wold  I  me  awrekc 
If  {  wtfl  how ;  but  he  is  here  and  ther : 
He  is  fo  variaunt  he  abit  00  wher. 

But  taketh  hede,  Siren,  now,  for  Goddcs  love. 
He  toke  hi^ole,  of  wliich  I  fpuke  above,         j  6645 
And  in  his  bond  he  bare  it  privciy, 
And  whiles  the  preeil  couched  befily 
The  coles,  as  ( tolUe  you  er  this. 
This  chanon  (ayde;  Frend,  ye  don  amis ; 
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This  is  not  couched  as  it  ought  to  be,  l66jd 

But  Tone  I  ihal  amenden  it,  quod  he. 

Now  let  me  meddle  therwith  but  a  while. 

For  of  you  have  I  pitcc  by  Scint  Oile. 

Ye  ben  right  hot ;  I  fee  wel  how  ye  fwetc ; 

Have  here  a  cloth  and  wipe  away  the  wete.    16655 

And  whiles  that  the  preeft  wiped  his  face 
This  chanon  toke  his  cole  with  fory  grace, 
And  laied  it  above  on  the  midward 
Of  the  crofielet)  and  blew  wel  afterward, 
Til  that  the  coles  gonnen  £aft  to  bren.  1 666ci 

Now  yeve  us  drinke,  quod  this  chanon,  then, 
As  fwithe  all  ihall  be  wel  I  undertake : 
Sitte  we  doun,  and  let  us  mery  make. 
And  whanne  that  this  clMpones  bechen  cole 
Was  brent  all  the  limaileODt  of  the  hole        ■  16665 
Into  the  crofTelet  anon  fell  adonn ; 
And  fo  it  mufte  nedes  by  refoun, 
Sin  it  above  fo  even  couched  was,  -  * 

But  therof  will  the  preefl  nothing,  alas! 
He  demed  all  the  coles  ylike  good,  1667O 

For  of  the  fleight  he  nothing  underflood. 

And  whan  this  alkymiftre  faw  his  time, 
Rifeth  up,  Sire  Preeft,  quod  he,  and  ftondeth  by  me. 
And  for  I  wcte  wel  ingot  have  ye  non, 
Goth,  walketh  forth,  and  bringeth  a  chalk  fton, 
For  I  wol  make  it  of  the  fame  ihap  16676 

1  hat  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  have  hap : 


\ 


ring  el 


with 


reUesa 


,  nnd  ye  IHpI  wc!  Tec  thanne 
ow  that  ourbcQacQcfhal  thrive  uidprev 
And  yet,  for  ye  Ihul  have  no  milbelevc 
Ne  wiuDt:  (onceit  af  me  in  your  abrence, 
1  DC  Wfll  not  benoutof  yourprefeucc, 
Bui  go  with  fou,  and  came  with  you  again 

The  chambrc  dore.  fhoitlj  for  to  fain, 
They  opened  and  fliet,  and  went  tiir  wcy. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  caricd  the  key. 
And  earnen  jgain  withouten  any  del^y- 
What  ihuld  1  carieo  all  the  longc  day  ? 
He  toke  thechilk.atidfhnpciliQ  thewife 
Of  an  ingot,  at  I  fliatyou  dovifet 
1  [ay  he  toke  out  of  hi)  owen  flcve 
A  leine  of  CUcr  (yvcl  mote  he  cheve) 
Which  that  ne  was  but  a  jull  unce  of  weigh 
And  takelh  heed  aow  o£  his  curfcd  Height ; 
He  Ihop  hia  ingot  in  length  and  in  bredc 
Qf  thilke  tcine,  withouien  any  drede, 
SoQilythuiheprecllit  notcfpide. 
And  in  bii  ileve  again  he  gan  it  hide, 
And  from  the  £re  he  toke  up  his  matere, 
And  in  the  ingot  it  put  with  iiii:ry  chcre. 
And  ill  the  water-veffel  he  it  caR 
Whan  that  him  lift,  alid  \t*j^ 
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Wl»t,di*cli>fhcllc!fhDlditcUabtf-    ' 
Ghinng  of  lil*er  Giver  iiptrdc 

He  pat  luibond  in  uid  toke  up  i  tciiw 
or  filler  fine,  ud  fl>d  In  titty  reioe 
Wu  this  precft  irbu  he  bw  thai  it  wai  lb. 
Goddci  bteffing,  ud  bu  mothcri  (Ifo, 
AndallcHalwcj.haTere,  SireChalKniI 
S>fdctbiaprcell,ind  I  hirmaUfbn, 
fiutudycToucbebinfti]  cechctHDC 
ThU  noble  cnfl  ind  diii  AibtiUcce 
1  nol  be  Tour  in  all  thu  ever  i  mi}'. 

Quod  the  chiDon,  Yet  Wol  I  nuke  tSxj 
The  iECood  time,  (hat  f  e  mow  ttken  hede, 
And  ben  npert  of  lhii,'uid  in  your  nede 
Another  day  ifliy  in  min  abfcnce 
Thii  diTcipline  and  thit  crafty  fcietice. 
Let  Cake  another  unce.  quad  he  tha. 
Of  quiUilver,  withonten  wordea  mo. 
And  do  [herwith  aa  ye  have  don  er  ihi* 
With  that  other  which  ihat  now  (ilieria. 

The  preell  him  bdieth  all  that  ever  he  can 
To  don  at  thia  chapoo,  thit  curfid  man, 
Comaiandeth  him,  and  Taftc  blcwc  the  fir« 
for  to  come -to  the  cStSt  of  hii  ddire ; 
And  lliis  charon  tijiht  in  the  mens  while 
Al  redy  wa)  this  prcdl  eft  lo  begite. 
And  lor  a  counCEnance  in  hii  hond  bare 
An  ho1n\v  llikhc,  (take  ktp c  and  bewaic) 
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In  the  ende -of  which  an  unce  and  no  more 

Of  (liver  liniaile  put  was,  as  before  1^735 

Was  io  his  cole,  and  (lopped  with  wax  wel 

For  to  kepe  in  his  limaile  c  vety  del ; 

And  while  this  preeft  wa«  in  his  befincfle 

This  chanon  with  his  (likke  gan  him  drcile 

To  him  anon,  and  his  poudcr  cad  in  1^740 

As  he  did  erft,  (the  devil  out  of  his  Ikin 

Him  tome,  I  pray  to  God,  for  his  faMhede, 

F«r  he  wascver  falfe  in  thoug:ht  and  dede) 

And  with  his  (likke  above  the  croflelet, 

That  was  ordained  with  that  falfe  gct^  16 y^s 

He  ftirreth  the  coles  til  relenten  gan 

3^Jfteiirax  again  the  fire,  as  every  man 

But  he  a  fool  be  wote  wel  it  mote  nede. 

And  alLthat  in  the  (likke  was  oiit  yede. 

And  in  the  croiTelet  haftily  it  feil.  1^  730 

Now,  goode  Sires,  what  wol  ye  bet  than  wclf 
iVhan  that  this  prceft  was  thu«  begiicd  again, 
Suppofiog  nought  but  trouthe,  foth  to  fain, 
I^e  was  fo  glad  that  I  can  not  exprciTe 
In  no  manere  his  mirth  and  his  gladnefie,        1^755 
And  to  the  chanon  he  [iroferedcftAme 
IVidy  and  good.  Ye,  quod  the  chanon,  fonc. 
Though. poure  I  be  crafty  thou  (halt  mc  fiiide  : 
I  wame  thee  wel  yet  is  thcr  more  bchindc. 

Isther  anycoper  here  within?  fayd  he  ?       167O0 
Ye,  Sire,  quod  the  preed,  I  trow  ther  he. 

roiupnf  V.  li 
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£Iies  go  beie  us  fom,  and  that  as  fwithc. 

Now,  goode  Sire,  go  forth  tJiy  way  and  hie  the.  * 
He  went  his  way,  and  with  the  coper  he  came. 

And  this  chanon  it  in  his  hondes  name,  16765- 

And  of  that  coper  weyed  out  an  udce. 

To  fimplc  18  my  tonge  to  pronounce, 

As  minifler  of  my  wir,  the  doubleneiTe 

Of  this  chanoo,  rote  of  all  curfednefTe : 

He  femed  frendly  to  hem  that  knew  him  nought. 

But  he  ^as  fendly  both  in  werk  and  thought.  16771- 

It  werieth  me  to  tell  of  his  falfenefle. 

And  nathelesyet  woi  I  it  exprefie. 

To  thatentent  men  may  beware  tberby. 

And  for  non  other  canfe  trewely.  1^775 

He  put  this  coper  into  the  crofielet. 
And  on  the  fire  as  fwithe  he  hath  it  fet. 
And  cad  in  pouder,  and  made  the  preeft  to  blow. 
And  in  his  werking  for  to  ftoupen  low 
As  he  did  eril,  and  all  ii*as  but  a  jape;  l67S# 

Right  as  him  lift  the  preeft  he  made  his  ape ; 
And  afterward  in  the  ingot  he  it  caft. 
And  in  the  panne  put  it  at  the  laft 
Of  water,  and  in  he  put  his  owen  bond : 
And  in  his  fleve,  as  ye  beforcn  bond  16785- 

Herde  me  tell,  he  had  a  filver  teine ; 
Hr  Jlily  toke  it  out,  this  curfed  heine, 
(Unweting  this  prccft  of  his  falfe  craft) 
-And  in  the  panoes  botome  ht  llVakv 


ft 

■r 
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Mr  lombleth  to  and  fro,  1 6790 

prtralytokevpaUb 

wtt  (not  knowing  tfailke^reeft) 

iMdm  Jieote  by  the  breft, 

mke,  and  that  (aid  in  hit  game; 

BB;-byOodfc  be  to  blames        16795 

•w,  at  I  did  yon  whilere; 

■*d,  and  loketh  what  it  cfaeie. 

xAt  np  thiiiil  ver  teioe  aoon  t 

aid  tke  dumon,  X.et  ut  gon         16799 

rac4eiAet  which  that  me  ban  wrought 

mkh,  and  wete  if  they  bon  oaght, 

tfa  I  tCcidc  for  mylifKHl 

eren  filwer-fine  and  good, 

iritbe  wcljirevedibal  hhe, 

^diUbiith  with  thifeteines  three  l68oi 

MO,  and  put  hem  in  aflay 

unmer:  might  no  man  fay  nay 

weren  at-hem  ought  to  be. 

pK:<ft,  who  watg]adder  than  he( 

id  gkdder  againt<the  day,  <68lo 

le  tn  the  fafon  of  May  - 

0  that  lift  better  •to,iiBg, 
rJn  carolling, 

:e4lf  love  and  womanhede, 

armea  don  a  hardy  dede  <68 15 

1  grace  of  his  lady  dere, 
hitpreed  this  craft  for  to  Icre; 

aij 
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FortheloTeOfGadtlM^UBlbdlklt  .^ 

AadMlnajdefcmkioMyoa,  16IM 

Whacllult&urMritMft^Mlletkmenow..  '^ 
Bj  o*t  X-ady,  ^od  tliii  rh««iB.  it  k  dcT& 

InSngleloDdtktrcuBanutiitmAe.  '{ 

N(ifarK,f*Mlke:Bnr,Birc,lbreaddeiltt«    i' 
WhulliaU.lpaTftdlet)imcl]min7.         litatC 

Yirii,  qfioi  ke,  it  ii  hi  dcie  1  bf. 
Sire,  mt »  wwd,  if  ital  JO*  lift  it  have 
Ye  ihUfV^  fbarqr  pomd,  £)  ead  BK  b««; 
And  d'ck  ibe  faeadlbip  tkit  yc  did  er  tUt      silj* 
To  me  ye  ftuldeo  ptTW  bb««  jwli.  .  | 

Thiipre^tbcfBinoifcpivrpciuidinaii  \ 

Of  tiobki  fet.  Mid  toke  facB  tvtnch  Mi 
TothiictuDODfoiclUiiUcenctit.  -  .1^ 

All  hit  wctkiog  b'u  bsc  frud  iBd  deceit.       itVsf 

Sire  Ffteft,  be  bid,  I  kepe  far  to  bxtt  no  k>«»      ; 
Of  my  cmft,  ior  I  w»ld  it  w«r«  kept  tkMM, 
Ami  at  ye  kiie  me  ktpcth  it  lecree,. 
For  if  men  knewen  ill  ny  fubtilcw. 
By  God  tbey  wridea  hMt  £>  grel  cbti*  itSfC 

To  me,  bccaufeof  my  phila(b)thie, 
I  jliuld  be  dedi  thu  weK  ooB  otha  wiy, 

God  it  forbcdc,  fued  ih*  precfl,  wku  ye  fay  t 
Yet  bad  1  le*er  fpcnden  all  the  good 
Vhich  that  I  ban  (uxl  elici  wen  t  wood]      tG&4  J' 


i*«iirjucnE3VAi.t-         8j 

Oast  tlur  yc  (bu!d  fallen  in  ftritlirintrchcre. 

For  youi  goad  will,  Sire,  hare  yt  right  good  prtfc, 
^od  the  Lhinca;  anditTti/rl,  grttiit  arcrry  ■ 

i  way,  and  Ofvct  rlie  pTeeil  him  fey 
Aficr  chat tjajr.  AnJ  whantlut  ihisprttftfliold 


■rlli 


it,  fan 


D,  thus  bc]  aped  audbc^;Ucd  wuhe; 
[%u>  isabctli  he  hit  intrudui^imi 
;abriiigaifolktDhirddtru<Si<in. 

Coiifidcicth,  Siret.hiw  ihnt  in  crhr  «ilaC 
(Cn  men  and  gold  thcr  ii  dEbM, 
talerfurth  that  nnnedinia  tha  noH. 
(Till  multiplf  ing  lii  Mint  miny  on 
Hiai  is  %ooA  Faith  1  trowe  ihat  ii  he 
Hie  caufc  grecefl  of  Twiche  lcai£lcc. 
Kiifc  pliilofophra  fpeke  fo  niiftily 
td  this  ctaftthw  men  c»rnot  comt  thfrby 

St  any  vil  thtJ:  men  have  now  ai^aj'cs ; 

hcj  mow  wd  chatercn  a.^  do:*  tlitfc  ^ayee, 

nd  in  hir  termei  let  hir  lull  and  ptirw, 

acta  hit  purpes  (htd  rhey  never  aneiiie. 

.  man  may  lightly  Icme,  if  he  have  ought. 
To  mulciplic  and  brinfr  h'n  good  (o  nought. 
1.0,  fwiche  a  lucre  is  in  ihit  Ihlly  g»me 

And  tnipti™  alio  gret  and  bevy  purff  i, 
Aiid  maken  folk  [or  to  puididren  cucifs 
Hiij 
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Of  hem  that  han  therto  hir  goo^  ylent. 

O,  fy  fur  ihame !  they  that  han  be  brent,         x6l 

Alas !  can  they  not  flee  the  fires  hete  ? 

Yc  that  it  ufe  (rede  that  ye  it  lete, 

Left  ye  lefe  all ;  for  bet  than  nevttr  is  Tate  r 

Never  to  thriven  were  to  long  a  date : 

I'hough  ye  proUe  ay  ye  fliul  it  Berer  find ;       16! 

Ye  ben  as  bold  as  is  Bayard  tiie  blind, 

That  blondereth  forth,  and  peril  cafleth  non  ^ 

He  is  as  bold  to  renne  agains  a  fton^ 

As  for  to>go  befidcs  in  the  way  ; 

So  faren  ye  that  multipHen  1  fay.  x61 

If  that  yottr  eyen  cannot  feen  aright 

Lokcth  that  your?  mind  lacke  not  his  fight, 

For  though  ye  loke  never  fo  brode  and  flare 

Yc  fhuln  not  win  a  mite  en  that  chaifare, 

But  waften  all  that  ye  may  rape  and  rcnne.     J  62 

Withdraw  the  fire  left  it  to  fafte  brenne ; 

Mcdlcth  no  more  with  that  art  I  mene. 

For  if  ye  don  your  thrift  is  gon  ful  clene  ; 

And  right  asfwithe  1  wol  you  tellen  here 

What  philofophres  fain  in  this  matere.  i6i 

l.o,  thus  faith  Arnoldc  of  the  newe  toun, 
As  his  Rofarie  maketh  mcntioun  ; 
I  Ic  faith  right  thus,  withouten  any  lie^ 
Thcr  may  no  man  mercuric  mortific 
But  it  be  with  his  brothers  knowlcching.         165 

Lo,  how  that  he  which  firfte  faiu  this  thing 
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Of  philofophres  father  wan,  Hermes ; 

He  faith  how  that  the  dragon  douteles 

Me  dieth  not  hut  if  that  he  he  flain 

With  his  brother;  and  this  is  for  to  fain,  16905 

By  the  dragon  Mercury  and  non  other 

He  nnderftood,  and  Brimftone  by  his  brother. 

That  out  of  Sal  and  Luna  were  ydrawe. 

And  therfore,  faid  he.  Take  heed  to  my  fawe : 
I^  no  man  befie  him  this  art  to  feche  x69l9' 

Bat  if  that  he  the  cntention  and  fpeche 
Of  philofophres  nnderftonden  can. 
And  if  he  do  he  16  a  lewed  man ; 
For  this  fcience  and  this  conning  (quod  he) 
Is  of  the  fecree  of  fecrces  parde.  16915 

Alfo  ther  was  a  difciple  of  Plato 
That  on  a  time  faid  his  maifter  to, 
As  his  book  Senior  wol  here  witncfTc, 
And  this  was  his  demand  in  ibthfallncfle, 

ir.  itfgiy.  tbcjtcreeofjecrecsl  He  alludes  to  a  treatifc  en- 
titled Secreta  Secretorum^  which  was  fuppofed  to  contain  t\^ 
fum  of  Ariflotle*s  inftrndions  to  Alexander.  See  Fabric.  Bibl. 
Gr.y.W.  p.  167.  It  was  very  popular  Irrthe  middle  ages,  ^gi- 
dius  de  Column!,  a  famous  divine  axxl  bilhop  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  1 3th  century,  built  upon  it  his  book  De  Reginiim  Prin- 
tipufflf  of  which  ourOccleve  madca  free  translation  in  Englilk 
verfc,  and  addreflcd  ft  to  Henry  V.  while  Prince  of  Wales.  A 
patt  of  Lydgate's  tranflation  of  the  Secreta  Suniorum  h  print- 
ed in  Afbinole*s  Tbeat.  Cbun.  Bri:.  p.  597. ;  he  did  not  tranflate 
more  than  about  lialf  of  it,  being  prevented  by  death.  Sec  mf. 
Harl.  Z2?i,  and  Tanner^  Bib.  Brit,  in  v.  Lydgate.  The  i»rc.»tcft 
part  of  the  7th  book  of  G9wer''s  Conf.Amant.  is  taken  Irom  this 
fuppofed  work  of  Arittotle. 

t.  16P18.  iU  bis  book  Senior'}  Ed.  Urr.  reads — As  in  lubosk 
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Telle  Die  the  name  of  thilke  privee  (Ion.         l6g7M 

And  Plato  anfwerd  unto  him  anon ; 
Take  the  ilon  that  Thanos  men  name. 
Which  is  that  ?  qaod  he.  Magrnetia  is  the  fame, 
Salde  Plato.  Ye,  Sire,  and  is  it  thus  f 
This  is  ignUumper  i^fftius,  1 6915 

What  is  magnetia,  good  Sire,  1  pray  ? 

It  is  a  ^'ater  that  is  made,  I  fay, 
Of  the  clementes  foore,  quod  Plato. 

Tell  me  the  rote,  good  Sire,  quod  he  tho, 
Of  that  water,  if  that  it  be  your  will.  16930 

Nay,  nay,  quod  Plato,  certain  that  T  n*ili : 
The  philofophres  were  fwomc  everich  on 
That  they  ne  fhuld  difcover  it  unto  non, 
Ne  in  no  book  it  write  in  no  manere, 
For  unto  God  it  is  fo  lefe  and  dere  "^^9^$ 

That  he  wol  not  that  it  difcovered  be 
But  wher  it  liketh  to  hisdcitee 
IVTau  tor  to  enfpire,  and  eke  for  to  dcfende 
Whom  that  him  liketh  ;  lo,  this  is  the  ende. 

Th.an  thus  conclude  1 ;  finthut  Godofhcven  1694O 
Ke  wol  not  that  the  philofophics  neven 

— wJi'ch  I  'hould  have  rrcfcrrod  to  the  con-.mon  rcadinp  if  I 
had  tVund  It  in  any  copy  (j:  brticr  auih>  ri'.y. —  I  hi:  l;"ok  al- 
ludcil  tci  i«  piintc'd  in  the  Thcan u.r.  Ci:cn:':cun\  vol.  v.  p.  iip, 
iiTulcr  this  title,  Senior'n  ZJ(1:!'\i7!.  IIaiujcHs  I.t'-kIj  CyruiCii, 
'i'lic  itory  which  follows  (^f  Plato  and  hin  d:;<  i;>lc  is  th-.rc  told, 
fp.  ^49,]  with  lomc  v.iri.i lions,  ol\';iloinc.n  ;  '•  Di.'cit  ' ,:I.-j/i!on 

**  rex,  Uccij.c  l;ip'dt;i;  «;ui  di.inir  Tf  'tarios Pxi'  r.4[)!e!is, 

"  Ai:lt;;i,i  ti.Jii  illu!n.  Ijixit,  cil  c'-rpiis  ;.t. .;:•.;  .V  ■-  !'.i>.it.  i;uid 
"  eft  ir.dSy-'/ta?  Rcfpcndit,  m.iS'K''  ^  ^'^  '7''  '>  '.•'''i''f "I'v--^/'  iT*'-* 
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How  that  a  man  ihal  come  noto  this  fion, 

I  rede  a^  fur  the  beil  to  let  it  gon  ; 

For  who  fo  maketh  God  his  adverfary. 

As  for  to  werken  any  thing  in  contrary  1^945 

Of  his  will,  certes  never  (hal  he  thrive, 

Though  that  he  multiply  tcrme  of  his  live. 

And  ther  a  point,  for  ended  is  my  I'ale. 

God  fend  every  good  man  bote  of  his  bale !      169^9 

THE  MANCIPLES  PROLOGUE. 

WcTE  ye  not  wher  ftomleth  a  litel  toun 

Which  that  ycleped  is  Bob-up-and-douu, 

Under  the  Bice  in  Canterbury  way  ? 

Ther  gan  our  Hofle  to  jape  and  to  play. 

And  fayde ;  Sires,  what  f  Dun  is  in  the  mire ; 

Ii  ther  no  man  for  praiere  ne  for  hire  ^^-955 

That  wol  awaken  our  felaw  behind  ? 

A  thefe  him  might  ful  lightly  rob  and  bind  : 

See  how  he  nappeth,  fee,  for  cockes  bones. 

As  he  wold  fallen  from  his  hors  atones. 

Is  that  a  coke  of  London ,  with  mefchance  ?      1 6 9  6 9 

Do  him  come  forth,  he  knoweth  his  penance, 

f.  16961.  Do  bim  come  forth}  So  oiff.  AJk.  i,  2,  and  fumr. 
others,  'llic  common  reading  I*— Do  bim  comfort.  The  aite- 
fttlon  is  material,  not  only  as  it  gives  a  cie.ircr  feiife,  but  as  it 
fcjtiniatcs  to  \i8  that  the  narrator  of  a  Talc  xvas  m.idc  to  cdhic 
ttut  of  the  crowd,  and  to  take  his  place  within  hearing  o!  the 
Hoft during  his  narration.  Agreeably  to  this  notion  when  the 
Hoft  calls  upon  Chaucer  [ver.  1 3^28,3  he  fays, 

Approche  nere,  and  liike  up  merily. 
*         Ncrvr  ware  y<»u,  !>irea,  and  let  this  rp:in  Aavc  pla«~c. 

tt  was  neceflary  tliat  the  Hottc,  who  was  to  hcjuge  and  rcjcr'^. 
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For  he  flial  tell  a  Tale  by  my  fey. 
Although  it  be  not  worth  a  hotel  hey« 
Awake,  thou  coke,-quod  he;  God yeve  thee forwe, 
What  aileth  thee  to  flepen  by  the  mor  we  ?       1 69^ 
Hall  thou  had  fleen  al  night,  or  art  thou  dronke  i 
Or  haft  thou  with  fom  queue  al  night  yfwonke 
So  that  thou  mayft  sot  holden  up  thin  hcd  f 

This  coke,  that  was  ful  pale  and  nothing  red, 
Sayd  to  our  Hofte ;  So  God  my  fioule  blejie,     1697 
As  ther  is  falle  on  me  fwiche  hevineife, 
N'ot  I  nat  why,  that  me  w«re  lever  to  flepe 
Than  the  beft  gallon  wine  that  is  in  Chepe. 

Wei,  quod  the  Manciple,  if  it  may  don  efc 
To  thee,  Sire  Coke,  and  to  no  wight  difpkfc  l6^J 
Which  that  here  rideth  in  this  compagnie. 
And  that  our  Hofte  wol  of  his  curtdie, 
4  wol  as  now  excufe  thee  of  thy  Talc, 
For  in  good  faith  thy  vifage  is  fiil  pale : 
Thin  eyen  dafen,  fothly  as  me  thinketh,  169S 

And  wel  I  wot  thy  brcth  ful  foure  ftinketh, 
That  iheweth  wel  thou  art  not  wel  difpofed : 
Of  me  certain  thou  Aalt  not  ben  yglofed. 

Jour  of  the  Tales,  [ver.  816,]  thould  hear  tlicm  all  diftin£tl] 
the  others  might  liear  as  much  as  tliey  could  or  as  they  chc 
of  them.  It  would  have  required  the  lungs  of  a  Stentor  to  fi^ej 
audibly  to  a  comparry  of  tiiirty  people  trotting  on  together 
a  road  of  the  14th  century. 

•^.  16965.  tojlei'cn  by  the  monve}  Thismuft  be  underftoc 

generally  for  the  daytime,  as  it  was  then  afternoon.  It  li 

been  oblcrvcd  in  tlic  Di/.^Jur/e,  \S'c.  ^.  1 IJ,  that  in  this  cplfo< 

oTififi  Coke  no  aotlcc  h  Ukeo  of  his  having  toldaTak  beiui 
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V  he  gralpeth, lo,  this  dronken  wight, 

igh  he  wold  us  fwalow  anon  right !       I  ^198  j 

\ok  thy  mouth,  man,  by  thy  father  klo ; 

Til  of  helle  fet  his  foot  thcrin, 

rfed  brcth  enfci51en  wol  us  alic : 

king  fwine !  fy,  foul  mote  thee  befallc ! 

rth  heed,  Sires,  of  this  lufty  man.  1 6990 

wete  Sire!  wol  yejufl  at  the  fan? 

me  thinkcth  ye  be  wel  yihape : 

:hat  ye  hare  dronken  win  of  ape, 

191 .  tuclye/uj  at  tbefjtii^  Some  mlT.  read — t-.t,;.  T1-  r 
K)tl)  wordh  ih  the  fitme.  The  thing  meant  U  rl>c  qui:)' 
i!ch  is  called  z/.in  01  'L'(iN,rr()m  its  tiiniinp  rdii'ul  like 
Tcock.  See  Du  Cjr.fCf  in  v.  l^aiu^  Me,.,^ricr  fur  us 
a»  f)iinrcd  by  Mtnaic^  Did.  Rtyiml.  in  v.  ^lintJiiUt 
:.■!'.'  I'jrocb.  Ami  I. 

;95.  iL'in  "/'V-O  This  is  the  reading  of  mfT.  HjI.  D.  F. 
\i.  I,  and  I  I'iClicve  the  true  one.  The  cxpUnatit^n  in 
'.  of  this  and  tlie  preceding  p4iTa);e  from  Mr.  S^iei^ht  ij 
jIuiu  tci  be  repeated,  ifin  of  ape  I  undertland  to  xui^JlW 
At  ztn  lie  Jin  ft  in  the  old  Cjlc>uUl:r  des  Ui  r^i.rs,  (ipn . 
riit  aii'hrir  ia  treating  i)f  jihiliogiiomy,  nr^Ji  in  Irsi  dc« 
of  the  fourtemperamenta  he  mcntit.n.i,  amon^'  otlur 
incc*,  the  different  cfictts  of  wire  upon  th':m.  Th; 
.,  he  fays,  *•  W  I'in  de  /.yen  ;  cell  a  dire,  quant  a  hicn 
lult  tanler  noyfcret  battre" — The  fanguine,  *'  .1  tin 
•:  ijuanta  plui  bcurant  eft  plusjoycux.'* — In  the  irtnie 
he  ph'iSgma'^icJ;  is  faid  to  have  i-in  d,' )r'>:i:oHf  and  the 
>hck  I'in  de  fone.iu. — I  find  the  fame  four  aninial.-; 
3  Ulultrate  the clleds  of  wine  in  a  little  rahbiriic.il  tia- 
hich  I  ihail  tranfcribc  here  .*Tt)m  KiAr/V.  Cod.  -ftud.'- 
vol,  i.  p.  2:?.  J  **  Vincas  pJantani:  Noacho  i^ataiMrn 
iffo  mcmoraiit,  qui,  duni  Noa  vitcb  pla:.t.iict,  m.vd.i- 
>ud  ilia*  otftm,  Icor.cm^jim'uim  ct/iuin  :  quoil  priiici- 
iii  vini  homo  fit  inlhr  o-z'/-',  virum  fumptum  cHuiat 
line  Uo^icvis  Urgiuk  haultum  ir.utct  cum  in  f^iltanic^u 
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And  that  is  whan  men  playen  with  a  draw. 

And  with  this  fpeche  the  coke  waxed  all  wraw,  • 
And  on  the  Manciple  he  gan  nod  faft  16996 

For  lacke  of  fpeche,  and  doun  his  hors  him  cafl, 
Wher  as  he  lay  til  that  men  him  up  toke  : 
This  was  a  faire  chivachee  of  a  coke : 
Alas  that  he  ne  had  hold  him  by  his  ladel!        1 7COO 
And  er  that  he  agen  were  in  the  fadel 
Thcr  was  gret  (hoving  bothe  to  and  fro 
To  life  him  up,  and  mochel  care  and  wo. 
So  onweldy  was  this  fely  palled  goft ; 
And  to  the  Manciple  than  fpakeour  Hoft.      1 70C5 

Becaufe  that  drinke  hath  domination 

Upon  this  man,  by  my  falvation 

I  trow  he  lewedly  wol  tell  his  Tale  ; 

For  were  it  win  or  old  or  moifty  ale 

That  he  hath  dronkc  he  fpeketh  in  his  nofe,     1 76IO 

And  fnefeth  faft,  and  eke  he  hath  the  pofe ; 

He  alfo  hath  to  don  more  than  ynough 

To  kcpe  him  on  his  capel  out  of  the  ilough, 

And  if  he  falle  from  of  his  capel  cftfone 

Than  fliul  we  alle  have  ynough  to  done  I7015 

In  lifting  up  his  hevy  dronken  cors. 

Tell  on  thy  Tale,  of  him  make  I  no  force. 

**/imiam,  ad  cbrictatcm  infurum  tranufbrmct  ilium  In  pollu* 
**  tam  et  proftratam/Mfm.*'  8«e  alfo  Geja  Komanoruntt  c.i  59^ 
wliere  a  ftory  of  the  ftme  purport  fs  quoted  from  Jofepbus^  ••  In 
♦'  librode  c.ifu  rerum  naturalium." 

i,r.  16999.  (7/..'.';vr.Hrj.7.'iV]  A  fair  expedition.  Scc  the  n. 
on  vcT.  85.  The  common  cditt.  read — cbeuij^irxt. 
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But  yet,  Manciple,  in  £aith  thoa  art  to  nice 
Thus  openly  to  repreve  him  of  his  vice ; 
Another  day  he  wol  paraventure  X  7020 

Redeimen  thoe,  and  brin^  thee  to  the  lure ; 
I  mens  he  fpckcn  wol  offmale  thinges. 
As  for  to  pinchen  at  thy  rekenioges, 
That  were  not  honeft  if  it  came  to  prcfe. 

Quod  the  Manciple,  That  were  a  gret  mcfchefe ; 
So  might  he  lightly  bring  me  in  the  fnare;      1 7ca6 
Yet  had  I  lever  payen  for  the  mare 
Which  he  rit  on  than  he  (huld  with  me  ftrive: 
I  wol  not  wrathen  him,  fo  mote  I  thrive : 
That  that  I  fpake  I  fayd  it  in  my  bourd.  1 7030 

And  wete  ye  what  ?  I  have  here  in  my  gourd 
A  draught  of  win,  ye  of  a  ripe  grape, 
And  right  anon  ye  (hul  feen  a  good  jape ; 
This  coke  (hal  drinke  therof  if  that  \  may; 
Up  peine  of  my  lif  he  wol  Aot  fay  nay.  z  7035 

And  certainly,  to  tellen  as  it  was, 
Of  this  vefTell  the  coke  dranke  faft,  (alas! 
What  nedeth  it  f  he  dranke  ynough  befome) 
And  whan  he  hadde  pouped  in  hid  home 
To  the  Manciple  he  toke  the  gourd  again ;      1 704^ 
And  of  that  drinke  the  coke  was  wonder  fain, 
Aod  tbooked  him  in  fwiche  wife  as  he  coude. 

Than  gan  our  Hofte  to  latfghen  wonder  loude. 
And  fayd ;  I  fee  wel  it  is  neceffary 
Wher  that  we  gon  good  drinke  with  us  to  cary,  17045 

Folumi  r.  I 
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For  that  wol  turnen  rancour  aad  difefe 

'10  :iccord  and  love,  and  many  a  wrong  apefe. 

O  Bacchu!<,  Bacchus !  bleiTed  be  thy  name. 
That  fo  canft  turnen  erneft  into  game; 
WorHup  and  thonke  be  to  thy  deitee.  X  705O 

Of  that  matcre  ye  get  no  more  of  mc. 
Tell  (in  thy  Tale,  Manciple,  1  thee  pray. 

Wcl,  Sire,  quod  he,  now  hcrkeneth  what  I  far. 

THE  MANCIPLES  TALE. 

\  V  HAN  Phcbus  dwelled  here  in  crth  adoun, 

As  oU!e  bookcs  niaken  mentioun,  1 7OJ5 

He  was  the  mode  lufty  bachelcr 

Of  all  this  world,  and  eke  the  bcil  archer : 

lit  ilv)w  riilton  the  ferpcwt  as  he  lay 

Slepiiig  I'^-aiiiji  the  fumic  upon  a  day, 

And  minis-  a::other  noble  worthy  dedc  I7c6o 

11^  with  his  how  wrought,  as  men  mowen  rede. 

Pl.iycn  h;;  cor.dc  on  every  minflraicic. 
And  fii:gcn  that  it  was  a  mclcdie 
Tt)  lier<;n  of  his  clere  vois  the  foun  t 
C\  rtCvS  the  King  of  Thebes  Amphioun,  X7065 

That  with  his  Tinging  walled  the  citee, 
Coud  ii;:vcr  fingen  half  fo  wel  a&  he. 

-T't' .'./.•.•.••••/•.'••Tj.V]  Phoebus  kepeth  a  whiter rnw  wlilch caa 
fp-cili  .i»a  JAy,  The  crow  accufeih  his  wife,  ot  whom  he  wai 
t>\^  u Mlin.it,  to  li.ive  played  talfc  in  his  abfcncc ;  h^roupon  with 
ii.rnroA  ho  i'.nyctlvhis  wiJV,  but  after rcpeiKir.^ofUis  rathncft 
iK-  -...katli  iCNcnj^t  of  the  crow.  Urry, 


lerto  he  wai  the  remelit Ac  mm 
hiE  ii  or  wai  Clhen  the  world  be^an. 
Dut  oedEih  it  his  fcture  to  dcfctJFc  f 
BTtn  thi.  world  n'H  Qon  fo  tire  on  IIwe  ; 
Icwas  ihcrwith  fulQlleol  of  gemillclTe, 
f honour,  and  of  parGle  warlhintfrc. 
Thb  Phebua,  that  was  flour  of  bachrlctle, 
Iwcl  in  fredamuin  chivalric, 
tr  his  difport,  in  fignc  eke  of  vifiorie 
iPhkon,  To  as  toUeth  ■■>  the  done, 
tu  wont  to  berco  in  hit  bond  a  bowe. 
im  had  thia  Phibus  in  hit  houi  a  crowe, 
Hiich  in  a  cage  be  foftred  many  a  day, 
nd  taught  it  rpekcn,  aj  men  tcche  a  jiy. 

ladcontrefetc  the  fpeche  of  every  man 
b  coude  whan  he  {hulde  tell  a  tale ; 
licTwithin  all  thitiyoridnonighiiiigale 
He  coude  by  an  hundred  thoofand  del 
Singeti  fiiwondcrmerilyandwd. 

Now  h^d  thi*  Phebus  in  h'n  hous  a  wif 
Which  that  he  loved  niore  than  his  lif, 
And  night  and  day  did  errr  hia  diligctice 
Hire  for  lu  plefe  and  don  hire  nmaicc ; 
S><<!  only,  if  tliat !  the  loth  jhil  fain. 
Jilom  he  wa.',  ind  wold  have  kept  hire  T^in, 
For  him  were  Inth  yjapcd  fnrio  be, 
And  fo  ii  every  wight  in  fwiche  dtgrec  ; 

Mi 


iro 


TSK  XJ.SCI?SZ9  TA&I. 


L-^T  2!'.  :^r  sca^t,  &>r  it  xvailccii  nuiiglifi. 

A  e  ''''«^  ^^-  cboE  15  dexze  ot  wcrk  3cti  thought, 

^h::l(i  Dcc  c«  kiipc  is  sen  iwa-t  ccrcsia; 

/'  r  -i  :re'arei'f'  eke  L'^iacr  » la  ^lia 

Tr,  k£p«2ihrewe,  foric  wuLuccbc.  1710 

Tr.:«  held  I  for  a  Tcnr  iiiccnc 

7  o  fpl:!en  bboor  fcr  ro  kepez  wivn: 

'r?.uA  wrhen  olde  clerk»  ic  hir  L:v;:s. 

# 

Eut  now  to  porp<»  as  I  tord  b«g3C. 
'f'i:i»  worthy  Phebcsdoch  all  chit  he  can  1 7 19 

lo  plefen  hire,  wcnicg  thur^rh  fwiche  plcfaace, 
A:i(i  for  hit  maRhood  ird  hi^  poTerrance, 
'I'liat  no  man  (huhic  pui  him  from  hire  grace ; 
lint  Ood  it  wote  ther  may  no  man  mil>nce 
A"*  to  dcflreine a  thir^  which  that  Nature        X7XI 
Mifh  naturelly  fct  in  a  creature. 

Take  any  brid  and  put  it  in  a  cage. 

And  do  all  thin  entente  and  thy  corage 

To  foHrr  it  tcndrely  with  mete  and  drinke 

OCailr  dcinteei  that  thou  canil  bcthinke,         I7XI 

Aim!  kc'pc  it  al  fo  cienely  a»  thou  nuv, 

Althoii;;h  the  cage  cf  golJ  bo  nc  vtr  In  gray. 

Yd  hud  this  brid  bv  cwrntv  tii^nini-o  toM 

l.(  vcT  in  a  foreft  that  i-" y-Wc  cvk\  <o\{ 

<  J»»ii  it«;n  wormcB  and  fwiibf  wrrtilu'ihieiTc  :  171a 

I'or  ever  thix  brid  will  don  his  bcfinin^: 

t .  1 7 1 1 1.  Tjke  any  h'itl}  Tlrk  |'.»(Tapf  U  ttni  like  f^ne  wh'c 
f'.ii  (K  (. urrcd  l)crorc  in  Ths  Squicreg  I'.ilf,  vcr.  lojzs.  'II 
»li(Mi|;lit  i»  I'lainly  taken  trom  iJ>..i';i.'.f,l.  lii.  met,  -.  ^cc  all 
i:: './.  lU  U  R,  vcr.  147 1 7 — 34* 


TllirMUkllCITU»Til&B«"  lOZ 

ToeCaptonik  of  hb  cage  whan  that  he  may : 
Hia  liberteetlw  hrid  defireth  aj. 

licttake  a  caty  and  foller  hifc  with  mxlke 
And  tendre  fleih,  and  make  hire  c9ouchc  of  fiUce, 
And  let  hire  fee  a  moils  go  by  the  wall,.         i7ti6 
Anon  (he  weiveth  miDce  and  fie(h  and  all. 
And  every  detntee  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swiche  appetit  hath  flie  to  ete  the  mous* 
JLiO»  here  hath  kind  hire  domimtiony  I  ^^  130 

And  appetit  flemeth  dilcredoo* 

A  fte-wolf  hath  alio  8  Tiiaitts  kind  I 
The  lewedefte  wdf  that  flie  may  find. 
Or  left  ofrepntation^  wol  (he  take 
In  time  whan  hire  Ittil  to  have  a  make*  '7l3f 

All  thife  enfamples  fpeke  I  by  thife  men 
That  ben  ontrewe,  and  nothing  by  women; 
For  men  have  ever  a  likerous  appetit 
On  lower  thing  to  parforme  hir  delit 
Than  on  hir  wives,  be  they  never  fo  faire       i  y  140 
Ne  never  fo  trewe  ne  fo  debonaire. 

^.  1 7 1 24.  Z/f  tale  a  caQ  This  If  imitated  from  kom.  dela  R, 
ter.  148x5. 

^.  1 7 1 30.  Za«  bere  bath  kind}  So  tnO*.  >f/l.  1,  s.  The  com' 
moo  editt.  read/to^.  Kind  is  nature.  See  tlie  next  line  but  one, 
and  vet.  I09Z2, 4. 

%.  17 1 32*  ''f  /bf-wo/f}  This  is  alfo  from  the  Rom*  de  la  R, 
rex,  814%.  {         ^ 

Tout  ainS  comme  fait  It  louTe« 

Qkc  ft  fofie  tatit  empire, 

^'dle  great  it  tout  loupi  to  bIk. 

T  "' 


toft 
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Fleili  is  fo  nmmStm^yiMiwMameov 
That  we  ne  conin  nochiBf  htvc  |ddaiice 
That  foDti^  «itb  vwrtoe  any  whUt. 

ThuPJidNH,wliidi  that  thcwgfat  upon  no  gile,     . 
DifceivedwuisraUKiijoliiee,  X7i#( 

For  under  blm  another  luuiUfe  flie»  , 
A  man  of  litd  n^ittation, 
Nought  worth  to  Pbdma  in  eoaiparifon : 
The  more  harmaia:  It  happetk  often  To,         l^fj* 
Of  which  ther  cometh  mocliol  hiraie  and  wo» 

And  fo  befell  whan  IHuibaa  w«f  ablent 
His  wif  anon  hath  for  bire^lemman  ftnt* 
HirelenunanlcertetthatitaknavUhfpcclyt         } 
If oryeve  it  moi  and  that  1  yoo  befeche.  X  7 1 j^ 

The  wile  Platu  fityth,  at  ye  mow  redO) 
The  word  mnft  nede  accorden  with  the  dcde  t 
If  men  fhul  teilen  proprely  a  thing 
The  word  muft  en^n  be  to  the  werking* 
I  am  a  boiAoos  man,  right  thut  fay  i ;  jj  ifo 

Ther  is  no  difference  trewcly 
Betwix  a  wif  that  is  of  high  degree 
( If  of  hire  body  dilhoneft  ibe  be) 
And  any  poure  wenche,  other  than  this, 
( If  it  fo  be  they  werken  both  amis)  X  7 1 65 

But  for  the  gentil  is  in  eft«^t  above 
She  fhal  be  cleped  his  Lady  and  his  I^ve, 
And  for  that  other  is  a  poure  woman 
8he  Ihal  be  cleped  his  Wenche  and  his  Lemmas ; 


TM«A%etr 


noCt,iiiiiiowendere  brother!      17170 

w  that  on  m  lith  that  other. 

twix  a  titlelet  tiraunC 

Nr€,  or  any  tbefe  errauot, 

y ;  ther  is  no  difference, 

7  told  was  this  fcntence)  1 7 1 75 

rant  u  of  greter  might 

efoie  Sm:  to  fle  doun  rij^t, 

hous  and  home,  and  make  all  plain, 

s  he  cle|ted  a  Capitain ; 

Dtlawe  htth  but  finale  mdnie,    171 80 

do  fe  gret  an  hanne  at  he, 

Dtree  to  fo  gret  mefchiefe, 

im  an  Ontlawc  or  a  Thcfe. 

a  a -man  not  tcituel 

sftextesneveradei;  1/1^5 

y  Tale  as  I  bcfran. 

Hit  wif  had  fcnt  for  hire  lemman 

*oT]ghteD  all  hir  luft  volajre. 

3we,  that  heng^  ay  in  the  caj^e, 

rke,  and  faydc  nearer  a  word ;      1 7  T90 

It  home  vras  come  I^cbus  the  lord 

Dg  Cuckow,  cuckow,  cuckow !   [now  ? 

1,  quod  PhehuR,  whut  fong  finged  thou 

jtiy  thj/i'}  Ally  isfrf-m  conjcflurc  oiily,  inftcad 
rytAlltMen.fr.  ihat  1  luvccoJifuSUtl.  'flic  .-w'^d- 
s — 0-- c'ict  a  t'-'/c — whether  irmn  an  horiry 
annct  tir'.! ;  !>iit  even  as  a  conjcdurc  I  (hould 
n  preference  to  my  own  ifl  lud  taken  nuticu 


IC4  TBI  MANCIPLt8  TAt»« 

Nc  were  thou  wont  fo  merily  to  fing. 

That  to  my  herte  it  was  a  rejoyfing  1 7 1^5 

To  here  thy  vois  ?  Alas !  what  fong  is  this? 

By  God,  quod  he,  I  iioge  not  amis. 
PhebuR,  (quod  he)  for  all  thy  worthiDefle, 
For  all  thy  beautee  and  all  thy  gentilleiTey 
For  all  thy  foog  and  all  thy  mi ofbTilcxCy  1 7  ac« 

For  all  thy  waiting,  blered  is  thin  eye 
With  on  of  lltel  reputation. 
Not  worth  to  thee  as  in  compariibn 
The  mountance  of  a  gnaC,  fo  mote  I  thrive, 
For  on  thy  bedde  thy  wif  I  faw  him  fwive .      1 7  %es 

What  wol  yon  more  i  the  crowe  anon  him  toldy 
By  fade  tokenes  and  by  wordes  bold. 
How  that  his  wif  had  don  hire  lecherie 
Him  to  gret  ihame  and  to  gret  vilanie. 
And  told  him  oft  he  fawe  it  with  his  eyen.       k7ai9 

This  Phebtts  gan  away  Ward  for  to  wrien ; 
Him  thought  his  woful  herte  braft  atwo; 
His  bowe  he  bent,  and  fet  therin  a  flo. 
And  in  his  ire  he  hath  his  wif  yilain : 
This  is  the  tffcA^  ther  is  no  more  to  fain ;        X  79 15 
For  forwe  of  which  he  brake  his  minflralcie, 
Bot!i  harpe  and  lute,  giterne  and  fautrie. 
And  eke  he  brake  his  arwes  and  his  bowe. 
And  after  that  thus  fpake  he  to  the  crowe : 

Traitour,  quod  he,  with  tonge  of  fcorpion  JJilC 
Thou  haft  me  brought  to  my  confoiion  > 


LS.TAtt.  XCS 

Mu  that  I  WM  wrought!  why  n'trc  1  df dc  '. 

Otlcrc  wif,  DgEmmeof  luSyhcde! 
Thu  were  to  mefu  Tide  and  eke  fo  infr, 
Nnw  licft  [hou  d«l,  «ilh  itce  pale  of  hewc,     I  ^MJ 
Ril  fciltelei.  ihat  ilurA  I  fwcic  y  wii. 

Orakeihnnd!  todofafouleamii: 
O  troubled  wit,  sire lecchdei' 
ThjtunavJ'odfiiiiteftpltHoi; 

O  wuitruQ  I  ful  of  ftlTc  rarpceion,  IJljA 

Whcr  put  thy  wit  and  thy  difcretion  f 

O  ( tvtty  nian  hewire  of  rtkelnelfe, 
Ke  trowC  DO  thing  wichuutca  ftrunjc  wiinciTe  : 
Broite  nottofoneerthat  ye  wcttm  why, 
Aodbethavtfcd  welaadfikerly  I7»JJ 

Or  ye  do  any  oxecutioti 
Upon  youP  ire  for  fufjietioD. 
Alu!aihmifaiid  folk  huh  rakel  ire 
Fully  [onlsn,  and  brought  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alu!  fnr  furwe  I  wol  myfrivim  lie.  17140 

And  to  the  o-Dwe.  O  faJfc  thefe '  Tud  he, 
Iwal  ihue  quite  anuo  thy  fille  tale ; 
Thou  foj-iT  whilom  like  any  nifilnln gale, 
Now  Ihalt  thou,  faUe  tlicfe,  tby  fong  (orgoa, 
■Inj  che  thy  white  finb  en  eve  rich  ua,  1 7 14  J 

■*'=■  «ie»crin»llthy  lifneft.lt  thou  f|«liti 
,^   "-i-ftiilinenonauaiiout  benawrelto. 
I  thin  ofgpnn^eterfhulbe  lilahe, 
rwcteDDifDOiuJyciiiakE, 


?iK 
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But  ever  crie  ageios  temped  and  rain,  X  73 j# 

In  token  that  thurgh  thee  my  wif  is  flain. 

And  to  the  crowe  he  ftert,  and  that  anon, 
And  pulled  his  white  fethers  everich  on. 
And  made  him  blak,  and  raft  him  all  his  fong 
And  eke  hie  fpeche,  and  out  at  dore  him  flong  1 7255 
Unto  the  devil,  which  I  him  betake ; 
And  for  this  caufe  ben  alle  crowes  blake. 

Lordings,  by  this  eufample  I  you  pray 
Beth  ware,  and  taketh  kepe  what  that  ye  fay, 
Ne  telleth  never  man  in  ail  your  lif  1 7260 

How  that  another  man  hath  dight  his  wif ; 
He  wol  you  haten  mortally  certain. 
Dan  Salomon,  as  wife  derkes  fain, 
Techeth  a  man  to  kepe  his  tonge  wel; 
But,  as  I  fayd,  I  am  no  teztuel :  1 7x6^ 

But  natheles  thus  taughte  me  my  dame ; 
My  fone,  thinke  on  the  crowe  a  Goddes  name : 
My  fone,  kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  kepe  thy  frend  ; 
A  wicked  tonge  is  werfe  than  a  fend : 
My  fone,  from  a  fende  men  may  hem  bleife :  17270 
My  fone,  God  of  his  endeles  goodntiTe 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth,  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  ihuld  him  avifen  what  he  fpeke : 
My  fone,  f  ul  often  for  to  mochel  fpeche 
Hath  many  a  man  ben  fpilt,  as  clerkes  teche,  X  72 7X 
But  for  a  litel  fpeche  avifedly 
Is  no  man  ihent,  to  fpeken  generally  ; 


Ml  reilrcine 
A  thy 
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My  fonC)  if  thou  no  >vicked  word  had  faid      X  73c 
I'hce  thar  not  dredea  for  to  be  bewniid ; 
But  he  that  hath  miffiyd,  I  dare  wel  fain, 
He  may  by  no  way  cicpe  his  word  again. 
1  hing  that  19  iayd  is  iayd,  and  forth  k  gotk; 
1'hough  him  repent,  or  be  him  neTer  fo  loth,  iy^<. 
He  is  Iiis  thral  to  whom  that  he  hath  fayd 
A  tale  of  which  he  is  now  eTil  apaid. 
My  fonc,  beware,  and  be  non  au  Aonr  newe 
Of  tidings  whether  they  ben  falfe  or  treWe : 
Wher  fo  thou  come,  amoocffes  high  or  lowe,    1 7^] 
Kcpc  wci  thy  tonge,  and  thinke  upon  the  crowe« 

THE  PERSONES  PROLOGUE, 

j3y  that  the  Manciple  had  his  Tale  ended 

The  fonne  fro  the  ibuth  line  was  defcended 

So  lowe,  that  it  ne  was  not  to  my  fight 

Degrees  nine-and-twcnty  as  of  hight.  173, 

Foare  of  the  dok  it  was  tho,  as  I  gefie. 

For  enleven  foot,  a  litel  more  or  lefRe, 

My  Huuiow  was  at  thilke  time  as  there, 

Of  fwiche  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 

ir-  1 7 108.  be  non  auSovar  ncx'el  Tiiii  fecms  to  be  from  Ci 
}.i.  diil.  12.; 

Riim.^rcK  fn^y  ne  incipiat  nntut  auBtr  hahcrt. 
It  looks  as  if  Chaucer  read 

R  'jt'i-jrii  fiige  ne  Sncipias  nevta  auPor  !ial;crK 

♦•  1 7  316.  Fourcoftbc  clokl  See  the  Dijcour/f^  b*f.  S  4' 


tke  ^BKSONCS  PROLOCUK.        IC9 

to  fix  feet  equal  of  proportion;  '7310 

Therwitfa  the  mcmes  exahationi 

In  mene  Libra,  alway  gan  aSccndt 

As  we  were  entring:  at  the  thorpes  ende; 

For  which  oar  Hoiie,  as  he  was  wont  to  gie 

As  in  this  cas  our  joliy  compagnie,  1 7325 

Said  in  tliis  wife;  Lordings  everich  on. 

Now  lacketh  u^  no  Pales  mo  than  on : 

Fulfilled  i^  my  fcntence  aii4  my  decree; 

]  tru we  chat  we  hau  herd  of  eche  degree : 

"^.n 111. Tbrrrv'tb  tbs mows ex.^lntion—  In  rmr::  tibra^ttl- 

^vay  gan  c^fcettde'}  Tliit  is  a  very  obTcure  paffaRr.  Seine  (if  tlie 

fnff.  reaJ — /  nune  Liftra.  Accnrdtng  to  tht  reading  which  I 

have  followed  exaltation  is  not  to  be  confidercd  a5  a  techiiicMl 

term, but  as  fignifyinp  flmply  nfirif;,  and  the  Tcnfe  v^iil  be,  that 

the  moon's  riflng:,  in  the  middle  (kf  Libra,  was  continually  af- 

ticntX\)\z%\^c,"\i  exaltation  betaken  in  its  technical  incai)in;:r, 

as  explained  in  the  note  on  ver.  6ZS4,  it  will  be  impoflible  fo 

make  any  fenfe  of  cither  of  tht  readin;;«,  for  the  cxiltMion  of 

the  moon  wa*  not  in  Libra^  but  in  Taurus.  KaUndrier  des  Ber- 

gier.\  fign.  I.  ult.  Mr.  Speghti  I  fuppofe,  being  aware  of  tl»i», 

altered  Libra  into  Taurus ;  but  he  did  not  confidsrthat  the 

fun,  winch  has  juH  been  faid  to  be  defcending:,  was  at  that  tinic 

in  Taurus^  and  that  confequently  Taurus  muft  alfo  have  been 

ilefcending. — Ubra^  therefore,  Ihould  by  no  means  be  parted 

\c'.th.  Being  in  that  part  of  the  zodiack  which  ii  neatly  oppofire 

to  Taurus^  ;thc  place  of  the  Cun)  it  i«  very  properly  rcprcuiit- 

ed  as  afcending  above  the  h>rizon  towan^  the  time  uf  the  fun'H 

fctting.  If  any  alteration  wcte  to  be  admitted  I  ihould  be  tur 

reading 

ThervUii  Saturnet  exxltati^n, 

I  m«ne  Libra,  alway  gan  afcemlc.  ■  ■  — 

TJic  exaltation  oiSMurn  was  in  Llbra^  Kalendrler  deiBrr^isn, 
iign.  K  i. 


no 
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Almofl  fulfilled  is  myn  ordinance ;  1 7336 

I  pray  to  God  fo  ycve  him  right  good  chance 

That  telleth  us  this  Tale  luftily. 

Sire  Preefl,  quod  he,  art  thou  a  vicary , 

Or  art  thou  a  pcrfon  ?  fay  foth  by  thy  fay. 

Be  what  thou  be  ne  brekc  thou  not  our  play,   1733^ 

For  every  man  fave  thou  hath  told  his  Tale. 

U  bokel,  and  (hew  us  what  is  in  thy  male; 

lor  trcwcly  me  thinketh by  thy  chere 

niioii  {huldeft  kiiitte  up  wel  a  gret  matere. 

Ti-il  u^  a  fable  anon,  for  cockes  bones.  '7340 

This  Pcrfon  him  anfwered  al  at  ones ; 
Thcu  gctcft  fable  non  ytold  for  me, 
I'or  Poule,  that  writeth  untoTimothe, 
Re  prevtth  hem  that  weiven  fothfaRneffe, 
Anil  tcllen  fables  and  fwiche  wretchedneffc.    1 7345 
Wliy  fliuld  I  fowcn  draf  out  of  my  fift 
"VV'han  I  may  fowen  whete  if  that  me  lift  ? 
For  which  I  fay,  if  that  you  lift  to  here 
Tvioralitcc  and  vertuous  matere, 
And  than  that  ye  vcol  ycve  mc  audience,  '7350 

I  woIJ  ful  fjin  at  Criftes  reverence 
Don  you  pltfance  kful,  as  I  can; 
}^ii:  truftech  wcl  I  am  a  fothcrne  man  ; 
1  c:::ii:ot  gcllc,  n^m,  ram,  ruf,  by  my  letter, 

V.  I  -  ;;4-  /.•>?■•'!''; :'-'.  r-rr,  r.in,  ruf]  This  is  plainly  a  con- 
t>  Ml  >^ll  IK  manner  uf  i!i'rcri!-.i;ig  alliterative  poetry  ■  and  the 
Iciinr's  ^TtHfrory  i!eilu;itaMi  that  "  he  is  a  folliernc  tnj.n,** 
r-.  ir.ilil  !t.':u!('"ct"  itn.'.^v""^"  thatcoMipolituiri:;  in  that  it)  le  wt.rc 
a.  thi->  liir.e  chtf  ^.v  c;':;hi:c;I  to  the  norrhcr".  provinces.  It  was 
<>hiri  v-t.ll..r.ii,i(,o'iA  <'-'.V..\t-.-  ■!'.\'.!'r..:j!'irr\\\.  iii.  I\r.t''j'.  .^:;,l. 
•jiai  tl.c  !.:ni;u.'j;;cuf  thciioiihul  Eiig'-uiid  wasiohaJiliaiidun- 


^   t 
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And,  God  wote,  rime  hold  I  but  litel  better:  17355 
And  therfere  if  yoQ  lid,  I  wol  not  glofe, 

polMhed  as  to  be  fcarce  intelligible  to  a  fouthern  man.  **  Qu^d 
••  propter  vinciniam  barbararum  gentium,  ct  propter  remotio- 
**  nem  regum  quondam  Angiorutn  imxlo  Nonr.anorum  con- 
**  tigit,  qui  magis  ad  Auiirum  quam  ad  Aquilonein  diveifati 
**  nofcuntur.**  From  tlte  fame  caufeni  we  may  prefume  tI;At  it 
was  often  long  before  the  impr<ivemetits  in  tlic  pocticnl  arc 
which  from  time  to  time  were  made  in  tlie  fouth  could  find 
their  way  into  the  north,  fothat  tliere  the  hobblir;;  altitcrativ  e 
vrrfc  might  ftill  be  In  the  higlieft  requeft  even  after  Chaucer 
had  eftablilhed  the  ufe  of  the  heroiclc  metre  in  thlH  part  oftliu 
ifland.  Dr.  Percy  has  quotedan  alliterative  puctn  by  a  Clicihirc 
man  on  the  battle  of  Floddcn  in  151 3,  and  lie  \ui  reniaticcd 
**  that  all  fuch  poetftas  ufed  this  kind  of  metre  retahicd  aUwq 
••  with  it  many  peculiar  Saxon  idioms."  hffayon  Meireofli*.  P. 
Thianuy  perhaps  liave  been  owing  to  tticir  lielnj;  generally  in- 
hkbitantt  of  the  northern  counties,  wlierc  the  old  Saxon  idiom 
tmderwent  much  fewer  and  flower  alterations  than  it  did  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital. — To  geje  here  is  to  relate 
jefttf.  In  ver.  1 3861  he  has  called  it  to  telle  in  gcjie.  Uot!i  p.-f- 
fages  fccm  to  imply  that  gejles  were  chietly  written  in  allitera- 
tive verfe,  but  tlie  latter  palfagc  more  ftrt)t>{;ly  than  tl^ls.  Af- 
ter the  Hoft  has  told  Cliaucer  that  he  ihall  no  longer  rime  he 
goes  on p 

Let  fee  wher  thou  canft  tcllcn  ought  Ir  %ffi?^ 
Or  teilen  in  ploj'e  fom  M'h.il  Rt  the  lelle.— — 

Gcfie  tliere  fccms  to  be  put  for  a  fpecic^sof  compofition  which 
wafc  neitlier  rliyme  nor  profc,  and  what  that  could  l>e  except 
alliterative  metre  I  cannot  guef*.  At  the  fame  time  I  mull  own 
that  I  know  no  other  pafla^e  which  aiitlmri/e-;  the  interpreta- 
tion ofir3;f^in  tills  confined  rtrnlc.  In  the  H.  ol  /■".  ii.  1 14, Chau- 
cer fpeaks  of  himfclf  as  making — 

— — boke»,fonRes,  ditccs. 

In  rimCy  or  elle»  in  cutitnct       ■ 

where  csdencc,  I  tliink,  mult  mean  a  fpccics  of  poetical  com- 
jUJJJliou  diflindt  from  rhyming  vcrfcb.  The  name  might  be  pro- 

Kij. 


1  J%  TSC  PEKSONES  PKALOOUr, 

1  \v(«]  you  teli  a  litelTale  in  profe 
1  ()  kiiitte  up  all  this  fcfte  and  make  an  ende; 
\  icl  JcJ'u  for  his  grace  wit  me  fcndc 
'^t  o  Hicwcn  you  the  way  in  this  viage  17360 

<  )i   hilkc  parfit  glorious  pilgrimage 
Thar  hipht  JcrufaJcm  celctlial: 
Viui  if  ye  vouchefauf  anon  I  ihal 
T'.rj(innc  upon  my  Tale,  for  which  I  pray 
l\  il  v"ur  avis  :  I  can  no  better  fay.  1 736^ 

lUtt  nathtle^  thi")  meditation 
t  ;i;i{  it  ay  i»nder  corredion 
•  I  rlv.rke«»,  f«>r  1  nm  nor  textuel : 
]  I  \H\  hut  tlic  fcntencc,  truileth  me  well 
;  0.1  fore  \  make  a  proteftation  17370 

'I  hat  I  wol  (landen  to  corredicn. 

I  'j>«>n  thi«  word  we  han  aflcnted  fonc; 
1  .>i  a*  us  fcmed  it  was  for  to  don, 
.  > «  nd«  n  in  fom  vert u ous  fen tence, 
A  .1  l»»r  to  yt'Vi'  him  fpace  anA  audience,         ^73lS 
\'A  \^m]v  our  rlofte  he  (liulde  to  l.im  fay 
;  'v.(  .,11..  \\c  to  tell  Kis'I'alc  him  nrav. 

v'v.i-  Moilchadthc  woniesforus  alle  ' 
s  -.   Piocll,  tpiod  he,  now  faire  yru  befalle; 

«■    '.\  .'mill.'!,  nj-pred  to  the  metre  ufcd  in  tlic  Or/mdum^  fScc 

,   ,    ■  •   , .  J.-'.  •  "•  ?iO  fiiJt  no  work  (.;'  c:Ji.iu:oi'  in  any  fuck 

«\iili  Ml  ii;v  ir.c,  Iia- conic  willi'ui  inv  v.bicr.atioFi. 

V     .     ;   '>.  " /,i'//v-ri")»r/c'f] 'ri>is  is  a  r'ici<.li  plirafc  :  It  i-i  ,»p- 

.  .',■■  •  .--ikcr  of  the  C«'nuTinns  mi  kor    /'..'..',  51,  li.  II[. 

■  Mfjil. 'riinmas  fJe  Hur.!'erfc.r;l.  '.'li'v^'cr,  i]i  ./  •-.•r 

■  i.ulcs  L'oininunjj  d'Anj'ctL-rrc  cu  cj;t  I\.rh- 


Saynliat  ynu  lill,and  vrc  ftpul  slaJly  lierr.       ijjlo 
And  oiih  that  word  h:  fr.d  in  ihig  mantre ; 
TcUcih.  quad  he.  yuur  raeditatioun. 
But  haflcih  you,  the  foiine  wol  adoim: 

Sclh  fruclUDUH.  and  that  in  lltel  fpsce, 

And  to  do  wel  Godfende  yau  hi*  groirc.  I?  j^i 

THE  PERSONESTALE. 

OuifweteLordGodofheven,  IhKDomarwolpv- 
iilliibut  wul  that  wc  ctimcn  oil  to  tliefcnowlctliinKof 
1>bi,indto  chehliifuUif  thacispardunbic,  aniu'ie- 
flniiHbythepniphecJ(remie,thatlaydiiiiihiiinif>;, 
Sloiidtihuponlhewayes,  Midfeelh»ndan!lliof  ihe 
<ldc  pithei,  that  14  ta  fay.  of  aide  fentcncu,  which  ia 
ilii  good  way,  and  walkctb  in  that  way ,  and  ye  (hiil 
tiie  itfreQiinK  fnr  yourToulet.  Many  ben  the  wayei 
rpiriacl  ihat  ledcn  fulk  la  our  Lord  Jtla  Crii)  an^  u, 
thEFcgnenf  glory,  of  whichniyetthn'iiAfuI  nnble 
Wij.and  weliovenahU,  which  may  not  falilc  rn  man 
He  to  woman  that  thurgh  rinne  ha(h  mifgoti  frn  ilie 
right  way  of  Jcrufalem  celcliial,  and  Ais  way  is  cle- 
p«d  Ptrnjiice.  of  which  map  IhuW  gUdly  herkcn  and 
tnqucren  with  ill  hit  her te,  Cowele  whit  is  pe]iaiic<.>, 
Udwhcnncitit  iicleprd  penance,  and  how  muiiyniLi- 
Icrtt  ben  u£  aiSiuni  or  werkings  of  penance,  and  ho  w 

Tbi  Ffrflnii  Talr]  7"-(w.  vi. ;  "SlaW  fuptniH,  «  liilele, 
"  lite  In  ti  i  et  iovcuicjit  tefilgtrluni  anlmitaii  ■cHi  i^."  i;  i_i . 


1X4  TBrpKRSONti  rA£9:r 

m:\ny  fpices  ther1>en  of  penance,  aiid  whkh  tfiiti 
apocrceiuea  and  befaoven  to  p6iUDce»  and  wh 
thin^eft  diftrouhlisii  penance. 

Seiiit  Amlirofe  iayth  that  pentnctfis  the  plahtiA] 
mnv  for  the  gilt  that  he  fasih  doth  ud  M  more  to 
My  thing  fof  4vbich  him  ought  t»  t^hfiof  :  and  i 
dodlnurfayth^PenaDceiftche  waymentingof  man  t 
for\A  cth  for  hiafinnA,  and  peineth  hhnletf  for  he  h 
mifdon.  Penance  wkh  centhi  UrMimftancei  hrt 
repentance  of  man,  that  holdCfth  hlwftff  hi  Avfwtt 
nth  er  peine  fbr  Mb  filths  ^  «nd  fbt  h#  flM'he  ^cffly 
iiitent  he  (ha1ilrftbawaiIcftthefiM«ith*theh«thd 
utid  (>ed£ift)y  pvrpofen  in  hit  hetttto  have  flnflf 
nioMth,  and  tofdon  fatliifaAioo,  anddtfver  to  dtu  tfa 
for  which  him  ought more  to  he¥rvf\t  at  cismphkj 
and  to  continue  in  good  wef>kM,  Of  illet  hi«r«pcHra 
may  not  availe  i  for,  as  Seint  Ifidor  fayth,  He  it  a  ja 
:ind  a  gabber,  and  not  ^ery  repentant,  that  eftft 
(lorh  thing  for  #h^  him  oweth  to  repent.  tUT^ 
and  not  for  to  ftint  to  do  finne,  maf  not  a¥aikf. 
natheles  men  fiiald  hope  that  at  e^ery  tixtoe  that  i 
falleth,  be  it  ne«tr  fo  oft,  that  he  may  arife  thn 
penance,  if  ha  haVe  grace ;  hot  certain  it  is  gret  doi 
for,  as  faith  Seint  Qregorie,  Unnethes  arifeth  he 
of  finne  that  is  charged  with  the  charge  of  evil  ufa 
and  ther  fore  repentant  folk,  chat  flint  for  to  finne, 
forletc  finne  or  that  finne  forlete  hem  *,  holy  chii 

»  farlaiejnne  or  that  finne  forUti  bem]  The  C»mc  thoi 
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hotdcth  hem  fiker  of  hir  falYation  :  and  he  tl 
firth  and  veniily  repeoteth  him  in  his  lad  da 
chirche  yet  hopcch  his  faWation,  by  the  grcte 
of  our  Lord  }efa  Crift,  for  his  repentance  :  b 
ye  the  fiker  and  certain  way. 

And  now  fith  1  have  declared  you  what  thin 
nance,  now  ye  ihul  nnderftond  that  ther  ben  t  \ 
tions  of  penance.  The  firft  is,  that  a  man  be  b 
after  that  he  hath  finned.  Scint  AuguRine  fay 
he  be  penitent  forhisoldfinful  lif  he  may  not  I: 
the  neweclene  lif;  for  certes  if  he  be  baptifcd  v 
penitence  of  his  old  gilt  he  receiver  h  the  mark  c 
tifme,  but  not  the  grace  ne  the  remiflion  of  hi 
til  he  have  very  repentance.  Another  defaute 
mendondedlyfinne  afterthat  they  have  receiv 
(irne.  The  thridde  defaute  i%  that  men  fall  ii 
Hones  after  hir  baptifme  fro  day  to  d-\y :  thcrr 
Seint  Auguflin  that  penance  of  good  and  hun: 
i«the  penance  of  every  day. 

The  fpices  of  penance  ben  three.  That  on  oi 
lolempnc,  another  is  commune,  and  the  tliriv 
*ec.  Thilke  penance  that  is  folempne  is  in  f 
neres,  as  to  be  put  out  of  holy  chirche  in  lent 
ikughter  of  children,  and  fwiche  mancr  t!iii 
'''^  Iter  is  whan  a  man  hath  finned  opf nly,  of 
»^ne  the  fame  is  openly  fpoken  in  the  cor.tr 

'^  cur*,  hy  way  of  precept,  at  the  end  of  Tlic  t\k\>/.j 
^ti/uUtt  licnc  or  fiacc  yoB/'/>/<i*c, 
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than  holy  chirche  by  jagement  diftreyncth  him 
to  do  open  {[malice  i  cnmmiiD  pcnaiicie  ii  that  pret 
enjoinen  mai  in  oett«ui  catt  atlbr  to  go  panvem 
naked  oa  pilgriinage  or  bare  foot :  prhree  penaiu 
thilke  that  men  don  all  day  for  priwe  finnet,  of  w] 
we  ihriTe  as  prively,  and.receive  pritee  penaacei 

Now  (halt  thou  underfiond  what  ii  bebovef itl 
neceiTary  to  every  parfit  penance ;  and  this  fiodt 
three  thiii|(es,  contrition  of  herte,  confeffioaof  moi 
and  fatis&Aion ;  for  which  jbyth  Seint  John  Cbi 
dome,  Penance  diibeineth  a  man  to  accept  bcnigi 
every  peine,  that  him  ii  enjoined  with  contritioi 
herte,  and  thrift  qf  mouth, withiatitfaAion,aod  w( 
ing  of  all  maner  homilitee.  And  thii  isfruitf ol  peni 
ayenft  tho  three  thtnges  in  which  we  wrathen 
Lord  Jefu  CriH;  this  is  to  (ay,  by  delit  in  thinhini 
rechelefoeile  in  fpeking,  and  by  widced  finful  w< 
ing :  and  ayenft  thiie  wicked  giltes  is  penance^  i 
may  be  likened  unto  a  tree. 

The  rote  of  this  tree  is  contrition,  that  hideth  1 
in  the  herte  of  him  that  is  veray  repentant,  right  ai 
rote  of  the  tree  hideth  him  in  the  erthe.  Of  this  ] 
of  contrition  ipringeth  a  fttlke  that  bereth  hnm 
and  leves  of  confeffion,  and  fruit  of  facisfa^on 
which  Crift  fayth  in  his  Gofpell,  Doth  ye  digne  i 
of  penitence,  for  by  this  fruit  mow  men  underftc 
and  knowe  this  tree,  and  not  by  the  rote  that  is  hi 
flic  hcrtc  of  man,  ne  by  the  branches,  ne  the  lcv( 
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cmfcffion :  and  therfore  ofu  Lordjcfo  Crift  faith  thnt. 
By  the  frait  of  hem  ihal  ye  kncrwe  hem.  Of  this  rote 
alio  fpringeth  a  feed  of  grace,  which  feed  is  moder  of 
fikemcflc,  and  thin  feed  is  eger  and  hote.  The  grace 
of  this  feed  fpringeth  of  God  thuffih  remembrance  on 
the  day  of  dome  and  on  thfc  peines  of  hcUe.  Of  thia 
matere  faith  Salomon,  that  in  the  drede  of  God  man 
forletteth  hisfinne.  The  hete  of  this  fede  is  the  love 
of  Ood,  and  the  defiring  of  the  joye  perdurable.  Thia 
bete  draweth  the  herte  of  man  to  God,  and  doth  him 
Kate  his  finne ;  for  fochly  ther  is  nothing  that  lavour- 
cth  fo  ibte  to  a  child  as  the  milke  of  his  notice,  ce  no- 
thing it  to  him  more  abbominablc  than  that  milke 
whan  it  is  medled  with  other  mete .  Rifrht  fo  the  fin'* 
ful  man  that  lorech  his  fmne  him  femeth  that  it  is  to 
him  mod  fwete  of  any  thing,  but  fm  that  time  that 
he  loTeth  fadly  our  Lord  Jefu  CriO,  and  dciireth  the 
Itf  perdurable,  ther  is  to  him  nothing  moreabhomi* 
liable:  for  fochlv  the  lawr  of  God  is  the  love  of  God : 
for  which  David  the  prophet  fayth,  I  have  loved  thy 
)awe,  and  hated  wickednefTe :  he  that  loveth  God 
kcpeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.  Thin  tree  faw  the  pro- 
phet Daniel  in  fpirlt  upim  the  vifion  uf  Nabochodo- 
nofor,'whan  he  couniiilcdhimtodo  penance.  Penance 
is  the  tree  of  Hf  t"  hem  that  it  rccciven ;  and  he  that 
holdeth  him  in  vcruy  penance  is  blixful,  after  the  fen* 
tence  of  Salotnon 

in  this  penance  or  ccncrftion  man  ihal  underilcnd 


XXS  TBBPBR90NESTALK. 

foure  thing^cs,  that  is  to  fay,  what  is  contritioD,  and 
which  ben  thecaafes  that  moven  a  man  to  contrition, 
and  how  he  ihuld  be  contrite,  and  what  contrition  a- 
vaileth  to  the  foule.  Than  is  it  thus,  that  contrition  is 
the  veray  forwe  that  a  man  receiveth  in  his  herte  for 
his  finnes,  with  fad  porpSs  to  fliriven  him,  and  to  do 
penance,  and  never  more  to  don  finne.  And  this  forwe 
ihal  be  in  this  maner,  as  fayth  Seint  Bernard;  it  flial 
ben  bevy  and  grevous,  and  ful  fliirp  and  poinant  in 
herte ;  firft  for-  a  man  hath  agilted  his  Lord  and  his 
creatour,  and  more  fliarpe  and  poinant  for  he  hath  a* 
gilted  his  father  celeftial,  and  yet  more  fharpe  and  poi- 
nant for  he  hath  wrathed  and  agilted  him  thatboughte 
him,  that  with  his  precious  blod  hath  delivered  us  fro 
the  bondes  of  finne,  and  fro  the  cnicltee  of  the  devil, 
and  fro  the  peines  of  helle. 

The  caufes  that  ought  to  meve  a  man  to  contrition 
ben  fixe.  Firft,  a  man  fhalremembre  him  of  hisfinnes ; 
but  loke  that  that  remembrance  ne  be  (o  him  no  delit 
by  no  way,  but  grete  fhame  and  forwe  for  hisfinnes; 
for  Job  fayth,  Sinful  men  don  werkes  worthy  of  con* 
fcflion ;  and  therfore  fayth  Ezechiel,  I  wol  remembre 
me  all  theyeres  of  my  lif  in  the  bittetneife  of  my  herte : 
and  God  fayth  in  the  Apocalipfc,  Remembre  you  fro 
whens  that  ye  ben  fall,  for  before  the  time  that  ye 
finned  ye  weren  children  of  God,  and  limmes  of  the 
regne  of  God ;  but  for  your  finne  ye  ben  waxen  thral, 
and  foule  mcmbres  of  the  feode,  hate  of  angels,  fclaun- 
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der  of  holy  chirche,  and  fode  of  the  falfe  ferpent,  per- 
petuel  matere  of  the  fire  of  helle,  and  yet  more  foule 
and  abhominable  for  ye  trefpaflenfo  oft  times  as  doth 
the  hound  that  torneth  again  to  ete  his  own  fpewing, 
and  yet  fouler  for  your  long  continuing  in  finne,  aAd 
your  finful  ufage,  for  which  yebe  roten  in  your  finnes 
asabecflinhisdonge.Swichemanerethougbtesmake 
a  man  to  have  fluune  of  his  finne  and  nodelit,  as  God 
fayth  by  the  prophet  Ezechiel,  Ye  fliulremcmbreyou 
of  your  wayes,and  they  (hul  dii\>lefe  you.  Sothly  finnct 
bcfl  the  waien  that  lede  folk  to  hell. 

The  fecond  caufe  that  ought  to  make  a  man  to  have 
difdeigne  of  finne  is  this,  that,  as  faith  Seint  Peter, 
Who  fo  doth  finne  isthralto  finne,  and  finne  puttetha 
man  in  gret  thraldom;  and  therfore  fayth  the  prophet 
Ezechiel,  I  went  forweful,  and  had  ilifdcigne  of  my- 
felf.  Certes  wel  ought  a  man  have  difdeigne  of  finne, 
and  withdraw  him  fro  that  thraldumand  vilany.  And 
lo,  what  fayth  Seneke  in  this  mater  ?  He  faith  thus. 
Though  I  wift  that  neither  God  ne  man  fiiuld  never 
know  it,  yet  wold  I  have  difdeigne  for  to  do  fmnc. 
And  the  fame  Seneke  alfo  fayth,  I  am  borne  togreter 
thingc^  than  to  be  thral  to  my  body,  or  for  to  maka 
of  my  body  a  thral.  Ne  a  fouler  thral  may  no  man  no 
woman  make  of  his  body  than  for  to  yevc  his  body  to 
finne :  al  were  it  ths  foulcfk  chorle  or  the  foukfi  wo- 
man thut  livcth,  and  left  of  value,  yet  is  he  than  more 
foulc  and  more  in  fervitude.  Ever  fro  the  higher  dc- 
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grce  that  man  falleth  the  more  is  he  tbnU,  and  mote 
to  God  and  to  th«  world  vikandahhomioable.  O  good 
God !  wel  ought  a  man  have  difdeigne  of  fione,  fith 
that  thurgh  iinne  ther  he  was  free  he  is  made  bond : 
and  therfore  fayth  Seint  Aufrufline,  If  thou  baft  diT- 
deigne  of  thy  fervant,  if  he  offend  or  finne,  have  thott 
than  difdeigne  thatthou  thy  fielfihuldeftdofmncTake 
reward  of  thin  owen  value  that  thou  DC  be  tofouleto 
thyfelf  AU«  !  wel  oughten  they  than  have  difdeigne 
to  be  fcrvanfs  and  thralles  to  finne,  and  fore  to  be  a- 
iliamed  of  hemfclf,  that  God  of  hi«.  endles  goodneile 
hnih  fette  in  high  cflat,  or  yeve  hem  witte,  flrength 
of  body,  hele^beautec,  or  profperitee,  and  bought  hem 
i  ro  the  dcth  with  h  is  herte  blood,  that  they  fo  unkindly 
ap:ains  hisgentilleffe  quiten  him  fo  vilainfly,  tofIau{{h* 
tor  of  hir  owen  foules.  O  good  God !  ye  women  that  beo 
of  s^rct  beaucee  rcmembrcth  you  on  the  proverbe  of 
Salomon,  that  likeneth  a  faire  woman  that  is  a  fool  of 
hire  body  to  a  ringof  goldthatisworneinthegroinc 
of  a  fowe.  for  rightasafowe  wrotcth  in  every  ordure, 
fowroteth  {lie hire  beautee  in  (linking ordure  of  llnne. 
The  thridde  caufe  that  ought  to  meve  a  man  to  con- 
trition is  drcde  of  the  day  of  dome,  and  of  the  horri- 
ble peincsof  hclle ;  for,  as  Seint  Jerome  fay  th,  At  every 
timcthatmeremembrcthof  the  day  of  dome  I  quake; 
for  whan  I  ete  or  drinke,  or  do  whatfo  I  do,  ever  fe- 
iTieth  me  that  the  trompe  fowneth  in  min  ores,  Rifeth 
yc  up  tliat  ben  dcd,  and  cometh  to  the  jugemcnt.  O 
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jood^ddl  fflocheongiitanian  todredefwidfeeia  jage* 
nait,  theriM  we  fhttllw  die;  as  Sdot  PovUXay  th*  ber 
Care  the  ilrdt  jugtmeot  of  onre  Lcvd  JcAi  Criil,  vrher- 
•she  Aal  make  a  feaeral  congregation  whcrisno  matl 
■aay  beabfent,  Soil  ccztcs  ther  ai^ikth  non  efibioe  ne^ 
BOB  McitfatioB ;  and  not  only  tbat^ur  defaytes  ihul 
be  jogcd,  but  eke  tkat  all  oar  ^erkes^pl;opeo}y  be 
kioweo;  And,  as  (ayth  Seiiit  Bernard/rher  De.(hai  no 
pletiDft  ivaib  netio  fleip^ht :  we  flial  ye  ve  reketiing  of 
•tench  idle  wof*d<:  -thicr.  ibal  we  have  a  joge  that  may 
Hoc  be  deoeiired  ne  corrupts  and  why  f  for  oeites  all 
oarthoitightes  btn  difcovered  as  to  him :  ne  for^ray* 
«r  ne  for  mede  hewil  not  be  corrupt ;  and  therfure 
ftich  Saknnon,  The  wrath  of  God  ne  wolnot  fpare  no 
vright  for  prayer  ttc  for  ycft;  and  ther  fore  at  the  day 
of  dome  ther  in  non  hope  «o  efcape ;  .w  her  fore,  as  fay  th 
Seint  Anfelme,  Fnl  gret  anguiih  ^althe  finful^fblk 
luiTe  at  that  time:  ther  ihal  be  the  .fterne  and  wroth 
JDge  fitting  above,  and  under  htm  the  horrible  pitte 
of  heile  open ,  to  deflroy  him  that  woide  not  beknowen 
hisfinne.s  which  iinnes  (hullen  openly  be  (hewed  be« 
fore  God  and  before  every  creature ;  and  on  the  left 
fide  mo  divcit  than  any  herte  may  thinke  for  to  hary 
and  drawe  the  llnful  foules  to  the  pitte  of  helle;  and 
within  the  hcrtes  of  folk  fhalbe  the  biting  confciepce^ 
and  without  forth  {hal  be  the  world  all  brenning. 
Whither  than  flial  the  wretchedfoulc  flee  to  hide  him? 
Cettes  he  may  not  hide  him|  he  mtjil  come  forth  an4 
Volume  F.    '  U 
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Ihewe  him ;  fdr  certet,  Mikith  Seint  Jcfooie,  the  ttik 
fhal  caft  him  ont  of  it,  and  the  fee,  and  alfo  the  aire, 
thatfltalbefblofthoiidercbppetaBdlightiiiogt.  Now 
fothlf  who  lb  wii  remembrc  him  of  thefie  thiogct  1 
gefle  that  hit  finoct  flial  not  tome  him  to  deiit,  bat  to 
grete  forwc  for  drede  of  the  peine  of  hclk ;  and  f  her* 
fore  faith  Job  lo  God,  Sofier,  Lord,  that  ( may  a  while 
bcwaile  and  btfwepe  or  I  go  without  retorniog  to  the 
derhe  londe  ycovered  with  the  dokcneffe  of  deth  ta 
the  londe  of  mifefe  and  of  derlEencfie,  wheras  it  the 
ihadowe  of  deth,  wheras  is  non  ordre  ne  ordinance, 
but  grqfly  drede,  that  ever  ihal  laft.  Lo,  here  may  ye 
lee  that  Job  pray^drefpite  awhileto  bewepeand  watle 
hh  trefpat,  for  fothely  on  day  of  refpite  is  better  than 
all  the  trcfour  of  this  world :  and  for  as  moche  it  e 
man  may  acqnite  himfelf  before  God  by  penitence  id 
this  world,  and  not  by  trefour,  therfoieihald  he  pray 
to  God  to  yeye  hini  refpite  a  while  to  bewcpen  and 
be  wailcn  histreijpas  for  certes  all  the  forwe  that  a  man 
tiiight  make  fro  the  beginning  of  the  woild  n*is  but 
a  litel  thing  at  regard  of  the  forwe  of  helle.  I'h^  caufe 
why  that  Job  clepeth  helle  the  londe  of  derkeneffe, 
vnderftondeth  that  he  clepeth  it  londe  or  erth  for  it  ia 
flable  and  never  (hai  faile,  and  derke,  fur  he  that  is  in 
ht  lie  hath  defaute  of  light  naturel ;  for  cenes  the  derke 
lioht  that  flial  come  out  of  the  fire  that  ever  (hal  brenne 
fhall  tome  hem  all  to  peine  that  be  in  helle,  for  it 
iheweth  hem  the  horrible  divebthat  hemturmenteii 
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itntltc  dE  dclh ;  ihac  a  to  hf, 

:  Dial  han  dcfiuii:  of  the  llglit 

:  light  of  God  is  [he  lif  pur.luri' 

if  deth  Ikh  the  Cnne«  (hat  tUe 

doa,  which  that  Uiilroublen  him 

d,  right  a  a  derke  doudbetweiii: 

tt  a  londc  of  mifere,  becaufe  thiC 

nofdcfautei  ijcnft  three  thingii 

arid  haa  in  thit  ptcteDt  llf,  that  i* 

elites, and  richdTei.  Ayeollhaiiour 

le  (hame  and  confuGon,  for  wd  ye 

unhcUcUr 
re  rexience  fbal  be  dan  thcr  to  a  k'wg 
1  for  which  God  fiyth  by  the  profihct 
alk  that  me  defpiff  n  Ihal  be  in  dcfpite. 
I  cleped  [;rct  lordciliipr  ther  Dial  no 
[her  hot  of  harmc  and  rurment,  Ho- 
icd [fret dignitre and highndTe;  butin 
r  he  £;le  fortniden  of  direla  ;  at  Cud 
ribic  divcIiOiul  gon  andcomen  uprn 
mpnedfnlk;  and  ihis  ii,  for  aumoche 
;hnt  they  wrre  in  this  prefent  lit  the 
[icai^itcdanddcfovkdinhelle.Aycnlt 
his  world  (hulihey  h«e  niifcfe  of  po- 
pofsitt  ihil  be  in  foure  thingei,  in  dc- 
,f.rBhichDa»idf3ytIi,Therichs  folic. 
D  and  onedea  all  bir  hcrte  tp  trcfour  of 
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this  worldy  (ho)  Depein  the  flfi]pi0g'0f  disth,  aad  no« 
thing  Dt  Ihttltheyfind  inhirhondesof  allbirtreibur. 
And  moreover,  the  miiefe  of  heileihil  be  in  defaute 
of  mete  and  drink;  for  Ood  ib]rtlithiit.by  Moyfety 
They  (hi»l  be  wafted  with  hongcr,  and  the  briddes  of 
helle  {huLdevoore  heai  wttkbitBerdeth,  and  the  gali 
of  the  dragvn  flud  ben  hir  drinkc,  and  the  venime  of 
the  dragon  bir  morfelt.  And  further  over  hir  mifefe 
fhal  be  in  ddantc  of  clothing,  forthey  flial  be  naked 
in  body  as  af  cbthing,  fare  the  fire  in  which  they 
brenne,  and  other  6khet;  and  naked  ihnl  they  be  in 
foiile  of  ail  maner  vertuea  which  that  is  the  clothing 
of  the  foule.  Wher  ben  than  the  gay  robci.-the  fofte 
fhctes,  and  the  fyn  &ertes^  Lo^what  fayth  God  of 
hcvcn  by  the  prophet  Efaie  f  that  under  hem  fliul  be 
ilrewed  mbtHet,  and  hir  covertnresfhul  ben  of  wormea 
of  hclie.  And  further  over,  hir  mifefe  ihal  be  in  defautt 
of  frcndcs,  for  he  is  not  poure  that  hath  good  frendet: 
but  ther  is  no  frend,  for  neither  God  ne  ndgoodcre»* 
ture  ihal  be  frend  to  hem,  and  ererich  of  hemfhalhate 
other  with  dediy  hate.  I'be  fonnesand  the  doughters 
fhal  rebel  ayenil  father  and  mother,  and  kinred  ayenft 
kinred.  and  cbiden  and  deipifcn  eche  other  both  day 
and  night,  as  God  feyth  by  the  prophet  Micheas; 
and  the  lovinp:  children,  that  whilom  Icveden  fo  flcih- 
}y .  evcrich  of  hem  wold  cten  other  if  they  might :  for 
how  ihuld  they  love  to^tder  in  the  peines  of  helle 
whan  they. hated  eche  other  in  the  profperitce  of  thii 


li[?  (of  tlUlli  \tri  hit  {leftily  lore  nu  dojl^  hate ;  39 
faith  the  [i[[iphel  David,  Who  fo  ihaL  loveJi  nickf  J- 
neffshehitcihhisowenroule.andwhofohateLhhij 
owenfoulc  urceihe  maf  lovenon  uthetwijiJii  in  no 
mincrcj  andihcrfore  in  lieHcisnoIalilMne  no  friend' 
(hip,  Imi  ever  the  more  ltinredt5  tfiat  ben  in  Iielle  ihu 
more  curfin^,  the  mnre  cfaidiai;.  and  the  more  ilLclly 
bale,  Cher  iiarnDbi; hem.  AHilfurlhermer.therthcjr 
ftol  have  defaaie  of  aU  maner  d«litc<,f<ir  cerles  de- 
Vtei  ben  xfcertheaiipcticnDf  theltirearittei,  asGjfliC, 
'btriug,  tmelling.  fiTmiring,  and  loucbioi;.  Bin  in 
hlUe  hir  tight  fhil  b»  ful  of  lUrtuneO'e  md  of  fmoli  e, 
•Ddhireyeafulofurc!',  and  hif  heiing  ful  of  wai- 
nentiag  and  ^itittog  of  teeth,  la  faylh  Jt-fii  L'ril>, 
Hir  nefetbirie!!  fliul  befalof  pipkingi  and,  a*  r^yiii 
l^ytbeprophrt,  Hir  favouring  9ul  he  ful  uf  bilttT 
^^le ;  and  loiichin?  of  all  hii  body  hal  be  cov<7r.>d 
«riih  fire  that  nevur  liul  qiienehc.  aod  with  wur.iiei 
that  DCTerOiiU  die,  uGodfaythby  the  mnuLhrifEray. 
And  ibr  a>  mochc  is  they  flinl  sot  wcoe  ihjL  [liiy 
■MOW  djeo  far  pciile.  and  by  deth  9ec  fro  peine,  that 
wtowtheyondL'rftnrdtidthenOTciofJcdirthjlf:!)!]!, 
Thcriiihenvadovrotdoth.  Certewfbjdalvebjihliki- 
BeiltafchettiiiigDfHhichicitihadDWsd.butlhid'iwe 
U  DSt  ihe  fdine  [hinifoE  nbicb  it  tefiiadowed:  rj;;hc 
fo  hrttti  Ibc  peinenf  helle;  ilia  like  iktb  for  the  hi,r- 
tilile  asguilh  :  and  why?  Cor  it  pdnetli  hem  ever  ji 
thau^h  they  Oiald  die  anon;  but  Ecrtcs  they  ibul  HOC 
l.iij 
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dien ;  for,  as  fayth  Seint  Gregory,  To  wf etched  cai^ 
tife"  ihal  be  deth  wichouten  deth,  and  cnde  withouten 
ende,  and  dcfaute  withouten  failiitg ;  for  hir  deth  fhal 
al way  live,  and'  hir  ende  ibai  ever  more  beginne,  and 
hir  dcfaute  ihal  never  faile :  and  therfore  fayth  Seint 
John  the  Evangelift,  They  (hul  folow  Deth  and  they 
fhul  not  find«  him,  and  they  &ul  defire  to  die  and 
Deth  (hal  See  from  hem.  AndekeJobfaith,that  in  belle 
IS  noo  ordre  of  rule.  And  al  be  it  fe  that  God  hatb 
create  all  thmg  in  right  ordre,  and  nothing  withouten 
ordrb,  but  all  thinge»  ben  ordred  and  nombred,  yet 
xiatheies  they  that  ben  dampned  ben  nothing  in  ordre ^ 
ne  hold  non  ordre ;  for  the  erth  (bal  here  hem  ao  fruite; 
(fur,  as  the  prophet  David  fayeth,  God  ihal  deftroy 
the  fruitc  of  the  erth  as  fro  hem)  ne  water  ihal  yeve 
hem  no  moiflure,  ne  the  aire  no  refreihing,  ne  the  fire 
no  light :  for,  as  fayth  Semt  Bafil,  The  brenning  of 
the  fiFe  of  this  world  ihal  God  yevc  in  helle  to  hem 
that  ben  dampned,  but  the  light  and  the  cUreneiTe  ihal 
be  ycve  in  heven  to  his  children,  right  as  the  good 
man  yeveth  fieih  to  his  children  and  bones  te  his 
hounded.  And  for  tlrey  ihul  have  non  hope  to  efcape, 
fayth  job  at  lafl,  that  ther  ihalhorrour  andgr>i]ydrcde 
dwclicn  withouten  cnde.  Horrour  is  alway  drcde  oS 
harme  that  is  to  come,  and  this  drede  ihal  alway  dwell 
in  tlie  hertcs  of  hem  that  ben  dampned;  and  therfore 
han  they  lorne  ail  hir  hope  for  ievcu  caufes:  firft,  foi 
God,  that  is  hir  juge^ihal  be  withouteamercie  tohem. 
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and  they  may  not  plefe  him  oc  non  of  his  hilsvc"!, 
DC  they  may  yeve  nothing  for  liir  raunfon\,  ne  tiivy 
have  no  vois  to  fpeke  to  him,  ne  they  may  not  jIlc  iro 
peine,  ne  they  have  no  goodncflc  in  hem  tl.iir  they 
may  {hew  to  deliver  hem  fro  peine;  andthcri  jrc  luytii 
Salomon,  The  wicked  man  dieth,  andwiian  he  is.iled 
he  flial  have  non  hope  to  efcape  fro  peine.  VVix^io  tliiia 
wold  welunderllonde  thcfe  peines,  and  bctliiiikc  him 
wel  that  he  hath  deferved  thefe  peines  for  his  rnincs, 
certes  he  fhuldc  have  more  talent  to  fighen  ai^d  to 
wepe  than  for  to  iinge  and  playe;  for,  as  layth  Salo- 
mon, Who  fo  that  had  the  fcience  to  know  the  i^cint  3 
that  ben  eflablKhed  and  ordeined  for  Unne  he  vvuld 
forfakefinne :  rhatfcience,faythSeintAu{lin,niakcth 
a  man  to  waimcnten  in  his  herte. 

The  fourthe  point  that  oughte  make  a  man  have 
contrition  is  the  forweful  remembrance  of  the  good 
dedes  that  he  hath  lefte  to  don  here  in  erthc,  aiirl  alio 
the  good  that  he  hath  lorne.  Sothly  the  good  wtrkcs 
that  he  hath  lefte,  either  they  be  the  good  werkcs  that 
he  wrought  cr  he  fell  intodedly  rinne,orelles  the  good 
werkes  that  he  wrought  while  he  layinfmnc.  Sothly 
the  good  werkes  that  he  did  before  that  he  fdl  in  dedly 
iinQe  ben  ail  mortified,  afloned,  and  dulled,  by  the  eft 
finning  ;  the  other  werkes  that  he  wrought  while  he 
Jay  in  finne  they  ben  utterly  dcd  as  to  the  Hi  perdu- 
rable in  hevcn.  Than  thilke  good  werkes  thit  he:* 
mortified  by  eft  finning,  which  he  did  while  he  wui 
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in  charitee,  moon  never  qoickes  ay<awxtlMtit  reny 
pentcetice :  snd  therof  fkycfa  Ood  by  the  moath  of  £- 
zechiel.  If  the  righifaltnanretonieafamfrohitright'' 
wifnefie  and  de  wickedoefle  fliail  he  liven  ?  D«y ;  for 
all  the  good  werkes  that  he  hath  wrought  fliiil  never 
be  in  remembrance,  for  he  ihal  die  in  his  finne.  And 
upon  thflke  chapitre  iaytH  fleint  Gk^orie  thoa,  that 
we  ihal  nnderftonde  this  principally,  that  when  wo 
don  dedly  finne  k  ia  for  nought  than  to  remembie  or 
drawc  into  mentorie  the  good  werkes  that  we  have 
wroaght  befom,  for  certe«  in  the  werking  of  dedly 
fione  thef  i*  no  troft  in  no  good  werk  that  we  have 
don  beforn*]  that  is  to  fay,  at  for  to  have  therby  the 
lif  perdnrableinheven.  But  natheles  the  good  werkei 
quicken  again  and  comen  again,  and  helpe  and  availe 
to  have  the£f  perdnrabie  in  heven,  whan  we  have  con- 
trition; butfothlythegood  werkesthatmendonwhila 
they  ben  in  dedly  finne^  for  at  moche  as  they  were  do» 
in  dedly  finne^  ihey  may  never  quicken ;  for  eertea 
thing  that  never  had  Uf  may  never  quicken ;  and  na<« 
theles  al  be  it  fa  that  they  availen  not  to  have  the  Uf 
perdurable,  yet  availen  they  to  abreg^n  the  peine  of 
hcllc,  or  elles  to  get  temporal  richelTea,  or  elles  that 
God  wol  the  rather  enlumine  or  light  the  herte  of  the 
finful  man  to  have  repentance ;  and  ckc  they  availen 
for  to  ufen  a  man  to  do  good  werkes,  that  the  fendo 
have  the  leffe  power  of  his  foule.  And  thus  the  curteis 
Lord  Jefo  Crift  ne  woU  that  no  good  werk  that  men 
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don  be  lofte,  for  in  fotnwhat  it  ihal  availe.  Btitibr  as 
tnoche  as  the  good  werkes  that  men  don  while  they 
beti  in  good  lif  ben  all  amortifed  by  iinne  folowing, 
and  eke  fith  all  the  good  werkes  that  men  don  while 
they  ben  in  dedly  finneben  utterly  ded,  as  for  to  have 
the  lifperdurable,wel  may  that  man  that  nognodwerk 
ne  doth  fing  thilke  newc  Frenflie  fong,  J* ay  toutpcr" 
dm  mom  Umpt  et  mm  labour ;  for  certcs  iinne  bereveth  a 
man  both  goodneife  of  natureand  eke  the  goodncfle 
of  grace ;  for  fothly  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Goftfareth 
like  fire  that  may  not  ben  idle,  for  fire  faileth  anon  as 
it  forletteth  his  werking,  and  right  io  grace  faileth 
anon  as  it  forletteth  his  werking.  'X'han  lefeth  the  fin- 
£ul  man  the  goodnefle  of  glorie,  that  only  is  bight  to 
good  men  that  labouren  and  werken  wel.  Wei  may 
he  be  for  y  than  that  oweth  all  his  lif  to  God  as  long  as 
he  hath  lived,  and  alfo  as  long  as  he  ihal  live,  that  no 
goodnefie  ne  hath  to  paie  with  his  dette  to  God,  to 
tvhom  he  oweth  all  his  lif;  for  tnift  wel  he  (hal  yeve 
accomptes,  as  fayth  Seint  Bernard,  of  all  the  goodes 
that  han  ben  yeven  himjn  this  prefent  lif,  and  how 
he  hath  hem  difpended,  in  fo  moche  that  ther  ihal  not 
periihe  an  here  of  his  bed,  ne  a  moment  of  an  houre 
ne  ihal  not  periihe  of  his  time  that  he  ne  ihal  yeve 
therof  a  rekening. 

The  fifthe  thing  that  ought  to  meve  a  man  to  con- 
trition i»  remembrance  of  the  paiTion  that  our  Lord 
Jefu  Criit  fufiered  for  our  finnes;  for,  as  fayth  Seint 
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Bernard,  While  that  I  live  I  Ih^l  have  rememhrancc 
of  the  travailes  that  our  Lord  Jefu  Crill  fuffered  in 
preching,  his  werinciTe  in  traveling,  his  temptations 
whan  he  failed,  his  long  wakinges  whan  he  prayed, 
his  teres  whan  he  wept  for  pitee  of  good  peple,  the 
wo,  and  the  fhame,  and  thefilthe,  that  men  fayden  to 
him,  of  the  foulefpittingthat  metfpitten  in  his  face>  of 
the  buffettes  that  men  yave  him,  of  the  fuule  mouthes 
and  of  the  fonle  repreves  that  men  faiden  to  him,  of 
the  nayles  with  which  he  was  nailed  to  the  crofie,  and 
of  all  the  remenant  of  his  pafiion  that  he  fufifrcd  for 
mannes  iinne,  and  nothing  for  his  gilte.  And  here  ye 
ihul  underftand  that  in  mannes  dune  is  every  mauer 
order  or  ordinance  tourned  up  fo  doan  ;  for  it  is  foth 
that  God  and  refon,  and  feufualitee,  and  the  body  of 
man,  ben  ordained  that  everich  of  thifefou re  thinges 
fliuld  have  lordibip  over  that  other,  as  thus ;  God 
ihald  have  lordibip  over  refon,  and  refon  over  fenfua- 
liter,  and  feufualitee  over  the  body  of  man.  But  fothly 
^han  man  Anneth  all  thisordre  or  ordinance  is  turn- 
ed up  fo  donn  ;^and  therforc  than,  for  as  moche  as  refon 
of  man  ne  wol  not  be  fubget  ne  obeifant  to  God,  that 
h  his  Lord,by  right  therfore  Itfcth  it  the  lordibip  that 
it  ihuld  have  over  fenfualitee,  and  eke  over  the  body 
of  man :  and  why?  forfenfualiteercbclleththan  ayenil 
refon,  and  by  that  way  lefeth  refon  the  lordihipover 
fenfualitee  and  over  the  body  ;  for  right  as  refon  i« 
rebel  to  God,  right  fo  is  feniualitee  rebel  to  refon  and 
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the  hodj  alfo.  And  ceites  this  diibrdinasce  and  this 
rebcUion  ma  Lofd  Jtfii  Cf ift  abought  upon  hta  pre- 
ciottsbody  ful  dere::  and  herkeneth  in  Whiche  wifej 
for  as  moche  as  rdbb  is  rebel  to  God,  therforeis  man 
worthy  to  have  torvre,  and  to  beded;:  this  fuffred  our 
liord  Jefo  Crift  for  man  after  tlfat  he  had  be  betraied 
#f  his  diiciple,  and  dtftreined  and  bounde,  fo  that  his 
bhiod  braft  ont  at  ererj  nail  of  hishondes,  asiaithSein  t 
Ai^ftin.  And  fertbennore,  lor  as  moche  as  reibnof 
man  wol  not  daont  fcnfualitee  whan  itmay,therforo 
is  man  worthy  to  have  fhame ;  and  this  fufiered  oor 
Ltord  Jefii  Crift  for  man  whan  they  fpitten  in  his  vi< 
lage.  And  fcrtheroTcr,  fear  as  moche  as  the  caitif  body 
of  man  is  rebel  both  to  refon  and  to  fenfaalitee,  ther* 
fore  it  is  worthy  the  deth ;  and  thisfuffered  our  Lord 
Jefu  Crift  upon  the  erofle,  whcras  ther  was  no  part 
of  hisl^dy  free  without  grete  peineand bitter  paflion  ] 
and  all  this  fufired  our  Lord  Jefu  Crift  that  never  for* 
faited :  and  thus  fayd  he  ;  To  mochel  am  I  peined  for 
thing^s  that  I  never  deferved,  and  to  moche  defouled 
for  ihendibip  that  man  is  worthy  to  have :  and  ther* 
fore  may  the  (inful  man  wel  fay,  as  fayth  Seint  Ber- 
nard, Accurfed  be  the  bitterneffc  of  my  iinoe,  for 
whiche  ther  mud  be  fuffered  fo  moche  bittemefie  : 
for  certes  after  the  divers  difcordance  of  our  wicked- 
neifc  was  the  paflion  of  Jefu  Crift  ordeined  in  divers 
thinj^es,  as  thus ;  'certes  linfui  mannes  foule  is  betrai- 
ed of  the  divel  by  coveitife  of  tempore!  profperitce, 


and  rconud  by  diTceicc  whu  he  chcfcth  flcfbly  de- 
liiM,  ladTCtiil  itliirbieiitc<iby{nipatUiiccofadTer> 
lltee,  and  befpec  b*  fem^  and  rubjediaD  of  fiune, 
and  atthcUft  it  i«  Qua  GpiDy.  For  thiiditcordinco 
of  Qoful  nam  was  Jtfu  Cti&  fiHl  bctraied,  uid  after 
that  wag  he  bounde  that  came  tor  to  nabinde  ni  of 
£nne  aad  of  peine ;  than  wit  he  hefconied  that  only 
fliuld  hare  ben  honoured  in  alle  thiugea  and  of  alle 
thingeii  than  wai  hiivifage,  that  aught  to  he  drGnaf 
to  be  feeo  of  all  mankiad  (in  which  Tirade  aDf^ltde- 
liren  to  loke)  *ilainlly  bcfpet ;  than  wai  he  fcourged 
that  nothing  had  ircfpafled  ;  and,  Gnallf ,  than  wai 
he  crucified  and  Qiin  :  than  were  accomplilhed  tha 
wordcs  of  Efaie,  Hi:  w»  wounded  for  our  mifdedei, 
and  defouledfar  our  feloniei.  NowGih  that  Jffu  Crift 
toke  on  bitnfelf  the  peine  of  all  our  wickednelle^ 
mache  ought  (inful  man  to  wcpe  and  tn  bewaile  that 
for  hit  fianeiGoddeaCone  of  heren  Ihuldall  thilpeinc    ' 

The Gite  thing  thM  fltiild  move  a  man  to  contritioo 
is  the  hopeof  three  thinfTEj,  that  iito  fay,  forycTendft 
of  fmtie,  and  the  yeflof  ^race  fur  tnda  wd,  andtb*  ' 
irlurieofheven.withwhichcGodlhalguerilonmaD&K 
his  (rood  deda:  and  forae  niocbe  Jijefu  Crift  veTctb 
u«  tliife  yeitea  nf  hi*  largentiTc  and  of  bin  luveraiM 
bounlee,  thertbre  ia  he  deped  y-fm  Nnsannm  Rim 

\vhQm  men  niulhnpcntohaveforyivenilTcof  Hnnes* 


which  ihatii  proprtly  ^iTaliaD  oCtMincl;  end  iher- 
(bre  Tayd  the  angel  to  Jrifeph,  ThnD  Ibalt  cicpe  liii 
ii»mcJeruith!<tfli8irB«enhiepepleofhirfinnea,  .Mid 
beroif  failh  Seine  Peter,  Thcr  i>  niu  other  nime  un- 
der heven,  that  iiytTen  tn  wiy  man,  bf  which  a  in  an 
tniy  be  Und  but  ooly  Jefus.  Nazuotui  it  3;  mnchs 
ior  to  fiy  11  Flouriflting,  in  which  a  maa  flul  hope  that 
Ik  (hal  yeirtfa  him  rmiiffion  of  finnEifliil  yeve  him 
■IfagracenelforCoila;  forinlhcflmiFistiopcDffiuit 
in  time  coming,  and  in  furyevcneflenffinneE  hope  n( 
^acewctlD  du.  I  watatthedoTeolthinherte.  hjih 
JtCa^aad  deped  for  to  tnter;  helhltefiencih  to  me 
flu]  huo  foryf  veneD*  of  hii  finnci,  and  I  wo!  enter 
intohimbymy  Krnee,Bndfoapewtlh)iimhythegQiid 
wcrkes  that  he  (hal  dun.  which  wlrhcRi  ben  the  food 
of  God.  and  he  fiial  fnupe  with  tne  hy  the  grer  jryc 
thar  rtbalyeichim.  Thti«  Ihal  man  hope  lli^i  for  his 
WBiliciofpenanre  God  thai  )rev!himhiiregne,ashe 
behight  him  in  the  Gofpcl. 

Now  Ihil  man  nnderltacilein  which mancrlhU  be 
liit  contrition,  lf»ythit  iinislbeunifn-filantl  lotnl ; 
ttuB  in  to  fay,  amanlhalbe  veny  repCDCant  for  all  hin 
finuEB  that  he  hatii  dun  in  dclice  of  hi»  thought,  Inr 
deliie  it  pcnioos !  for  ihor  ben  Iwo  manor  of  ranfc-ti- 
tinj^;  that  no  of  hem  is  cleped  Cantenling  of  Affec' 
tioD,  whan  a  man  il  meved  lo  do  linne.  and  ihnii  .Ic- 
litdh  him  longe  for  to  thinke  on  that  lionc.  and  hit 
KfoD  apperceiveth  it  nel  that  <t  is  Cnnc  aycnil  the 
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Uwc  of  God,  uid  jet  hiirefoD  refrunelh  iiMli!i  foi 
dclitc  or  talent  thoofrh  be  fee  wcl  apeitljr  thu  i[  h 
;e  n  <l  [  he  TCTETMce  of  God  i  ilthougb  bUrdba  coufi 
nol  to  do  tb>t  Gdik  iiid«te,7nraf  nXom  doiSiiurxJ 
fwidic  delitcthat  dwelleih  ionge  io  ful  perilDoa,  al 
it  never  fa  lite:  ud  airo  a  uian  Ihitid  ronn*;  dudi 
forBUihatcTerlwhilh  de&red  aTcnlllbchtweofGi 
with  pjrfite  CDpfentiog  of  fail  tefoo,  for  cberof  ii 
dnutcthat  it  iBdadlj  finnsin  aanfcatingj  forcet 
ihcr  !•  no  dedly  linne  but  that  it  »  firil  in  maa 
tlinu^hc,  andtiteTthalinhiidelite,  uidlbfonbii 
canliintingaiiitinta  dede;  wherfore  1  (ay  that  mi 
men  nerepcDt  hem  ncter  of  fwiche  tbougfalciailil  i 
lilet,  nEDnerfhriVcnhcninfit.  butonlyofthedi 
of  grct  linna  mttirard;  whccfotc  I  fay  thst  foil 
vichcd  dcLile*  bm  fabtil  be|;ilen  ofhtm  that  Ihol 
dampticd.  Moreover,  nan  ouRht  to  fbrwen  for 
wicked  wordef  ai  wel  a>  for  hit  wicked  drdei,  for  t 
Ic  repentance  of  a  fingaler  liune,  andnotrepeotl 
of  all  hi>  other  Imnei,  or  ello  tepeotiag  him  of  all 
olhcrlinnei  and  notofallogu1erliriae,may  not  avai 
for  certei  God  Almighty  i>  all  Eood,  and  thetli 
eithrr  he  foryeTeth  all,  oi  ellei  rijiht  tiought ;  a 
therCor!  fayth  Beint  Augnftin,  I  wote  certainly  |] 
GoJ  isenemy  to  erery  finner :  and  how  than  ?  he  tl 
nhfcrvcth'nn  linne  flial  he  have  foryevcncflc  of  the 
niinint  of  his  other  finnei?  nay.  And  furtherov 
contrition  Ihnld  be  wonder  [arn'cful  md  ^nguilbo 
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and  therfore  yeveth  him  God  plainly  bis  mercie :  and 
thcrfore  whan  my foule  was  angiiifliou9,  acd  forwefai 
within  me,  than  had  I  remembrance  of  God  tha::  my 
praier  might  come  to  him.  JPortherover,  cor.triti(  n 
muflc  be  contiuuel,  and  that  man  have  flcuiall  purpofc 
to  ihrivc  him  and  to  amend  him  of  his  lif ;  for  i'othly 
while  contrition  laflcth  man  may  ever  hope  to  liave 
forycvenelTe :  and  cf  this  comcth  hate  of  finnc,  tlut 
dcllroyethfmne  bothe  in  himfelf  and  eke  in  other  folk 
at  his  power;  for  which  fayth  David,  I'hcy  thut  love 
God  hate  wickednelTe ;  for  to  love  God  is  for  tu  love 
that  he  loveth  and  hate  that  he  hateth. 

The  lail  thin<;  that  men  ihuU  underftanu  in  contri- 
tion is  this,  wherof  availeth  contrition.  I  fay  tliat  con- 
trition fomtime  delivcrcth  man  fro  fmnc;  ol  wl/uh 
David  faitli,  I  fay,  (quod  David)  I  purptifcd  icrniclv 
to  (hrivcme,  and  thou  Lord  rcIcfcHcft  mv  fume.  And 
right  fo  as  contrition  availeth  not  without  f<id  inirpo:* 
of  Ihiift  and  fatibfaAion,  right  fo  litcl  worth  i^  fiirift 
or  fati»fa<&ion  withouten  contrition.  And  moreover, 
contrition  dedroycth  the  prifon  of  heile,  and  niakcih 
weke  and  feblc  all  the  ftrengthes  of  the  devils,  ami  rc- 
(loreth  the  ycftes  of  the  Holy  Goft  and  oi  all  'j-nvd 
vert  ucs,  and  itcicnfeth  the  foule  of  finne,  and  uelivcr- 
eth  it  fro  tlie  peine  of  hclle,  and  fro  the  con^j'-i^.'ii'c  of 
the  devil,  and  fro  the  fcrvagt  of  finne,  ana  rt  ih^rcth 
it  to  ail  goodes  fpiritiicl,  and  to  the  compa;',iiic  t'.iid 
communion  of  holy  thiichc.  And  furthcrovcr.  it  rua- 
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keth  him  dwt  fih|loi&  wwibne  iof  iM  to  bo  tto  fimo  of 
grace :  and  tU  tlMi(l!  tkvigci  ben  preved  bj  hol^  writ ; 
and  theifM  ki  that  woldlct  his  emetit  totbHetfaiBga 
he  were  fal«wife;-fbr  ibthly  he  ae  (hold  ht^e  than  io 
all  his  iff  covaf^ to  fintie,  bot  yere  hisherte  and  bodf 
to  the  fer^itioof  JoTaCfift,  aodtlierof  dohimhocnafe; 
for  certe$  onr  Lord  Jefa  Crift  iiath  fparcd  ntfo  bo- 
nig^eiy  in  our  felicity  tliat  if  he  ne  liad  pitee  on  min* 
nes  fottle  a  Ibrf  ibog  might  we  alle  iixige, 
EKplm$  primm  p4ttt  psnittiiHtey  tt  ituipHpartfieumda^ 

The  fecoftd'jmrt  of  penitence  isconfeffion,  and  that 
is  figne  of  contrition.  Now  ihol  jt  undcrftondt  wluUl 
is  coofeffiofi,  and  whether  it  ought  nedei  to  be  don  or 
non,  and  which  thinget  ben  coVenable  to  veray  coo^ 
feilion.  -      • 

Firft  fluJc  thoa  underftande  that  confeflion  is  Teray 
(hewing  of  finnfes  to  the  preeft ;  this  is  to  iaie  Tcrmy, 
for  he  mnft  oonfiifle  him  of  all  the  conditions  that  be-i 
ton^en  to  his  finne  as  ferforth  as  he  can :  all  muft  bo 
layd ,  and  nothing  excufed,  ne  hid,  ne  forwrapped,  and 
not  avaunv  him  of  hisi  good  werkes:  alfo  it  is  necei^ 
farie  co  underftande  whenoet  that  fianesfpringen,  and 
how  they  encrefen,  and  which  ihey  ben. 

Of  fprioging  of  Jinnes  faith  S^iot  Puulc  in  thii  wife ; 
that  right  as  by  on  man  finne  eiitred  firft  into  this 
world,  and  thargh  finne  deth,  right  fodeth  eotreth 
into  alle  men  that  finnen  i  and  tiiib  man  was  Adum,  by 


•nhDin  flniie  enired  iiiio  tliii  world  wban  he  biaLc 
the  i;ainin*ndefDeiii  pf  God".  andihciJarthcthatlii'll 
■wa«  ill  mifhly  that  he  nc  Ihuld  have  diej,  bttan  e 
fwichEoa  ihEthEDiiitincdCEiUGiihcUur  hcnntdor 
no;  and  allhii  progeiiK  tii  this  woildtliat  in  iLiikc 
miner  liiiiifn  dien.  Loke  tliu  to  i}ic  cflitr  uf  iiino- 
ccQCC,  whsDAduBUiilEvc  wcrcn  Dabcd  m  I'aratliJd, 
and  nu  thlo^iiehdddiu  fhuiie  of  hirinJic'dDeiri^,  Iiiiw 
ihat  tht  fcTient.ihit  was  moil  w.ly  otaH  uthct  li.lU-. 
thu  Gad  had  tnadc,  layd  to  ibc  womin,  Why  cuni- 
aaadtiHoijov  that  ye  Ihuld  not  rte  of  every  ttce 
in  Ptnuiite  i  The  voaaa  anfwircd.  Of  the  Cruii ,  fiy  J 
Ac,  ofthetrmcf  Puadifc  we  fcdcQ  u>,  bi:r  i.f  ihe 
Iruil  of  the  nee  ihjl  i^  ia  the  middtl  of  Parsdiri  Citd 
foibodcuifotloeien,  uetotoucheit,  left  we  iiiuld 
die.  Thclerpent  Iiyd  ts  the  womBD.Kay,  nsy.yi^  Hiul 
DOKlicn  of  deth.)  tic  (nth  God  «oic  that  wbut  day 
thtt  ycClelb«rof  yuur  eyen  Qiul  open,Mid  ye  Ihul  bo 
Wgijddeskoowiitgguodandharme.Thewoniauraw 
thatdMUW  WBsg^inl  [ufiHling.aDdfsire  to  the  cyrn, 
Uiddck&blc  to  thcCght :  <he  (nfce  of  the  fiuii  ofiiic 
trci;anddJ4B[e,aiiilya'><et<rliirchttlband,aDd  hL'^ie; 
■ndsmjotiioeyenof  hi.[iibo[hD|icnediandw!iaH  ility 
knewe  thaiihey  were  naked  they  fawed  of  j  %-iri.e 
lensiaminerafbnche&tohidmhirtDembirs.  [lire 
mow  ye  f«ea  that  '^t^^ly  lii'ae  hith  fiilt  ru;*i,'cflit>Ti '.! 
lhefeiidc,»bCicwtthhcc<byihei«iJer,»[jLUiurw^rd 
iht  dvUt «f  th{fl;ft,  9)  tewiilh  bc-te  by  livs  =.iJ  jlur 


L_ 
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that  the  confentiiig  of  relbn,  as  iheweth  by  Adam ;  for 
trull  wd  though  lo  it  were  thttt  the  fende  tempted  £  ve, 
that  is  to  fay,  the  flefli,  and  the  fleih  had  deht  in  the 
beautee  of  the  fruit  defended,  yet  certcs  til  that  re- 
fon,  that  is  to  fay  Adam,  confented  to  the  eting  of 
the  fruit,  yes  (lode  he  in  the  ftate  of  innocence.  Of 
thilke  Adam  toke  we  thilke  iinne  original ;  from  him 
iiefhly  difcended  be  we  all,  and  engendred  of  vile 
and  corrupt  mater;  and  whan  the  foule  is  put  in  our 
bodies  right  anon  is  contra(3:  original  fintte,  and  that 
tliat  was  erft  but  only  peine  of  concupifcence  is  after- 
Ward  both  peine  and  finne ;  and  thcrfore  we  ben  ail 
ybome  fones  of  wrath  and  of  dampnation  perdurable^ 
if  ne  wete  bapttfmc  that  we  receive,  which  benimeth 
us  the  culpe  :  but  forfoth  the  peine  dwclleth  with  us 
as  to  temptation,  which  peine  hight  Concupifcence* 
This  concupifcence,  whan  ic  is  wrongfully  difpofed  or 
ordeincd  in  man,  it  maktth  him  coveit,  by  coveitife  of 
flefh,  flelhly  finne  by  fight  of  his  eyen,  as  to  erthly 
thinges,  and  alfo  coveitife  of  highnefle  by  pride  of 
herte. 

r^ow,  as  to  fpeke  of  the  firft  coveitife,  that  is,  con- 
cupifence,  after  the  hwe  of  ou^  membres  that  wtre 
lawfully  ymakcdjand  by  rightful  ju^emcnt  of  God,  I 
fay,  for  as  moche  as  a  man  is  not  obeifant  to  God  that 
is  hi»  liord,  therfore  is  his  hcrtc  to  him  difobeil'ant 
thurgh  concupifcence,  which  is  called  ftourifhing  of 
Hiine,  and  occallon  of  fiune ;  therfore  all  the  wiiila 
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titttjl  tnamhittwkhm  himchepandofcooctipiieace 
it  it  xmpttf&Wihmt  he  be  tempted  fomtime,  and  mo- 
"ved  in  hit  fldk  tbiimic.  Add diis thing  may^  not  Cule 
mit  long  as  he  liveth  i  it  maif  wci  waze  febkby  Tcrtue 
•fbatiiifirtj  sad  by  the  grace  of  God  thorgh  peni- 
teBct,.bcit  /uUy  ne  flia]  it  never  qnenche^  that  he  ne 
ihal  ioMlime  bettered  in  bimfidfe  bat  if  he  were  re- 
frdncd  by  fikcncjfle,  or  malefice^of  forcerie,  or  cold 
driniEtSMiFor  lo,  vhat  iayth  Sctnt  Poole  i  The  flcih 
•ovdteth  ayeail  the  fpirtt,  andthe  fptrit  ayenft  the 
flefli;  they  bcalb  coatrarie  and  So  ftriven  that  a  man 
«ay  not  alway do  «hc  wold.  Th^  iame $eint  Poale,. 
aftec  bit  gret  penance  in  water  and  in  load;  in  water 
by  nigiit  alid  byday  in  gret  peril  and  in  gret  peine^ 
in  knd  in  grete  famine  and  thorft,  cold  and  dothles, 
and  ones  iloned  almofl  to  deth,  yet  fayd  he,  Abu !  I 
caltif  man,  who  (hal  deliver  me  fro  the  prifon  of  my 
caitif  bcKiy  ?  And  Seint  Jerom,  whan  be  long  time 
bad  dwelled  in  defert,  wberas  be  had  no  compagnie 
bnt  of  wilde  beftes,  wheras  he  had  no  mete  but  her- 
bes,  and  water  to  hts  drinke,  ne  no  bed  but  the  naked 
erth,  whcrfore  his  flcih  was  black  as  an  Ethiopian  for 
bete,  and  me  dcftroyed  for  coM,  yet  fayd  he  that  the 
breantng  of  Iccherie  boiled  in  all  his  body :  wherfore 
I  wot  wel  iikerly  that  they  be  deceived  that  fay  they 
be  not  tempted  in  hir  bodies ;  witnelTe  Seint  James, 
that  faid  that  every  wight  is  tempted  in  his  owen 
confcience  \  that  is  to  fay,  that  eche  of  us  hath  pater 


and  occBfioii  to  he  lemptcd  ofihe  noriDiing  nffinnc 
ihat  ismhiibody  ;  aiid  iherfure  fsythSeint  John  the 
KviogdiA,  IS  wc  fay  that  vc  ben  vriihoul  linne  we 
deceive  oBrfelf,  and  iruih  is  not  in  iis. 

Now  ftiuljrcundciftondeinwIiMniancrriniif  wei- 
cth  and  cDCrclLUii  innian.  1  hefirA  thing  is  tbac  nuu~ 
riftilUg:  of  Gone  of  which  I  Tpake  hefore,  thacii,  coif 
cupllci'DGC;  Nod  after  thu  comcth  fuggc&iaii  of  the 
divil.chin  taColay,  the  divds  bclniu,  with  wiiKti 
he  bInwEth  in  nua  thtfire  nf  concitpifccnceiand  af- 

iio  >hji  thing  10  wliich  he  i$  leitiptcd;  andchac  if  s 
nun  withlUmdand  weivc  ihc  firll  entiling  of  hit  Scffa 
andofihcfendthinilitnoGnne;  and  if  la  he  he  do 
uut .  [biD  hUtb  he  ujon  a  Same  of  deHt,  and  thdii  it 
is  ^iind  CO  beware  >nd  kept  him  wel.  or  dies  he  wol 
full  jimn  tocanfcDting<irfinne,Bndthuiwolhe  da  it 
if  he  may  h>we  time  and  jilace.  And  of  ihii  mater 
fayih  Moyfra*  hy^  the  devil  in  this  maner  ;  The  feud 


nan  by  widted 
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and  I  wol  hcnt  him  by  ireiin;;  md  ftiiring  of 
and  I  wol  depart  niy  prUor  my  prey  by  deli* 
eration,  uidiiiy  lull  Qial  be  accamplired  ia  delit ;  I 
□1  draw  mj  fwerd  in  confenting;  (tor  certei  ligbc 
'  fiyib  Utjfiii  I  caonoc  tell  where :  peibiiu  there  nur  be 
>iitc  ruch  ptUJee  la  the  ribbliiical  bittinrci  u^Mofca  wJiIUi  the 
.riie^C>ulmlnpublinigi)liiilwlincLBiiirj,[pjr.i6ip,BviJ 

..'„./.-,  P^ver,i^ 
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»«  fw«rd  >dtpartdrh  a  thing  in  two  pecet,  right  fo 
eooleiiiiuig  deptttcth  God  fro  min)  and  than  wul  I 
flfi  him  with  iliy  hoild  in  dede  of  finne.  Thus  iajth 
dM  had,  for  ccrts»  than  it  a  man  al  ded  in  fonle ;  and 
thusis  finnflaecomptifed  by  temptation,  by  delit,  and 
Vy.CDOfisnting,  and  than  is  the  finne  a&oe). 
.  Boribth  finne  is  in  two  manen;  either  it  is  venial 
or  dcdly  finne.  8ath)y  whan  a  man  loveth  any  crea- 
tare  more  than  Jefn  Grift  onr  creatour  than  it  is  dedly 
feme ;  and  venial  finne  it  is  if  a  man  love  Jefii  Crift 
lefle  than  htm  oog^t.  Forfpth  the  dede  of  this  venial 
fianessCbiperiloustforit  amen  u£eth  the  love  that  man 
ibold  have  to  God  more  and  more;  and  thorfore  if  a 
■Mft  cfaarf^e  himfislf  with  many  fwichc  venial  finnes» 
cectes  hot  if  fo  be  that  he  fomtime  difchargtf  hira  of 
hem  by  ibrxft  they  may  wel  lightly  amemile  in  him 
aU  the  love  thathe  hath  tojefu  Crifl.  And  in  this  wife 
flrippeth  venial  finne  into  dedly  finne ;  for  certes  the 
more  that  a  man  chargeth  his  foule  with  venial  fiones 
the  more  he  ia  enclined  to  fall  into  dedly  finne ;  and 
therfore  let  us  not  be  negligent  to  difcharge  us  of 
venial  finnes }  for  the  proverbe  fayth  that  many  fmal 
makcn  agret.  And  herkcn  thisenfaniple : agretwawe 
of  the  fee  Cometh  fomtime  with  fo  gret  a  violence  that 
it  drencheth  the  fiiip ;  and  the  fame  harme  do  fom- 
time the  fmal  dropes  of  water  thai  enteren  thurgh  a 
litel  crevis  in  the  thurrok  *,  and  in  the  botom  of  the 

♦  in  the  tburrol'}  The  cditt.  luve  changed  thU  word  in  this 
plM;e  into  timbtr^  thougli  in  auother  place  they  have  left,  it  iv 
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(hip,  if  men  ben  fo  negligent  that  they  difclurge  1 
not  by  time ;  and  therfore  although  ther  be  diffen 
betwix  thife  two  caufes  of  drenching  algate«  the 
is  dreint.  Hlght  fo'  fareth  it  fomtime  of  dedly  £ 
and  of  anoioiiA'venial  finnes,  whan  they  multtpii 
man  fo  gretly  that  thilke  worldly  thinges  that  h< 
veth,  thorgh  which  he  iinncth  venially,  is  as  grc 
his  heite  as  the  love  of  God,  or  more ;  and  ther 
the  love  of  every  thing  that  is  not  befet  in  God 
don  principlUy  for  Goddes  fake,  although  that  a  ] 
love  it  lefle  than  God,  yet  is  it  venial  finne ;  and  d< 
iinne  is  whan  the  love  of  any  thing  weigheth  in 
herte  of  man  as  moche  as  the  love  of  God,  or  m 
Dedly  iinne,  as  (kyth  Seint  Auguftine,  is  whan  a  ] 
toiirneth  his  herte  fro  God,  whiche  that  is  veray  f 
raine  bouhtee,  that  may  not  chaungc,  and  yeved 
herce  to  thing  that  may  chaungeand  flitte ;  and  et 

here ;  and  Mr.  Speght  explains  it  to  mean  an  heap.  It  is  a  8 
word,  which  the  GloflaricK  render  cymba,  caupolus,  (orlgl 
pc  rhaps  eOmpubu,  as  it  was  fometinies  written.  Du€eing§, 
Cavpulus.)  It  feems  to  luve  figr.ifieU  any  fort  of  keeled  v 
and  from  thence  what  wc  call  the  hold  of  a  Ihip.  The  fol 
in^  explanation  of  it,  from  an  oid  book  entitled  Oure  Lt 
Mirroure^  Zload.  i?;io,  fol.  57.  b.]  will  fully  juftify  Chau 
ufe  of  it  in  l>oth  places,  in  the  firit  literally,  and  in  the  fe 
metaphorically :  •'  Ye  Ihall  urdcrftandc  that  there  ys  a  | 
•'  In  the  bottome  of  a  Ihyppc  wherin  ys  gathered  all  the  f 
"  t!ut  cotncth  into  the  (hyppe— and  it  is  called  in  feme 
*'  tre  of  thys  londe  a  tbonocke^  other  calle  yt  an  bamron 
•'  fume  call6  yt  the  bulckc  of  the  Ihyppe.**  I  know  not  wh 
make  uf  bamron. 
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thit  11  ererj  thinj^  fare  God  of  beven :  for  foth  is  that 
if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  which  that  he  oweth  to  God 
With  all  his  herte,  unto  a  creature,  certes  as  moche  of 
his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  the  fame  creature  fo  moche  he 
bereveth  fro  God,  and  therfore  doth  he  fiune ;  for  he 
that  is  dettour  to  God  ne  yeldeth  not  to  God  all  his 
dettt^  that  is  to  fayn,  all  the  love  of  his  herte. 
-  Now  ilth  man  undierfiondeth  generally  which  is  ve* 
nial  iione,  than  is  itcovenabk  to  tellfpccially  cf  iinnes 
whichethat  manyaman  pera venture  dcmeth  hem  no 
finnes,  and  fhriveth  him  not  of  the  fame,  and  yet  na- 
theles  they  be  (innes  fothly,  as  thife  clerkes  writen ; 
tkuM  u  to  fay,  at  every  tyme  that  man  eteth  and  drin- 
keth  more  than  fufficeth  to  the  fuftenance  of  hisbody 
in  certain  he  doth  finne ;  eke  whan  he  ipeketh  more 
than  it  nedeth  he  doth  ilnne;  eke  whan  he  herkeneth 
not  benignely  the  complaint  of  the  pourc;  eke  whan 
he  is  in  helc  of  body  -ftnd  wol  not  fail  whan  other  folk 
fift  withoutcaufercfonable ;  eke  whan  he  flepeth  more 
than  nedeth,  or  whan  he  cometh  by  that  enchefou  to 
late  to  chirche,  or  to  other  werkes  of  charitee;  eke 
whan  he  ufeth  his  wif  withouteo  foveraine  defire  of 
engendrure,  to  the  honour  cf  God,  or  for  the  entent 
toyeldhiswifhisdetteofhisbody;  eke  whan  he  wol 
not  vifite  the  fike  or  the  prifoner  if  he  may ;  eke  if  he 
love  wif  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thin^,  more  than 
refon  requireth ;  eke  if  he  flater  or  blandife  more  than 
himoDghtforanyncceflitccjckeifhcamcnufcorwith* 


drawe  the  almdTi:  of  thf  poure;  eke  if  he  xpparaiL 
ha  mete  more  iIcUcioiifLy  thzu  neda  i>,  or  etc  it  lo  lii 
Uitj  by  likGnuiTneire ;  eke  if  beCalkt  v^ieu)  iathi 
chirche,  or  u  Uoddes  kivke,  or  thit  he  he  a  lilci  ol 
iA\c  •maim  of  Tulie  or  vilanic,  for  he  Ihil  yeld  hc 
coiTiplei  of  il  at  the  diy  of  dume ;  eke  vrhin  he  be- 
bichteth  nr  alTuretli  to  don  thifiges  th»c  he  may  not 
p(;rf<'>Dnne  I  eke  whan  thit  hr^  by  lighmcfTe  of  tvlj 
miiriycth  or  rcorneth  his  ueighbonr^  eki:  whan  in 
hjih  ony  wicked  lufpecion  of  thing  ihcr  he  ne  wan 
of  ii  norothfaftneflu.  rhifethingeii.andmowitbBgtel 
nombre,  be  finnei,  ai  fiyth  Seint  AiigufliDc.  Nun 
IbiilyeiiQderfiriadelhatBl  heitlnthacaoncrthlymu 
may  efdliHC  al  venial  Gune^ycE  may  he  re&eiiieJuD] 
by  [he  brenniog  lo»e  (iia(  he  haih  to  oor  l.(ird  Jift 
Crill,  and  bj  pray«T  Etnd  eoufclilion,  and  other  good 
neikes,  fo  that  it  Ihal  but  litel  i^teve :  br,  u  faylb 
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thnt  all  that  ever  he  doth  ii  in  the  loveof  God,  orfm 
the  love  of  God  veraily,  fur  be  breaneih  In  the  loac 
cf  Godjokehowmoche  thatn  diopc  of  watcrwhicll 
fallelhiE.to«£ourneiifulofiireBiioielhorgTeTelhthl 
brenningof  the  6re,  in  like  ni^ner  inaieUi  or  ei'cvetb 
a  venial  finne  onto  that  maa  which:  is  lleilfiill  and  p3r< 
fite  in  thcIoieafourSaviaurJeriiCrUl.  Furthermore, 
men  miyalfo  refreine  and  put  away  vinial  finne  by 
receiving- wurtbily  tlie  piecioui  botly  of  Jcfu  Crifl, 
hy  rcceivingdu:  of  holy  ivatcr,  hj  a!ir.ei  dedc,  by  ge- 
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iMfal  coofdBMt  of  eof$fiie0rzt  mafTcy  and  at  prime,  and 
at  CDnpUn,  and  liy  bietfing  of  biflioppes  and  prccftes^ 
•Bd  by  ocher  good  werkes. 

De  atfitm  Faetati*  M^rtaiibus. 

Now  it  if  behovelyto  teUen  whichc  bra  dcdly  (yuiet^ 
tlutiitioiky»  Yrfauffietainesof  iinoes,  for  as  moche  as  ail 
tiieyreiiiiiolees,b6t«ndiTersi|iaxifln.  Now  ben  they 
deped  Chsefetainfibfoi*  as  moche  as  they  be  chiefe,  and 
xihttet  fpringeQ  all  other  finnes.  The  rote  of  thife 
finoes  than  is  pride,  the  general  rote  of  ail  harmes^ 
Ibr'iif  tbisJtote  fpringen  certain  braanchea,  as  ire,  en- 
W«  iccidie  or  floathe,  avartcfc  or  coveitife,  (to  com-* 
«iiiilwiderftoiiding)  giotooie,  andlecherie ;  and  eche 
of  thUechieffinneshath  hisbraunchesand  his  twigges^ 
jn  ihai  be  declared  in  hir  chapicres  folowing. 

J)e  Super bia. 

•Afld  thoagh  fo  be  that  no  man  knoWeth  utterly  the 
tMNdbre  of  the  twiggesand  of  the  harmes  that  comcn 
t)f  pride,  yet  wol  I  (hew  a  partir  of  hem  af  ye  (hul  un- 
derftond.  Ther  is  inobedience,  avaunting,  ipocrifie, 
defpit,  arrogance,  impudence,  fwelltng  of  h^c,  in- 
ibience,  elation,  impatience,  flrif,  contumacie,  pre* 
fiimptioB,  irreverence,  pertinacie,  vaine  glorie,  and 
many  other  twig^i  that  I  cannot  declare.  Inobedi- 
cnt  IB  he  that  diiqbeycth  itK  dclpir  to  the  commande- 
tnents  of  God,  and  to  his  foyerainei,  and  to  his  godly 
fader;  arauntour  is  he  thatiboftcth  of  cheharmcx>r 
of  the  bountec  that  he  hath  don;  ipocrite  is  he  that 
rolumc  r.  N 
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hidetb  to  fhew  bun  fwiche  u  he  is,  and  Smretli  bis 
t  o  fcmc.fwicbe  u  be  u  not ;  derpimu  ii  he  t  hu  bath 
diUainaf  hit  Dcigbcboar,  tbitutaf>TB,  of  hiterca 
■CriOcn,  or  huh  derpit  to  do  that  him  oughr  ta  do ; 
>nn]{aDt  h  he  thit  thinketh  that  he  hath  thofc  boon- 
tcc<  iiihiiiithatbebachaM,orwenelh  that  be  Ihnlde 
h^icehcml^  bii  deferring,  or  elleitbat  demeth  that 
he  W  that  he  ii  Dot ;  impudent  ii  be  that  Tor  hii  pride 
hith  nnlhanieo[hiiiIinnn;rwelIiDgof  herte  iiwhaa 
>ii»it  tijnyceth  him  of  harme  that  be  hath  doD ;  inSo- 
leiii  IshethatdrTpifcth  in  hiijufrcinenl  all  other  Talk 
as  ii)  re^rdeof  his  value,  oFhii  coiiDiiig,  of  hit  fp»- 
Jbm^.and  oFhiiibrrinic  1  elaiion  ii  whan  be  ne  may  Dcif 
thvr  TuiTre  to  have  mtfficr  ne  felawe;  impatirnt  iibe 
thai  w»l  not  be  laufrh  t  ne  undernniiie  of  hia  *ice,  utd 
byfirifwnricthtruthwetinglf.aDdderendethJiiafb- 
Ijr:  fMdmwhhetbaCthurfhbiiiiidigiutioDiiayeafl 
rvery  auAoritCt  rr  poner  oi  betn  ibat  ben  hii  foTC- 
rsines;  prefampti'io  i«  whan  a  man  undertahcth  an 
err.p  tife  that  him  ought  not  to  do.  nr  ellea  thu  he  aaj 
iio[  do,  and  thii  i>  called  Airquidrie ;  irreverence  it 
u'han  man  doth  not  honour  thcr  at  him  ouf^hltodo, 
Hnd  waitcchtobetcvcrEnccd;  peninacieitwbannian 
defcndclh  hiifiilv,  jndtrujlctb  to  mncbe  in  hii  owen 
wit;  vaincglorie  ii  (or  to  have  pom  pe  and  del  it  in  hl> 
lemporel  hlchnvDe,  and  jrloryc  him  in  his  wotldljr 
elUte ;  jangling  i>  nbau  man  fpeketh  to  moche  be- 
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fore  folk,  and  clappeth  as  a  millc,and  takcth  no  Kepe 
what  he  fayth. 

And  yet  ther  is  a  privce  fpicc  of  pride  that  wviitcih 
firfl  to  be  falewed  or  he  wol  falew,  all  be  he  UCi.  v.  or- 
thy  than  that  other  b;  and  eke  he  waitcth  to  iit  or  ro 
go  above  him  in  the  way,  or  kiffe  the  pax,  or  ]:tn  e:i- 
cenfed,  or  gon  to  ofFring  before  his  neip:iih(Jiir,  ^;:  i 
fwichc  fcniblable  thingei,  ayenft  hisdtuti.c  |;i:iv(  n- 
ture,  but  that  he  hath  his  herte  and  his  oti  ute  in 
fwiche  a  proude  dciire  to  be  magnified  and  honoui  c.i 
beforn  the  peplc. 

Now  ben  thertwomaner  of  prides:  that  on  of  h  1:11 
is  within  the  herte  of  a  man,  and  that  orlv  r  i^  v.  k  ;»- 
out;  of  whiche  fothly  thife  forcfayd  thinrrc^,  iM'i .;  o 
than  I  have  fayd,  apperteinen  to  pride  ihar  :->  v/;»;  n 
the  herte  of  man  ;  and  ther  be  other  f^-.l.ri  >  <>i  ";  \,a 
that  ben  withouten ;  but  nathelc-.thac  on  ot  u'i.i'c  i  1  m  c-i 
of  pride  isfigne  of  that  other,  right  as  the  -uv  i.v\.- 
fcU  atthetaverneisfigne  of  the  win  that  \^  in  t!v.:  c(  1- 
Icr.  Andlhisis  in  many  thinges, asinfpt'chcar.J.c  n- 
tenance,  and outraorious  array  of  ch^thiirg*;  f<,r  cc  rti.s 
if  ther  had  ben  no  finne  in  clothinn;  Ciift  woh'  r  t  l.> 
("one  have  noted  and  fpoken  of  the  clothing  ot"  vi-.iikc 
rich  man  in  the  Gofpel;  and,  as  Scint  Grcv,oi  y  i  .  r!., 
that  precious  clothing  is  culpable  for  the  c'.liiIu  ( 1  ir, 

•  out r.i^: Oil s  array  of  clothhf^  What  foll.'iw^  llu^i  '-i  '  •.■  r  -.1 
carefully  by  anyar.tiguary  who  in.iy  mean  to  \sri';c  l\i :  .  .'- 
liarid  of  the  Engliih  nation  in  the  I4thccn!:urv'. 


and  for  h&fiftiifefley  nid  hr  hii  ftnogefidSe  alid  dif» 
guifioj^,  aod  for  the  faperflnitee  or  for  ths  inordinate 
fcantneflb  oCit*'  Alat !  may  Hot  a  man  fee  as  in  oar  dales 
the  dnnefiil  coftkwe  array  of  -clothing,  and  namely 
in  to  roocbtt  inpcrflaitee,  or  elks  in  to  difordinate 
fcaDtnefle. 

As  to  the  firfte  £nne,  in  foperflnitee  of  clothing, 
whiche  that  maketh  it  fo  dere,  to  the  harme  of  the 
peple,  not  only  the  cofte  of  the  enbrooding,  the  dif< 
guiiing,  endenting  or  barring,  oiinding,  palinj2[,wind- 
ing,  or  bending,  and  femblable  waft  of  cloth  in  ¥ani« 
tee,  but  ther  is  alio  the  coftkwe  furring  in  hir  goniies, 
foniochepoimroningofchefeltomakenholesyfonioche 
dagging  of  iheres,  with  the  fnperfluitee  in  kngth  oC 
the  forefaide  gonnes,  tradling  in  the  dong  and  in  tha 
xnyre,  on  bors  and  eke  on  foot,  as  wcl  of  man  as  of 
woman,  that  allthilke  trailing  is  veraily  (asineffed) 
wafted,  confnmed,  tbredbare,  and  rotten  with  dong^ 
rather  than  it  is  yevcn  to  the  potire,  to  gret  damage 
of  the  forefayd  poure  folk,  and  that  in  fondry  wife; 
this  is  to  fayn,  the  more  that  cloth  is  wafted  the  more 
niuft  it  coft  to  the  poure  peple  for  the  fcarcenefic  : 
and  furtherover,  if  fo  be  thatthey  woIc!en  yevc  fwiche 
pounfoned  and  daggcd  clothing  to  the  poure  peple  it 
is  not  convenient  to  were  for  hir  eftate,  ne  fufilfant 
to  bote  hir  neccflitee,  to  kepc  hem  fro  the  diOempe- 
ranee  of  the  firmament.  Upon  that  other  fide,  to  fpcke 
ef  tjie  horrible  difordinat  icactnciTc  of  clothing,  ai 
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ben  tliife  cutted  floppesor  hanfcline.%  th:i*  r!.:rr  I. !   r 

fhorteuciTe  cover  not  the  fhameiul  menu  rv;>  -  •  n  =  :i 

to  wicked  entente;  alas!  fomofhenifl.ewci:  -i.c  1.  ..c 

and  the  fhapeof  tht:  horrible  fwollen  n'.eni  r  -.  tiv.t 

ftrnun  like  to  the  maladieof  Hernia,  in  tlvc  v  i ..;;-..:  ;^ 

vt  iiir  hofen,  and  fke  the  buttokkcs  of  her.:  I  .i. !;.»„., 

that  farcn  a-*  it  were  the  hinder  port  of  a  iiii.  anc  in 

t'nc  ful  of  the  mone.  And  moreover,  the  wrcu  l^d 

fwoUcn  mcmbres  that  they  (hew  thurgh  ilj/j;a.r;i -:, 

in  departing  of  hir  hoi'cn  in  white  and  rede,  icrrct!: 

that  half  hir  (hamcful  privce  mcmbres  vvtrL  t...]n-j : 

and  if  fo  be  that  they  departe  hir  hofcn  in  ( /.i.(-i  n;- 

Jours,  as  is  white  and  blewe,  or  white  and  \.\  t'.c,  cr 

bUke  and  rede,  and  fo  forth,  than  femcth  it,  a^  bv 

-variance  of  colour,  that  the  half  part  of  Lir  pri.w: 

meiiihres  ben  corrupt  by  the  fire  of  Scint  Anthc;.:^ , 

or  bycancre,orotherfwichemifchance.01  t!ivhi:.(Lr 

part  of  hir  buttokkes  it  is  ful  horrible  for  ti)  1. ; ,  i.  ; 

certeft  iu  that  partie  of  hir  body,  ther  r.s  thv  y  p:ii ;  c  n 

hir  flinking  ordure,  that  foult  partie  flicwL-  rl  w  to 

the  pepJe  proudely  in  dcfpite  of  benefice,  v,  hiJ.c 

honeftre  that  Jefu  Crift  and  his  frcndcs  ohlli-.cil  t<> 

Ihcwe  in  hir  lif.  Now  as  to  the  outra^ic.u->  jri.i\  !>.. 

women,  God  wote  that  though  the  vijjpes  oi  i(i,n  <  i 

her'.  Kmcn  fulchallcanddcboiiaire,  Aet  notifjci:  rb.v 

ii.  hir  ail  ay  ol  attire  llk'-'rci-fnclVc  and  pride.  I  i\x\  i.(  - 

tl4«t  honcflee  in  clothine;  of  man  or  won-iaii  i^  i.:.^ . - 

v-jr.ablc,  but  ccrtestlicfupcrlluittcur  dilordii-.i..  I...1- 

y  ii; 
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citee  of  clothing  is  reprevable.  Alfo  the  ilnne  of  or* 
nament  or  of  apparaiie  is  in  thinges  that  apperteine 
to  riding,  as  in  to  many  delicat  hors  that  ben  holdcn 
for  delit,  that  ben  fu  faire,  fatte,  and  coAlewe ;  and 
alfo  in  many  a  vicious  knave  that  is  fuQeined  becaufe 
of  hem ;  in  curious  harncis,  as  in  fadlcs,  cropers,  peit- 
xehf  and  bridles,  covered  with  precious  cloth  and  rich, 
barred  and  pbted  of  gold  and  of  filver  ^  for  which  God 
fayth  by  Zacharie  the  prophet,  I  wol  confounde  the 
riders  of  fwiche  hors.  Thtfe  fclke  taken  litel  regard 
of  the  riding  of  Goddcs  fone  of  heven,  and  of  hh  bar* 
neis,  whan  he  rode  upon  the  aiTc,  and  had  non  other 
harneis  but  the  poure  clothes  of  his  dtfciples,  ne  we 
rede  not  that  ever  he  rode  on  ony  other  befte.  I  fpeke 
this  for  the  finne  of  fupcrfluitee,  and  not  for  honeflee, 
whan  refau  it  requireth.  And  moreover,  ccrtes  pride 
is  grctly  notiiied  in  holding  of  gret  meinie,  whan  they 
ben  of  litcI  profite  or  of  right  no  profite,  and  namely 
whan  that  meinie  is  felonous  and  damageous  to  the 
peple  by  hardineiTe  of  high  iordeihip,  or  by  way  of 
office;  for  certes  fwiche  lordcsfell  than  hir  Iordeihip 
to  the  devil  of  belle  whan  they  fufteine  the  wicked* 
nelTc  of  hir  meinie;  orelleswhanthife  folk  of  low  de- 
gree, as  tiiey  that  holdcn  hoftelries,  fufleinen  thefte 
ofhirhoftcllers,  and  that  isin  many  manerofdeceitcs; 
thiike  maner  of  folk  ben  the  flies  that  folowcn  the 
liony,  or  elles  the  houndes  that  folowen  the  caraine : 
fwichs  foxefaydc  folk  Uranglcn  fpirituelly  hir  lordc« 
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ihipet ;  fior  which  thus  faith  David  the  prophet,  Wick'* 

•d  ckth  mot  come  onto  thiUte  loniefliipes,  and  God 

ycTC  thtt  they  mot  defcend  into  helle  all  doun,  for  in 

bir  houfbffis  iniquitee  and  (hrcwcdncife,  and  not  God 

pf  heven  :  and  certes  but  if  they  don  amendemcnr, 

sight  a*  God  yave  his  benifon  to  Laban  by  thefervice 

of  Jacob,  and  to  Pharao  by  theferTiceof  Jofeph,  right 

£o  God  wol  yeve  his  malifon  to  fwiche  lordcftiipes  as 

flilleine  the  wickedneffe  of  hir  fervants,  but  they  come 

ID  mmendcment.  Pride  of  the  table  appereth  eke  ful 

•ft,  for  certes  richemen  be  cleped  to  feftes,  and  poure 

Iblk  be  put  away  and  rebuked ;  and  alfo  in  exccfTe  of 

divers  metes  and  drinkes,  and  namely  fwiche  maner 

^.^'Mcemetesanddiihe  metesbrenning  of  wildefire,  and 

Ranted  and  caftelled  with  paper,  and  femblable  waft, 

- .  A  that  it  is  abufion  to  thinke ;  and  eke  in  to  gret  pre  • 

^i/^jCiiwfneile  of  veffell,  and  curiofitec  of  minllralcie,  by 

(i^jjijpflltdh  a  man  is  (lirred  more  to  the  dclites  of  luxurie, 

I'be  that  he  fcttc  his  herte  the  lefid  u pon  oure  Lord 

iiCrift>iti6a(inne;andcertatneiythedeIitesmight 

»fegret  hi  this  cas  that  a  man  might  lightly  fail  by 

idedlyfinne.  The  fpiccs  that  lourden  of  pride, 

whan  they  fourdcn  of  malice  imagined,  avilcd, 

;,  or  elles  of  ufuge,  ben  dedly  Oimes  it  is 

i;  and  whan  they  fourden  by  freeltee  unavi- 

ily,  aodfbdenly  withdraw  again,  al  be  they 

finnfis  I  gefie  that  they  be  not  dedly.   Now 

rhcrof  that  pride  fourdeth  and  fpring- 
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eth  ?  I  fay  that  fomtimc  it  fpringeth  of  the  gbodei  tit 
nature,  fomttme  of  the  goodes  of  fortune,  aod  fom- 
time  of  the  goodes  of  grace;.  Certes  the  goodes  of  iia« 
ture  ftonden  only  io  the  goodes  of  the  hody  or  of  the 
fouie ;  certes  the  goodes  of  the  body  ben  hcle  of  bodyi 
Ai  ength,  deUvcrntflc,  beautee,  gentrie,  franchife  ;  the 
goodts  of  aature  uf  the  foule  ben  good  wit,  iharpe  un- 
dcrftonding,  fubtil  engine,  venue  natnrel,  good  me- 
niorie;  goodes  of  fortune  ben  riches,  high  degree  of 
lurdihipefe,  and  preifinges  of  the  peple ;  goodes  of  grace 
ben  fcience,  power  tofuffre  fpiritucl  travaile«  benigni« 
tee,  vcrtuoDs  contemplation,  withflondingof  tempta* 
tion ,  and  femblable  thinges ;  of  which  forefayd  goodes 
certes  it  is  a  gret  foHe  a  man  to  priden  him  in  ony  of 
hem  all.  Now  as  for  to  fpeke  of  goodes  of  nature,  God 
vote  that  fomtime  we  have  hem  in  nature  as  moche 
to  (>  u  r  damage  as  to  our  profite .  A&  for  to  fpeke  of  hcle 
of  body,  trewely  it  pafleth  ful  lightly,  and  alfo  it  is 
ful  ofte  eochefon  of  fikeneifc  of  the  fonle,  for  God 
wote  the  fleih  is  a  gret  enemy  to  the  foule,  and  ther* 
f(  re  the  more  that  the  body  is  hole  the  more  be  we  in 
peril  to  falle ;  eke  for  to  priden  him  in  his  llrength  of 
body  it  is  a  grete  folic,  for  certes  the  fltfli  coveitcth 
aycr.ft  the  fpiiite,  and  ever  the  more  ftrong  that  the 
f.cih  iti  the  forier  may  the  foule  be ;  and,  over  all.  this 
Aren^th  of  body  and  worldly  hardincfic  caufeth  ful 
eft  to  many  man  peril  and  mifchance :  alfu  to  have 
pride  of  gentrie  is  right  gret  folie,  for  oft  time  the  gen- 
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trieofthel>odybenuneththe^ntneof  thefoult! :  and 
alfo  we  ben  all  of  o  fader  and  of  o  xnodcr,  and  nil  wc 
ben  of  o  nature,  rotten  and  corrupt,  bothc  richc  and 
poure.  Forfoth  o  maner  gencrie  is  for  to  prcill,  that 
appareiiicth  mannes  corage  with  vertucs  and  morali* 
tees,  and  inaketh  him  Criftes  child,  for  truileth  wcl 
that  over  what  man  that  finne  hath  mailtric  he  is  a 
▼Cray  cherl  to  finne. 

Now  ben  ther  general  Ggne«  of  gentilnclTc,  as  <  f- 
chewing  of  vice  and  ribaudrie,  and  fcrvagc  of  finne 
in  word,  and  in  werk  and  contcnancc,  and  ufin^r  vcr- 
tue,  as councfic and  clcnenefTc,  andtobe]ib;.r:;i,tIiat 
is  to  fay,  large  by  mefure,  for  thilkc  that  palLtJi  n.e- 
fure  ii  folie  and  finne;  another  is  to  remcnibir  iiim 
of  boantec  that  he  of  other  folk  hath  received  ;  an- 
other is  to  be  benignetohisfubgettes;  whcrfcrci'Airh 
Seneke,  Fher  is  nothing  more  covcnable  to  a  man  oi' 
high  eftate  than  debonairtee  and  pitee;  and  rhcri(  r;j 
thife  flies  that  men  clepen  Uecs,  whan  they  make  hir 
king  they  chefcn  on  that  hath  no  pricke  whcrwith  he 
may  fting.  Another  inj  man  to  have  a  noble  hertc  and 
a  diligent,  to  attcine  to  high  vcrtuous  thin;:e> :  n::  w, 
certeia  man  to  pridcn  him  in  the  goodes  of  ^rac  is 
eke  an  outrageous  folic,  for  thiike  ycftes  of  gr.icc  rhut 
ihuldhave  tourned  him  to  gnodnclleandco  nicJirinc 
tuumeth  him  to  venime  and  confufion,  as  faytl:  St  int 
Grcgoric.  Certes  alfo,  who  foprideth  him  intlu*^(M>d' 
nefie  of  Fortune  he  is  a  grct  fool,  for  fomtinic  I'*,  a  mM\ 
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a  gi«t  lordbythemorwe  that  h  acaitifeanda  wretd 
or  it  be  night ;  and  fomtimc  the  ridic0e  of  a  man  i 
caufe  of  hit  deth ;  and  fomtime  the  delites  of  a  mai 
beo  canfc  of  pwoiu  maladie  thurgh  which  he  dieth 
Ccrtes  the  commendation  of  the  peple  is  fni  faife  ant 
brotel  for  to  truft ;  thiftday  they  preife,  to-morwc  the] 
blame.  God  wote  defire  to  have  commendation  of  thi 
peple  hath  caufed  dcth  to  may  a  befy  man. 
Remedimm  SitJ^erAi^, 
Now  fith  that  fb  is  that  ye  have  underftond  wha 
is  pride,  and  which  be  the  fpices  of  it»  and  hov 
mennes  pride  fourdeth  and  fpringeth,  now  ye  ihn 
underftottd  which  is  the  rcmedie  ayenft  it.  Humili' 
tee  or  mekenefle  is  the  remedy  ayenft  pride;  that  t 
a  vertue  thorgh  which  a  man  hath  veray  knowlcgt 
of  himfelf,  -and  holdcth  of  himfelf  no  deintee  he  m 
pris,  as  in  regard  of  Hir  defcrtes,  confidcring  ever  hi 
frecltec.  Now  beo  thcr  three  maner  of  humil]tee8,a 
hufiiilitee  in  herte,  and  another  in.  the  month,  am 
the  tbriddc  in  werkes.  The  humilitee  in  herte  is  u 
foure  maners;  that  on  h  whan  a  man  holdeth  him' 
fclf  as  nought  worth  before  God  of  heven ;  the  fe- 
condis  whan  he  delpifcth  non  other  man ;  the  thriddi 
is  whan  he  ne  recketh  nut  though  men  holde  bin 
nought  worth ;  and  the  fourtii  is  whan  he  is  not  forj 
of  his  humiliation.  Alfo  the  huniilicee  of  mouth  is  ii 
foure  thinges;  in  attempcratc  fpeche,  in  huniilitei 
of  fpeche,  and  whan  he  confcficth  with  his  owci 
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outh  that  he  »  fwichc  as  he  thinfreth  th  :t  h'  l-  '.n 
his  herte;  another  is  whan  he  prcift-th  th*.  b"^:.-.'.; 
of  another  man,  and  nothing  therof  anicnuh  tli.  !  Ii- 
militec  eke  in  werkcs  is  in  fourc  mancrs :  th..  t:r;i  i, 
whan  he  puttcth other  men  before  him;  r!i.  i  ^- ;.  1 ;« 
to  chcfe  the  loweft  place  of  all>;  the  rhrioiic  i-  ! .  :;v 
to  affciit  to  ginodconfeil;  thefourta  i'f '.:■;:.;  t..:  .!v 
to  the  award  of  his  fnveraine,  or  of  him  that  i- ':.  ■.'.■.  r 
in  degree :  certain  this  is  a  grct  werk  of  h-..i:i::- .. 

De  JnviJij. 

After  pride  wol  I  fpcke  of  the  fonlc  (imi-j  ih  -.  :•.;•.■, 
which  that  i%aftcr  thcwordof  thephiif>*''  ;•!-:■.  r, 
of  other  mennes  profperitee;  and  littr  rii.  \v 
Seint  Aujjuftine  it  is  forwe  of  other  m  .::r.v  v.   ' 
joyc  of  other  mennes  harnic.  I'hJHff.iiKli- -u  i« 
ayenft  the  Holy  Gcfl :  al  be  it  f>  thjt  tv\r\  ,: 
ayenft  the  Holy  God,  yet  nachclc^  for  a-  ?■• 
bountceapperteineth  proprely  to  the  Hoiv  < .  : 
envie  Cometh  proprely  of  ma!i  re.  thvrfcn   it. 
prely  ayenft  thebountce  of  the  Holy  (ioi\.  >:  • 
malice  two  fpices,  that  is  to  fjv,  ii.ir.lin-. .. . 
in  wicltedncffc,  or  cllcs  the  fliiliof  ni.i:.  i-  ;.. 
that  he  confidcrcth  not  that  he  is  in  fn'ii'-, «  r  r. 
not  that  he  is  in  finne,  which  i*.  the  ii:riii:.t  ■;    ■ 
divcl.    That  other  fnicc  of 'jijvit  i^  whan  ti;  .* 
wcrricth  trouth  wh.iii  he  wot  th;it  ir  i->  rr  •  r: 
alA)whanhewcrri».ththc'rrHccf»i '.  r<i  1  tir.t 
ycvc  to  h  is  neighbour  j  and  ali  '.}::«  i   '•'■.:.,; 
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ret  than  it  cotit  the  wcrfi  firar  Am  I<  IfHtoitfi 
(itlier  fiiinn  be  famciwa  oalj  a/mA  14. 4«M  i^ 
tuc,  buiccTtetcDTiciikTenftaltn^i^nHnMMMfe 
);oi>dnc0e,  for  it  i*  tcaj  olaB- 

net,  for  weI  nnnethc  uther  ujrBinicdMti 

fnm  dclit  in  hitnfelf  fa*e  only  cDTia,  Am  1 ^. 

in  himfelf  Uigsifh  and  forvt.  Tha  tf^iMK^ 
ben  theft  I  iher  ii  Gril  fbrwe  of  other  1 
nclTr:  and  of  hirptofperitee,  uul  proTperitce  Mi^k 
btkiDdlTiDUrrof  jaye;  thin  u  envie  « fi^a ^lA 
Lindc.  Tbe  fecoode  fpicc  of  niTte  u  }*yr«f  M^ 
mcnnet  hvme,  ind  thu  it  pn>[ire]y  lilut  tslltl> 

ttiife  two f[Bi:n  Cometh  bickhitisf]  uu)  tUil        

backbiting  or  d<tnaitig  bath  ceiuin  rpicg^Mrfd 
r,.m  m.ii  prei;«b  bit  neighbour  bj  >  wlekt4«^ 
forhemakctlistwaymwickedknotleatthclaftel 
atwaj  he  Diakttb  a  jw  at  ibelalt  ende,  thu  a  ^i| 
mure  blame  lhaa!ivanha1itb«  prtifinn:  the  ft 
fpice  i>,  thatifamziibcjFood,  ordoih  nrfayih  ath&C 
tr:{;oodentente,th<:li3i:kiiiicmal  tBrneB]lth3t{[oc4> 
n.  ffe  up  fodonntohiifhrewJe  entente:  theihrid^il 
to  amCDurethc  bouBtee  of  fa t>  neighbour  :  thcfoBitta 
fpicc  ofhOCklultng  itthia. that  if  nienf|><kcgoodntCl 
ofamuilbai)  wolchebickbilerfay,  l^fayfwichea 
man  it  yet  better  than  he,  in  difpreiCn;;  of  him  tbK 
men  prdfc  ■.  the  fifth  fpiee  ii  tbii,  fur  tu  coiifiut  gb*- 
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.  moath  thttbs  n  £iriche  as  he  thinketh  that  ht  ii  in 
lut  heitc ;.  anodier  is  whan  he  preifeth  the  boontee 
<kf  another  man,  and  nothing  therof  amenoleth.  Hu- 
militee  eke  in  werkesis  in  fbore  maoerf :  the  firft  ai 
whan  he  potteth other  men  before  him;  the  fecond  is 
to  chefe  the  loweft  place  of  alV;  the  thridde  it  gladly 
to  afient  to  goodcoofeil;  thefoorth  is  to-ftond  gladly 
to  the  award  of  his  foveraine,  or  of  him  that  ishighcr 
in  degree :  certain  this  is  a  gret  werk.  of  humilxtee.  ' 

Ih  JmvUia.  .  •  .  . 
After  pride  woi:4  fpeke  of  the  firale  iinne  of  exfvieU 
which  that  is,  after  the  wordof  the  phiiofopher,  forwe 
of  other  menoes^krofperiteet.and  after  the  word osf 
Seint  Avgoiline  it  is  iforwe  of  other  mcnnes  wde,  and 
joye  of  other  meqneshamie<  Thisfouleiinne  isplatly 
ayenft  the  Holy  OoH :  al  be  it  fo  that  .every  finne  is 
ayenft  the  Holy  God,  yet  oachcles  for  as  moche  as 
bonnteeapperteioethproprely  to  thd  Holy  Gpft,  and 
enTie  oometh  proprely  of  malice,  thrrfore  it  is  pro< 
prely  ayenfi  the  bountee  of  the  Holy  God.  Now  hath 
malice  two  fpices,  that  is  to  fay,  harilineflt;  of  hertc 
in  wickednefle,  or  dies  the  fleih  of  man.  is  fo  blind 
tiiat  he'confidereth  not  that  he  \%  in  iinne,  or  reckcth 
not  that  he  is  in  finne,  which  is  the  hardinclTe  of  the 
di  vel.  That  other  fpice  of  en  vie  is  whan  that  a  matt 
wcrrieth  trooth  whan  he  w6t  that  it  is  trouth,  and 
alfo  whan  he  werrieth  the  jrr^cc  of  God  that  God  hath 
yeve  to  h  is  neighbour ;  and  all  this  is  by  en  vie  :  cec* 
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tes  than  is  envie  the  werft  iiiiDe  that  is,  for  foth 

other  finnm  be  fomtime  ooly  aycnft  oo  Ipeciil 

tue,  bntcerteienviciaayenftaliiiaiierTertuetBni 

goodadk't  for  it  is  foiyaf  aH  boniitee  of  his  ni 

hour :  and  in  thbmaner  it  is  divers  from  all  othn 

'  i  I  nes,  for  wel  un&ethe  is  ther  any  iinne  that  it  ne 

fom  delit  in  himfelf  fave  only  envie,  that  erer 

^-  in  himfelf  angoiih  and  forwc.  The  fpices  of  c 

ben  thefe ;  ther  is  firft  forwe  of  other  mennes  g 

neife  and  of  hir  profperitec,  and  profperitee  oog] 

bt  kindly  miicer  of  joye ;  than  is  enirie  a  fiiyne  a] 

kinde»   The  fieoonde  fpice  of  envie  is  joye  of  0 

mennes  harme,  and  -that  is  proprely  like  to  th 

vel,  that  ever  rejoyfeth  him  of  mannes  harme. 

thife  two  fpices  Cometh  backl'iting;  and  thisfioi 

backbiting  or  detra^fng  hath  certain  fpices,  as  t 

fom  man  preifeth  his  neighbour  by  a  wicked  eatc 

for  he  makcth'alwaya  wicked  knotte  at  the  lafte  Ci 

alway  he  makedh  a  Aw  at  the  laft  ende,  that  is  digi 

more  blame  than  is  worth  all  the  prcifing :  the  fei 

fpice  iS)  thatif  anianbegood,  ordothorfayth  at! 

to  good  entente^the backbiter  wol  tame  all  that  gi 

ncfTe  up  fodouD  to  his  ihrewde  entente :  the  thrid 

to  amenufethe  booiltee  of  hiK neighbour :  the  fom 

fpice  of  backbiting  is  this,  that  if  men  fpeke  goodr 

of  a  man  than  wol  the  backbiter  fay,  Parfay  fwic 

man  is  yet  better  than  he,  in  difpreifing  of  him  t 

men  preife :  the  fifth  fpice  is  this,  for  to  coiiftnt  g 
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1^  to  herken  the  harme  that  men  fneke  of  other  i'llk  : 
this  finiie  is  ful  grct,  and  ay  cncrefuth  after  the  w  i^hv\'. 
cntcnc  of  the  backbiter:  after  backbitin-j  Cdimtli 
gjutching  or  nturmurancc,  and  fomtimc  it  Inrii;;rcili 
ef  impatience  ayenft  fJod,  and  foiiitinie  ayciul  :v.;n  : 
ayenft  God  it  i«!  whana'manpfrutcheth^ynllrhc  pe- 
ine of  helle,  or  ayciift  povercc,  or  lofTc  of  cat. !,  o:-  n  - 
yenft  riiin  or  tcntf  eil.orcllcs  jrr<Kohrth  th:it  Uin  w  c  . 
have  prof'jicrttee,  or  cllts^hat  ^ood  men  havt- jiUv  i  - 
f.tee-i  end 'Ull  thifc  t^ihijes  fiiald  mtn  ii'{iV<   «.):ti- 
cntly,  f:rr  they  comen  by  the  rightful  jiiffi  nv.'t-.r  ;::ul 
ordinance  of  God.  Sointinn'comtth  •jruTci.;- :■',-!  av:;- 
j'.'c'c,  as  Judasgiiitc  hid  Jiycnll  rlio  ^iajjiKrl'.-r  .  v.!... a 
f.\c  anointed  the  hcdof  our  Lord  Jefn  Oil-!  v.  .r!i  fwi  <:: 
precious  oynement :  this  maw. r  Ti^ur sun  iii<.   I-.U%"- 
cfjeas  whan  mang^rutcheth  (jf  gtff;vli'.v.'ill  ^li  i  i.i.r.:.  i 
doch  cr  that  other f'Mk  dmi  ol  iir^'owcn  ciu-.l.    '-oiu- 
time  Cometh  murmur  of  fri'4e,  a.->  whim  n:  .1  >!:  :1;  . 
Pliarifee  griiYchcd  Ay<r1^t^.  yn:  .Mnj2^*it*h  ini:  \\  i;.;:i  .' 
a-nproched  t-o  Jrfu  (V.'i^^.rtd  \vc\r.  m  lii,  i.tr  h;:  ii:;  - 
finnes:  and  lomtinw  T"  ftAurdrth  oi  cnvic,  u!.:..i  :,,<  .1 
difcover  a  mait:i^!^> 'l*imrc  chat  wa^^  priv^f.  «).-  Ixr.  ■  . 
him  on  bond  i-fiiVi''  that  is  fal fc .   .\  f  u r m u r  ••  1 1  - >  i ^  -  : 
^nionjr  ferv4'rtw»i,  that  jrruichcti  whan  hir  lov  r.'.i;:    , 
bidden  hert^-  do  fclnlthiiiire;, ;  auii  fi?r:i-<r.)M^i-.    .  :•-.,  -. 
dure  not  oncniy  withfay  the  comniaiiinli.-i'.';.  v,t  ,)!  '.-..c 
foveriincs,  yet  wol  they  fay  harme,  am'  ♦'.rut«  !.i  .   ;., 
??Viirnuireprively  for  vcraydefpi?*  ivhic?  'vui\L-  :'.■  \ 


call  thedMdt'iRMN' «99rr,  thmiglliflM  t|»4C4»ffdt«9 
had  nevfit  .iU^A^Ar.  ^nt  UiM  kw^  UHlkp  y«f]ni  i| 
fwiche  apuBC.  Smntime  k  e&mttk^  iic  or  jirWc^ 

hate,  tiMt  loriAtrtk  nacpftt  ia  tlwbfi!t4^  «4  afittnv^ 
I  ihai  dedoce.  ThM  coogteth  4be  b^ttcnM^  ofJ^^itCv 
thurglLi*kMJbUttene0e  fl¥^  gooddcdf  of  hia  iic^gli« 
bour(einefhfD^%ii»ViiMraad.«iji(4vor]r.  Thaoco* 
meth  difirardy.that  Df^ndethftil  aa9er  o|fcead9up» 
than  contthilBortiBg  of  kit  oeiglibotur,  al  do  he  ne* 
ver  fo  wtA'i  tbHkCometk  accufing,.M  wl^a  man  (•« 
keth  occifios'te.'aiis^eii  hifircighbaur,  which  ialiki; 

the  craftofkhttlWtal^that  wahethbothdayaAdaighlT 
to  accufcii  Bh  tiki  than  comath  nulignitec,  thurgk 
which  u-nmat  9m»oit^yi»  neighbour  privcly  if  ht 
may,  and  if  ha  may  pol.algaiie  his  wicked  will  Cbat 
not  liet  aa  ibr  e»  breime  ht«  hoiia  priiftly,  or  ««|»iiliBa^ 
him ,  or  flo  hir  bcftet,  aad  femblaUc  thingcf. 
..     .  H    .   Jtmudivm  Javulut. 
Now  wol^r  (ptkcof  the  remcdie  ayaaft  tbia  foukr 
fmne  of  esVie,*  Firfte  is  the  love  of  God  prioeipallyc 
and  lovibg  of  htsBeif^hbow  as  himiclf,  for  i'othly  that 
on  ne  may  not  be  without  that  other ;  and  tf  uft  weL 
that  in  the  name  of  thy  neighbour  thou  (halt  under* 
ilande  thenamf  of  thy  brother,  for  certcsall  we  have 
on  fader  fieihly  and  on  moder,  th^c  rs  to  fay,  Adam 
and  Eve,  and  alfo  on  fader  fpiptuel)  that  is  to  fay,  God 
of  hcvcnw  rhy  neighbour  artchou  bounde  for  to  love 
and  will  himtdl  goodnefie,  and  theifore  fayth  Go<Iy. 
luovt  thy  neighbour  a&  thyfelf,  that  is  to  (ay,  to  ikl^ 
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v3tion  both  of  lif  and  foulc;  and  mortovcr,  thou  fli  ilt 
love  hiru  in  word,  and  in  benijrnc  amontrinci  a. id 
ch-^'Itifin}?,  and  comfort  him  in  hA*  ano^t* s,  ixv.d  i*r.<.ycr 
fi;r  him  with  all  thy  iiertc  ;  and  rn  dede  thou  lh:ilr. 
]ove  hini-m  fwiche  wife  that  thou  Ihalt  do  *^o  him  in 
chanfce  a^  thou  woldcft  that  it  were  don  to  (bin  (,\\  •.  :i 
perfon,  and  therforcthou  ne  {halt  do  him  nt>  danu-.^c 
in  wicked  word,  ne  harme  in  hi^  bcxiy .  ne  in  l>i^  i  a- 
te\,  ne  in  hisfoule,  by«nt»fing  of  wicked  enfiii^'li  : 
thou  ihalt  not  defire  his  wtf  t-»e  iion  ol  hit  tl-iHycs. 
Underftondeekethatin  thtnanicofNei'^h^^oiiri^ci  n.- 
prchendcd  his  enemy;  certe^  nianihal  love  hist  i.ciuy 
for  the  conimandemcnt  of  C^ou  and  iothl v  tl> .  i i  (  1 
thou  Ihnlt  love  in  God:  1  fay  thin-euemv  (luih  tiiou 
love  far Goddes fake  by  his-con-.mandemciJt  :'>r  :1  :t 
were  refon  that  man  (hulde  hate  hi^icntn  v  i<-rU>ih 
■God  o*oldenot  receive  us  to  his  love  that  ben  hi-,  viu,- 
jnies.  Ayenft  three  mantr  of  wron;j;es  th;.t  hs-^  cr  .- 
4ny  doth  to  him  lie  ihal  do  three  thuigs,  a*  ihu- :  a- 
ymft-hate  and  rancour  of  herte  he  ihal  lovr  hn.  in 
hTtc:  ayenft  chiding  and  wicked  wcrdes  hi  (\V'\  rr;/ 
for  his  enemy  ;  aycnll  the  wicktd  dedc  oi  ni  c:..  ;i  y 
he  ihal  iin  him  bouiite**e;  lor  C'rift  favrh,  Li.vt  )  ■  i.r 
enemies,  and  |»ra)*t.t  h  f or  hem  that  fjnke  )ou  !■  »i:.:c, 
ardfor  hem  that  chal-.n  and  purlueii  yc^J,  ai-:  (!f> 
bouiitee  to  hem  that  hattn  you.  Lo,  thu^c«»j»i;\!.<i;.!N 
Us  our  Lornjtfu  Cnll  to  do  toourtHwirit".  Ini-  »'., 
tatucc  drivcth  us  to  luvc  our  frciidc",  aid  ^mi:.'.^ 
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our  enemies  have  more  nede  ef  love  than  our  frenc|e?^ 
and  they  thi^t  more  nede  have  ctrtts  to  hem  ihai  meo 
do  goodnc/Te  ;  and  ccrtes  in  thilke  d«;d«  have  we  re- 
membrance of  the  love  of  JeAi  Cri(l  that  died  for  his 
( ticniies ;  and  in  a^  mochc  as  thilke  love  is  more  gre*. 
vous  to  performe,  fo  meche  is  more  gret  the  xnerite^ 
and  iherforc  the  lovingofourescniy hath,  confound-: 
cd  the  veniD»c  o£  the  divcl;.  Cpr.  right  as  the  divcli» 
confounded  by  humilit«e,  right  To  is  he  wounded  t<v 
the  deth  by.  the  love  of  our  enemy  :  certesthan  is  lov^ 
the-  medicine; that  caftcth  out^jthe  vAniiXie  qf-.cnviefn^ 
niannes  hertc. 

After  cn.T5^v?eM  declare  of' the  finnc  of  ire,  ion 
futhly  who  fo  hath  envy  upon  his  neighbour  anon 
communly.wol  finde  bim  mater  of  wrath  in  word  oc 
it]  dede  ayenft  hini  Vo  whom  he  hath  envie.  And  a| 
v.'el  comrth  ire  of  pride  asof  en"we,  for  ftthly  he  that 
is  proude  or  envious  is  lightly  wroth. 

This  finne  of  ire,  after  the  difcriving  of  Scirt  Augu- 
ftin  Js  wicked  will  to  b.e  avenged  by  word  or  by  dcdc; 
ire,  after  r}\e.(>hilufj;)phre,  is  the  fervi:nt  blodc  of  nia.-^ 
)  quirked  in  his  herte,  thurgh  which  he  wold  harm^ 
to  him  that  he  hateth ;  for  ctrtcs  the  hertc  of  man  by 
cnchaufing  and  meving  of  his  blood  waxcth  fo  trou- 
bled that  itis.out.ef  R'lmaner  jugcmentof  rtfon.  liut 
yc  (lull  undtrllonde  that  ire  is  in  two  mancrs,  that 
« 41  ol  hem  io  good,  and  that  other.is  wit  !^cd.  I'he  ipo^ 


lie  h  %f  ]>loQfie  of  fpoodoefHs,  chsrgh  the  whieh  tiuw 
it  wroth  with  wi^ednefle^  nid  again  wtckednefie, 
mad  thcffore  itbk  dM  wife  maii  cfast  ice  is  hecter.thaa 
|>hif .  rhitire  it  with  ddMoairteei  and  It  is  w/othd 
without  bkumMie;  aoc  wrotke  ayenft  the  fiwn,  but 
Wrnthe  wMidne  mifih.de  of  the  aaao ;  «fakhi4ic  pitH 
yhet  &iwid;  jrefikmhd^  te  mriiie  j^Mtmrc^  Now  vnder-t 
ftood  that  widtfld  ire  it  ta  two'tnafiera,  that «  <o  iay, 
Ibden  tn  or  iiaftf  ire,  without  avilement  twUdnfent- 
fa^  of  nifoo ;  <fac  aaeaiiiag  and  the  feofe  of  this  is,  that 
die  relott  of  a'mao  oe  oodlciKCth  not  to  that  Ibdea  ire* 
ond  than  it  i»  venaL  Aootherire  it  that  in  fal  wicked^ 
♦hatcoHMth  of  it  kmie  of  bene,  arifed  andcaft  befoKy 
with  wicked  wiUco  do  f  euficeaftce,  ssd  therto  hi*  refoit 
tmkv/mk ;  aad  fetfaiy  thU  is  dedly  finne.  I'his  ire  i» 
lb di^cfant toOud that  it  troubicth  hiii faous,  aad' 
«hofeth  tiie  Holy  Ooft  oat  of  mannea  foule,  and  waft- 
^th  and  deftroyeth  the  Ukenefle  of  God,  that  is  to  fay, 
the  vertoe  that  is  in  manneifoule,  andputteth  in  him. 
4ie  bkenefle  of  the  devil,  md  bcmmcth  the  man  fro 
God  that  is  hin  rightful  Lord.  This  ire  is  a  ful  gret 
^leiaace  to  the  devil,  for  it  is  the  devih  forneiii  that  he 
CDohaofeth  with  the  fire  of  hcUe ;  fur  ccrtcs  right  foat> 
Ibeitmore  inig;hty  to  dcih-oie  erthly  thingrs  than  any 
tfther  element,  right  lb  ire  is  mighty  to  dtftroie  all 
f^Nritvcl  tbinges.  Loke  how  that  fire  of  fmal  glcdca, 
that  ben  almoft  ded  under  aiHcn*  wol  quicken  ayrn 
wbad  they  ben  toochedwith  b^iaftoae ;  nght  fo  ire  ■ 
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wo\  evermore  quicken  ayeaivbanitilrtoaclTed'Witlt 
pride  that  is  covered  in  mann«8  berte;for  certesiirc 
nc  may  not  come  out  of  nothing  btu  if  it -were  fiiil  in 
t  h e  fame  thuifif  nat  urcl !y«  as  fix'eili  dravroe  out  of  flintes 
ivith  ilele ;  and  right  fo  as  pride  is  many  times  mater 
of  ire,  right  fbisrancournoriceandkeptfrof  ire.  Ther 
is  a  maner  tree,  asiayth  Seint  liidores  tKat  whan  men 
make  a  fire  of  the  hide  tree,  and  covsertthe  coles  of  it 
with  aihen,fo(hl>f  tht  fire  therof  woliaik  ail  ayere  of 
more  •  and  rifrhtfo  fareth  it  of  raneourfwhooitis  ones 
conceived  in  the  hert^rof  fom  men ;  cert«^twol  lailen 
pcra venture  from  ofD^Aerne  day  until  acM^er  IiafT 
flerne  day,  or  more;  buc^certes  the  fame  mai^js  fii. 
fer  from  the  mcrcie  of  .God  all  thilke  while. 

In  this  forefaid  devils  fAr23ieis  ther  forgen  thres' 
ilirewci*.  Pride,  that  ayblowTih^attd  encrefeth  the  fira 
by  chiding  and  wickvd  wordcs  v  rhai^ftondeth  F.nvie, 
and  holtferh'tthc  ht)t  yrcn  upon  tht  hcrce  of  man  with 
a  piirof  lonjEretonges  of  longexancour;  a.-^than  fton- 
tkth  thefmne.of  eontumelie,  or  ftrif  and  cKoftc,  and 
battel cth  and  forjfcth  by  viJains  rrprcYin^cs.  Sertes 
t  his  curft?rl  firnc  ann«yeth  bcrhto  tlic  man  himfclf  and 
tkf  bis  TieijjjlibouFi  Uvp  fwthW  almoin  all  the  harnic  o^ 
t]an)r..2:e  that  ony  man  d«th  to  his  r>cighbcur  comethr 
of  wrarh,  for  certes  outfag«ou3  wrathc  doth  all  that. 
«  ver  the  foulc  fcnde  \viHethor<«mmaridcth  him ;  for* 
}!f^  ni.*  Iparcth  neyther  for  our  hivd  Jcltt  Crifl  ne  his 
fwtr^  iiiodcr  :  and  in  his  outrajreous  aiv^cr  and  ire, 
:;!:i- !  uL>-V*fu)  jnanv  on  at  that  time  fclcth  in  Ju>  bertc 
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ktl  wickedly  both  of  Crifi  and  alfo  of  all  hi»  halwe». 
Is  oot  this  a  cnrfed  vice  I  ye9,  certcs.  Alas !  it  benimn 
meth  fro  man  his  witts  and  his  refon,  and  all  his  dck- 
bonairc  lif  fpirittiel^  that  fliuld  kepc  his  foule :  certes 
k  benimmcth  alio  Goddes  due  lordfhijp  (aad  that  » 
■naanes  foule)  and  the  love  of  his  ]fieig;hbour8 :  it  &t>- 
^Klhalfoalldajj'ayeniltrouth ;  it  ficveth.liim  the  quiet 
•f  his  hertc,  and  fubvertelih  h'»  foule. 

Of  ire  comcD  thiieftinkittg  eHg«ndriires;  Brfthato, 
that  is  olde  wrath-;  difirord)  thiirgh  wliich  a  man  for^ 
iaketh  his  olde  fr<fo^  fthaft  he  ha«h  lo^d  ful  long; 
Mkd  tbiui  cometib-  werre,  and  cf^ry  maaer  of  wroo^ 
ihatraiXBaA  doth  -to  hitkneigliboDr  in  body  or  in  cattk 
0£chis  curfcd  finns  9^  ir» cometh  eke  manilaHghter. 
And  underftondtiii^  \aieliilh£C  homicide  (that  is  manr- 
fiaughter)  i»in  <H«e»»wiilr.  Som  nianer  of  homicidt 
is  fpiritiiel;  and  fom  is  bodily.  ^riHiel  nianflaiighter 
Mt  in  fix  thinges.  Ffflft,  b^  Injie,  as  Akyth  Seint  John> 
He  that  hateth  his  brothar-rs  aft  homiciclt.  Homicids 
is  alfo  by  backbiting.,  oBwhicb  b^kb^^iurfr  feyth  Sa.^ 
lomon,  that  rhey  ha\tc-lwo  Fvvvrdvs  wifh  which  they 
flay  hir  nei^hbours^;  for  fothly  U5  V3tcl,)cd.  it  is  to  be-* 
oime  of  him  his  good  name  £s  hh  li*.  Homicide  is  alfo 
in  yeving  of  wicked  cocfeil  by  fraiide,  as  for  to  yeva 
confcil  to  arcifc  wrongful  cuftomes  and  talages,  oS 
which  fayth  Salomon,  A  lion  rorinj^,  and  a  here  hun- 
gric,  bf n  like  to  cruel  lordes  in  withholding  or  abrfg- 
gingof  the  hirjeoi  of  the  wagCiof  fifjva::tes,(»i  dies  in 
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. .  u .  .w . .  r  i  u  w  iLhv;r.iw  ■  Eg-  <  f  :hc  aln-t  tfj  c  f  pes  re  fr  Ik ; 
i  .s Liuh  Aic  wiic  mA£.  favth,  Fctjcth  him  :Lk  2'nibft 
~ii.:ki  lor  hunger,  tur  I'ochly  hut  if  thcu  tcde  him  thoa 
.!c<.ilhini:  djiu nil ihue  ben dcdly Cones.  Bcdriyn^an- 
11  lu^hccr  is  whan  thou  flecll  him  with  thy  rcngc  in 
^-:i4.r  :ndAcr,a»wh2n  thou  ccmar^rtictl  to  £e  a  man, 
.>.  clk»  ycvcil  coQieiJ  to  fle  a  man.  ^'^aciIaughIrr  in 
.!v  ..ic  i-«  111  I'ourc  mancrB.  I'haton  in  by  iawr,  ri^htaisA 
'Ui'cicc  danipiicth  htm  that  h  culpable  to  iht  dcth ;  but 
'icc  the  jutlice  beware  that  he  do  it  riehtfuiiy,  and  that 
he  do  it  not  for  deHt  to  fpill  Mood,  but  for  kcpirp  of 
rightwiiVnclTe  .\roc  her  homicide  i«don  torneccfiitcey 
a!i  whaii  a  man  HKXih  another  in  his  defi  nee,  and  tJ.at 
he  lie  may  noo  other  wife  efcaptn  fro  his  owen  dcth ; 
i>iit  Certain  and  he  may  efcape  withouten  flavghter  of 
hi>  Lidveriaric  he  doch  (iune,  and  he  ihal  here  pc-nsnce 
as  for  dculy  iianc.  Alfo  it  a  man  by  ca«  or  aventurc 
IhLTe  an  arowc  cr  cafi  a  ilonc  with  which  be  ileeth  m 
man  he  is  aa  homicide.  Atid  if  a  woman  by  iiegli- 
gence  Qvertycth  hire  child  in  hire  ilcpe,  it  iv  homicide 
Aiiddedly  fiaae.  Alfo  whan  a  man  diAurhleth  cm-*' 
ccptioD  of  »  dulde.  and  maketh  a  woman  bareiii  by 
driakcsof  vtiiunous herbes thurgh  which  (lie  m;- y  nut 
Conceive,  or  flcetb  hire  child  by  drinker,  or  elles  put- 

teth  carttJB^|flkftAlDK  ^^  ^^^^  fecret  place  to  ilce 
hirecl||^^^^^^^^fe{ldui]definnc,  by  which  man 
or  ^H^^^  ware  in  place  ther  as  a  childe 

ma^j^^L  IftcUcs  if  a  woman  hath  con« 
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eeittd  and  horterh  hircfcif,  ainlby  that  miihappcthe 
childe  is  flaioe,  yet  is  it  homicide.  Wpat  fay  wc  eke  oS 
women  that  morderen  hir  children  for  drede  of  worki*^ 
Ly  fliamc  ?  ccrtes  it  is  an  horrible  homicide.  FMc  if  a. 
man  approchc  to  a  woman  by  dcfir  of  lechcrie  Uiurgh 
which  the  childe  is  periflied,  or  «Ue»fmiteth  a  womaa 
vetingly,  thargh  which  ihe  lefeth  hire  child,  all  thifc 
ben  homicidea,  and  horrible  dedly  fiooes.  Yet  comen 
tlier  of  ire  numy  mo  finnes,  as  wel  in  worde  as  in 
dionght  and  in  dede ;  as  he  that  vretteth  upon  God„ 
QT  blameth  God  of  the  thing  of  wbi^  he  ii>  himfelfi 
^Ity,  or  dcfpiPftli^Ood  a«daU  his  h^wes,  ai  don  thilb 
surfed hafardoursiridi  vers contrees.  Thiscurfed  finne 
ioB  they  whan  they  felcii  i*  hif.  hcf  tf  ful  wickedly  of 
God  and  of  his  halwea:  alio  whan  they  treten  unre-t 
rerently  the  facmmcnt  of  the  auttTt  thilke  finne  is  fq 
gret  that  unneth  it  m^^  be  reV:A:d,  but  that  the  nier-i 
sy  of  God  psafltth  all  his  werkcF,  it  is  fo  gret«  and  ho 
(b  benigne.  Thaii  comelh  alfo  of  ire  attry  anger,  whan 
I  man  is  ihazpely  amoixcAed  in  his  ihrift  to  leve  his 
linne;  thanwolhe  be  angry,  and  anfwerc  hokcrly  and 
ingerly,  to  defend  or  excufeo  his  iinne  by  unftedfail-r 
aeile  of  his  flcfli ;  or  elles  he  did  it  for  to  hold  compag-r 
3ie  with  his  feUwes;  or  elkrs  he  feycththe  fend  en- 
iced  him ;  or  elles  he  did  it  for  ki:i  youthc ;  or  dies  his 
:omplexion  is  fo  corageous  that  he  may  not  forberc ; 
)r  elles  it  is  his  dellinee,  he  fayth,  untn  a  certain  age } 
9V  elles  he  fayth  it  copieth  him  of  gentijiottfrc  of  hi# 


tM  «*k'»efeM«tt  VMM^ 

MriMOrMt-iftiftuiMaUeAQigwi  ABdJKanMritf 
ibiks  fa  wnff*B.'ticm  ik  bit  hbut  tha  tlMy  at  wol 
oot  ftdlWhttiiMf,  fcrfMblf  iwwightthtt  dcnfttlr 
MmfeIf«afii))'tfhi>&w«nurMt««Mi*endioflil« 
CaDetil'AM^IUVMhclrkfekMWHhliitfiBae.  AtUt 

All  thiti  attMtfa  (Mrluc  vhttJ^inprdb  MjiMft  tW 
OHttftUxfalMitlif  0«di  kKdlliWbiWMi  nfivn  of 
riftgdrUdiifMKM  faj*!  Th**  Anh  not  tdw  ibtt' 
Mnil««dirl.wdO«dftiiM  1  WbOuf  LerdJtA  Criii 
liiTth  I17  t1u'«Mtd  afSeitit  Mttftcw,  He  HuU  ^  nob 
t«eit)killmtmeri,iiijthabjlrenii;tar'ttitOiiMm 
Iront,  DC  by  titlM.'Iar  it  Wtkc  bntcbe  of  hi*  feet,  n* 
by  JtruMeiBt'&r  it  i*  th>  cit«c  «f  B  gret  ki*f ,  Me  bf 
tfiifl  hed^brlUxf  be  mB^iHit  make  iDh«fe  whiiea* 
black ;  bat  h»lk^;  Be  ^anr  «rerd  yc,  ye,  Bijr,  Dty  I 
tmd  wtaiMhuJitBorttt  iHfc*n.  ThafUytfiCMftite 
Cri(te*(hkelWtMiMtb>(Biiiteiilly.>n()iriMnibrin|r«f 
Crift,  by  fMe^  bdte,  boiM,  uld  hodyi  forecnei  it 
fenKThlbMytthiokciithaiditrarinJJtii-ttdUiKcav) 
brtilhimvat  ytnngb,  but  i/e  dilhintibrctiiBiinacw 
And  >f  ri>  be  thit  the  UwCCoKipell  fou  to  fwere.  tbM 
reulMh  yoti  atfot  the  la«(«f  Ond  in  your  rwering,  u 
liychjereiiiil),  DioufllBkkcjKthnEcOTiclicioaittbeB 
fhalcfwenin  trouth,  in  riooie:,  and  in  right wifriKl&t 
ihii  i<  to  Ay,  tiMW  Jhilt  fwcre  foth,  for  cvm-y  Itfii^ 
is  ayenfl  Crlft,  for  CriA  iawray  trooth:  ind  think* 
wei  this,  dint  etery  prt  ftwper,  not  cortipc llrd  law- 
blly  IB  ftrwi,  the  pts£e  flial  not  ikpwl  bo  bi>  hsH 
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Ithileheiifrthiinleful  fevering.  Thou  (halt  fwere  air<» 
in  dome,  ^  han  thou  arc  conftreincd  by  the  domcfman 
to  witDcfle  a  trouch.  Alfo  thou  (halt  nut  fwere  for  c  n- 
vie,  neythcr  for  favour  ne  for  mede,  but  only  for 
rightwifenefle,  and  for  declaring;  of  crovthe  to  the  ho- 
nour and  worfhip  of  Go<i,  and  to  the  aidiog  and  help  • 
ing  of  thin  even  Criften :  and  therfbre  every  nun  thai 
^aketh  Goddes  name  in  idcl,  or  falfely  fwereth  with 
hiK  mouth,  or  ellen  taicth  on  him  the  name  of  Cri{l» 
|o  he  called  a  Criften  man,  and  liveth  agenft  Crides 
living  and  his  teching,  all  they  take  Goddes  name  in 
idel.  I^oke  alfo  what  fayth  Setnt  Peter,  jiiluum  iv. 
Non  eft  aliudnamenfub  celoy  \Sfe,  \YhtT  is  non  other  name. 
(fayth  Seint- Peter)  under  heven  yeven  to  men  iu 
which  they  may  be  faved,  that  is  to  fay.  but  the  name 
of  Jefu  Crift.  Take  kcpe  ckc  how  precious  is  the  name 
of  Jefu  Crtft,  as  fayth  Stint  VoyAtad  Fitilipenfet  W.  In 
nomimeyefii^\5'c.\  that  in  the  name  of  Jefu  every  knee  of 
heveiily  creature,  or  erthly.  or  of  helle,  ibuld  bo  wen ; 
for  it  i5>  fo  high  and  worihipful  that  the  curfed  tend  in 
helJe  ihuld  tremble  for  to  here  it  named,  rhanfcnuth 
it  that  men  that  fwere  fo  horribly  bv  hihblefTcd  name, 
that  they  defpile  it  more  b4>ldely  than  did  the  curled 
Jeweb,orcllesthedivei,thattremblethwh3nhchetc;th 
hiK  name. 

Now  certcs  fith  thr.t  fwcring  (but  if  it  be  law  fully 
don )  is  fo  highly  defcndtd.  mochc  worfe  i»  f^r  to  i  w . '  -'. 
falfely  unU  eke  ncdclcs. 


f 
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What  fay  we  eke  of  hem  that  delitcn  hem  in  fwci 
ring,  and  hold  it  a  gcnterie  or  manly  dede  to  fwere 
gret  othes  ?  and  what  of  hem  lliat  of  veray  ufage  nc 
cefe  not  to  fwere  grct  othes,  al  be  the  caufe  not  worth 
ailrawe  f  certes  this  is  horrible  finne :  fwerinirfodenl^ 
without  avifcment  is  alfo  a  grtt  linne.  Btit  let  us  go 
flow  to  that  hotrible  fweringbf  adjuration  and  coii* 
juration,  as  don  ^hife  falft  cnchauntours  dhd  nigro^ 
mancers  in  bafins  ful  of  water,  or  in  a  bright  fwc  rd,  \A 
a  cercle,  or  ill  aufirtv  or  in  a  (holder  bone  of  a  ihepe  t 
I  cannot  fayii  bUt  that  they  do  curledly  anddamniEibiy 
ayenft  Crift ,  and  411  the  faith  of  holy  chirche . 

Whatfay  weofhemthalbelcvcn  on  divinales,  i% 
by  flightor  by  noifeof  briddes  or  bf  befl.-s,  or  by  fort6 
of  geomancie,  by  dr^sihl:.^  by  chicking  qf  di>res,  of 
craking  of  houfes,  by  gndwiu|^  of  rattt's,  &nd  iwich^ 
maner  wrctchcdneiTc ?  Cekcs  AM  Ihile thingi::sben  de^ 
jfended  by  God  aqd  holy  chirehc,  fvt  which  they  ben 
accurfed,  till  they  come  to  timetidecient,  that  on 
fwiche  filth  fet  hit  bekvc  Charhies  for  woondes.  oi 
for  maladie8  of  nieh  or  of  belles,  if  they  take  any  ef- 
f«(ft  it  may  be  peravrnture  that  God  fuffrerh  it  f<»r 
folk  Ihuld  ycvc  th<2  more  fcith  and  Irevtretice  to  hli 
name. 

Now  wol  I  fpeke  of  Itfinges,  which  generally  is  falfe 
fiy:iif  fiance  of  word,  in  elitetit  to  deceive  his  even  Cri- 
kftn.  Some  lefing  is  of  which  thcr  comcth  non  avan- 
f age  to  no  wight ;  and  fom  Icfmg  turneth  to  the  pf^♦' 
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e  tad  efe  of  a  man,  and  to  thedbunmage  of  another 
in;  anothef  IdOvg  is  for  to  faven  his  lif  or  hiscatel; 
other  kfiog  comcth  of  ddlit  for  to  Ue,  in  which  de« 
they  wqI  (orgc  a  loog  tale,  and  peint  it  with  aU  cir-> 
mftancea,  wker  all  the  ground  of  the  tale  is  falfe :. 
ne  leiiDg  cometh  for  he  wol  fuftein  his  word;  and 
n  ieSiQg  Cometh  of  rccchelefociTe  withouten  avife- 
mt ,  and  femhlable  thinge*. 
Let  ufl  now  touche  the  vice  of  flaterie,  which  ne 
Bieth  not  gladly,  but  for  dredc  or  for  covetife.  Fla* 
lie  isgcnerally  wrongful  preifing :  flarerers  ben  tho 
Vila  nourices,  that  nonriih  his  children  with  milke 
lofengcric.  Forfoth  Salomon  (ayth  that  flacerie  i% 
srfethan  detradion,  forfomtujnedetra&ion  maketh 
havtein  man  be  the  more  humble,  for  he  dredeth 
tra(S:ion,  but  certen  flaterie  maketh  a  man  to  ent> 
uncchis  herteandhiscontenance.  Flaterersben  the 
vilAcnchauntouf  s,  for  they  maken  a  man  to  wcncn 
mfcif  be  like  that  he  is  not  like :  they  be  like  to  J  u- 
8  that  betrayed  God;  and  thife  flivtcrers  bctrayea 
an  to  felle  him  tohif}  enemy,  that  is  the  devil.  Fla- 
rem  ben  the  devih  chappelcines,  that  ever  fin^reQ 
lace^o.  I  rtken  flaterie  inthe  vices  of  ire,  for  oft  time 
a  man  be  wroth  with  another  than  wol  he  flatcr  fom 
ight  to  fufleine  him  in  his  quarrel. 
Speke  we  iiowof  fwichecurfing  a«comethofiroui 
rtc  Malifon  generally  miy  be  faid  every  maner 
»wer  of  harmc :  fwiche  curilng  bertveth  man  th^ 
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'  Whatlk^^Wt'eke  of  JtoD'tiMit  deliteii  hkn  in  twe>> 
ring,  and  hoid  it  a  gcmerie  or  tnsnly  ilede  to  fwerc 
grec  otlMif  and' what  of  hem  ihat'tif  veray  ufage  at 
eefe  ndcco  fwosegret  otbn,  albcthtfcaufenot  worth 
a  flrawie  ?^oe^t«MiikUhoFribl0  fimit  fc  fw^^ringfodeiily 
withoaravpfeflietit  Is  iMo  a  |^  finkrt-.  Btac  let  U9gtt 
flow  to  tim  hMriUe  fwerhig  b£  adjuration  and  con^ 
juratioDf'tt  tok  Uiifd  £a)fle  enthaotttoun  ahd  nlgrot 
manceft  ift  )^iftAflul«f  waftr,  or  in  a  bright  fwerd,  iH 
a  cerde,  or  hf  ft^fitt^  or  ia  «  ih^lder  bone  of  a  fliepei 
I  cannot  liiyfabilt  that  they  do  cnriedly  and  damnl^ 
ayenft  CfkSk^lttiA  iU  the  faith  of  hbly  thirche. 

WhiAtfiiytirtoffaemthalbcleven  on  divinaleit,  ik 
hy  flightoi'liytioifeof  briddMt»rbf  beil^Sj  or  by  forti 
of  geomancici  by  drcnhfcft)  by  chitkibg  of  dbren,  at 
craking  of  hoofet,  by  jg;n«iwili|^  of  ratlts,  and  (Wichi 
maner  wf«tlii«diicCe  f  CeHes  AH  thil«  thing^thehile^ 
jfended  by  God'aod  holy  chiKhe,  fui*  whkh  they  bca 
accurfed,  till  they  come  to  wnMidement,  that  oa 
fwiche  filth  fet  hit  bbkvc  Chaftnes  for  woondet,  o# 
for  maladies  of  nieh  or  of  beiUtt,  if  they  take  any  ef* 
f«ft  it  may  be  peraveuturc  that  God  fuffreth  it  fc*r 
folk  (huki  yevo  thti  more  fcith  and  reverebce  to  hi4 
name. 

Now  wol  I  fpeke  of  Icfinges,  which  generally  isfulf« 

fignffianceof  word,  in  crttWit  to  iWceive  his  even  Cri- 

ften.  Some  lefing  is  of  which  thcr  comcth  non  avan- 

fage  to  no  wight  j  and  fom  Icfmg  turneth  to  the  pf»5 

% 
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£tc  and  efc  of  a  man,  and  to  the  dammagc  of  np.ot  htr 
man ;  another  lefing  U  for  to  faven  his lif  or  hi^  ca:cl ; 
another  leiing  comcth  of  delit  fur  to  lie,  in  whii.h  tic- 
lit  they  wol  for^  a  lonji^  tale,  andpeint  it  witii  .ill  cir- 
cumilances,  wher  ail  the  ground  of  the  talc  i«  faife : 
fomc  leiiog  conieth  for  he  wol  fudcin  his  word;  ard 
fr.m  lefing  cometh  of  recchciefoefle  withoutcn  aviiv:- 
nient ,  and  femblable  thinge*. 

Let  uft  now  touche  the  vice  of  flatcrie,  which  ne 

conieth  not  gladly,  hut  for  dredc  or  for  covetifc.  I  la- 

tcrie  is  generally  wrongful  prcifing :  flarercrs  !»t.n  fhti 

dfvilfl  nourices,  that  nourifh  hischildren  with  miikc 

of  lolengcric.  Forfoth  Salomon  fayth  that  fiuccric  l-i 

wcrfcthan  detradlion,  forfomtimedetni<Si<;n  n.Hhc:  !i 

an  hautein  man  be  the  more  humble,  for  he  drctUiii 

detra<£iinn,  but  certes  flatcrie  maketh  a  man  to  lm- 

hauncchisherteandhisLontenance.  FlatererslKn thi 

deviN  enchauntours,  for  they  maken  a  man  m  w. :;  n 

himfcif  be  hke  that  he  is  oot  like :  thtry  he  like  to  J  n. 

da^  that  betrayed  God;  atjd  thift:  fli.t.  rcr<>  b«.rr.-.y(.ii 

man  to  felie  him  to  hif:  enemy,  that  is  the  ('evil.   [  !.i- 

terer*  ben  the  devil*  chippcleine^,  th:tt  ever  fi:;v  ri 

PlaeeSo,  irtkcnflatericinthevicc^of  ire.forrlt  t:..  c 

fa  man  be  wroth  with  another  than  wol  he  tluttr  l^r.i 

'i^ht  to  fuxlcinc  him  in  his  qiiMrrcl. 

Speke  we  now  of  fwiciiccuifing  a«  comcth  of  irci^ 

rtc     Malifon  g^n'Taiiy  m  iv  ht  f.iiii  every  in.ir-.T 

wer  of  hnrmu:  Iwichc  curuiig  bcrtvt-rh  niiiu  tic-. 
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parting  fclaws  with  the  devil,  for  they  have  joyc  whan 
the  devil  winneth,  and  forwe  if  he  kieth;  they  ben 
adverfaries  to  Jefu  Crift,  for  they  hate  that  he  k>vcth, 
that  is  to  fay,  falvation  of  fbale. 

Speke  we  now  of  wicked  confeil,  for  he  that  wicked 
coofeil  yeveth  is  a  traitour,  for  he  deceiveth  him  that 
trufteth  in  him ;  but  nathelefs  yet  is  wicked  conicil 
£xfi  ayenflhimfeif ;  for,  as^yth  the  w'lk.  man,  Evciy 
falfe  living  hath  thiRproperteeinhimfeU,  that  he  that 
wol  annoy  another  man  he  annoy eth  firi^  himicif. 
And  men  fhui  undcrflond  that  man  ihal  not  take  hit 
■confeil  of  falfe  folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevous  foik« 
Ae  of  folk  that  loven  fpecially  hir  owen  profit,  nc  of  to 
snoche  worldly  folk,  namely  in  confeiling  of  maniiet 
foulc. 

Now  Cometh  the  finne  of  hem  that  maken  difcord 
among  folk,  which  is  a  Anne  that  Crifl  hateth  utterly; 
and  no  wonder  is,  for  he  died  for  to  make  concord ; 
and  more  fliame  don  they  to  Crift  than  did  they  tha| 
liim  crucified;  for  God  loveth  better  that  frendihip 
lie  amonges  folk  than  he  did  bis  owen  body,  which 
that  he  yave  for  unitee ;  therfore  ben  they  likened  to 
the  devil,  that  ever  is  about  to  make  difcord. 

Now  cometh  the  finne  of  double  tonge.  rwi<!he  at 
fpoke  faire  before  folk  and  wickedly  behind,  or  clies 
they  make  femblaunt  as  though  they  fpake  of  good 
entention,  or  ellcs  in  game  and  play,  and  yet  they 
ipeken  of  wicked  entente. 
Now  cometh  bewrcyin^  of  confeil,  thurgh  which  4 
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Uttli  U  de&med :  certes  unnethc  may  he  reilorc  the 
jdamage ;  now  comeeh  iiuiiiace»  that  it  an,  open  foUe, 
^  he  that  oft  manaceth  he  threteth  mdre  than  he  may 
fwrfonne  fol  oft  time :  now  comen  idei  wordes  that 
he  witbOQC  profite  of  him  that  fpekcth  the  wordea^ 
And  eke  of  him  that  herkeneth  the  wordes,  or  ellei 
jdel  wordet  hen  tho  that  ben  nedetes^  dr  without  en* 
teDte  of  natnl^l  profit ;  and  al  he  it  that  idel  wordet 
ht  Ibmtime  vefeiial  finne,  yet  Ihald  men  doute  hem^ 
ior  we  fhnl  yeTe  rekentng  of  hem  before  Ood.  Nbw 
Cometh  janglinf^,  that  may  not  comtf  withoaten  finne ; 
uid,  at  layth  Salomon,  It  is  a  figne  of  apart  fblie ;  and 
tkcrfore  a  phihifophr&£iiyd^  whan  a  man  axed  him 
|iow  that  he  ihuld  plcfe  the  pepKe,  he  anfWered,  Dm 
many  good  werkes,  and  fpeke  few  jangelinges.  After 
thsa  Cometh  the  (inne  of  japcires,  that  ben  the  devils 
ftpet,  for  they  make  folk  to  laagh  at  hir  japerie,  as  folk 
doo  at  the  gaudes  of  an  ape ;  fwriche  japes  defendeth 
Seint  Poale^  Loke  how  that  vertaoiiswordes and  holy 
comfortcn  hem  that  travaillcn  in  the  fervice  of  CriA, 
right  fo  conifbrten  the  vilains  words  and  the  knakkes 
of  japcres  hcin  that  travaillen  in  the  fcrvicc  of  the  de-* 
vil.  rhifc  ben  the  finnes  of  the  tonge,  that  comen  of 
ire,  and  other  iinnes  many  mo. 

RemeJlum  Jnr, 
•  The  remedie  ayenft  ire  is  a  vcrtue  that  cicped  is 
Manfuetade,  that  is  dcbonairtec,  and  eke  aneth^r 
Tertue  that  men  clepen  Patienoc  or  Suffcraunce. 
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Debonairtcc  withdrawcth  and  rtfreineth  the  flir* 
Jtin^  and  mcTinjfrfi  of  mannes  corage  in  hi?  hcrte  in 
f  wich  maner  that  they  ne  ikip  not  out  by  arger  ne  ire  $ 
f uifcraoce  fuffereth  fwetely'all  the  annoyance  and  the 
wron^that  in  don  to  man  outward  Seint  Jernnae  fayth 
thisof  debonairtee,  that  it  doth  no  harsie  to  nni»  ight 

.  -ne  fayth,  ne  for  no  harme  that  men  do  ne  fa^r  he  nc 
chafeth  not  ayenft  refon.  Fhi  •  vertuefomtime  comech 
of  nature;  for,  as  fayth'the  philofophne,  A  man  is  % 
ifuickthint;,  bynaturedebonaireandtretable  togo'^d* 
ntffe ;  but  whandcbonairtee  ib  enfcrmed  of  grace  than 
it  i*>  the  more  worth. 

Patience  is  another  remedy  ayenft  ire,  and  k  a  ret* 
cue  that  fuffcreth  fwetely  every  mannes  goodnefie^ 
ind  is  not  wroth  for  nnn  htirrre  that  is  don  to  him* 
ThephiLfophrefayth  that  patience  i«  the  vertue  that 
fufifrcth  dobnbairly  a1  the  outraj^e  of  adverfitte  and 
every  wicked  word,  i  his  vei  tuc  makcch  a  man  hke  to 
God,  and  maketh  hinr^  Goddes  owen  childe,  ao  fayth 
Crid'  this  venue  difcomiiteth  thin  enemies;  andther* 
fore  fayth  the  wife  n^an,  if  thou  wolt  vanquifh  thin 
enemie  fee  thou  be  patient  And  thou  (halt  uiiderflond 
that  a  mat!  rutfereth  foure  maner  of  ^revances  in  out^ 
ward  thint^c-s,  ayenft  the  which  ioure  he  niufl  have 
foure  maner  of  patiences. 

The  firff.  grcvancr  is  cf wicked  wordes ;  thilke  pfrc- 
vancc  fufFrcd  Jefu  Crill,  without  grutcliing,  ful  pa^ 
tiiiitlv.  vkhan  »ht  Jewes  dcfpilcd  him  and  repreved 

JkJmfuloh:  Suffer  thou  thcrfore  pacicutly ,  for  the  w  ife 
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defamed :  ccrtes  unnethe  may  he  rcOore  the 
e :  now  comerh  manacc,  that  is  an  open  folitr, 
rhat  oft  manaceth  he  thrcteth  more  than  he  mr.  j 
nc  ful  eft  time  :  now  comen  tdel  wordcn  that 
hoiit  prufitc  of  htm  that  f{>ektth  the  wordcs, 
e  of  him  that  hcrkeneth  the  worded,  or  c11l-« 
rdcs  ben  tho  that  ben  nedeles,  or  without  en- 
f  naturel  profit;  and  al  be  it  that  idcl  wordcs 
time  venial  finne,  yet  (hold  men  doute  hem, 
fhul  ycve  rekeuin^  of  hem  before  Ood.  Now 
I  janglin}?,  that  may  not  come  withoutcn  fmnc ; 
fayth  Salomon,  It  i^  a  figne  of  apert  folic ;  and 
c  a  philofophre  fayd,  whan  a  man  axed  him 
lat  lie  fbuld  piefe  the  peple,  he  anfwercd.  Do 
rood  wcrkes,  and  fpckc  few  jangelinjrcs.  Afitr 
moth  the  Hnne  of  japcren,  that  ben  the  dtvih 
V  they  make  folk  to  laugh  at  hir  japerie,  as  fi)lli 
the  gaudca  of  an  ape ;  fwiche  ja|>cs  defcndctli 
'oule.  I.okehow  that  vertuousworde.H  and  holy 
rtcnhem  that  travaillcn  in  the  fervicr  of  Criil, 
b  comfnrtcn  the  vilains  words  and  the  Knakkc-% 
res  hem  that  travaillen  in  the  fcrvicc  of  the  de< 
hife  ben  the  finncs  of  the  tonge,  that  comen  cf 
i  other  (innes  many  mo. 

Rtnuuiiitn  7r.r, 


maifter,  Mwcfia^^u»tkf&tothi  !>*«  Ami A« 
yerde,  mydoKfiiMl  ind  oxTcA me  formid  impa- 
tience. OtpatiaoM  coracth  obcdtctfct,  tlini^  wUdi 
aminuobtdientoCri&iUdtffillkaBtawUdihB 
ought  to  be  elMdicat  in  Crift.  And  andcifiMBdinl 
that  obedicnca  ii  parite  wbaa  that  a  mad  daik  ghir 
ly  and  haftilr,  wich  g6od  hattc  encurtlr,  all  tkat  Iw 
fliuld  do.  ObsditnM  gcacnU;,  ii  to  pnfonnc  haililr 
ihe  doArinsaf  God  aad  of  hit  foTcrainn,  to  wUtk 
him  oug^  taha^lwUiu  ift  ■ttrightirU'encae. 

After  tke  Caw  of  vialk  dow  woI  I  tpikti  of  Af 
fiDiieoraqctdioar|lautk|fotea>UI>liDdethihcbaR« 
of  a  inaa,u>liKlroDUclhainu),aiMlaecidi«inakMh 
kirn  hcTf,thau|tktfi>l,a*dwnwe.  EsricaDd  ire  ■>• 
ken  bitternefie  i»  hnte,  which  bittemefle  b  motfaa 
of  accidip,  aMt  benhncih  him  (ke  love  of  atle  good* 
nelTei  tbutiiiccidHtbcanfvilkcf  ■tioabUhottl 
and  Seiut  AuRaiUae byth,  liitwunyeof  gpodiwA 
andannoyeof  harme.  CertctlhiiitsdamniblefiBnai 
for  it  doUi  Wraog  to  Jifu  Ciift,  in  as  moche  a«  Ube- 
itiincthtbefciiricethalruciifttulrledotbCrifLwiihattt 
diligence,  a>  iaylh  SalDraoB;  but  accidie  dotli  nan 
fwkiicdiligcnce  ihedoth  all  thinf  with  anaojcand 
will)  wrawnelTe,  itacknefFe  ,an(lFxctiration,with  ideU 
Hcffi;  and  ualuft ;  f«i  which  the  book  fayth,  Aecnrlad 
be  lie  that  doth, the  fcrvice  nf  Uod  De|;tij(ent]]>.TbaD 
i^Kcidic  eonnjltfteTerjteQattDfnuii ',  fDrcerCeilfac 


4i<i*MC«MII^  M  WifellM  di|M  <lf  A4md  before  that 
tefcttfiMptedi^'^^lliidl  «lh^  holden  to 

«crk^l»B«liyyil^llh4ii*Mllif  <)(Oftil,  Another  e- 
IhmlHiM  niiineTrfirfrt  mln^  fti  Wkiuh  eQate  nicA 
kalMiiauWBmmrib  fMyUgCb^Oi^  for  amende-^ 
latMB^f  trtrfliaW,  1<  tlWrti»<t6|iy»tetJlCTa  to  rift 

^Mt-irffirtkMi,  >JUIKfiir  «ftur)tllHfdbM!orgracc» 

tei  KJKW^'tffeflfef  »IKil|pi>'fc  awMie  efaemit:  and 
pmrniy^mi-fliA^MMaaky^  bdhlftltlti  Now  cer* 
Wtilil  lUfe;iMtte-jrf  *tfcftiiiitliitatt>  fct  gret  cnemie 
•Piheigttliiilitif'thtJIitdyifct^ifehMh  no  pur- 
^emwioevityartt  <teirt|w>rd  mwfiftii^fttr  it  f<irileuth« 
«H;lbiiliimi><ttr*ad  6tftm)i|ai  ■illglk)dc6  tcniporcl 

-  Tte»ftw WijiiihiK fc  drtc  Mtidliiftbtilbehem  that|beA 
ta^lw^pMii  tf'fcwtllr  AiBUtfitiDf  liirflMithe  and  of  hir 
lMllMH^4«riAtff  tIftKt  bcdMMi^  Wttfe  bcnind  that 
<lByJMytjytw4&  wtlntiliibk'Wci.  Of  accidie 

OhlilCftMltlikttliAIMii  WMM-IUd  tcciombred  t» 
<yiftiyfit<*ftil'Va^tM  MdttlhrhMOod  hath  ab^ 
MUiiHAtf«h«li#k&etfc6Mii^  viO^th  cteikit  John. 
•  -  MiMf<Je«UlNiridiitltt;tMi|^  BMiaffre  no  hard-* 
«lAflAth*)p«muioe;  ldirlb«blfilo«lht48fot«Ddreand 
^4clicat,  iitliiycll  ($«totfMMH  tliat'bft  vrol  fuifrt  non 
lui«dnei*t  M!  pdMnttt,  Ui4  tH«rfore  he  fhendcth  all 
tfMt-lMr  llallK'AycDft  ite  MMli'tnae  of  accidie  an4 
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Southe  fhuldmeacxercirEhemrclf,  andufehrtnrrKfo 
dn  gnoti  wirrkc>>i  and  manly  and  Trrcnoully  cachoi 
«orage  wrl  to  do,  ihinking  that  our  Lord  Jefu  Crill 
4uireth  every  good  deed,  be  it  never  foliic.  VUgeol 
latour  i<  a.  gret  (hinp,  for  it  miketh,  la  f*yth  .Stint 
Bcvnard.  the  labnurer  to  hate  ftrong  armei  and  htri 
Qncwes.  and  flouthe  maketh  hem  feble  and  tcntte. 
Than  Cometh  drcdefnnobeginneio  werkeanjporf 
wcckei;  fnr  ceccct  he  that  enciinctti  to  finnc,  hin 
thinkelh  it  ii>to);tetancniprife  Tor  to  undertake  (ha 
wc^ke*ofg(»dnel^e,ln<lcafttthinhi^he^telhaltbo 
citLumlUnct(nf|[oodnr(r>:bcnfug;revou9andfochu* 
)[eant  far  to  fulfto  thai  he  dare  nut  undertake  to  da 
vvtrhet  irfgoodncffe,  ai  fayth  Seint  Grt^orlo. 

NiivriomechwiHihupi;,  thatis,  delpiiriirthemer- 
cy  uf  God,  that  cnmeih  Tomtime  of  to  nioche  ouira* 
Ccousfurwe,  andfomtime  of  in  mochcdrede.  imagi- 
ning that  he  hath  dofo  nioche  Gnne  that  it  woldenot 
»vaite  him  though  he  wotde  repent  him  and  forfikt 
fmne,  thurgh  which  dcfjicireortlredeheabandoDeili 
■11  his  hcile  to  evcrrmanec  Gnnc,  as  fayth  Seint  An- 
^ulline ;  which  dampnable  Itnne,  if  it  coiilioue  unu 
liiscnd,  it  iaclcpedthermneof  (hcUoly  GoA.  lliii 
hnrrible  linne  iifo  periloug  tiiai  he  tlut  iidefpcircd 
Ihcrn'isuo  tekmiene  no  finnc  thai  hcdoiULlh  for  [0  do, 
.L-.lhi:w<:d«-cll>yJuiUt.  Certcsabovenulinnneithanii 
tbi.rmnemfitldifiJernitandmofladvrr^rleloCrill, 
>Mh]j  h(j  tlwt  defpeireth  bim  i|  like  to  th(  (owatj 


bTuimpion  rccrrant  that  flieth  withoutcn  nede  Ala^ ! 
alaslncdelcsisherecreantandaeddcsdcrptircii  ^  cr^^ 
teti  the  nicrcyof  Godiscvcrrcdy  totheptnitert  pt.r- 
foo.  and  i*  above  all  hh  wtirkes  Ala&!  caniKyt  n  man 
bethitike  him  oo  the  Gf^fpel  ui  Seir^t i.uke, chai)  xv. ; 
tvheras  Grift  faycth,  that  as  wcl  flial  ther  be  joye  in 
heven  upon  afinful  man  that  doth  penitence  as  upon 
ntnety-andv-nine  rightful  meti  that  neden  no  p^nl' 
tence  ?  Loke  further  in  the  lame  ^ofpel  the  jcyt  ancl 
the  fefte  of  the  good  man  thdt  bad  ioil  his  font;,  whan 
hi-i  fone  wla  retoutfle'd  «tith  repentance  to  his  fac'.cr. 
Can  they  not  remcmbre  hetn  alfo  (asfayth  Scint  Lukc^ 
chap,  xxiii,)  how  that  the  thefe  that  wa«  honj^cd  bc- 
fidcJefuGrift  fayd,  I^ord,  femembre  ofl  me  v  han  thou 
comcll  in  thy  rcgne  ?  ForfMh,  faid  Crift,  I  lay  to  thcc 
to-dav  (halt  thou  be  With  me  in  Paradis.  Ccrtc.s  tlu  f 
Z8  non  fo  horrible  fimie  of  man  that  ne  may  In  his  li/ 
be  deftr<»ycd  by  penir^hie  thiirgh  irertue  of  the  pal- 
fion  and  of  the  deth  of  Crift.  AJus !  what  ncdcth  \v.\.\\ 
than  to  be  defpe?red,  fith  that  his  merty  is  fo  rcdy  :ind 
Jargo  ?  Axe  and  have;  Thafl  cometh  fompnolcncc, 
that  is,  Huggy  Humbring,  which  mafceth  a  man  hi  vy 
and  dull  in  br.dy  and  in  foule,  and  this  fHine  comet h 
of  floiithc;  and  ccftcs  the  time  that  by  way  (>!"  re  I'li 
man  (huld  not  flcpe  is  by  the  morwe,  but  if  thcr  wc  rd 
caiifc  rcfonablc;  for  fothly  in  the  mOrwc  tide  is  n'.oli 
c(»venablt;  toaman  to  fay  hisprayerf>,  a;nd  for  tothinl^. 
ins.  God,  and  to  honour  God,  and  to  ycve  almcllc  \fi 


the  poanAMmwMkifft  lathiMMxf'JrfMftiK* 

awake  ui^MchaU  fad  ■m.TkMMHMh Ml' 
l[lietogniriiHlMl«ftffll,lh«tMdUli>l<i>irhi«g|  tmk 

thouKh  t)M  ipionMe  he  mtito  rf  ill  kiiWM  cMM 

whim  kw  MMfttUns  YAMtbtf  hftdokmlMMlfi 

1  hart^w>Miif.riMft  wfaaw*  li,  wi(f«ti  ilw«ib 

aao,  ihitkc  thR4n4«li  God  fpMWk  Bw  h>4d  ibM 

him(iuglt(ta4«iMidbiilw>k>TCdbGiwI'b*«al4 

diliKcnM  M  pW*  Oodkr  biiwnk**,  WmI  ^hwrka 
himtell  i^lt  »U  W*  might  ve|  tof  tsd*.  Tbw  <•* 
iiiMhi(l«hwft,tb*tui|^7Mto[alLluirnn.  A»iM 
in»iutt*tft«l)K*thuhhtl)MW«UM.th«rM4ei3« 
inayeaurw«!*tr;MerWQMD[uhinM4Ua*mi 

rok  of  ^  imM  m4  viUiiiitbwigbtc*.  ud  of  ■)!]»( 
fciet,  iritni  wd  lU  ordprc :  ccrutherte  i<  ya*e«  It 
hem  thatwW  UbnB(,u|d>M  MkklbllE:  tlfeOto 
lid  CiTtb,  liay  JM  be  MX  !a  the  Uboor  of  mmt,  mt 
tht  y  HibI  Dor  Vn  i>bippcd  with  nieu,  cha  is  w  iirh 
in  Purgatorit :  ctFM)  f hsDi<^inech  i t  thcy  Ihuk  beo  ton 
in>.r.iedwithibedg»liiih<Ilc  butif  ihty  dopcnBDOCb 
I'hancunslb  ibc  Cn»a  chM  min  clcpcH  TmrJiM, 
at  whan  a  man  it  laHrnl  cit  taryed  »r  he  wol  toum* 
loGodiaodcM-tMtbatitHitnt  folie:  hei«lihehjn 
thjt  f jUcih  io  tht  dich<  and  wol  not  arife.  Asd  thia 
vi^i.  cDDictb  of  tilTe  hope,  thu  ihioJccih  lIuc  be  Hwl 
live  lonst  but  that  hujie  faiJkth  ful  on. 
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Than  cometh  Lacheife.  that  is  he  that  trhan  he  b"  • 
inncth  any  {^ootl  W4u-k  aoon  he  wol  fnrli-tc  ir  :.i..i 
:iat,  as  don  they  that  have  any  wij^ht  to^ovrrnc.  a:.vi 
e  take  of  him  no  more  kepe  anon  a^  thq^  find  a.  y 
oDtraryof  any  annoy.  ThifebenthencweOit*ph;r(its 
!ut  let  hir  ihepe  wetingly  go  rcnne  to  the  wcif  th..^ 
.  in  the  brcreft,auddo  noforce  of  hir  n  wen  govern:,  re. 
)f  thU  conaeth  pnverte  and  deftrui^ion  both  of  rn-r:- 
nc\andtemportlthin^cs:  than  cometh  anii-.ncrc*  !■'- 
iciTe  that  frefech  all  the  hertc  of  man ;  than  cnr.-.'-'i 
andevotxon,  thurgh  which  a  man  is  ft>  binnt,  a<^  fa\  'h 
>cint  Bernard,  and  hath  fwiche  lan^our  in  l'.i«>  U  -c'.c, 
hat  he  may  ncyther  rede  nc  fing  in  hf<Iy  cliireii' .  ric 
\ere  ne  tbinVe  of  no  devotion,  ne  travaile  witit  h:<. 
londcs  in  no  good  wirk,  that  it  n'is  to  him  inif-ivory 
ind all  apalled :  than  wcxcthhe  flugfrilh  and Hon^r^y, 
ind  Tone  wol  he  be  wroth,  and  fone  is  he  inclined  to 
late  and  to  en  vie :  than  cometh  tse  finne  of  worl  .!  v 
Torwe,  fwiche  aft  is  cleped  TriJIitia,  thar  fir  tl)  a  ni^in  :  % 
Caych  Seint  Poule;  for  certcs  fwiche  forwe  wcrV  t4i 
to  the  deth  of  the  foule  and  of  the  bodyalfo,  for  t}  cr- 
afcomeththatamanisannoicdcfhisowcnlif,  \^r'  r- 
fore  fwiche  forwe  (horteth  the  I  if  of  many  a  mur:  or 
chat  hii  time  is  come  by  way  of  kinde. 
Remd'ium  Accidie. 
Ayenftthishorrihlcfinncof2cciclie,anflthc  pniji.- 
chci  of  he  lame,  thcr  is  a  venue  th;.t  is  ral.t-i  •'   * 
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/.•'•'./i  nr  StYrng:^,  fhut  i«,  an  afTcSion  thurgh  wh 
r.  n.an  lUi'pikili  noyouR  thin)>e«.  This  virtue  is 
ir.ightyand  fu  viguruusthat  itdare  wichftond  xnigh 
1\.  and  wraft-le  ayenft  the  afTautcs  ofthv  devil,  a 
wii'rly  kt'pe  himi'clf  iro  peviies  that  ben  \vicked,  J 
ir  (rnhuunfcthaiid  uifnrceth  t^s  feuls,  right  asaccit 
ubuttth  and maketh  ir  fthlc ;  for ihin/t/rtituJotnay  t 
fciurc  witli  long  rufTcrauce  the  tran^ailles  t>hat  ben  ( 
VLnubie. 

This- vertic  ha*h  many  fpices:  the  !l?ft  n  clep 

I-fTajjniwiirttitee,  sSw  i^  t©  fay,  prtt  corag^a ;  for  ctri 

thcr  hchovcth  gnsti  l-b»^«  aycnft  accidie,.  Wll  that 

I-AM^.wc  the  f»>ul«  by  the  &in«  of  for^^e,  or  d^fliioy 

with  wunhopc.  Ctfrtts  [hrt  vertue  uiaketh  folle  vo  u 

utrtake  hard  ajui  jxrtvouythingcs  by  hir  own'  w 

wiitly  and  rei»AsiibIy.   And  tor  as  moche  as  the  de^ 

li'rhtcth  aycnft  man- more  hy  qiicintcflc  and  flcig 

than  hy  ftrrngth.  thcirorc  fl\al  a  man  withHond  hi 

bv  wit,  by  rtfon,  and  by  diftretion.    !  ban  ben  ih 

t  he  vertues  of  ft  ith,  and  hnjie  U:  C'od  and  In  his  feintc 

to  ivdirvcn  and  accomplice  rhcr  pfood  werks,  in  tl 

\Jiic!j  he  puipoltth  fermcly  r»  «»i;riuue.  Than  o 

pirth  feup'stcic  or  fikermCV,  and  riur  is  uiian  a  ma 

1-.  ^!r'..t«ih  ^o  tKAvyAf.  in  rime  cf»minj]^  of  the  go«: 

V  , :  \.  s  tl.aCltv  hath  bty.«;iinc  :  th^n  conirth  nia^v"'^ 

.  r!K". ,  ili.it  iH^'l*)'»>vhan  2  man  dt):hand*^trf«.rmel 

,  ..  I  wuiccs  of  }rnfl!i:»<fli.'  th..i  he  hath  Lcjicnnt,  an 

s  '!'c  t:ii  ^vh^'  tha5  u;on  Ihuld  do  '/(^oJ  wyrkc 
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i!*riifli  the  acccompliihing  of  good  wcrkes  lleth  thcfrrec 
gQcrdon  :  than  is  ther  cnnftance,  that  is  (lableneiTc  of 
corage,  and  thisfhuldbe  ia  herceby  (ledfad  feith,  and 
in  mouth,  zod  in  bcring,  inchere  and  in  dede  Eke 
ther  ben  mo  fpecial  remedies  ayenO.  accidie,;in  divert 
werke9,  and  ioconfideration  of  the  pcines  of  beiie  and 
•f  thejoyes^f  heivCTi,  andia  trvft  of  tbe^race  of  the 
7Joly  Gf>il,dia£will  yt^skim  aaght  M.pet^orme  his 
^ood  entcnt. 

After  accidie  wol  I  f|)eke  of  avarice  and  of  cnveitife^ 
^f  which  finne  ScintPcuvle  fayth^The  rote  of  all  harnie« 
M  coveitife.;  for  bodily  whan  the  kcrte  of  man  is  con* 
founded  in  itfetf  and  troubled,  a«d  tkat  the^oule  hath 
loft  the  comfort  of  Gad,  <h%»  Crkech  he  as  idelfolas 
Df  worldly  thin(2^6. 

Avarioe,  a&^rthe  deftlcriptioA  of  Scrnt  Augftffliue, 
ts  a  liktToofnefle  in  herte  to  have  erthly  thinires.  Soni 
r»thcr  folk  fayn  that  avarice  is  for  to  purchafc  many 
crthly  thinges,  and  nothing  to  yevc  to  hem  that  haa 
cede.  And  underflond  welthst  avarir.e  fiiandcth  not 
•nly  ifl  land  ne  catel,  butfom  time  in  fcicnce  and  in 
glorie,  and  in  every  maner  outrageous  thinj^,  is  ava- 
rice :  and  the  difference  betwene  avarice  and. covei- 
tife is  this ;  coveitife  is  fw  to  cwcrtfwiche  thinges  as 
thou  hafl.  not,  and  avarice  is  to  withhoklc  ^nd  kepe 
rViche  thii!pe«i  as  thou  hall  without  rij^htfui  ntrlt-. 

othly  this  avarice  is  a  fiuiw  tiiJit  isf  ul  'iampnr.ble,  fcr 
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ail  boljr  i^  otfbdi  k,  wM  fyim^MfiwAM;  ftri 
doth  wnogiUJcAi  C»iM»*i»  k«Mvc*JihM  *»1M 
that  mcotblifaBiopai^MAtoafMdi  l>lwliWM#i> 
yenft  aO  Mai^  wid'MaketbrJiBt Av^mmMmmMM 
hath  hhkb jMpt  ib  iBt  caMl  ikmitkJfmieM,  «l 
doth  flMvAvUirfaace  m  linjifajif  hii  mihm  ifc"ilMr 
doth  in  tboiMviee  tf  Jtfii  Ciillr«WI  ihaifcttiijil 
Seiiu  PoUi^DWsmnnwMOHHniatlRfyM^^ 
idohtrie,  .3.'    .■.  .^i'^'l 

What  difiRDce  iatfar  tewk  an  idolaftn'aaddl 
avarioknH  jraB(  ^MtthataMdbliflrv  pfiMHinwi>M 
hath  ndfa  biitiD  tnawmct  fit'tmm^  nid'tkr  amtWite 
man  htiih  m^y  r  wi'  mtw  c^ciy  itaf  ritt  wUMiHI 
ir  his  muiawt  rand  eertcadie'fitawtf  taMMMlHl 

the  fifAita<MIMehdDdk»heteBaiimiiindiMiM 
as  berethwicneile£xii£  chap .  yt« ;  Thoaiiatt  lilWf  il 

fal£e^9dde«Tbcfm  iM,  lie  thoo  frdt  mkike  Mil|iftao 
graYeoLtfaiag.  ThwnMijNHitioMiiiati tliat-lvMrii 
hie  trefiiur  before  <3od  an  idoMrie.  And  ihtnfhtili 
cud'ed  finne  «f  Avarice  and  coveitilecomeththlfclM 
londfliifM-thurgh  which  me*  ben  diftreined  by  laAhl^ 
^LK,  cuftomet,  and  cariagrt,  more  thaa  hirdmeew 
refon  is;  mod  eke  take  they  of  hir  bondmen  amcRM 
snentes,  which  might  more  rrfbtntbly  be  called  ettof* 
^ioiit)  than  amcrcementes;  «f  which  amercemeBtcti 
or  raunfominfT  of  bondmen,  fom  Iprden  ilewardcvAy 
that  it  i&  rightful,  for  asnioGhe  asa  cherl  hath  no  teHN 
|)or,cl  thix^  that  it  ne  ii  his  locdct,  as  they  (ay.  M 
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mmt  AOl%ifc«f|  gjriterflNhkthrttlie  condition 
rf  llli<irtlii*lif.A»irir  ii*A  tf  ilnUom  wai  for 

IntMt  iMam;«ataB6M  dUfivhiricaiife  fliuld  noe  to 

chey.bj 

MVitiff^kfi,  but 

\'MAhiisim^4kkr^  of  iiimc. 

ithat  tcmpo^ 

*itTperour> 

•> Ai— I  liliila^irJ^CvlwHiwt to  Wbbe  hcm^e 
Wtn»ilwmhlift>«fliytliSiWBCi»TJw  prudentOra  \A 
liifta  ^iaig^iliy^Wth  d»  thtfrnl^.t^o  tkit  «hoa  clcpc«. 
tlqrilMiltotai  OMUte'lMpteiiSsr'lHiff^le  folk  lx>vi 
Cijftjwfiwwhai  Ai|  Iwii  iriMiikf  iiii|:g*tfa  the  UkA 

s^.lTMpifcff  riot.  AttoF  fljithcictf  U  dkcdes  fpri  nfrcn 
•CiMriM  fta4  lipiSP8ea3tada).iis. wd  mi^'  the  chcrl 
te  AMdIaMbi  lani.vni'lM».ldai^  that  tnketh  the 
dMtArldwMh'44ndk<«Hv-liiM;'wUarfGre  i  rcdc 
iartrij^  Ib-^vitk  tkf  «heri  a»  Aoa  vnoidell  that  thy 
]wd.4&d  irith  thee  ifithaii  wont  in  his  plight.  I. wary 
^it&& maa itftchcrttaii&ne.  I redechee,  tiiou  iord, 
tiutliMmJKMik  theein  fwiche  wife  chat  thy  chcrlcR 
satberlo'vt^hec  thim-drede  thee.  I  wote  wcl  that  thcr 

Ctjij 
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kfingcs  and  falfe  othes,  is  righr  curfed  and  dampna- 
ble.  Spirituel  marchandife  is  proprcly  (imonie,  that 
is,entcntif  defire  to  buy  thing  fpiricuel,  that  is,  thing 
ivhich  apjKrteineth  M  the  feintuarte  of  God  and  to 
the  cure  of  the  foule.  This  defire,  if  fo  be  that  a  man 
do  his  diligence  to  performe  it,  al  be  it  that  hia  defirc 
ne  take  Don  effe<5t,  yet  it  is  to  him  a  dedly  iinne,  and 
if  he  be  ordered  he  is  irreguler.  Certes  fimonie  is  de- 
pedof  Simod  Magus,  that  Wold  have  bought  for  tem- 
pore! catel  the  yefte  that  God  had  yeven  by  the  Holy 
God  to  Seint  Peter  And  to  the  apoftles;  and  ther- 
fore  nnderilond  ye  that  both  he  that  feljeth  and  he 
that  byeth  thinges  fpirituel  ben  called  Simoniacke«» 
be  it  by  catel,  be  it  by  procuring,  or  by  iieihly  praier 
of  hisfrendcsfiefhly  frendes  or  fpirituel  frendcs,  fieih* 
ly  in  two  maners,  as  by  kinrede  or  other  frendes } 
fothly  if  they  pray  for  him  that  is  not  worthy  and  able 
it  is  fimonie,  if  he  take  the  benefice,  and  if  he  be  wor- 
thy and  able  ther  is  non.  That  other  maner  is  whan 
man  or  woman  prayeth  for  folk  to  advancen  hem  only 
for  wicked  flcfhly  aifedion  which  they  have  unto  the 
perfons,  and  that  is  foule  fimonie ;  but  certes  in  fer-* 
vice,  for  which  men  yeven  thinjres  fpirituel  unto  hir 
fervants,  it  muA  be  underdonde  that  the  fervice  mu(b 
be  honeft  or  elles  not,  and  alfo  that  it l)e  without  bar- 
gainiujr,  and  that  the  perfon  be  able;  for  (as  fayth 
Seint  Damafccn )  All  the  finnes  of  the  world,  at  regard 
of  this  finne,  ben  as  thing  of  nought,  for  it  is  the  grc* 
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feft  finbe  that  nay iMs  after  th^flba^  of Lr«(cil«'  and  of 
Aaticriil{  for  kiifthit  iinne  Godliprkfttththe  chirche 
sad  the  fonlc,  tdMcfa  he  bottgrht  with  his  precioiis 
Uood,  hyisem  chat  yeven  chirche4  to  honihat  Hen 
■oc  digoejibrthey  put  in  thevet,  tliat  ftdcn  the  foolet 
of JefoCrift,  m'diieftrQyen  faikpatriinuttic.  By  fwiche 
•odigncpnecftct  aad  curates  han  Itwtd  men  leffe  re-^ 
verenoesof  tibef^icraxtteatAof  hdlychirdhe;  and  fwiche 
y4EWBrs*of  diirthci  put  the  childvca  ef  Crid  out,  and 
put  iato  chircbet  <he  div^ls  owen  fones;  they  fclkn 
the  fovlcs  that  Uunbciiihuki  kepe  t«  the  wolf,  which 
ftrui|fk»h  hetti,  and  tkeribrt  hA\  they  never  have 
part  of  the  paftur«  of  laaibeft,  that  it,  in  the  bhfie  of 
lieven.  Koweoaiethhafardrie,^ithlnsapertenauntc6; 
U  tMe»  andniflek^'whichoonieth  detcit,  falle  othes, 
chidinfTS,  and  aUtaTing,  bUT^khetnin^; and  n:neying 
of  God,  iiatc  of  hiti  neyghbccur^  waft  uf  goodeft^  mil- 
pending  of  tune,  and  foiiitimcjnantflaughter.  Certes 
hafardours  ne  mow  not  be  without  grete  Hiinc.  Of  a- 
irarice  oomeo  eke  kiinges,  thejit,  iatfe  witiieffe,  and 
falfe  othes ;  and  ye&ul  iMiderftoiide  that  thefcbe  gret 
finnet,  and  exprrfC:  ^ajnenll:  th«  c»niniand<:mems  oi 
God,  a«  I  have  fayd.  Falfe  witflefl'c  it»  ckcrin  word  ai(d 
io  dede ;  in  word,  as  for  to  bdreife'  thy  neighboura 
good  name  by  thy  ialic  wiicefle^-or  ^epevehxm  his  v&- 
tcl  or  his  heritage  by  chy  falie  witneifing,  whan  thou 
tor  ire,or  for  ihedi:,  or  fur  ea vie,  bereft  faife  wicneiie, 
or  acaifdl  him,  or  excufefl  thyiielf .fitiiely.  Ware,  yo 
||ucftinon^eri  and  notaries !  ccrtes  for  falfc  wiuicCllus^ 


was  SufaOM  io  ful  gict  ronre  *«d  fatatt'WMiamf 
anotheroM.  TbtSaactt^nAUtilttapnSowfnA 
Coddei  luft,  ud  Ott  ia  ma  WBO^  tcavoMl  Mi 
fyintoti.TtM*mfatdlitdt  wMfbr  EBtikMhy  Miifci 
boun  caiel  ajrcofiliiIiwiQ.bc  it  BybKcarlrdd^ 
bii  it  in  ntetinf  ac  jDK&iR.  hf  ftcUaK,  ky  falfccajl^ 
mcnMnpoDhbn.Midin  bonrarligiof  Ay  Bai|kba«* 
ntd  InauoiMwrupkyit  arcii,  uMaAUlij 
thinget.S^ricMlthiftiifwcilcsc.tfauiMsaT.lMk' 
ing  cJ'My  tbiBfECB,  or  at  tUagct  bcrcd  to  Clift,il 
two  niMWi  1  by  rdbn  af  thehely  jdtt. m i kitlkM 
or  chirchM  Iwwci:  (ibrcTcrf  iribiM  fiuM thu  aa 
4on  in  taUw  ^M«t  M^knllcd  fiMi&Ca.  MAVHf 
Tiolenceia  f«iUd^|lKei>>iratheydMtwftlidt«M 
fjlfely  the  rtetei  andrighte*  ilui  kn|cn  to/U^ 
chirchetuiA,FhiiiIyiBdgenenllyJ>erilqreMMnM 
holy  thing  fra  holy  plKc,  or  nnbolythlHgoutoUki 
lyplace,oiholythia?oatofiiiiIu>lyirftMt      i  .r: 

Nov  Ibul  yi  nndtf  ftand  [hit  relering  of sTarieei* 
mircricorde  lodpitec  brgely  uken.  And  meii.inifte 
uc  why  ihataUicricorde  lod  pitcc  ue  tel«irinc  rf 
avirice  ?  Ctrta  the  araiciout  man  ihewnh  no  piM* 
or  mifericordeio  theiie<lcfulniui,fc]rhc  dcllielh  him 
in  thck«[Hiigofb»treIbur,(ndnutinthetercouin| 
nc  relcvinp  of  hi9  evmCriflent  andthcrforc  fpehc  I 
flrd  nrniibritordc.  Than  'u  mirericoidefai  fayth  th* 
fh'tMophTe)  a  venue  by  nbich  the  congcoi  mas  ii 
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ftiired  by  the  mxfefe  of  him  that  is  mirefed  i  typon! 
which  imfericorde  foloweth  picee,  in  performing  an() 
fUlfflliog  of  charitable  wcrkes  of  mercie,  helping  and 
comforckrg  him  chat  is  mifefed.  And  cartes  this  me« 
TCth  a  man  Co  mifericorde  of  J«fa  Grid,  that  he  yav^ 
himfeif  for  our  ofFence,  aikl  faffred  dctb  for  mircTi<« 
cordr,  and  Ibryaf  usiour  original  finnes,  and  therby 
relefed  us  fro  the  peine  of  hell,  and  amenufed  thtt 
peines  of  Purgatory  b'y  pedicence,  and  yevcth  us 
grace  we!  to  do,  and  at  the  lad  the  BliiFe  of  heven< 
The  fpices  of  mifericorde  ben  for  to  lene,  and  eks 
lor  to  yevo,  snd  for  to  foryere  and  relefe,  and  for 
to  have  piece  in  herte,  mtd  oompafiion  of  the  mif* 
eheftf  ef  hk  even  Crifienr,  and  aKb  Co  ehailife  ther  a? 
Aede  iv  Another  maner  of  femefify  ayenft  avarice 
is  rcfonabJc  largcife;  b\rt  Ibthly  hei^e  behoveth  the' 
coniideration  of  the  grace  of  Je'Ai  Oiil,  aAd  of  the 
teniporel  goodes,  xadtAio  of  the  goodies  pcFduraUle 
that  Jtfu  Urift  yave  to  us,  and  to- have  r)!membranc(2 
of  the  deth  which  he  (had^  receive,  hewote  not  whan  ;• 
and  eke  thst  he  fhal  forgon  all  that  he  harh,  fave  only 
that  which  he  hath  difpended  in  good  werK^s. 

I3ut  fur  a«  mochc  asfom  folk  ben  unmcfuraiile,  men* 
oughtcn  for  to  avoid  and  cfchue  fool -large ffe,  th<j 
whiche  men  ctepen  Wafte*  Cerces  he  that  is  fool-' 
kirge  he  yevcth  not  his-  catelWt  he  lefeth  his  catcl  ? 
iothly  what  thing  that  he  yeveth  for  vainc-glory,  as 
to  minftralti,  and  to  folk  that  bc9e  his  renome  in  tlm 
world,  he  hath  do  finne  thcrof,  and'  nonalcx<iCc\  ^vi.'i- 
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yefte  of  hu  fooA  Jnadbiflir  bm  fioMAifccTit  n»tt4p 
hois tktfi«l(edi  nthe»  £•  <fanak.dhiw^4B  fBNMli 
water  tbu  fee  br^ioklmtar  •£ftlK  iiiiwn.^iiril  iM< 
for  as  iB«cic  aubcyyywftthtt n iknf  fhMmkjm 
veo,  to  iH!msn)erttiBcdI.JthiilnawKfill^.t^^ 
ih:d7ef«:it.4ba!i»7.jtl  d«nt:talwaL  tkaftJialkt 

dampnedt....   I  io:  ....  v.";  ■•!*'  -c  :  \,t  ..-ii 

ri n I  f  ■mrirn  hiitirrli  ^Intnnin.  irlirh  h  itpunj 
ayenft  tlvftrntUBaadcflicDt  of  GM. '  Olouaifcfa  jgn' 
tneranibUappctktp  elect  to  dii«ks#«r.dUc»tafMi 
ought  to  dK  BMMdRMrable  appe&tafcdiJiiiBgJeiatA^M 
veitifotfliClcArdrtnke.  IJiia  fippe. oof f  plail^U  tfcii 
worlds  ajkiftviel  Acwed  ia  tho.fiiim;iif.iakdam«iilrf 
Eve.  Lohe  rffi»  nrfiat  fayth  Seint£o»k  qf giattaitti 
Many  (iiKyjth.k«)  goo»  «f  iriticklhave  ofeelUila 
you,  and  aofr.  I  fay  k  wcfiafr,  thac  they  ban  tlw  «M! 
mies  of  tka.  crnfie  df  erift,  of  which  the  end  i»  did^ 
and  of  which  hfr  aifQnbe  is  hirGed  and  hit .glaei^  ii 
confufion  of  hem.  that  fo  lifnrcB  erthly  thiagei.  Ht 
that  is  uiant  to  this  0nne  of  glotoaie  he  ne  ifciay  ae 
fmne  withftond,  hemuilbeinfenrageof  all  ¥icc«»ibr 
it  is  the  drvilft  horde  thcr  he  hideth  him  and  reftethr 
This  fmnchath  many  fpices :  the  6rft  itdronkeeacSi* 
that  i»  the  honrihle  £epulture  of  mannes  refoa,  and 
cherfore  wkao  a  man  i^dronkehe  hath  loft  hit  n£oni 
ami  thtA  isdedly  iinne:  but  fothly  whan  that  aaiaa 
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went  to  fining  drinki'S,  and  pcraventure  nc 
:th  not  the  ftreri;;th  of  the  drinkc,  or  hath  fo- 
L*  in  his  Viod,  dt  hath  travaillcd,  thurg^h  which 
ikech  tiic  more,  al  be  he  fodenly  caught  wirii 

it  is  no  J(.iiiy  iiiinc  but  veaial.  ThcfeccnH 
f  jrlotonie  i-^,th^:tthefpiritof  aman  wcxcth  a!i 
:  for  dronkenticrre,andbereTethanian  the  dif- 
1  of  ht»  wit.  Tlie  rhridde  fpice  of  glotaiiic  is 
a  man  d<%'oureth  his  mete,  and  hath  not  right- 
.ner  of  cting.  The  fourthe  is,  whan  thurgh  the 
bundance  of  his  mete  the  humoars  in  his  body 
ilienipcred.  The  fifthe  is  foryecfulncfle  by  to 

drinking,  for  whichfometimeamau  forgetcth 

morwe  what  he  did  over  eve. 
»ther  maner  bcii  tiifiind  the  f]»ices  of  jjiotonit', 
ieint  Grcgoric.     I'hc  firfl  is  for  to  etc  before 

the  fccond  is  whan  a  man  getcth  him  to  dcli- 
lete  or  drinke ;  the  thridde  ib  whan  men  taken 
:he  over  mcfure ;  the  fourth  1*5  curiofitee,  with 
ircnt  to  makcn  and  aj^^areilleliis  mete ;  the  fifth. 
o  etc  gredi'y.  Thifc  ben  the  five  finders  of  the 
bond,  by  which  he  draweth  folk  to  the  linne. 

RcrrrJium  GuLs, 
•nft  glotonicthc  rcmcdic  is  aSdincnce,  as  fayth 
1 ;  hut  chat  I  holde  nor.  meritoric,  if  he  do  it  only 
;  heleot'hisbody.  Seine  Aii^iiflinewol  tliat  ab- 
re  be  dv)n  for  VL'rtnc,and  with  patitncc.  Ablri- 
[fuvth  he)  is  litcl  wortJi  but  if  a  ma:T  hzvi*  good 
•:mc  r.  R 
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will  therto,  i^d  bat  it  be  mfofotdhfpmkmmtmi 
charitec,  ndthat  men  iofl  it  jbr  Ooddbi  ftkj^  nti* 
hope  to  bam  tbelilifiefai  beveii.- 

The  fekfPet  of  abftioeBce  be»  ttteat^ecuKCi  tinr 
koldeth  the  fflene  IB  aUe  dinget j  sMb' ftMM,  tktf  io^ 
cheweth  alMiiboneftee;  MUbace,  dut  MnikiMri' 
che  meteeBedrinket,  Be  dodi  BO  ft>Re  of  aobMNW^ 
geous  *ppBre3liiig  olnetc;  Biefure  alio,  diet  teftlci* 
sieth  by  idoBdie  tuubefimble  afpetit  of  eiiBf  |  Af» 
berncffe  kUb,  tlut  wftrrfBeih  ihe  oatnge  of  dMb^ 
fparing  aifo,  that  rcftMiBetSi  the  delieai  ele  tofivkif 
at  metcj  wbevfore  fom  folk  ftandeBof  hir  o^$9mtritt 
whtinthef  ete,becaHfetbey  woleie  aftkilekifiHy  I' 

After  gUtoBie  cotneth  lecherie,  for  thMe  tw»fiHK» 
ben  fo  Dighcofins  that  ofr time  they  wol not defNHli 
God  wote  thk  finne  is  f ul  difplefuit  to  God,  fdtf4* 
faid  himfel^  Do  no  lecherie  \  and  cherfore  he  patMlb 
gret  peine  ayenft  this  finne:  for  in  the  old  lawotfB 
woman  thrall  were  taken  in  this  finne  ihcflwakl  bi 
bctcn  with  ftaves  to  the  detb,  and  if  ihe  were  a  gea* 
til  woman  -ihc  flinld  be  flain  with  ftones,  and  if  ft» 
were  abiihoppesdoughterfhefliuld  be  brentbyGoddet 
commandement.  Moreover,  for  the  finne  of  lecherie 
Cod  dreint  all  the  world,  and  after  that  he  brent  five 
citees  with  thonder  and  lightning,  and  fanke  hen 
doun  into  hell. 

Now  let  us  fpeke  than  of  the  faid  (linking  finne  of 
kdicrie,  that  mcnclepcn  Avoutrie,  that  is  of  wedded 


itt^iaakk4D&tttftlMt«A<l£]Mttbe  wedded  or  dies 
iMfthi  Mpt  Jthn Ay<ii4  lhit<fP»t<reff»  fiiol  ben  in 
litilciDAflKk«tntaili4yofire«ad«f  brimdone:  in 

fcte  fcrfckit^hwiM»  hrii"fl  'ftic  &«  «hc  ftenche  of  hu- 
rtNiP.ga#f»>hfclirrtMgilMMii'>«mment  b  an  hor- 
»Uf  U|««4  ifc«fW4mlMf  CM  Umfeif  in  Paradi5, 
and  CQulirfiMd.Hf  jfeJU-Qaft.  tkwitnefictfa  Seint  Ma- 
tlM^iattl«0«#«I^A!iiiiteib»HktiSiderADdm 
«B4.lM*klMteli»«if^.*dllM7  ftil  Ifeiwo  in  on 
Mb  VUkdmimmk  \fMiniii\  dMiUakting  toge- 
ihM^ftiliMH  >i>1^  Aitifc)p..,Aiidj>etipnly  that  God 
dUai6AHMriiiUdM^i«tallbliAcoAiitaanded  that 
tfc»B<lJ<it>  Aaiiwiidinftyilrigbbd^towif.  In  thin 
iM^p(AyMl.ft6luiMAitg»ftinb)itfofboden  ail  mancr 
■•itiiift  iidftfagwrifl.XMitoikydi  Scim  Mathtw 
jp:li<  fltt^dljMtMfciwtittfefatfc  •  WCMDMi  to coveitife 
«£Miii4^itt.>MliJdBMHrib^(lkhiiire  in  fa^^ 

.dyitJMfc.  mkf  the dede  of  this  iinne 

:(lune.  This 
Jkem  that  it  haunt .: 
iMJiiin  lifi  ttofi^JMorHftdlliggthit  tdiinnc  and  t» 

i«i:fbrtertlito  { and  to  the  body 
iit  flliifcdiynM^.'fBCit  diKth,liim  and  wa- 
L*f jliftkloodhtf  maketh  lacri- 
itht^lMjtf  lifelk  t  it  i«afteth  eke  his  catel  and 
iriKikiiifttlidei  aildicette*  if,itbe  a  foule  thing  a  man 
«•  wafte  -Ati.adei  t>n4«o«idr#  ytt  is  it  a  fouler  thin^ 
vduUKllatior  fracfae  lardntoB  itromen  difpcndcn  upon 
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men  hir  catel  and  hir  fubftsnce.  TliisfiaiM^  arffifti 
che  prophet,  berevethmanandwomni  Ikir  goodfiW 
atjd  all  hir  honour ;  and  it  U  £ul  plefiut  te  the  dralr 
for  therby  wioncth  he  the  mofte  part»  of  tte  wictifc* 
ed  world  :-tnd  rigrht  u  amarehuitdelkcthUmaMA 
in  th  at  chafiare  which  he  hatk  mofi  wantnge  and  fn« 
^tc  off  right  fe  dcUtetk  the  had  ia  this  «rdase. 

I'hift  iathat  other  hood  of  the  drwily  widi  fiv^fe 
^er:" ,  to  etcdM  the  peple  toUt  if  ihysie.  The  firft  fiqp* 
:^  the  fool^lobiBj^ of  the  fisole  wobieb  aod  of  tlu  fiaH 
man,  that dfteth  right  as  Che  biiiUcok  ileth  USk'hjtm 
n  i  me  of  hitfight ,  for  the  co^atrfc  of  the  cyesCBlowMI 
the  coveitife  of  the  herte*  The^fixend  tingre  U  tk«fl* 
lains  tofkhing  in  wickcd>tr.aner;  and  thofbre.l^dl 
Salomon, 'that  whs  fo  tonehcth  aad  handfeth  •<' 
m an  he  fareth  ae- th» aiao  t^t  handleth  the  Hemfimi 
which  llkigieth  aod  fodenly  fleth  tlmrgh  hia 
ming,  or  as  who  fo  thsttovicheth  wame  pkch  i 
deth  his  finjgcrs.  The  thridde  isfoale  werdea^  wfaidiS 
fareth  like  fire,  which  right  anon  brennetk  the  hartn 
The  fourth  finger  is  kifling,  and  trewely  he  wares 
gret  foole  that  wold  kifle  the  mouthe  of  a  branniof 
oven  or  of  afoumets;  and  more  £r>oles  ben  they  that 
kiiTtn  invikinit,  for  rhatmouth  is  the  mouth  efhdlef 
and  namelf  thife  olde  dotardes  holours,  which  wol 
kiiTc  and  flicker,  and  befic  hemfelf  though  they  may 
nought  do  :  certes  they  ben  like  to  hounded,  for  an 
I^ouiid  whan  hecomethbytheroferorby  other'bu»iheii| 
though  fo  be  that  he  may  not  pifTe  yet  wol  he  heve  up 
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Wiig  aiiidm^ke  BtontdiEliice  to  pifle.  And  for  th»t 
«ul97:iniii  wfeBcthtiiMiie  hlay  not  finne  for  so  like- 
flMtofie  that  he  doth  %rtth  hi*  wif ,  trewely  that  bpi  • 
M0iosifmLfi;;X>od  w#tsaiiitn  biliyflee  hiitiiotf  vHth  hU 
tipntokfiif)  and  maArhiinfttfdfcnkcii  of  huoi^eo  ton- 
•BsQcrDcibeittrif^  be  it  ciuUde,  or  any  worldly  thtof^^ 
«lull  he  Joveth  betort  God  k.i«hit  inattmet^  and  he  U 
«BLidoiaftre»  A  diatrftnUlidvehit  Wif  by  difcretien, 
}«tiii*tl|r  and  attefepirely)  ahdth4n  is  flie  ^  thdagh  it 
IMR  fab  ibftei!.  The  fifth-fiogve  of  the  divelt  bond  is 
Ihniifrtrmg  dcde  of  ifcGfai!i!i&;  .TKn#ely^efive  finger» 
i^lLfftitmuB  thbfend  pattetH  in  the  jWoaibe  df  a  man* 
«kid  Akk  bt9  fiYfe  fingortof  ledieriehegrtpethbim  by 
iba  tSaet  for  totbrofre  him  into  the  fourkeis  of  hellc» 
'^Iber  afe  they  flml  hare  the  fire  and  the  Woraies  that 
«#er  fliol  laften,  and  weping  and  wayHng,  andiharpe 
Imager  and  thtirft,  imd  griflineffe  of  diveis  whiche 
Ihul  all  to>trede  heih  withoaien  rcfpke  and  wtthoutea 
«Dde.Of  leeherie^as  I  faydifoirrdenandfpringen  divers 
fpket ;  asfornicatipn  that  is  betwese  man  and  woman 
#hich  ben  not  maried,  and  is  dedly  finne,  and  ayenft 
aattire.  All  that  is  enemy  and  deflro^ioh  to  nature 
IS  ayenft  nature.  Parfaytherefon  of  a  man  eke  tellcth 
blm  wel  that  it  is  dedly  finne,  fur  as  moche  as  God  for' 
bad  lechcrie ;  and  Seiat  Poulc  ycvcth  hem  the  regnc 
that  n*is  dewe  to  no  wightbat  to  hem  that  don  dedcly 
€nne.  Another  finne  of  lecherie  is,  to  bereven  a  maid 
«f  hire  nuddcDhed,  for  he  that  fo  doth,  ccrteb  he  caA* 

Riii 


€th  a  mzyden  oat  of  the  h%beft-dq;rdillAtil  Ittfi 

prefcnt  lif,  and  hgrgiirth  hiM^kaiHi  pfttifflll  ft  llJIlia 

the  book  depetlr  the  Hindretdb  Viniif  I  ae  rahftfti 
non  otherwifein  EoglHh,  hmtim  Lwiat  it  MghiCriifc 
trfiMuj/htOmr.  Ceitct  he  th«»  A'dbdi  is'i 
many  daiiuig«s  aad  irihiiet  bm  tli«o*«i^flHBhfle<ij 
reken:  righcuhefomtiaiciiCMiieofcll'j 
bedes  do  in  the  feld  thalbftkMhtlw  hi^nfilriiW'] 
Aire,  thurgh  which  he  d^ftroyedi  that  mif  vocl 
ftored ;  for  certet  namore  may  maidmheAl 
than  an  anne  that  is  finitteii  finb  the  bodjr  rngfi 
ayen  and  weze :  &e  may  have  nerrf ,  thltmi^^ 
if  that  (he  have  will  to  do  peaitcnce,h«t  never  i 
he  but  that  file  itcomipte.  And  all  be  kfo  thai  ^ 
fpoke  fomwfaatof  aveatrie,  it  ii  good  toi 
ri  [&>  that  longen  to  aYontrie,  for  to  efehewc  AnUtty 
iinne.  Avootrie,  in  Latine,  is  for  to  iaye,  appncfciill  j 
of  another  mannes  beddc,  thsrgh  whiche  thofthpl^ 
fomiime  wtfrc  oB  flefhe  i^wndone  htr  bodies  to  othi^ 
perfnns.  Of  thisiian^,  as  ihyth  the  wife  anaa,  Maift 
many  harmes :  firfte  brekiag  of  feith ;  and  c 
is  the  key  of  Criftendom,  and  whan  that  key  isl 
and  lorne  fothly  Criftendom  is  lorne,  and  ftoat 
and  withoot  fruit.  This  finne  alfo  is  theft,  for  theft 
generally  is  to  revea  wighthis  thinges  ayenft  hiswilL 
Certes  this  is  the  fouleft  theft  that  may  be  whan  that 
a  woman  fteleth  hire  body  from  hire  hufbond,'  and' 
yevcth  it  to  hire  holour  to  defoale  it,  and  ileleth  hirs- 
foule  fro  Crlil  and  yevcth  it  to  the  devil :  this  is  a 
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imlerttiefte  thaolor  to  brekeadurche  and  fteleaway- 
sIm  dialice;  for  thife  avooterers  breken  the  temple  of 
OodrjticitneHy,  and  fteien  tke  Tefiell  of  grace,  that  isy 
thebody  Bad  the  fook,  ibrvhkh  Grifte  fiial  deflroy 
bem,^  £iyth  Seiot  Poule.  Sothly  of  thwtbeft  dooted 
giotly  Jofeph,  whao  that  hUlordes  wif  prayied  him  of 
viluoiey  whan  he  layde,  Lo,  my  Lady,  how  my  Lord 
kith'  take  to  me  mder  my  warde  all  that  he  hath  in 
tUi  world,  ne  nethlog  is  oat  ofmy  power  but  onlyye, 
that-ben  his  wif  l  and  how  ikald  I  than  do  this  wick- 
edtiefie,  and  fione  fo  horribly  aycnft  God  and  sycnft 
ny  Lord?  Ood  k  forbede !  Aks!  all  to  licel  is  fwiche 
mnfii  now  yfounde.  The  thridde  harme  is  the  filth 
thnrgb  which  theybrcke  thecommandement  of  God 
and  defoole  the  auter  of  matrimonies,  that  is  Crift^ 
fer  ccrtes  tn  £b  moche  as  the  facrament  of  mariage  is 
§a  noble  and  fo  digne,  fo  moche  is  it  the  greter  (inner 
fcr  to  broke  it,  for  God  made  mariage  in  Paradis,  in 
the  eftate  of  innocende,  to  mnltiplie  mankindc  to  the 
ienricQ  of  God,  and  therfore  is  the  breking  therof  the 
moregrevoBs,  of  which  breking  come  faUe  heires  oft 
time,  that  wrongfully  occupten  folkes  heritages,  and 
therfore  wol  Crrft  put  hem  out  of  the  regne  of  heven, 
that  is  heritage  to  good  folk.  Of  this  breking  comethr 
eke  oft  time  that  folk  unware  wedde  or  finne  with  hir 
owen  kinrede ;  and  namely  thife  harlottes  that  haunt- 
en  bordeiles  of  thife  foule  women  that  may  be  liken- 
ed to  a  commune  gong  wheras  men  purge  hir  ordure. 
What  lay  we  alfo  of  putours,  that  live  by  the  horrible 


tCO  T«t.'Rm««]Ctt 

finnc  of  pa toicj  tod  hnfthnilc'i 

a  certain  itate  of  BtrlMdiif  {nktcdi|i>«9liMBiiHfehk 

owes  wif  or^hw  diUdc^  iMuttiir  I 

thiie  bed  ouMiiMtMoL.VndtamU  alfofltti 

is  fet  i&  thd  tflft  obnariB&niig 

maoihi^glrta'^  for  iti»At4rcteft:tfaift;H|iliti^hig 

for  it  isthcfr>f  badtuid«£fcoii^;^Aclkii 

micide,  ittitihthhaJtrntwoModhakeAt 

that  irft  w<nfMrf>mfcfltlh;:  au^tiMsfaKpl'tndMdl 

kwe  of  JcfoyeHft,  tlwt  it  theUrtrd  iir|ia<iiinliirt||> 
fayd  t4  thfedtamtti  tludb  Tif  si  fbmid  ki  ft#Datrie«2ifi| 
ihuldh^vt  b«.flftin.Miik:ftoiiet,  a{iDtr.tl^«ttl  dMft 
Je wes,  at  was  fair  kivra^  Gb,  iitid  J^iCdft^  iiiiHail 
comorewiU-todsliaBe.  Sothlytfaa  f i  n^jjilwrtiihift 
▼outrio  is  awarded totlie  pdac  of  JieUe^  Imt  afiibM 
that  it  be  difeomberedbjr  penitence^  .Vdt  boa  fktta^ 
fpices  of  this  ctiried  iinne,  as  tyhtoi tikat ■op'eChc— Mi 
religious  j  or  ellcs  bodi ;  or  of  ffdktbtt  bea  cnttcA iniil 
crdre,  as  fob-dekeny  deken,  dr  prebftt  or  hnfpifkffi| 
and  ever  tbe  higher  that  he  is  in  ordre  the  gretcrit 
the  Hnnc.  The  thioges  that  grctly  afref;e  hir  ftonc it 
the  breking  of  hir  avow  of  chafHtee  whan  they  ricei' 
▼ed  thp  ordre.  And  moreover,  foth  is  that  holyordrV 
is  chefe  of  ail  the  treforie  of  God,  and  is  a  fpecial  figno 
and  marke  of  chaflitce,  to  ihew  that  they  ben  joined 
to  chaftitee,  which  is  the  mofleprccioaslif  thatis.  And 
thife  ordered  folk  ben  fpecially  titled  to  God,  and  of 
the  fpecial  meiiiie  of  God,  for  which  whan  they  doM 
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dftiMy'toriliill  bm  tht  Ij^ecfal-tnirevn  of  Go  J  and 
of  M]^i|ilc«  fur  tfacy:lfffe bf  the  pcple  to  pra> e  for 
th*  flpfikf^mkd  wUIci  th*^  ben  fwidie  traicouTs  hir 
jw *fiWL> a^ifle net lo the  ycj^e.  Preefies  ben  a;  an- 
(eb  ■•  hy  the'  Biyilbfie  ef  hi»  difnitee ;  bur  ii.rlcth 
Sehit  PcMle  Afth  thet  firthiwi  fniwfeiinncth  h  -m  in 
ap  engel  of  tight;  dtMf  thepncft  thathaenteth  ccd- 
ty-fioae  he  way  be  UlcMcdto  an- angel  of  derkencffe 

I  an-aofelof  lighci  beiemeth  an  an- 
^{ihtft  for  ibihhe  it  an  angd  ef  derkencfle. 
h  be  the  (ones  of  Hely,  at  is  fiiewed  in 
the  BoehragKinyet  chat  they  were  the  fones  of  Be- 
liaUf|hMW»th04iotL  BeUallftto  Uf  whhouten  j Dge, 
tudlb  bren ahey-;  hcm-cfaiiihcth  that  they  be  free, 
nb4ha«c  no  jege,  nonorethan  hath  a  free  boll,  that 
Mhethwhfidicewthathna  liheth  in  thetoun.  So  faren 
Aey  hy  women,  for  rightat  en  free  boil  isynough  for 
nllaconn^sightib  iaawkhed  pfeeftcorr  option  ynough 
foMlnferiftior  for  all  a  conntree.  Thiic  precftcs,  as 
i|ylk:«he-hpok^  ne  cannot  minifter  the  myflerie  of 
fMwMMddto^wpcple,  ne  they  knowe  not  God,  ne 
t|Mf  hold  bemhbtapaicdiaiiaiththe  book,  of  fodden 
I  to  Imi  effired,  bot  they  take  by  force 
that'lt  raw.  Certief  tight  fo  thife  fkrewcs  nc 
kftia  hem  not  apaied  of  vofted  fleih  and  fodden  with 
Whicbthe  pcple frdenhem in gret reverence,  but  they 
wol  have  raw  flefli,  at  (blket  wives  and  hir  doug  hter  s, 
Andcenet thtle  women  that  confeiieen  to  hir  harlotrie 
don  gretwreng  tnCrift  and  to  holy  chirchc^  and  to 


all  haloweinidtoallftNllcf|ler  tktf  ta*«ill4BaiMi 

hcni  that  flittld  wofOiqi  CrjAuA  holf  9kMkkimk  \ 

pray  for  GriJEtcp  fenlci ;  tthdiJtcrfafBlMftftriilMHWi!  ! 

Acs,  and  hir  temnlftii*  0HO  thtt  confc»fti>  t»Aig%  j 

cherie.the  ntalifraoftb^coort  Ctifteotikbey  4i«^  I 

amendcmcai.  Th«  thridde  fpice  «tf  avtMKlftli  firil^J 

time  betwU  «  mtti  m^  hk  wif,«iid  diail^tvfciB  AM 

tike  no  rcfanlia  hir  wSStmhUo^  but  oiiljrtAUrMtt] 

ly  delit,  atiaitii  Sctnt  Jerome^  and  nn  milii  ■  irfiiiij 

thing  b«t  fl^ftt  they  bcn-ifiisnibled  beGa*l«:|]^^4w 

maried :  til «i  good  ynbuf;h|  la  thinkatli tafasMlirMH 

in  fwicfae  Hoik  hath  the  dhrti  power,  mMI  tiU^M|M 

Raphael  to  Tobie,  lor:  in  hir  afictnbUflig  tljitfy  fMffi 

Jcfu  Crift  odt  •£  htr  hehiii;  and  yefim  h«fiiiclf .MnifJ 

ordure.  ThekHiithi!(ncenofhcmthatairfl«abfeAilJ|q 

hir  kiafffdei.or  Uridi  heni  that  ben  of  QII.1 

elles  with  heifci  with  Vrl^ch  hir  fatthertor  hir  j 

have  deled  in  the  finne  of  lecherie :  thiafiuaeAuiiktlk  ] 

hem  like  to  hoondes,  that  taki:n  no  kepie  afkiritiiiai  ' 

And  certea  parientele  ta  in  two  manera^  cythaf  is^Mfi 

or  flefhly !  goiUy  is  fur  lodelen  with  hir  g^dfibbai^ 

for  right  fo  as  he  that  engendreth  a  child  is  hi*  fltflJf 

father,  right  fo  if  hn  godfather  hia  father  fpititidl^ 

for  which  a  wbmtn  may  in  no  IlSc  finne  .aflcAbli: 

with  hire  godfib  tha^  with  hire  owen  flelhly  brodciw 

I'he  fifthe  fpice  is  that  ahhominable  finne,  of  which 

aliiomioable  fihne  no  man  unncth  ought  to  fpekcM 

vrite,  natholes  it  is  openly  rcherfed  in  holy  writ. 

This  curfcdncire  don  men  and  women  in  divcrie  en* 
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tent  and  in  dlverfc  mancr:  but  though  that  hr-ly 
writ  fpeke  of  horrible  finne,  certes  holy  writ  niuy  ii'.t 
be  dcloukd,  no  more  than  thcfonne  that  P]i:i<.^h  c.ii 
the  myxene.  Another  fmnc  appcrteincth  toltjhc- 
rie  thatconicth  in  Hoping,  and  this  finr.c  comcth  of- 
ten to  hem  that  ben  maidens,  and  eke  to  h«.m  thuC 
ben  corrupt,  and  this  finne  men  call  rolluti(/n,  i!::i'. 
conicth  of  foure  maners :  fomtime  it  conicth  of  h.i:- 
gu-.rAingof  the  body,  for  the  humpur:*  ben  to  n:i:k(: 
and  haboundant  in  the  body  of  man;  fumcimc  cf  ii:- 
iirmitee,  for  febknc-iTe  of  the  vcrtuc  rctcntif,  as  jihi- 
iikc  niaketii  mention;  fomtime  of  furfit  of  mctc and 
drinke ;  and  fomtime  of  vilains  thou;j;htcs  that  be  d  cd  - 
clofcd  in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goch  to  flcpc,  \\  Iiii  h 
may  not  be  withoutcn  finne,  for  wliichc  men  \v,va\ 
kcpchemwkrc]y,orcllc8mr.ythcyiianefulgrcVv;!::ly, 
Remedium  Luxurite, 
Now  comcth  the  remedy  ayenft  Icchcrie,  an.!  thai 
H  "jcncrally  chaftitoc  and  continence,  tl'.at  rcfti  i  iiicth 
all  difurdinatc  mcvings  that  conR-n  cf  Iklhiy  ta!'.nt<;, 
and  ever  the  gretcr  mcricc  (hal  he  have  that  niofi  r«.- 
ftreinithrhewiLkodcnchaufin'^r.ran!urcofthi-rini;f; 
and  thi-.  is  in  two  mao'-rs,  that  is  to  fay,  cli^irtitic  in 
mariage  and  chaftitce  in  v/iclcwhood.  Now  j)j:.i:t!.(  a 
underJlf»!idc  that  matrimony  is  Icful  afl'tnihll:;^  (,l 
nun  and  •.vf.man  that  ri.*ci.ivt.n  hy  vcrtue  of  tlii^  i..i  r«- 
nicnt  the  bo.'.'.'.c  thur  »!\  whichc  thtv  mav  not  l)i-  «1..- 
pirtc.l  in  ::'!  h!r  lif,  that  is  to  fay,  whilorhat  ti")  !i*t 
i>«j:hc.  '1  l.ir,  ct  faith  the  bock,  is  a  ful  'jrct  facix  ■..  •:•  ; 
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God  made  it  (as  I  have  faid)  in  Paradi.«>  and  woU 
himfelf  be  borne  in  mariage ;  and  for  to  halowe  ma* 
riage  he  was  at  a  wedding  wheras  he  tourntd  water 
into  wine,whiche  was  the  fir  ft  miracle  thathe  wrought 
in  erthe  before  his  difcipks.  The  trewe  effed  of  man* 
age  clenfeth  fornication,  and  rcpleniihcth  holychirckr 
of  good  lignage,  for  that  is  the  eude  oi  mariage^  and 
chaungeth  dedly  llnne  into  venial  finne  becivene  hfm 
that  ben  wedded*  and  maketh  the  hertesali  on  of  hem 
that  ben  ywedded  as  wel  as  the  bodies.  This  is  venrf 
mariage  that  was  eftabliihed  by  G<Mi  er  that  iinne  b^ 
gan,  whan  naturel  lawe  wa^  in  his  right  point  in  Par- 
radis ;  and  it  was  ordeined  that  o  man  ihuld  have  bat 
o  woman,  and  o  woman  but  o  man,  as  fayth  Stint 
Auguftine,  by  many  refons. 

Firft,  for  mariage  is  figured  betwix  Crift  and  hol^ 
chirche ;  and  another  is,  for  a  man  is  bed  of  the  wo- 
man, (algateby  ordinance  it  ihuld  be  fo)  for  if  a  wo- 
man had  mo  men  than  on  than  fhuld  (be  have  mojfiedct 
than  on,  and  that  were  an-borrible  thing  before  Gods 
and  alfo  a  woman  mighte  not  plefemany  folk  at  ones  | 
and  aifu  ther  fiiuld  never  be  pees  ne  rell  among  hem» 
for  everich  cf  hem  wold  are  his  owen  right.  And  fur- 
thermore, no  man  ihuld  knowe  liisowcn  engendrure, 
ne  who  (huldhave  hi>y  heritage,  and  the  woman  ihuld 
be  the  IciTc  beloved  for  the  time  that  ihe  were  con- 
junct to  many  men. 

Now  Cometh  how  that  a  man  ihuld  here  him  with 
his  w'il,  3n<l  namely  in  two  thinges,  that  is  to  iay,  jq 


«e5 

ICriftwhan 

lire  of  the  bed 

I  gret  lordfliippe, 

bUlillMttiiirie  flie  maketh 

f-%  tlup  Biit  IMNI  ioftaiples  of  this, 

ti«t]Hf»daf  by  4ay  ought  ynoagh 

Ad^i  «IAh«ttM  Ood  M  inidi  Mt  woman  of  the 

itolowcyfor 
'  Marf  iMt  Oodt  i»ad«  woman  of 

unto  man. 
Id  Utwtf  h  Mllf,  in  trouth,  and 
«i  laiilk  Wfeyth  SelM  Pftale,  that «  bhio  (huld  love 
ftfewlMi  Crit  W««d  holy  diirdie»  that  loved  it  fo 
vd^ktthi«dlfiiriti  feftuUftnanfor  his  wif,  if 

hwVMMiiL 

that  a  waouD  IhaM  be  lubget  to  hire 
ttint  feaiWiMBt  Faeer :  firft  in  obedience ; 
i  ik%-w  ttBjflkk  cho  dccMa»  Awoman  that  is  a  wrif, 
ftfU^aalhahawlf  Iha  hath  bob  auAoritee  tofwere 
■»WJtwto"i>t*l»ha»lkfW«fhija  hofbonde,  that  is 
MWr|M<ijgatehcflHJdbcfobyri^iflic(huldaU 
%ftniahlM  III  all  haBdUe^  aBdl  ben  attempre  of  hire 
Wlf^  I  apttt  wal  that  they  teld  fet  hir  entent  to 
fiiiiMihBfhiUllli,  bat  BBI  by  qodBtife  of  hir  array. 
MB  ftyth.  Wives  that  bepappareilled  in  Hike 
parple  ae  mow  not  cloth  hem  in  JcAi 
Grift  I  fleiBt  Gregorie  l^yth  alfo,  that  no  wight  fekcth 
ytaukuaLaiiay  hot  only  for  v»ia  glorie,  to  be  honour- 
cdth*  Bwnof  the  p^.  It  it  a  gret  folie  a  womaa 

rthm  r.  s 
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Anotji^  TCmuic  tiftoA  Icithcrw  ii^  vatk  tflMlB  or 
a  womin  efiobev^stlie  fcuiii(Mpiid  of  ofeAi  D^wllidk'te 
doutethtotetMDplcdifcraUUiclbdwttlwiriidH 
withftobdcn  feCttthcr|rrtteai]itfctionv6alUf  fttvUli 
waU,  althort^  H  ii6  hr^Ae  abt  AOI)' wldb  flkkag  tf 
a  candk,  ]fct  b  the  waU  black  of  the  kyte.  taloft 
time  I  rede  tlial  nb  mAi  trnft  in  his  ewsn  pCffadUf 
but  he  beArtMigtethali  6alDplbii,or h«dicr thaoDMifi 
or  wifer  than  SalolDoo. 

Now  after  that  T  have  deda^yoa  ai  t  eim  oflhi 
Seven  Dtedly  ShiD^  atid  fom  of  hir  branofclic^  4ii 
the  remedied,  fbchlf  if-I  coude  1  vtold  tcU  yoa  tltrtti 
commaodemcAta;  hot  fo  high  dodbine  I  Icte-.tdttp 
vines  *:  oathtiet  I-  hope  to  God  they  bim  ttnkliiiB-iil 
this  tretiie  everich  of  hfcm  alle. 

Nov# fbt-aiinothe aa the fecond part  of  penittei 
fiont  in  confeflion  of  ftiouth,  as  I  began  in  thfrM 

*  fobigbdoarinelletttodhmusl  See  before  vcr.iyjg6'i  HU 
and  p.  118, 1. 14.  \  *'  tlte  ekpofitlon  of  this — I  bettte  tAtlt 
•*  tnatfteri  o^  tli«olopte  **  The  ftcUlar  dercy  in  the  tUM  it 
Chaucer  being  generally  very  ignorant,  it  would  not  luva  blMl 
in  charade^,  I  fuppofe,  to  reprefent  the  Perfune  m  a  deeptf* 
vine,  though  a  very  piou&  worthy  pheft.  The  Frere  (wfaoA!  brai 
thrcii  Iiad  the  largefl  fhareof  the  teaming  which  was  thsn  Bi  Ah 
Ihion)  it  made  to  fpeak  with  great  contempt  of  the  puoaUil 
paliufit,  ver.  7590. ; 

TM»  every  Untied  yUnf  ud  peHba 

And  yet  in  the  I^(bn*s  charafter,  ver.  40%^  we  are  told  that-* 

He  was  utti  a  lerntdwatB ,  t  cttrk. 
It  may  be  doubted  thcretore  whether  in  thefe  pafTagcs  Chaa- 
ccr  may  not  fpeal:  for  htmfelft  forgetting  crneglcdir.g  tbecBfr* 
caclcr  of  the  re|l  l^caker. 
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ch&pitre,  1  fay  Seint  Aagfuftine  faith,  Sione  is  every 
word  aode  very  dede,  and  all  that  nsefi  covciteft,  ayenft 
the  law  of  Jefa  Crift;  and  this  it  for  to  finne  in  herte. 
In  month,  and  in  dede»  hy  the  five  wittes,  which  ben 
fight,  hmng,  fmelling,  taftingor  favonring,  and  fe- 
Kng;  Now  it^  it  good  to  underftond  the  circumCbancea 
fliac  agregen  moche  every  finned  Hioa  (halt  coniider 
what  chMi  art  that  doft  the  finne,  whether  thou  be 
dbale  or  ^male,  yonge  or  olde,  gtntll  or  thrall,  free 
•r  iervant,  hole  or  fike,  wedded<or  fingle,  ordered  or 
unordered,  wife  or  foole,  clerk  or  feeder,  if  Ihe  be  of 
thy  kinred  bodily  or  goftly  or  non,  if  any  of  thy  kin-  • 
fedhave  finned  with  hire  or  no,  and  many  mo  thinges. 
'  Another  circumftaunce  it  this,  whether  it  be  don  in 
Ibrnication  or  in  advoutne  or  no,  in  maner  of  homi- 
cide or  non,  ahorriblegret  finne  orfmal,  and  how  long 
thou  haft  continued  in  finne.  The  thridde  circum-' 
fiance  is  the  place  ther  thou  haft  don  finne,  whether 
in  other  mennes  houfes  or  in  thin  owen,  in  feld,  in 
chirche,  or  in  chirchhawe,  in  chirche  dedicate  or  non ; 
for  if  the  chirche  be  halowed,  and  man  or  woman 
fpille  his  kinde  within  that  place,  by  way  of  finne  or 
by  wicked  temptation,  the  chirche  were  entcrdited 
til  it  were  reconciled  by  the  bifliop;  and  if  it  were  a 
preeft  that  did  fwiche  vilanie,  the  terme  of  all  his  lif 
be  fliuld  no  more  fing  mafie;  and  if  he  did  he  fliuld 
do  dedly  finne  at  every  time  that  he  fo  fong  mafie.  The 
fourth  circumllance  is  by  whiche  mediatours,  as  by 

itj 


be  re  cprnplgnie  .iwtb-fatoiffliip^ftrlniBy*  mMdi*. 
for  to  htn  Muviklpiwol  s»  to.tli&ciM^of^MBH 
whcrftirfc'thcf  fhut  f^gcii  W  edaiiaciptti  Ip  th«  fini 
ben  putner*^  of  tile  finptf*  tad  oirthrd^faj^Mliaii  rf 
the  finoor.  ThcfiFthcircahiftawteiii  bgwinwiHI  twN< 
that  bchath  Ua^di,  iSh  ht'nhn  mMn^mAktmwIk 
he  bath  ftlko (  §or  i^.fhit: oft  £dkth  aiifi»«iW<» 

is  unkind  t^  Cfiftfriild  he  WQxeeh-theiarioffi»M|ftti 
withftaftdfiiiiife^itldfiQficth  the  more  lij[Eht]^««ldlll« 
later  aTifcth,  add  »  more  ilow  to  flitift  iMi«;:a^ 

namely  to  him  that  hetlibeo  his  cobftflbut  Ibr.wMb- 
that  folk,  whab  they  fiiQ  ayen  tfr hir  dd  luta^  eUbcr 
they  forleten  hir  oh!  confcflbar  al  it  tteriy^  ac«lkt«hBf 
departen  hir  AifiA  m  divcfl  piacek  t  hot  flaOiJy-.SmUim 
departed  ihrift  deftffveth  nb  mefcie  .«<  Ood  ite  Mi 
fianea.  The  fijtle  cil'cQiiiftaoee  ia^^i^hy  Chat.ii  atas  iat 
neth,  as  by  what  teinputioOi  ind  If  himfelf  prftend 
thilke  temptatibii,  or  by  (izciting  of  other  fbUk, -or  if 
he  fiane  with  a  Womab  by  foi^ce  or  by  hire  oweti  af^ 
fcnc,  or  if  the  woman  maugre  hire  bed  have  bea  tm* 
forced  or  non ;  this  (hal  flie  tell,  and  wheder  it  wefi 
for  covetife  or  poverte,  and  if  it  were  by  hire  proctH 
ritij;  or  non,  and  fwiche  other  thinges.  The  fei^ntli 
circumflance  is,  in  what  maner  he  hath  don  his  fifine^ 
or  how  that  (he  hath  fufiered  that  folk  have  don  t6 
hire :  and  the  fame  (hal  the  man  tell  plainly,  with  all 
the  circunillances,  and  wheder  he  hath  dnned  with 
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eofkimna  borddl  wotntfiio^noti,  6r  don  his  finnfe  ialiolj 
tilii«9  tr  opBy.ia  laAiag  times  or  oojd,  or  before  hie 
ihrtft,  or  altet  Jiil  btcr  JOknh,  and  hath  penvcnturs 
hroken  therby  his.  peiuill«e  cnjoinedy  by  who*  helpc: 
or  whok  coMeiU  by •(brccrii!  or  crafte ;  ail  tnuft  be  told, 
All  thile  tlkkogesk  ^fier  that  they  beti  gret  or  Dnalei 
#iifrcgfep  die  OQufekflcc  of  man  or  uomaa.  And  eke 
the  preeA  ibot  m  thy  j«ge  may  the  better  be  tvifed  of 
hit  jvgemtnt  hi  yevi«g  i$i  pfclMlice,  And  that  ihal  be 
alter  thy  c^iMriiiffa't  fer  underftdndwel  that  after  the 
tiaae-that  an|ao<hdUhde£bttlfedhisb«^tiiinebyfiniie 
if  he  wnl  coQif  to  il^Yatilm  ther  it  nott  other  way.  bet 
1^  pcoanoet  aod  ibrifte«  tfDd  ikUafsKlSien:;  and  nunely 
by  the  two,  if  chcr  h6  a  ednfefiber  to  whom  he  oray 
ihriye  him^  ind  that  he  firft  be  Yeray  Contrite  and  rc« 
pentadfe,  and  the  thridde  if  he  have  lif  tb  fcditrme  it. 
Than  ihal  a  manloke  and  toofider  that  if  he  wol 
make  a  trewe  and  a  profiuble  canitiBoii  tbcr  m»&  be 
Ibure  fcondittoiM.  Firft,  it  noofl  be  in  forowful  bitter- 
AeiTe  of  herte,  as  fayth  (he  King  Ezechielto  God,  I 
wol  remember  all  the  yertf  s  of  my  lif  in  the  bitternefle 
of  my  hekrt^.  This  condition  of  bittcrnciCe  bath  five 
fignes ;  the  6r{i  is  that  confeflion  muft  be  (hamefaft^ 
not  for  to  coveren  ne  hide  his  finoe,  bat  for  he  liath 
agilted  his  God  anddefoilled  his  fbule:  and  hereof 
fayth  Seint  Aoguftin,The  herte  travaileth  for  (hame 
of  his  finne,  and  for  he  hath  gret  ihanifaftnefle  he  it 
digoe  to  have  gret  mercie  of  God.  Swiche  was  the 
wnfeflioa  of  the  Publicah  that  wold  n3t  heve  up  hit 
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eyen  to  Ittiftn  for  be  had  offiwdad  iHid  fcf  iiwwtf,  §at 
which  (hunefaftneffe  he  fa«d  apbftAt^lPtlity  of  GoA|f 
and  th^(»vfaith  Seint  Aug:vftio!t)  tlifltfMiclicihiHf^ 
faft  folk  ben  next  fbryeventficaiid'irfeftytf  Anotei 
ii^e  islrainllitee  in  coiifeffioto,'of>^«duf<iiiydfc-Uir 
Peter j  Humbleth  yon  ondeir^  cho  ikiiglif  «IOodV^ 
bond  of  God  is  mighty  in  <otifitffiogy-foi<JrlftityQ<i 
foryeveth  tbetothy  finoet,lbrtaftaUiBie]utlrtU*]MM|raRr' 
And  thia-MimiUtctt  flial  be  tft  bdrce  idd  itt  figoew^ 
warde  ;  fiH*  right  ia  be  bathihvhlilitM  CoOod  btllv 
berte,  right  fo  ibuld  be  bumble  hit'body  ontwud  M*' 
the  preeft  tbat  fittetb  io  Goddes  pkce  $  fbr- wfakkl* 
no  manier)  fith  tfaftt  Criuufovcrainef  add^ciie  fWtrfU 
ni£nc«ad  Miediatbttr  betwix  Grift  and  tkc-tmaetjiifS 
thd  firirter  iahifl  by  way  of  refon;  than  ikiild  aoitltf 
finner  fitkfr  whigb  as  bis  conf(^(bor,biit  IcnelcfbdMt 
him  or  at  bit  feet,'but  if  maiadie  diflronMe  it  3  for  be 
ihat  not  talce  kepe  who  fittetb  tbef  ,  but  in  wbtoa  plMt 
he  ficceth.  A  man  that  bath  trefpaffed  to  a  lord','  ttid 
Cometh  for  to  axe  mercie  and  maken  his  accorde,and 
fetteth  him  doan  anon  by  the  lord,  men  wolde  holdtf 
him  outrageoait,  and  not  worthy  fo  fone  for  to  hawi 
remifiion  ne  mercy.The  thridde  (igne  is,  that  tbeibrtft 
ihald  be  ful  of  teres,  if  men  mowen  wepe,  and  if  tiiey 
mnwc  not  wepe  with  hir  bodily  eyen  than  let  bem 
wepe  in  hir  hcrte :  fwichewas  the  confcllion  of  Seint 
Peter,  for  after  that  he  had  forfakc  Jefu  Crift  he  went 
cut  and  wept  ful  bitterly.  The  fourth  figne  is  that 
he  ue  Icte  net  for  fiiame  to  ibrive  him  and  ihewe  hlf 
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tmifeffion ;  fwicfae  was  the  confeffion  of  Magddeitief 
that  ge  QHifed  Ibr  no  fliBme  of  heafi  that  Wcttn  at  the 
Itfte  to  go  to  our  Lord  Jefa  Cf  ift  and  beknowe  to  htm 
Idre  finnes.  The  ifthe  figne  it,  that  a  man  or  a  wo-  ' 
loan  he  oheifant  to  receive  the  penance  that  hem  it 
tajoincd,  for  cartes  Jefu  Criil  for  the  gilt  of  man  Wat 
obedient  to  the  deth. 

'  -The fecond  conditioti  of  veray  confeffion  il,  that  it 
l^haftily  don ;  fortertes  if  a  man  hadde  a  dedly  woond, 
ever  the  leoger  that  he  taried  to  wariflie  himfelf  the 
iqaort  wold  it  corrupt  iud  liafte  him  to  hit  deth,  an4 
aUb  the  wound  wold  be  the  werfe  for  to  hele.  AaA 
ylgfac  fo  fareth  fidde  that  loilg  time  i«  in  a  man  onihcw^ 
•d  t  certet  a  man  ought  haftily  to  fhewe  his  finnes  fbr 
syiany  caufes ;  as  for  dredc  of  di:th,  that  cbmeth  ofc 
fodenly,  abd  is  in  no  certain  what  timt  it  ihal  be  ne 
in  what  place ;  and  eke  the  drenching  of  o  finoK  draw- 
tth  in  anothisr  \  and  alfo  the  lenger  that  he  tarieth  thd 
lenhe^  is  he  fro  Crift ;  and  if  hi  abide  td  his  hft  dmf 
fcarccly  may.  he  (hHvehkn,  or  remembre.him  of  hii 
iinnes)  or  repent  him  for- the  grevous  maladie  of  hit 
deth*  An4  for  as  moche  as  he  ne  hath  in  bis  lif  her* 
kened'Jefu  Orift  whari>l\e(hAth  fpokeli  unto  him,  he 
|hal  crie  onto  our  I.Ordat  his  lad  day^  aod  fcArcely 
wol  he  herken  him.  And  imderilondc  that  this  con- 
dition muftfe  have  foure  thingfcs;  fir  ft  that  the  fhrift 
be  purveydl  afore,  •«nd  avifedi  for  wicked  hail  doth 
not  profite ;  and  that  a  man  con  (hri  ve  him  df  his  finnes^ 
1^  it  of  pride'*  or  efSvie^-afld  h  forth,  with  the  C<^Um 
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and  circomftances,  andTthit  lie  have  ( 
hih  mi  ode  the  oombre  and  the  gretnifleof  W  §Mt^ 
and  how  bnge  he  hath  lien  in  finn^  and  cietlwtW 
be  contrite  for  his  fiones,  and  be  m  lledfaft  pinpetf 
(by  the  grace  of  God)  never  efte  tolill  into  finiM}  Mil 
alio  that  he  drede  and  coontrewaite  himlclf  that  lit 
flee  the  occafioiu  of  finneto  whicHeheismdiiicd;  aP 
fo  thou  fliak  {brive  thee  of  all  thy 'finoeito  o  oyOH  aid 
not  parcehncie  to  o  man  and  fwreelmek  Co  anothir^ 
that  is  to  anderftonde,  in  entent  to  depart  thj  conftl^ 
iion  for  ihanie  or  drede,  for  it  is  but  ftrangling  ofllq^ 
foule ;  for  certes  Jefa  Crift  it  entieriy  all  good,  itf  bfatf 
1$  non  ImpeHe^ion,  and  theifore  either  he  futyavttfi 
all  parfitly  or  ellet  never  a  dele.  I  fay  not  that  if  tha« 
be  aiTigned  tothy  penitenccr  for  ccrtainfinoethat  tMV 
art  hounde  to  flicvre  htm  all  the  remenant  of  thy  tamti 
of  \vhiche  thou  haft  ben  fliriven  of  thy  curat  bat  if  li 
like  thee  of  thya  humihtee;  this  is -no  departing  at 
ihrift :  ne  I  fay  not,  ther  ai  1  fpeke  of  divifion  tf  co»* 
fcHion^that  if  thou  have  licence  to  Ihrive  thee  toa  dil^ 
Crete  and  an  honeft  preeft',  and  wher  thee  liketh,  an^ 
by  the  licence  of  thy  curat,  that  thou  ne  mayeft  wd 
ihrive  thee  to  him  of  all  thyTinnes:  but  lete  nobhiC 
be  behind ;  lete  no  finne  beuritolde  as  fer  as  thou  haft 
remembrance.  And  whan  thon  (halt  be  fliriven  of  thy 
curat  tell  him  eke  all  thefinnes  that  thou  haft  don  fith 
thou  were  lafte  fliriven :  this  is  no  wicked  entente  of 
divifion  of  flirift. 
Alio  the  veray  fliriftazetb certain  conditiom.  Firft| 


|t<HiMli|iJHl<lyHj»<fcy3icewUl,  not  conftrdned» 
*e  te  AiM  4f  lUkflK  for  makdie,  or  fwiehe  other 
ytiiUpWifaitil  tdmk  thit  Ibo  tbat  trefpsfletb  by  hit 
frM  wflE  ite  hf^  iiw  fr«e  ViU  ho  amfeSe  his  trefpas, 
||a4ttejMaojdMri»9Dtdlehtifiiiiiebothitnfelf;  ne 
^fttlliat«iy|ic4eiiy|ii4finiie,iie  wrath  him  ayenfl 
tlieijvecft&roiiioBieftiiighiiiitoh^tehisfinne.  The 
Ibeood  onadirioB  u»  tfatt  thy  flirift  be  lawful,  that  is 
to  lay».  that  Iboa  chat  OuntA  thee,  and  eke  the  prceft 
dutt  licrMlt  Ay  oooAfion,  be  Teraily  in  the  fcith  of 
lioly  cfaiRk^.aod  that  a  num  oe  be  oot  difpeired  of 
Iho  SKNile'of  Jcfii  Crift,  as  Cain  and  Judas  were.  And 
che  «  man  nmftc  accule  himielf  of  his  owen  trefpas, 
and  not  another ;  bnt  he  Ihal  bUme  and  wite  h  imfcife 
of  hit  owen  aialioe  and  of  his  fione,  and  non  other : 
but  nathefeiifthat  another  man  be  enchefun  or  en  ti- 
ter of  bia  finno,  or  the  efiate  of  the  pcrfbn  be  fwiehe 
by  which  hit  fiose  is  agregged*  or  elles  that  he  may 
noi  pliunly  ihrlve  him  but  he  tell  the  perfon  vvith 
wbidw  he  hath  finned,  than  may  he  tell,  fo  that  his 
cotcntne  be  not  to  backbite  the  perfon,  but  only  to 
dedare  hit  confeffion. 

TkOtt  no  fluk  not  aUb  make  no  lefinges  in  thy  con- 
ftflij)pfiwhiunflitee,peraTentttre.to  fay  that  thou  had 
oommitted  and  don  fwiehe  finnes  of  which  that  thou 
newerenevergilty;  forSeint  Auguftioefayth,  If  that 
thoaybecanfeofthib  humilitee,makeft  aleling  on  thy- 
lel^  though  thou  were  not  in  iinne  before  ytt  arte  thou 
than  in  fione  tburgh  thy  Icilng.  Thou  muft  alio  {hew 


fti6 

thy  fione 

and  Bot  hf  no  kttor  {te  tlMa4hallHft  im'^Mim 
thoo(hiltlMifctlwib>mtairhffPinli'<ai.-T>n<  $iM 
Boc  eke  pdotthycopfeflfaa  with  faJre^faliM  Kilt 
des,  tocoftfdieBiwethy  imKt<M'tiiMili|,fliii  t>i< 
thyfelf  andnoc  thflpn^F  thQ«nBfttdl4tpldid|ji 
be  it  never  C»  fbnle  ae  fo  Uorrihle.  TImAi  ftil|dl* 
Ametbet  toaptccftthtr  lidifcrett  to  oMdtffi*  itei 
axid  eke  dum  ilult  BOt  flirWc  tluw  l»ff  TftiB*  glbili^al 
for  ypocrtfic,  nefbr  BO  ciufe,  but  only  fcv  tlicteil 
of  Jefa  Criftand  the  heki  #f  thy  fetil«.  Thoa  ilwllLMi 
eke  renae  to  thepreeft  al  fodooly  to  t^  hiaft  HjlM^ 
thy  finne,  at  who  telkth  a  japoo»  a  tale,  b«»  m^Wmf: 
and  with  good  devotion  |  and  geneioUy  flirifatlilt 
oftc :  if  thoB  of  to  &U  ofte  arife  by  coafcffioB.  Ai4  - 
though  thoo  fhrWe  theeofter  than  oaes  of  finoo  wU4 
thou  haft  be  (hriven  of  it  is  more  merite;  and,  aiift/lfc 
Scint  Aug;ofl9ne,Thoa  fiiak  have  the  more  ligluly  ivi 
lefe  and  gmce  of  God  both  of  finne  and  of  peUM.  Aad 
certes  onei  a  yere  a(  the  left  way  it  i»  lawful  lofai 
houleled,  for  fothely  ones  a  yere  ail  thinges  in  thear* 
the  renoyelen. 
Explicit fieunJa  part  penUentia^  etfcfuitur  i<rUa  ptHrs* 
Now  have  I  toldyou  of  veray  coRfeffioa,  that  iatbt 
feconde  part  of  penitence ;  the  thriddc  part  i«  fttiP 
fa(5kion,  and  that  ftont  nioft  gcner^ly  in  almc fie  dedt 
and  in  bodily  peine.  Now  ben  ther  three  maaer  of 
almefie;  contrition  ofherte,wheraman  offrethhiiiH 
felftoGod}  another  is  to  have  pitQc  of  the  dcfaatc  of 
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his  neighbour ;  and  the  thridde  is  in  ycving  of  ^'i^ood 
confcil  goftly  and  bodily  whcr  as  men  have  ntdc, 
and  namelj in  fuftenance  of  mannes  food.  A  nd  take 
kepe  that  a  man  hath  ncdeof  thifethinges  jj'.iicrally ; 
he  hath  hede  of  food,  of  clothing,  and  of  hcrlxrow, 
he  hath  aede  of  CharitaMe  coiifdlling  and  vifi: -n^r  in 
prifon  and  in  maladic,and  fepulture  of  his  dcd  hody. 
And  if  thou  maieft  not  yifite  the  nedeful  in  prifon  in 
thy  perfun,  vifite  hem  with  thy  meffage  and  rhy  yrf- 
tc»:  thife  ben  generally  the  almeflcs  and  wcrV.c-.  of 
chariteeofhem  that  have  temporel  richcfic*-  or  «iifc  r^ - 
tion  in  confeiUing.  Of  thifc  werkcs ilialt  thou  hrrcu 
at  the  day  of  dome. 

This  almelTcfhnldeftthnu  do  of  thyproprc  ihinprs, 
and  haftily  and  privdy,  if  thou  niayrft;  but  n  iIi.  l^a 
if  thou  mayeft  not  do  it  privdy  thou  fti:\Itii«/t  fu'iKr.; 
to  do  almcfl'c  though  men  fee  it , fo  th:it  it  br.  fioL <!<  M I  i'  I 
thanke  of  the  world,  but  only  to  have  thasi!  .•  *ji  Ji  T  i 
Crid;  for,  aswitneflftth  Scint  Mnrhc-  .ve,  //•.-/.  v.  A  ci- 
tee  may  not  be  hiil  that  is  fctte  on  :i  n  c::;-.;ni:5  *,  dc. 
men  light  not  a lanrernc to  put  ir  uiKicra  ''i  i'^i  1!,  !)•:!: 
fettenituponacandleAiokc,toliuIu(.>iitii(-ii.t  n  \u  il  j 
hous:  rightfo  (hal your  light  11  j2;)itci)b(  fi.rcpv.u,  tlut 
they  mowe  fee  your  good  werkcs,  and  '^\iii'iC<c  \ our 
fader  that  is  in  heven . 

Now  as  for  to  fpeke  of  bodi'y  p^'ine,  ii  ll  .\f  in 
praiers, inwakingjinfdfting,:^..^!!  vertuoust'j  'r.'.':  ;. 
Of  orifons  ye  fliul  underftoiid,  that  orifon  > ;  r  ^  r:- Vv  .>. 
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Is  to  fay  «  pitoiit  win  of  heite,  tbtt  lettidi  k  k  Go^ 
;indezpreflbth  itliTwordmitwanl,  toiqnetgbOTii% 
andto  have  thinget  fpiritftel  and  piTdnrabktMidftt» 
time  temporel  tbioges ;  of  which  orifoiu  oertetiB^ 
crifoo  of  ^tpatmr  infier  hath  Jefo  Crift  **m'*«^«"*  mA 
thinges :  certes  it  it  privileged  of  thrcethiogsiiB  hil 
dignitec,  for  whiche  it  i%  more  digne  than  wuf  odMr 
prayer,  for  that  Jcfu  Crift  himielf  made  it ;  aaditai 
lliort,  for  it  Ibuld  be  coude  the  more  lightly,  andli 
hold  it  the  more  efie  in  herte,  and  helpe  himfrlf  ^ 
ofter  with  this  orifon,  and  for  amanflittld  be  the  left 
wery  to  fay  it»  and  for  a  man  may  not 
lerne  it,  it  is  fo  (horte  and  fo  efie,  and  for  it  - 
hendeth  in  himfelf  all  good  prayers.  The  ezpofitka 
of  this  holy  prayer,  that  b  fo  excellent  and  fo  digMb 
1  betake  to  the  maiilers  of  theologie ;  lave  thuanodMI 
\v(ft  I  fay,  that  whan  thou  prayeft  that  God  flmld  jbr* 
yc  vc  thee  thy  giltet  as  thou  foryeveft  hem  that  bavB 
agikedthce,  be  wel  ware  that  thou  be  not  out  of  chin 
ritce.  This  )ioly  orifon  amcnufeth  eke  venial  finae^ 
and  therforc  it  apperteineth  fpecially  to  penitence. 

This  prayer  mud  be  trewely  fayd,  and  in  perfed 
fcith,  and  that  men  prayen  to  God  ordlnately,  dif« 
crctcly,  and  devoutly  :  and  alway  a  man  fbal  put  hit 
•will  to  be  fiibgctte  to  the  will  of  God.  This  orifon 
tnud  eke  be  fayd  with  grct  humblefTe,  and  ful  pure 
and  boneilly,  and  not  to  the  annoyance  of  any  man 
pr  woman  :  it  muil  eke  be  continued  with  werketof 
fharitee:  its^vaileth  eke  ay  end  the  vices  of  the  foule; 
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§iir^  tt  (ayth  Seint  Jerome,  By  &fting  ben  faved  thd 
vices  of  the  flefli,  and  by  prayer  the  vices  of  the  foaled 

After  this  thou  fliak  andr  rftonde  that  bodily  peind 
ftont  in  waking ;  for  Jefu  Crift  (ayth.  Wake  ye  and 
pray  ye  that  ye  ne  enter  into  wicked  temptation.  Ye 
Ihol  underftondaUb  that  £afUngiitont  in  three thinges, 
in  forbering  of  bodily  mete  and  drinke,  in  forbering 
•f  woiidly  jolitee,  auid  in  fbrberinjr  of  dedly  iinne ; 
this  is  to  fay,  that  a  man  ihallkepehim  frodedly  finnd 
with  all  his  might. 

And  thou  (halt  underftonde  alfo  that  God  ordeined 
IdUng,  and  to  facing  apperteineth  foure  thingeK ; 
largenefiie  to  poure  folk,  gladnefle  of  hertc  fpirituel^ 
act  to  be  ang^  ne  annoied,  ne  gratch  for  he  faileth, 
and  alfo  refonable  houre  for  to  ete  by  mcfure,  that  is 
to  fay,  a  man  (hal  not  ete  in  untinie,  ne  fit  the  longer 
at  the  table  for  he  fafteth. 

Than  (halt  thou  underftonde  that  bodily  peine  flont 
in  difcipiine,  or  teching  by  word  or  by  writing,  or  by 
eofample,  alfo  in  wering  of  here  or  of  (lamiH,  or  o£ 
habergeons  on  hir  naked  fleih  for  Criftes  fake.  But 
ware  thee  wel  that  fwiche  maner  penances  n€  make 
not  thin  herte  bitter  or  angry,  ne  annoied  of  thylelf, 
for  better  is  to  cad  away  thin  here  than  to  cad  away 
the  fweteneiTe  of  oar  Lord  Jefu  Crift;  and  therfoe 
fayth  Seint  Poule, Clothe  you  as  they  that  ben  cho' 
fen  of  God  in  herte,  of  mifericorde,  deboiiairtee,  fuf^ 
firance,  andfwiche  maner  of  clothing,  of  whiche  Jefu 
Criftismore  nlcfcd  than  with  the  heres  or  haber^eont^ 


tso  T««.nji«onuiT 


fcourging  with  yardc%  in.  knclifeg^iB  tfifaiiMiM»Ji 
iuffnng  patfenUy  mviigef  tint  WiLdtato  to  thMi  la^ 
eke  inpatiefit  fsilntogofinaladH^orkfiigofMrift 
]y  catel,  or  wif,  or  chiid»  or  othcr-frBnieiu  ^ 

Than flialt thou  MHiti  iftnnilwlirli  iliingn  JJiiri 
ben  penmcc,  andthii  binCuMre  aUncrfc;  thpl  h,  Ji<lln 
ihame,  hope,  ftod  wanhofie,tfakt  Viddj^miiM.  Ail 
for  to  (][)elte  firft  i>f  drcile,  for  whkk  h»  wctoatkilM  . 
he  may  fufiire  do  penance,  ther  syeaft  h  wittirtigfcr 
to  thihke  that  bodily. penanec  »  b«t  ihort,  aadllMl  H 
regard  of  the  ptAoc  of  hcUe,  that  ia  l<i  brwl  Mi  ft 
longe  that  it  Isftccb  iritbouteA  efide* 

Now  ayeaftthe  ikame  that  a  man  batik  to  ftrifi 
him,  and  oamelythiie  ipocritct,  that  widdb€b«IA» 
fo  parfit  that  they  haTe  do  nedetoihrive  htmiCfMI 
that  (hame  fhuld  a  man  thtnke»  thkt  by  way  of  tttm 
he  that  hathAotbenafluuKiedtodoCimfetbiiiyei^CBtttO 
him  ought  not  he  afhairicd  to  do£Edrethiqgea,«iiddMi 
h  confeiliont.  A  man  fliald  alio  thioke  that  Godftcill 
jirid  knowcth  al  his  thougrhtes,  and  al  htewerket,nd 
to  hinr  may  nothing  be  hid  ne  coTered.  Men  fliaM 
eke  remembre  hem  of  the  ftiame  thst  is  to  come  at 
the  clay  of  dtime  to  hem  that  ben  not  penitent  in  thii 
prcfent  lif;  forftll  the  creatures  in  heven,  and  inertbc^ 
and  in  helle,  Ihul  fee  apertly  all  that  they  hiden  iH 
thiB  world. 

KoW  for.to  fpeke  of  the  hope  of  hem  that  ben  fo 
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negligent  and  flowe  to  fhrive  hem,  that  (londcth  in 
twomaners ;  that  on  is  that  he  hopcth  for  to  I'wc  lor.(.r, 
and  for  to  purchafe  mochc  richeiTc  for  his  dclit,  aiul 
than  he  wol  fhrive  him,  and,  as  he  faycth,  h.-  may, 
as  him  femcth,  than  timely  ynough  come  to  fhrilt ; 
another  in  the  furquedrie  that  he  hath  in  CrilL .-.  ir.vi  - 
cie.  Ayenft  the  firfl  vice  he  fiial  thinke  th;it  (Mir  lif  \t 
in  no  iikerneiTe,  and  eke  that  all  the  richcfTc  in  thi.i 
"World  ben  in  aventure,  and  pafTen  as  a  (h adowc  on  a 
wall;  and,  asfayth  Seint  Grcgorie.that  it  app:rceiiicth 
to  the  grct  rightwifncffe  of  God  that  never  llr.il  tl.c 
peine  (linte  of  hem  that  never  wold  wiiluliavvi  hem 
from  finne,  hir  thankes,  but  ever  continue  in  iiiine. 
For  thilke  perpctuel  will  to  don  finne  fhall  they  1m\  e 
perpetuel  peine. 

Wanhope  is  in  two  mancrs :  the  firft  wnnhope  is  in 
the  mercieof  God;  that  other  ia  that  thiy  tlimk  tli.»t 
they  nc  might  not  lort^^  perfcver  in  goodi:.  Ife.  I  l.j 
firftwanhf'pc  comeih  of  that,  he  demetli  thi*  he  hatii 
iinned  fo  gretly  and  fo  oft,  and  fo  lon4»  iycii  lu  iin:u*, 
that  he  Ihal  not  be  faved.  Certes  ayenft  th^t  ^ii:  t^d 
wanhope (hulJehtthiiikc that  tJ-.c  pillion  of  JeliiCriiw 
is  more  ftrcnge  for  to  unbiade  than  fin!?e  islhon^  s.r 
tobindc.  Ayenft  the  fecond  watihope  he  ftial  t;ii.':ktt 
hat  as  often  as  he  fallcrh  he  may  arifen  ficr^nii  bv  i..  - 
nitcncc  ;  and  though  lie  never  fo  loiige  h.;:h  ly.ii  ;.i 
fitme  the  mercie  of  Crift  is  ahvay  rcdy  to  n-i  r'-  v  !  ;ni 
to  mercie.  Ayenft  tha:  wanhope  rh:it  he  ;L«i..:h  I.^: 
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ihuld  hot  long. perfever  tli  ^oocliieft^  Ite  Aft]  ihinkt 
that  the  feUeoefie  oi  the  devil  wimj  nothuis.do  but  if 
men  wol  fiifire  him  ( sfcid  eke  he  flml  ftmirfLAvf agU^  of 
the  helpeof  JeAiCrift,  andof  ftfiUic&irchc,  todctf 
the  protedioii  of  angeU>  if  him  lift. 

Than  fkiA  mai  imderftdDde  wMt  it  tfti4  inkfiifer 
nance;  andaftel-cbewordeiof  JefuCriftJIiAasiUidf^i* 
les  btiSiB  bCkcTeu,  tl^er  joye  H^h  09  cdl^trariollitce  of 
wo  ne  gritxhcet  ther  teU  bannethflBpoSedof  U)i«  pee* 
fenc  iif ;  ther  aats  fikemefie  Croilithie  poses  of  heDef 
therasistheUttfnl  compagnie  thttrejoycenhem  6vcc 
nio  everich  of  others  loyc;  ther  as  thb  body  of  mka^ 
that  whilam  was  fbule  and  derke,  is  more  clere  than 
the  fonne ;  ther  as  the  body  chac  whilom  wa»  like  an4 
freele,  feble  and  mortal,  is  immortal,  and  fo  ilroni; 
and  {o  hok  that  ther  ne  may  xtothing  appeire  it;  ther 
as  is  neither  hanger,  ne  thurfle,  ne  colde,  bat  every 
foulerepleniflied  with  the  fight  of  the  parfit  kno'wing 
of  God.  This  bh&fuiregne  niowe  men  purchaie  by  po-« 
vertcfpiritucl,  and  the  glory  by  lowlinefle,  the  plen- 
tee  of  joyc  by  hanger  and  thur ft,  and  the  reilc  by  tra- 
vailc,  and  the  Iif  by  deth  and  mortilBcacion  of  finne  : 
to  which  life  he  us  bring  th^t  bought  us  with  his  pre- 
cious blood  1  ^j»r». 

Now  preye  Ito  hem  alle*  that  herken  this  litel  tre- 

♦  Nmvfreye  Ito  bem  nfie,  tffc,2  What  followt  being  Inund, 

with  fi/mc  fm;in  variations,  in  all  complete  mff.  (I  believed  of 

'I  lu-  Ca:itcrl)ury  Talcs,  ai'd  in  b«  th  Ca.xton's  editions,  uiiich 
rvcrc  undoubtedly  printtrd  fiom  infl*.  there  was  no  pretence  to 
lca\  c  it  out  in  thi^  editi'oii,  liuwcvcr  diQlcult  it  may  be  to  j^iv^ 


TfWP£KtOMIflTALIi  ttj 

^k  or'ttAeA  tt^  lS»f  if  ther  be  Anything  in  it  that  lit 

iKtH  bemt)il^  the^of they  (^Anken  oat  Lordjeib  Crift^ 

wqr  AtfafiiAaqr  MccM0  of  iL->*>I  noftfirft  take  miticttlMtiUt 
palbiie  in  mf.  4Jk»  i»  it  introduced  by  thde  wurdar 

Sere  taiethibe  maker  bit  ' 
iAd  to  coadoded  tiy  tti^ 


Uere  pidetb  tbt  Perfint^yt  Tale. 
In  mt.  Ajk>  i,  there  \%  a  fimilar  fntrodudfon  and  conclufloa  fil 
IMok :  at  du:  begtamiitfi; — **  Hlc  caplt  auAor  lleentlam* — and 
at  theend— •**  Explicit  narratio  fLcdorit,  et  ultima  inter  nar- 
**•  rationes  hv^us  libri  de  quibua  cotnpoTuit  Chaucer,  ct^us  a- 
^  nime  propicietur  Deut.  AiMn.^—Th^t  two  iniT.  therefore, 
vuy  be  confidered  a«  agreeing  in  fubllance  with  tliofe  mfl*. 
sientkMi^  in  the  Difcour/€t  Is^c,  ^  4a,  in  which  this  paiTage 
nuUce*  part  of  The  PerfonesTale.  One  of  tbem  to  defciibed  by 
Heame  in  his  letter  to  Bagford,  App.  to  K.  G.  p.  <&5i,  a.— -la 
cd.  Oi.  a,  as  quoted  by  .<lm»»  p.  56,  it  is  clearly  feparated 
from  The  Perfones  Tale*  and  entitled — The  Prayer."-ln  the 
snfT.  hi  which  it  is  alTo  feparated  from  The  Perfones  Tale  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  feen  it  diMnguilhed  by  any  title  either 
of  Prayer,  or  Revocation,  or  R^tradation,  as  it  is  called  in  the 
Preface  to  ed.  Urr.  If  we  believe  what  is  faid  in  p.  225, 1.  4, 
Chaucer  had  written  a  diftin&  piece  entitled  his  Rttradhm^  \tk 
which  he  had  revoked  his  blameable  compofitions. — ^The  juit 
inference  from  rhefe  variations  in  the  mfl*.  is  perhaps,  that  none 
of  them  are  to  be  at  all  relied  on,  that  difTcrent  copiftshave  gi- 
ven this  paflage  the  title  that  pleafed  rhem  beft,  and  have  at- 
tributed  it  to  the  Perfune  or  to  Chaucer,  a$  the  matter  fecmcd 

to  them  to  be  moft  fuitable  to  the  one  or  the  other. Mr. 

Heame,  whofe  greateft  weaknefs  was  not  \\\%  incredulity,  has 
declared  his  fufpicion  **  that  the  Revocation  (meaning  this 
**  whole  paflage)  is  not  genuine,  but  tliat  it  was  made  by  the 
•*  monks.'*  X,App.  to  R.  G.  p.  603.]  I  cannot  go  quite  fo  far :  t 
think  if  the  monkshad  fct  about  making  a  Revocation  forCIiau- 
cer,  to  be'annexed  toThe  Canterbury  Tales,  they  would  have 
made  one  more  In  form.  The  iame  nbjcdion  lies  to  the  fuppo- 

fal  tliat  it  was  made  by  himfclf. Tlie  moft  probable  hypo- 

thells  which  has  occurred  to  me  for  the  folution  of  tliefc  diffi- 
culties is  to  fuppofe  that  the  beginning  of  tliis  paflage  (except 
the  words  orretUnit,9bovc,  1. 1 ,}  and  the  end  mi^VLc  Xv3';,c\\^\  "C^ckS^ 
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ef  whom  |iroccdcth  in-witt^  ^M^  i 

if  thcr  be  any  thin;  tlut  dtfpltfttli'kMf^iifHfe] 

alfo  that  they  arrettc  it  to  the  dcfini»aff  pq|»i 

ning,  and  notto  iny  willc,  that  iffoia  ftgftiJhi%<ftft|di 

better  if  I  hadde  had  kooaiiig;  &tr  0mm}i6km£BJA% 

AU  that  is  writeniawriccnldr  fNil«dO!^H|l|ii^ 

is  myn  entente :  wherfore  I  heSAajam-mUktifi §m 

irenuine  conrluflmi  orTbetterftmeft  Tkle,  and  ttii|.tteailMf 
part,  whidi  I  have  ericloted  becivccn  hodk>,ltinlBtMyul||Bafc 

It  muft  be  allowed,  I  tliink*  (u  I  have  McTfcd  bdmi 

the  Dijtdurft,  tstc.  S  42,]  that  the  appellation  di' Ottt  mttk 
faits  bettrr  wfthThePerftme«Ti|e  Ukcn  6iiglf  than  wMkM 
whole  wort.  The  doubt  expreffedabove»l.  s»  **  If  then  be  mi 
"  thing  thAt  dirplefeth,**  ts^c»  U  very  agreeable  to  the  aariHT 
In  which  the  Perfbtie  (jpeaki  In  hit  Prolostie,  vcr.  i7|0dL  tti| 
the  note  on  p.  ao80  The  meotkw  of**  vertay  rtfTimfnij^  ean> 
**  fcffion,  and  ratbfiidfoo,*'  in  p.  aa7t  U  i  itftema  to  fcfa  poM* 
edly  to  the  (\it»je£t  of  the  (^teakeT^i  preceding  dUfcourtbi  tSd 
the  title  given toChrift,  In  p.  tt%\'i%Pr^mfalliffr0tgSfhtmk 
peculiarly  proper  In  the  mouth  ofa  priefl.— Somuch  Ibr  tholl 
p.:rts  which  may  be  Aippofed  to  have  originally  belonfBdlrf 
the  Perfcme.  With  refped  to  the  middle  part,  1  tMnk  It  aot  !■' 
probable  that  Chaucer  might  be  perdiaded,  by  the  nXtfimt 
who  attended  him  In  his  laft  iUneft  to  revoke  or  retraA  ccih 
tain  of  his  Works,  or  at  lead  that  they  might  give  out  that  hV 
had  made  Aich  retradions  as  they  thought  proper.  In  dthef 
cafe  it  iii  pofTible  that  tlie  Tame  zeal  might  think  It  expedient 
to  join  the  Tubdance  of  thefe  retradions  to  The  Canterbury 
Tales,  the  .intidnte  to  the  poifon,  and  might  accordingly  pro- 
cure the  prefent  Ifiterpolation  to  be  made  in  the  Epilogue  tgr 
The  Perfone*  Tale,  taking  care  at  the  fame  time,  by  the  Infer- 
tlon  of  the  words  or  nd^ii  it^  in  p.  xx  3. 1. 1,  to  convert  that  E|rf» 
)o(;ue  from  an  addrefsof  thePerlune  to  lAtbearert  into  an  ad- 

drcfs  of  Chaucer  to  his  readers. But  leaving  tijcfe  vcrf 

uncertain  fpcculations  I  will  fay  a  few  words  upon  thofc  fittfc*- 
tiiiics  of'sVOi'ldty  vanitees  which  are  here  fuppcfcd  f  0  have  fic- 
ten  heavy  on  our  Author's  confclcnce. 


f 


liferffnsniBi.TAbBi  its 

lli*Mdti(rfOo4  «l^  J^  f^  ^  ^^  that  Criil 
lave  ibinfe  bf  me  tad  ibiyeve  me  iay  giites,  [and 
iriune^ii^BXittiflilSowaikacadttiageft  of  worldly 
WiiilMi^liiiTBiwh  Ircmikvminy  Retra&ions;  asl  he 
]l6ltee£tMI«l%TlKBokea1ft>of  Fimef ,  The  Boke 
of  the  ^We-end^^lW^ty  La<lies  f,  The  Boke  of  The 

#  Tte Jdb 4fff>«lte3  It  bM  ben  fiddin  the  Fffay*  ^<r4n.52« 
that  tlK'l^'eHm ii  tmimwd  ftom  the  FSoftrato  of  Boccace. 
TMfi  evMAnt  mi  flilif  ftm  die  table  and  ciMraders,  which 
iirl^aimi't  III  tatfl  peemi^  bat  att» from  a  number  of  p^ilTaget 
1e  tm^tfMli  whk*  a»  HtnaUy  tiaaflaled  from  the  Italian  x 
attiaime  tHoa  than  m  flhnni  long  paOgts  and  even  epi- 
Mw  ieithaTkOlai  ef  wlileb  there  are  bo  traces  in  the  Fi- 
kltniyaf,«riiialb  theneftrc  it  waef.  be  doubted  whetlier  Chau- 
cerJblHidded  thcai  «at  qf  fcia  oam  Inveiitlon,  or  taken  them 
eMierft»Bifeaitfee«>l«tgi  tcoyy  of  Boc«»ce*a|)ocm  than  wliat 
fw  have  tai  fi4atk.or  ftwn  fbdM  copy  interpoJated  by  another 
lawd.  Hi%aalnafUaHtifat  a  traaiUter  oar  ^x<2/rn,b.ii.  14, 
and  IB  t«mppfli|eahei|iM»tfli  hi*  awtbor  by  the  name  of  i.ol- 
Suff  b.  t.  M^-^ii  and  Wt,  i6s*'  The  Utter  palTagc  is  in 
Uie  nUbraiPk  bat  thefbmwr  (In  whkh  the  lozd  fonnct  of  Pc- 
trafch  la  Intibdiieed)  b  not.  What  he  fays  of  having  trandated 
0«t  afbatie  amd  aot  aoodce  ah^  diffienity,  as  the  Italian  lan- 
K«a|ft1i»«Ba^p»0Bly  called  .Imtim  voltare }  [fee  the  quou- 
ttoa-.ftan  theTfatMH  B'^twrfi^  b'c  n.  pj  and  Lydgate 
{JPttLmM^smi^  taHtfM^  tidS»  oa  that  Chaucer  tranflated — 
^  llMll^  vMcb  caiM  ia.riw*^ 
la  IiiiailMwJ  toaaa»  ■■  SM^  nay  i*^*  **^  ^<b*' 
ttvKr  IK^sCMiell&bOlil  haV€  a^olred  the  name  of  LolHus  and 
theTOofaatD  the  title  of  Trofte,  are  points  which  I  confe(% 
teffljH  ttBaiae  to  ttcplahu 

ffhtW^^lkmS}  Chaucer  mentions  this  among  hi?  Works 
la  tbelii,  't/6.  )K  ver.  417.  He  wrote  It  while  he  was  Comp- 
tm&er  dTtiie.CQllOniof  Wools,  l^f.  [fee  b.  ii.  ver.  144-  -8,] 
andcOoibquiiMy alter  the  year  1 374.  Secif/y.  to  Pref.  c.  vol.  I. 

X  f7HtMte^ficK've'and''tWfn(y Ladies}  This  Is  the  reading 
of  ^  the  miT. ;  ff.it  begoiufne  It  affords  a  Rrong  proof  that  this 
i^iixae^ftQota  of  Chiantti'a  Workiili^i  n6t  drawn  up  by  himfclfi 
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DuchciTe  *,  The  Boke  of  Seint  ValentinesDay  f  of  tke 

Parlement  of  Briddes,  The  Tales  of  Canterbury  |^ 

thilke  thatfounen  unto  finne,The  Bokeof  The  JL.eoo  H  ^ 

M  there  18  no  ground  for  believing  that  The  Legende  of  Good 
Women  ever  contained,  or  was  intended  to  contain,  the  hi- 
ftories  of  five-and-twenty  ladiec.  See  the  note  on  ver.  4481. 
It  is  poflible  houcvcr  that  xxv  may  have  bcfen  put  by  mittakd 
for  xix. 

♦  The  Boke  of  The  Ducb^el  See  the  note  on  ver.  4457.  CHte 
miglit  Iiavc  imajvined  that  thi»  poem,  written  upon  a  particu- 
lar occarion^was  in  all  probabilitymi  original  compofition  ;  but 
upon  comparing  the'portrait  of  a  beautiful  woman,  which  M. 
de  Ij  Ravalicre  [Pc*?/.  du.  R.  cUN.  Gloff.  v.  Belee}  hat  cited  from 
mf.  Du  Roit  N  ®  76 ix,  with  Chaucer*»  dcfcription  of  his  hero- 
ine, [ver.  817,  etfiq.2 1  lind  that  feveral  line*  in  the  latter  are 
literally  tranllated  from  the  former ;  I  ihould  not  therefore  be 
furprifed  if  upon  a  further  examination  of  that  mf.  it  Ihould 
appear  that  our  Author,  according  to  his  ufual  pradice,  had 
burrowedaconfiderablepart  of  liis  work  from  fomeFrench  poet. 

f  Tbe  Boki  of  Seint  t'alentines  Day^  IS^cJ}  In  the  td\tx..Tbejtf' 
fembUe  ofFouUs.  Chaucer  himfelf,  in  The  Leg.  ofG,  tV.  ver.  41 9< 
calls  it  The  Parlement  ofh'oules.  See  the  note  on  ver.  ipao,  and 
App  to  Ptef,  C.  note  {e.}  vol.  I. 

t  Tbe  Talcs  of  Canterbury, IS't'.']  If  wefuppofe  thatthispaf- 
faji^c  was  written  by  Chaucer  himfelf,  to  malce  part  of  the  con- 
elufion  of  his  Canterbury  Tales,  it  muft  appear  rather  extraor- 
dinary that  he  Ihould  mention  thofe  Tales  in  this  general  man- 
iicr,  and  in  tlic  inidft  of  his  other  Works;  it  would  have  been 
more  natural  to  have  placed  them  either  at  the  beginning  or 
at  the  end  of  his  catalogue. 

!i  Tbc  3:k:  of  The  Leon2  This  book  is'alfo  afcribed  to  Chaucer 

by  Lydgatc,  [Pro/,  to  Doccjce,"}  but  no  mf.  of  it  has  hitherto 

beta  difcDvered.  It  may  poflTibly  have  been  a  tranflation  of  Xff 

iiii  du  Liout  a  poem  of  Guillamnc  de  Machaut,  compofed  in 

the  year  i  342.  ylcad.  des  Jnfc.  t.  xx.  p.  379,  408.  Some  lines 

from  this  poem,  as  I  appreiicnil,  are  quoted  in  tlie  GlolTary  to 

y-j.y:  if:i  P.oi M'  N.  v.  .Irroufers  BacbJcr. — ^'\\cW\cx  n^cCvuj- 

j>o/i^  Lhuna  of  Cii.iuccr'a  cxcc'/Aoua.V»\c'^'o\.\i"vo\cv.\t.\i^wi 
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find  many  an  other  Boketi,  if  they  were  in  my  remem- 

braunce,aod  many  a  Song  and  many  a  lecherous  Lay, 

Crift  of  his  grete  mercie  forycve  me  the  fmnc !  but  of 

The  tranflation  of  Boesof  Confolation  ,and  other  Bokes 

of  Legendes  of  Seints,  and  of  Omciies,  and  Moralicc, 

and  Devotion,  thatthanke  I  oure  Lord  Jcfu  Crid  and 

his  blisful  mother,  and  alle  the  feinces  in  hcvcii,  bo 

fekinghem  that  they  frohensforth  unto  my  ly  ve?  endc 

fende  me  grace  to  bewaile  my  giltes,  and  to  ilcdicn 

to  the  favation  of  my  foule,]  and  graunte  me  grace, 

of  verray  penance,  confcflion  and  fatisfadion  to  don 

in  this  prefent  lif,  thorgh  the  bcnignc  grate  of  liini 

drawn  up  by  himfelf  or  by  any  otlicr  perfon,  it  is  unaccount- 
able that  hU  tranflation  of  the  kom.  de  la  Rofc  Ihould  Uc  omitted. 
If  he  tranflated  the  whole  of  that  very  extraordinarv  coi?i|io- 
fition  (as  i*  moft  probable)  he  could  fcarcc  avoid  being  j^-iilty 
of  a  much  greater  licentioufncfs  in  fcntiment  as  well  as  didion 
than  we  find  in  any  of  his  other  writings.  Ilis  tranil.ition,  as  we 
have  it,  breaks  off  at  ver.  5  370  of  tlie  original,  [ver.  58io,cd. 
Vrr.2  and  bcjjinning  aga4n  at  ver.  i  IZ53,  ^"^^  imperfect  at 
vcr.13105.  Inthelatterpart  wehavcaltIongj»roofofthenoi;li- 
gcnce  of  the  firll  editor,  who  did  not  pcnc  Afc  tliat  two  leave* 
in  his  tnf.  were  mifplaccd.  Tlie  pair.ijje  from  ver.  701  3  to  ver. 
7061  incl.  and  the  paOage  from  ver.  7157  to  ver.  7304  incl. 
fhould  be  infcrted  after  ver.  7 160.  'I'hc  later  tditorK  h;ivc  all  co- 
pied this,  as  well  a»  many  other  blunders  of  Icfb  C"  "ilci.juencc, 
which  they  muft  have  difcovercd  if  they  had  coiiiulttd  the 
Fiench  original.-- — A  bacheler  who  dances  with  Franchifc  is 
laid  to  rcfetnble 

The  I.oFdcs  finne  of  Wyndeforc  ■  R .  R.  vcr.  1 2  ^O. 

This  feemii  to  be  a  cor>);)liment  to  the  younp;  princes  in  i^t-no- 
ral,  Tatlier  than  to  r.ny  particular  fon  of  Kdward  III.  \\  lio  is  cerr 
tairly  meant  by  the  Lord  of  Windfor.  In  the  riciich  it  i« 
l-.:«pjy — i:f:n,i:oit  c/ii  ejilz  J-,  Roy. 


thai  is  King  of  Mnges  and  Preftc  of  allf  preflci, 
bnu^ht  uswith  the  pncinu  jblodcof  hji  Uirtt,  le 
I  moti:  ben  on  of  hem  aite  the  lane  A*f  nf  dome 
ftiullcnbeftved;  ^U^m  DfpMriilSfhitti/tMl 


.dNoti 


c.Ta1e, 


le  ChinoneiYemannes  PrdDgue 
ic  Chmonee  YeminncB  Tak, 
IB  Manciple B  Prolugue, 
ic  Manciple. Tale, 
le  Perrone.  Prologue, 
It  PcrfonelTaie, 
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linand  li&inich,  and 

1  you  aright, 

lultia  hcr^  me  tell 

loughli  knight. 

an  of  BoundUdcpid  wu  5 

knigfit-isname; 

iinheofuorilure, 

)f  mochil  g4mc. 

ixilijilnuithliT^hilhein,  initciirilE.^I'.-j'liiM- 
Ihe  humlKT  iiT  'I'dls  they  ti'Uiiil  tn  UnrTi.-  i:;il.  [I 
y  oftliofc  niJ.  in  wtiicli  it » 1  caumit  |;>>v  a  I.""  ri 
Ut  iHit  i-ln  Ira  place siBiinRStlKruX.u.iMs  "  vy 
iiEbciiiKlKniiine;  hut  Itecjurc  I  f.iidliri  i..  >.-  >;  y 
iail»uliiiirit,iiiilthentnf  m^ikrUi'UtHliPi.'i'  I 
lifth  Ti\t.  Ill  ill  thL  nilT.  it  !•  aM.-i  TAl-  I'l.lr 's 

Kit  It  uii  wlildi  iH  tiK  nll^rinm  I  h...!  y.:.-S-.:  I 
iliily  hiK  uUiulKal  it  M  Ilie  »4i.'R;'f  y--  - '  iii, 
1 39  isinulely  ilcftriheil  iiy  Lluimr  mil  <  lui .'  1 J7- 
Jlild  pUCC,  yet  I  fioil  nil  iJliiil  Jlil  inanv  ■  Is 
caaCi  1  think  (line  li  ix.t  Any  oni:  t!i  it  v.. ,::.'  lit 
a>\Mi,lhne*siiliirBlti.?'.;iccl'>'i-rV,ni'vi.,ie 
u'  1  leivetlic CqgtlnpgOBirioiii'i lUttiik.  Vi ,j. 


.»MI:tV«- 


TRK 

POETICAL  WORKS 

GEOFF.  CHAUCER. 

IN  rOUHTBZN  VOLUMES. 

THE  MISCELLANEOUS  PIECES 

Prom  VrryU  Edition  1721, 

THE  CANTERBURY  TALES 

Prom  Tfrvubkt**  Editioa  1 7  7  S* 

Crete  well  CUAUCER  whas  fc  mete—.. 
Of  ditccs  and  of  fbages  tfbMlea 
Tbe  wiiicli  hCi.  midCf 
Tlie  kmde  fWlflUed  it  over  all.  GOWIR. 

Mf  analiler  CHAUCER— cblefbpoetcnf  Bretaync-— 
IVbnB  all  this  londefcluilde  of  rygbtpreferrcy 
Sltb  of  oftr  laagife  he  was  the  lodc-fierre-*» 
TlMt  made  fljrft  to  dy  ftylle  and  nyfw 
The  gold  detre  drapyt  uf  fpechc  aad  doqoence 
Into  our  tunfethroghhbexceUeace.  LTDGATlC 

The  hoBoor  of  Englifh  toog  !•  dede— ~ 
My  mayfterCU  AUCER,  fluure  of  eloquence, 
Mirrnur  of  f  ruAuuus  entendemeoti 
Uni  verfel  fadir  in  fcicnce — 
I'bis  lundi«  verray  trefourand  richefTe-— 
I'hc  BrAc  fy  nder  of  our  fayre  langage.  OCCLEVE. 

Venerabin  CHAUCER,  priacip?!!  pcete  bat  pere, 
Ilevinly  trumpet}  orlege  and  regulere, 
In  eloquence  balme^condidl  and  dUll, 
Mylky  fountane, clerc  Ifrand^and  ruis  riall, 
or  frefche  endite  throw  Albioun  Hand  braid.       DOUGLAS. 

O  reverend  CHAUCER  !  rofe  of  rethouris  all, 
A*  in  oure  toung  flour  inapcrial 
I'hat  raife  in  Rrittane  evir,  quha  reidit  ripht 
Thou  bciris  of  Makers  the  triumphs  royall. 
The  frefche  enanult  termcs  celefliall: 
This  matercuuth  haif  iUmninit  fall  bricht, 
AVasthou  nochtfCif  (lar  Inglis  all  the  tight, 
6urm<iuntinKevery  tuung  terreftriall 
As  far  as  Mayl's  morrow  dois  midnight.  DUNBAR. 
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THE  COKE'S  TALE  OFGAMELYN. 

isow  lithin  and  liftinith,  ind 
Herkinith  you  aright, 
And  ye  ihullin  her^  me  tdl 
You  of  a  doughti  knight. 

Sir  Johan  of  Boundis  depid  was  5 

This  ilke  knight*is  name ; 
Wele  coudin  he  of  noriture, 
And  eke  of  mochll  game. 

The  CoWs  Tale  ofGamelynl  80  many  of  tlw  tnlT.  hare  thh 
Tale  that  I  can  hardly  thin^  it  could  be  pnknown  to  ^lie  for- 
mer editors  of  this  poet's  Works ;  nor  can  I  think  of  a  rcMHwi 
why  they  ncpleded  to  pubhlh  it.  PoflTibly  they  met  only  v\lh 
tbofe  m(r.  that  lud  nut  thisT^e  in  them,  and  conter.tod  theni- 
felves  with  the  number  t)f  Tales  they  found  in  thtifc  mil.  If 
they  had  any  of  thole  miH  in  which  it  is  I  cannot  give  a  u.<»o:i 
why  they  did  not  give  rr  a  i)lace  anmmgft  the  reft,  unlets  -f;ey 
doubted  of  its  bcinp  penuinc ;  but  becaufe  I  find  it  in  fi»  mai  y 
vnW.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it,  and  tficrefort  make  it  public  k.  ^v.'i 
call  It  the  tifth  Talc.  In  all  the  niiT.  it  is  dU-d  The  C<.'^c's 
TaJc.  and  therefore  1  callit  fo  in  like  mjinner:  but  hsil  IN-T.d 
it  without  an  infcription^  and  liad  been  left  tn  ms  uncy  to 
have  bettowed  it  on  wliich  (»f  the  ni'.;,rjrj)8  j  li«d  plc-ti-.',  ( 
Ihould  certainly  have  adjudged  it  to  the  SipiTc's  Ye  m  111, 
who  though  as  minutely  defcrihed  by  Chaucer  and  i  h,ir  ;■  tcr- 
iyed  in  the  third  place,  yet  I  find  no  r^le  of  his  in  any  •  '  he 
mtf. :  and  becaufif  I  think  tliere  is  not  /.ny  one  tint  vM\i!(:  t:C 
Jiim  fo  well  as  this,  I  have  ventured  to  pUicc  )'■<  p'chiie  'vioie 
th  i«  Tale,  tho*  Heave  the  CooliinpotreilJoK  of  the  title.  Uny. 

A  iij 


$  THK  C0KK*8  TAtI  Of  GAKILTff, 

Thre  fonnin  this  knight  had,  tnd  wttk 
HiB  bodi  he  chem  wan ;  20 

'the  eldeft  was  a  mbchd  ihrew. 
And  foni  he  began. 

His  brotherin  lov*d  thir  iadir. 
And  of  him  were  agafl; 

Th'  eldift  defsrvM  his  fadir't  curie,  I| 

And  had  it  at  the  laft. 

The  god^  knighU  his  fiidir  did 
"Vlive  fo  long  and  yore. 
That  Deth  was  comin  him  vato. 
And  handlid  him  full  fore.  30 

The  godd  knight  ycarid  moch. 
Sore  fike  there  as  he  lay, 
How  that  hi»  childerin  (huW 
JLy vin  after  his  day. 

He  hadd^  ben  widd  where,  bat  15 

Noon  hufbond^  he  was ; 
Alle  the  londe  which  that  he  had 
It  was  verray  purchas ; 

And  fayn  he  woldd  that  it  were 
Drcflid  among  them  all,  3« 

That  everich  of  them  had  his  part 
As  it  mights  befall. 

Tho  fent  he  into  the  contrd 
Aftir  wifd  knightis. 

To  he^pin  dele  his  londis,  and  35 

DrefTin  them  to  rightis. 


<WltAltt&Tir. 


.  If  ditt  they  WM  fpdm  wjA'ldbBi 
'"WidletiuttliewMoaUve.  40 

86m  It  thou  n^pHl^wNnB  faoff 
3%at  leki  that  he  kf  9 
Tho  heddi  thcj  oamumlrKft 
Kothir  hj  bI^  Bor  day 

Ty]lAttthc7^cmhi.«MohhD,  45 

There  athe  k]i^  hhn  ftOI, 
Upenhbaeth'iibedd^fete . 
AUdiD  Ooddiiwin. ' 

Thm  then  ftidin  die  gedi  kl4ght» 
Sdc/d  there  ts  he  ky,  59 

JLordit,  I  #anid  you  liorlbthe, 
IVxthontm  my  nay , 

t  may  no  lengir  IMi  here 
In  thia  fonnrfiil  (bond. 

For  thoraogfa  Ooddiglirill  fopteme  55 

Dene  dnwith  me  to  groiind*  / 

Then  ne  was  BO  one  of  them  a]le» 
That  herdhi  him  aright. 
That  the!  ne  haddt  modiil  nmth 
Upon  that  Okd  knight;  C9 

And  fetdd,  ffir,  &r  Godd'it  love 
Ncdifinayinyonfnoogfat, . 
God  may  don  botd  of  bald 
l¥hich  that  is  now  ywrought* 


.f- 


f  TBI  coKi^i  r£tm  »F^  OAMt  UfM 

Thenanfweridtlie«i<hefbdtltti|li4  -- 
Sikd  there  as  he  lay, 

Botdofbal^OodmsTf'fcaidit  ' 

l:woCeititnoiia]r. 

Btitlbefekdy»abiight%'   ■ 
Ai  for  the  love  of  me, 
Ooith  and  dreffith  my'lotKfit 
Among  my  fonis  tbre. 
'  >And,  frendis,  for  the  ]tff#d£OoA 
Delith  them  nat  amyi. 
And  forgettith  not  Gamllya^    '■    - 
My  yong^  fone  that  is.  ^ 

Takith  hedi  n^  that  dnc ' 
Al  well  as  to  that  other ; 
Seldome  ye  fein  any  hei^  ' 
That  helpd  woll  his  brother. 

Tho  lettin  they  the  kiftghte  ligghi 
Which  that  was  not  in  hele,  .< 
Aod  in  thei  wentin  tocoiitiladk'  ■ 
His  londis  for  to  dele ; 

For  to  delin  them;  all  to  oon 
That  was  ther  only  thought, 
And  for  that  Gamelyn  yongifl  was 
He  ihulde  havin  nought. 

Al  the  londe  which  that  there  was 
They  dchin  it  in  two, 
And  lete  Gamelyn  the  yonge 
Withoutio  londe  go. 


AftirtlKkovMwa.  > 

TTr  -rfr 'frTTflr  TT--tni|.fci 
rtmnmimhfhllKa,- 


Mm>  dK  Aqr  btdd  ywfM^t, 
A^  At  kni^  Ibm  •(h<  Me  hr 


TabitMtodCD 


8ia«diA)«dltttU, 
AnaiMMUtamrloadi.    . 

J6hu  urn  «ldift  Ibae  Ad 

Tbtt  wutD^fadir'ibcritaie 
VUk  tint  be  wu  on  live ; 

And  mf  middiSii  boC  9uU 
n«e  flowi*  hive  of  Idcid 
TiMt  I  belpe  fbf  to  getiia 
VIA  BjB  «m  (%lua  hsttd  t 


■ 

■':J 
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THE  coke's  tale  OF  GAMS] 


And  all  myn  othir  purcbafi» 
Of  landis  and  of  ledes, 
That  I  bequethe  Gamelyn, 
And  allc  my  gode  ftcdes. 

And  I  befekc  you,  gode  men. 
That  lawis  con  of  loud. 
For  Gamelyn*is  love  that 
Thos  my  bequell  may  ftond. 

Thus  delid  hath  the  gode  knightS 
His  londc  be  his  dai, 
Right  upon  his  deth'is  beddc, 
Sore  Hkc  there  as  he  lay : 
'    And  fonc  aftirwerdls  he 
Lay  as  a  flone  flill, 
And  dyid  whan  the  tyme  came. 
As  it  was  Crift'is  will. 

Anon  aftir  that  he  was  dede. 
Afld  undir  grafs  ygrave, 
Tho  fonc  the  eldir  brothir 
Begylld  the  yonge  knave. 

He  tokin  into  his  hondis 
His  londis  and  his  lede, 
And  alfo  Gamclyn  himfclf 
To  clothin  and  to  fede. 

He  clothid  liim  and  feddc  him 
Evil  andtke  wroth, 
And  leliii  his  londis  f«.r  fare, 
And  als  hi»  houfis  both ; 
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But  DStheles  certain 
1  can  right  now  no  thrifty  Tale  fain* 
But  CHAUCER,  (though  boota  but  lewedlr 
On  metres  and  on  riming  craftily ) 
Hath  fayd  hem  in  fwlche  Englifh  as  he  can 
Of  oldc  time,  as  knoweth  many  a  man } 
And  if  he  have  nut  fayd  hem,  leve  b -other, 
In  o  book)  he  bath  fayd  hem  in  another..— 
Who  fn  that  woi  his  iarf^  Volume  feke.     TALES, tvr.  4465* 

Dan  CHAUCER,  well  of  £npli(hunde£I'd, 
On  Fame's  eternal  bead-roll  worthy  to  be  fil'd-.*. 
Old  DanGr{Trey,in  whofe gentle fpi^ijht 
The  pure  well-head  of  poetry  did  dwell.~. 
He  whiin  he  li\  ed  was  the  foveraigne  head 
Offhcpherrisall SPENSER. 

Old  CHAUCER,likethe  morning  ftar. 
To  us  difcovcrs  day  from  far ; 
His  tight  thofc  mifls  and  clouds  dilTolv'd 
Which  our  da:  k  naiiui;  lon^  involved ; 
But  bedefccndingto  the  (hades 
Darknef.'  anain  the  age  invades.  DENUAM. 

CHAUCER,  him  who  firR  with  harmony  inform'd 
The  language  of  our  fat  hers-'>Uis  legends  blithe 
Hefiingufluve  or  knighthood,  or  the  wiles 
Of  buniely  life,  thro'  each  eflale  and  age 
I'hc  fafhion^  and  thefolliesof  the  world 
With  cunning  hand  portraying—— 
Him  who  in  times- 
Dark  and  untaught  began  with  charming  verfe 
To  tame  the  rudcncfs  of  his  native  land.  AK  ENSTDE. 

EDTNBURG: 
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Afur  ami  his  brothir  in 
y  waikyng  ftateiich  chare. 
And  teiii  unto  GamJlyn, 
What  ?  ii  our  mai  j^re? 

Thu  Qam^lfn  ywiMhidiiyin, 
And  fworc  b]r  Godd'i*  boke, 
Than  (halt  y  p>  bike,  lake,  thj  felf  j 
I  wol  nut  be  thy  coke. 

How,  bfothii  Gunflyn,  qood  ha, 
Thui  aofweiill  me  thou  f 
Thou  fpikJft  DC  vir  fodie  i  wdcd 
Yet  a>  ihon  dalD  now. 

By  my  faith,  feidi  Gomilyii, 
Now  me  it  thbkilh  ntde  ; 
Ufall  the  hanai>  [hat  I  (u*a 
I  nevlryiC  tokehede. 

My  parkii  bcD  y  brokin,  and 
My  deir  beo  yteved ; 
OS  mja  hanui  and  ny  llcdi* 
Nu^ht  ii  there  me  belered. 

Al  that  my  ^ir  me  bequethe 
Al  goith  now  to  Ihame, 
And  thiirc [ore  have  ihou  Oodd'ia  CDffe, 
Brathir  John  by  thy  d&ciic. 

Than  thug  bclpakm  bii  brothir, 
ThatrapiwaiufveeB, 
Stonilith  (lille,  ihou  gadilitig, 
Aui  holdith  right  ihy  peei : 


1 
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THE  COKE'S  TALE  OFGAMELYN. 

JN  ow  lithin  and  lidimtfa,  and 
Herkinith  you  aright, 
And  ye  {huUln  her^  me  tdl 
You  of  a  doughti  knight. 

Sir  Johao  of  Boundis  depid  was  5 

This  like  knight'is  name ; 
Wele  coudin  he  of  noritare, 
Andekeofmochilgame.  ' 

The  Coke's  Tale  ofGctmelynl  So  many  of  titc  mfl*.  fiare  t\\H 
Tale  that  I  can  hardly  thin^  it  could  l>e  unknown  to  ^lie  for- 
mer editors  of  this  poet's  Works;  nor  can  I  think  of  a  re.iroa 
why  they  ncplcded  to  pubhih  it.  Poffibly  they  met  only  wf-  h 
thofe  m(r.  that  had  nor  this  Tale  inthcnn,  and  conter.tcd  thcni- 
fclves  with  the  number  of  Tales  they  found  in  tlK)fc  mil.  If 
they  had  any  of  thofe  mjF.  in  which  it  i«  I  cannot  give  a  ri-;«ii»:i 
why  they  did  not  give  rt  a  place  amwngft  the  reft,  unlcis  •■hey 
doubted  of  its  bcinj;  genuine;  but  becauft;  I  t'vnd  it  in  h*  %v.:%\.y 
mir.  I  have  no  doubt  ofit,  and  therefore  make  it  pubii(  k.  ^rd 
call  It  the  tilth  Tale.  In  all  the  niiF.  it  is  cil'.jd  The  Coke's 
Talcafid  therefore  I  call  it  foin  like  manner:  but  hn»l  I  t\-T.d 
It  without  an  infcription,  and  had  been  left  to  mv  fAncy  to 
have  bettowcd  it  on  which  of  the  pil^^nms  J  h«U  plcai/it,  I 
fhould  cert.iinly  have  adjudged  it  to  the  Stjtifrc's  Ye  )M\ii, 
wlio  though  as  minutely  defcribed  by  Chaucer  and  ilur ;.  ter- 
ized  in  the  third  place,  yet  I  find  no  VAc  of  his  in  any  ;  ?'  .he 
intf. :  and  becaufie  I  think  there  i&  not  any  one  tint  w(>u!i;  (ic 
Jiim  fo  well  as  this,  I  have  ventured  t<5  place  his  p'diiie  'vibie 
this  TalCj  tho'  I  leave  the  Coo!;  In  potFeilJon  of  the  title.  Uny. 

Aiij 


14  TSX  COKB*t  TALB  OF  GAHELTtf* 

And  right  anoo  his  brochir  did. 
In  that  his  greti  hcte, 
Makia  his  manlt  fiett  ftaTii, 
This  Gamtiyn  to  bete.  S  J5 

Whan  everich  of  them  had  a  ftaff 
Into  his  hood  oomiii, 
Gamilyn  was  awart  tho^ 
He  foriaogfa  them  comiiu 

ThoGam^jniaa^themeomifi  ft4e 

He  lokid  oTir  all. 
And  wm  ward  of  a  peftil 
Stodd  andir  the  waU. 

And  Gamdyn  wasfiiUy  l^ht. 
And  thidir  gan  he  lepe,  %4S 

And  droffe  alle  his  brothei^i  men 
Bight  fond  on  an  hepe. 

He  lokid  like  a  wild  lion. 
And  laidin  on  gode  wone ; 

Tho  whan  his  brothir  feyd  that  ft5« 

He  begannd  to  gonne. 

He  fleigh  op  untill  a  loftd. 
And  ihet  the  dord  fall : 
Thas  Gamdlyn  with  his  peftil 
Made  them  all  agaft.  %S5 

Somd  for  Gamelyn*is  love. 
And  fome  for  his  envie, 
•AUe  withdrowin  them  to  halves 
Tho  he  began  to  pleie :    . 


THE  COKE  8  TALE  OF  GAMELYIT.  tf 

"What  now  ?  feide  Gamdiyn ;  brothir,  a6o 

Evil  mot^  ye  the ; 
Wolld  ye  beginnin  contek 
And  than  fo  fond  fie  ? 

Gamdlyn  fought  his  brothir  the 
^Vhithir  he  was  yflowe,  965 

And  faugh  where  that  he  lokid  out 
At  a  folere  windowe. 

Brothir,  tho  fetdd  Gam^yo, 
Ccmith  a  litil  nere, 

And  I  woll  techin  the  a  pkue  %J9 

Atte  the  bokillere. 

His  brothir  to  hym  aafwerid,  , 

And  fwore  by  Seint  Richere, 
While  the  pefiil  is  ioTthyn  honde 
I  woll  comin  no  nere.  375 

Brothir,  I  woll  makin  the  pece, 
I  fwerc  by  Crifl'is  ore ; 
Caftith  away  the  peflil  tho, 
And  wraths  the  na  more. 

1  mot  nedis,  feide  Gamdlyn,  %2o 

Wraths  mc  at  onys. 
For  that  thou  woldift  make  thy  men 
To  brekin  my  bonis. 

Ne  had  1  haddin  meyn  and  might, 
In  myn  ownc  twcy  armes,  285 

To  have  y  pufhin  them  fro  me 
They  would  have  done  meJbarmes. 

Bij 
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To  Gamel jn  iho  ie^din  Kn 
Brothir;  Be  thou  not  wrothc. 
For  to  feiii  the  havin  harme 
Ale  werin  righte  lothe. 

I  ne  dill  it  not,  my  brothir. 
But  right  for  a  fonding. 
For  to  lokio  if  thon  were  ftroog, 
And  art  fo  very  ying. 

Come  adoun  then  to  mc,  ^od  he 
And  graunte  me  my  bone. 
Of  00  thing  1  woll  aikin  the,. , 
And  we  IhuU  faughtc  fone. 

Adoun  then  camin  hu  brothir^ 
That  fikill  was  and  fell. 
And  was  fwithe  right  ibce  aghaft 
OfthatilkepeftiL 

He  fcidc,  Brothir  Gun^yn; 
Alke  me  now  thy  bone. 
And  lokc  that  you  me  blam^  but 
I  graunte  it  full  fone. 

Tho  fcidin  yongd  Gamdlyni 
Brothir  m^Tic,  I  wifs 
And  it'  we  (hulic  ben  at  one 
Thou  mud  me  graunte  this : 

Al  thcit  my  fadir  me  bequethCf 
Vv'"hilc  that  he  was  on  live. 
Thou  muftc  do  me  it  to  have, 
]f  that  wc  (hull  not  ftrive. 


3?* 


f  '•»«  cokVs  tat  . 

•*'«' went  and  kifflrfk\ 
^n<l  therefore . I,  '^'^^ 


33« 
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And  QicnJtyD  wuiDiwill 
To  wendc  (bereunto. 
Harm  pmriii  bin  mighte,  andfe 
Whit  that  he  couibi  do. 
c  Ilaw  bruthh-  mync,  quod  Oonril^, 
BrbolieSiLiiit  Ricluic 

UeklidlecNBlcie,        .  wii  ■Vi^l'o.'arTwui 

Tiiiiiiriiainoiiii^iiV  ■•■-■' -'^1^1- 

.  IIf«D  him  lor  tD  ride;         /■■■-.-niH  li:,  ■.■  vl' 
IsiB&iiKMaocniDdfvi-  '.'''  .■•-^ 

Aliltilherebefide.  .' ...  .n 

Offlediiinmjfld 

eoithaodchcfitbtlMtiMftd^"  •'' 

An  d  fparith  none  of  ille,- 

Of  fledn  oc  nf  couitf ti,  L' ' 
Tb>t  floDdittilianlKfide, 
And  t  eUiih  me,  my  gode  brtCUr, 
Whilhur  thou  yrihi  ride. 

Her*  belidu,  brothir,  il 
Y  cryid  a  wra&ling, 
And  therefore  fhilU  b«  f  fett 
A  run  and  ^  >  ring. 

lUoch  j  nmrlhip  ([  were  fothly, 
Brothir,  DDio  as  all 
Might  I  the  run  and  >li  the  tiag 
Biingin  home  to  the  KilL 


TKK  COKB*S  TAIB  OF  GAMKLTIT,'  I^ 

A  fted^  there  was  (adiltd, 
Smarth  was  it  and  eke  flete ; 
Gam^Iyn  diddio  a  peire  of  • 
Sporis  iaft  od  his  fete.  $JS 

He  fat  his  fote  in  the  ftirrop, 
Th^  ftede  he  beftrodey 
And  towardis  the  wraftUiog 
The  yongd  childd  rode. 

Tho  Gamdlyn  the  yongi  wia  3S0 

Riddin  oat  at  the  gate 
The  falfe  koight  his  own  hmthlr 
I^kkid  it  aftir  thate. 

And  he  befoughtin  Jcfa  CSirift, 
That  is  of  hevin  king,  385 

That  he  mightd  bttkili  ^  fide 
h^  that  ilk  wraftiling. 

AiTone  as  Gam^Iyi^  cam  there 
The  wraflling  plac^  was 

He  lightid  down  of  the  ftede  390 

And  ftodin  on  the  gras. 

And  ther  he  herd  a  frankelyn 
Weloway  for  to  0ng, 
And  beganin  all  bittirly 
His  handis  for  to  wring.  391 

Gode  man,  feide  Gamelyn, 
Why  makifl  thou  this  fare? 
Is  there  no  man  that  may  you  help 
Out  of  this  nicd  care  ? 


.  Alas!  feid^  this firftiik2l]ni,'  4C9 

That  evir  I  wasbore! 
For  twei^  ilalwoithd  (bait 
I  wene  I  have  forlore. 

A  champion  is  in  the  pliBe 
That  has  wrou'ghtin  me  forow,  4dJ 

For  he  hath  flayn  my  too  Ibalt 
But  if  that  God  them  borrow, 

1  wolde  givin  ten  poimdit»  i 

fie  Jefa  Crift,  and  more, 

With  the  nonis  I  fond  a  aum  410 

To  handilin  him  fore. 

Gode  man,  feidd  Gam21yn» 
Wilt  thou  this  weld  done  ? 
Holde  my  hors  while  that  my  man 
Ydrawith  of  my  fhone.  4 15 

And  help  my  man  alfo  to  kepe 
My  clothis  and  my  ftede. 
And  I  woU  into  the  place  gon 
And  loke  how  I  may  fpede. 

By  God,  fcidd  the  frankelyny  '  4X0 

It  (hall  right  fo  be  don, 
I  woU  my  iilfin  be  thy  man 
To  drawin  of  thy  ihone. 

And  wcndd  you  into  the  placei 
Swete  Jefu  Crift  the  fpede,  4%5 

And  dredc  noght  of  thy  clothit 
Nor  of  thy  godc  ftedc. 


TflC^  GOKX'S  TALK  OV  OAUSLnr.'  %t 

Barefote  and  ui^gcft  Gamdlyn 
Into  the  ringe  came,  r 

AU^  th^t  werin  in  the  place  430 

Hedin  of  him  the  name, 

'How  he  durftin  aveoture  him 
On  him  to  don  his  might 
That  was  To  doughti  a  chatnpMMi 
In  wraftling  and  in  fight.  435 

Upftert^  tho  die  champioB 
FuU  rapely  right  anon, 
Towardis  yoogd  Gramelya 
He  tho  began  to  gon, 

And  feida, Who  is  (hy  findir,  44* 

And  who  is  eke  thy  lire  ? 
Fqi^othe  thoa  art  i-gret  liole 
For  that  thou  camifl  hire. 

Anon  Gam^lyn  anfwcrid   ' 
The  ftout  champion  tho,  445 

Thoa  knewid  full  wele  my  fadir 
While  that  he  coothd  go : 

Whilis  that  he  was  oq  Utv, 
I  fwcre  by  Seint  Martyn, 

Sir  John  of  Boundis  wa»  his  iRime,  450 

And  I  am  Gamelyn. 

j9elawe,  feide  the  champion. 
So  evir  mote  I  thrive. 
I  knew  right  wele  thy  fadir 
While  that  he  was  on  live ;  4^$ 


AndtbyftUiD,  yoRge  Giro^ya, 
1  nil  that  thcu  it  hece, 
Wbili*  them  were  a  yonfi  bey 
A  roorht  Ibn-w 

ThcD  Qaii  yonge  Oam^yn, 
Andrworelu  CriU'ii  ore. 
Now  am  [  oldir  woi  thou  fb>k 
YfiiidiDiiiei.1 

Be  God,  tadi  thr 
Welcome  mot^  th^u  be ; 
Come  tliaa  onys  in  my  hoodc 
Shaltin  tbou  nevir  the. 

It  wMwelg  within  the  night. 
And  bright  the  none  flione. 
Whan  GiAiUyn  and  [he  chun^noa    ' 
TogiiHr  gu>  to  gon. 

The  dumpion  csfU  to 
To  GamtiyD  that  was  prell. 
And  Gundyn  ftodin  0111^, 
AndbadbimdDnhiihdl. 

Then  fiddca  yongi  Cam  Jlyn 
Unio  the  champion. 
Now  that  I  hsTc  fully  provid 
Many  tornti  cf  thine* 
Thnu  moftin,  ttiii  Gsniilyo, 
Prove  ooo  or  two  of  myn. 


rut  C0KE*8  TALK  OP  OAUELTlf*  %$ 

GamHyn  to  the  champaon 
Tede  fnurtily  anon, 
Of  all  the  tomU  that  he  coude    ■ 
He  fliewid  him  but  one ;  4S5 

And  keft  him  oh  the  Uftdiidt 
That  thre  ribbis  to  brak, 
And  thereunto  his  left  armi, 
That  gaf  a  grettd  crak. 

Thenfeid^^rongdGamdlya  '  490 

Smeitly  to  him  anon. 
Shall  it  be  holdin  for  a  aaSt^ 
Or  ellis  go  for  none  ? 

Bi  God»  (eidd  the  champioDy 
Whedir  fo  thatit  be,  495 

He  that  ones  comilh  in  thyn  hand 
Shallin  he  nevir  the. 

Than  feidd  the  frankdiyn,  that 
Thre  fonis  there  had  lore, 

Bleflid  be  thou»  yonge  Gam^lyn,  5  CO 

That  evir  thou  were  bore ! 

For  now  unto  the  champion 
This  have  i  for  to  feie. 
This  is  the  yoDg^  Gamelyn 
That  uught^  the  to  pleie.  $  C5 

Ayen  anfwerde  the  champion, 
Thaf  likid  nothyng  well, 
He  is  alld  their  maiftir,  and 
His  plei^  is  right  fell. 


Kisagon  lull  yore, 

B«i  I  was  ncvir  in  my  life  ■»  ^ 

Hndilidfobcfiut.  tj.-.'  :■: '. ini^.':' r 

Taoge  Gunilyn  fiadelnVtofki*.  -  f.sl  ■ 
Albme withoBtin fcrk,  ...  .-  ot  j."!'- >'iii! 
Aiidldd«,lfckmbc*9aM  .'  ::.'.i:-'ix 
Ijtetbencomitowetk.  '     ^ 

Till  iTiiiiii[iitii  iiliiiirtilimi 
IGaitainnUnlblbre,  -         ..  .,-^  •.'.•■.■■  ^ 
ItfemithbrbncaiuitiudMa'  . 
Tbat  be  wilU  no  more. 

GunilrnindieplHefads  '   • 

fltiOiuuiTfiaiic  ^ 

for  to  abidiii  wnftila^, . 
,;.j  Bat  there  jcomith  none. 

.^1  There  ne  wm  none  ^liA'Qiwtnja       ■    ■ 

llat  woMi  wraflle  more,  . 
For  he  hudilid  thedumpioii 
So  woDdcroDQj  fare. 

Two  gendlmeinc  that  owned  thaffaea 
Come  to  Gamelyn,  Gad  geve  them  gjacel 
And  feid^  to  him,  Have  done  ON 
Thy  ho&n  and  ihy  Ihooci 
ForTothJ  at  ihit  iirai  all 
ThitbiteitUydooe. 


1 


i: 


aRltE!COKE*S  TAL£  OF  CAMELTN;  {t5 

Tho  feid^  to  them  Gamelyn, 
;$D  mote  I  well  yfare, 
I  havd  not  yet  halvindeie 
Yfoldd  all  my  ware. 

Tlian  feide  the  champion  £o  broke,  540 

I  may  it  weld  fwerc 
(He  lA  a  fole  that  thereof  bieth. 
Thou  fcUeft  it  fo  derc. 

Tho  feide  to  him  the  frankelyn^ 
That  was  in  mochill  care,  545 

Fellaw,  he  faidd,  arhi  lakkift 
Thou  fo  moche  of  his  ware  ? 

Be  Scint  Jame,  that  in  Galis  is^ 
That  many  man  has  fought, 

Vet  it  is  moche  too  godd  cbepe  550 

That  thou  haftin  ybought.  i 

Tho  that  the  wacdinis.werin 
Of  that  ilk  wrafliling 
Comin  forth,  and  brought  Gamelytt 
The  ram  and  als  the  ring.  555 

And  thus  wann  yong6  Gamelyn 
The  ram  and  eke  the  ring. 
And  wentd  forth  with  mochil  joy 
Homeward  in  the  morning. 

His  broth  ir  fe  where  that  he  come  5  60 

With  all  the  grette  rout, 
And  bad  the  porter  fhute  the  gate, 
And  hoidin  him  without. 

rolumt  ri.  G 


A6  TBI  coke's  l<ALt  or  OAMILTlf. 

The  porter  of  his  lord*is  word 
Was  fo  right  fore  agaft,  g^j 

And  ftert  anon  vnto  the  gate 
AndiokkiditfaUfaft. 

Now  lithinij^  and  leftjnith 
Both^  yong^  and  old, 

And  ye  (hallin  herd  gamin  5  7% 

Of  Gam^Iyo  the  bold. 

Gamelyn  comith  thereonto 
For  to  have  comin  in ; 
But  all  in  Taine ;  the  dore  then  wu 
\  fliitt  fall  with  a  pyn .  j  75 

Than  feidd  yong^  Gamelyn, 
Porter,  undo  the  yate, 
For  many  a  god^  mann*is 
Sonn^  ftondith  thereat. 

Then  anfwerid  him  the  porter,  5  So 

And  fwore  by  Godd'is  berde, 
Thou  ne  ftialt,  frcndc  Gamelyn, 
Comin  into  this  yerde. 

Thou  lyift,  fcidc  GamMyn, 
So  broukin  I  my  chynne :  3  85 

I  Ic  fmote  the  wikit  with  his  fote, 
And  brak  away  the  pyn. 

The  porter  (Ireightwey  faugh^  tho 
Tt  might  no  bettir  be. 

He  fcttc  fote  on  crthi,  and  J90 

Faft  he  began  to  fle. 


YBt  coke's  tale  or  gamelyk*  i^f 

Bi  my  faith,  feidd  GamllyDi 
That  travaile  is  ylore. 
For  I  am  on  fote  as  light  as 
Thow,  though  thow  had  yfworek  5  95 

Gamelyn  ovirtoke  the  porter, 
Aad  his  teen^  y  wrak. 
And  gert  him  full  upon  the  nek» 
That  he  the  bon  to  brak ; 

And  toke  him  by  that  oon  arm^,  6cO 

And  threw  him  in  a  well ; 
Seven  hundrid  fadom  it  was  depe, 
As  1  have  herd^  telle. 

Whan  Gamdlyn  the  yongd  thus 
Had  yplayid  his  play,  6c  $ 

Alld  that  in  the  yerdd  were 
Withdrewin  them  away, 

That  dredin  him  full  ford  for 
The  wrelse  that  he  wrought. 
And  for  the  fayir  cumpany  6ib 

That  he  had  thithir  brought. 

Yong  Gamelyn  yede  to  the  gate 
And  let^  it  up  wide. 
He  letin  in  alid  the  rout 
That  gon  woldin  or  ride ;  4 15 

And  feidd,  Ve  ben  y  welcome 
Wlthoutin  any  g^ve. 
For  we  wol  ben  maifteris  here. 
And  aikd  no  man  leve. 

Cij 


It  n'aibnt  ycflerdai  I  hft, 
Seide  yoDgi  Gamelyn, 
In  my  broiher'is  Iclerii 
Five  lonn  of  light  ggdewync 

I  wim  not  ihit  curapany 
Partyn  with  mc  on  twyn, 
^□d  if  ye  will  dun  afur  me, '  - 
Whilutyropeitiua: 

Aud  if  ■»)'  hralhirgiueduCh  III, 
Or  makitbiaulc  chcre, 
Othirforfpencc  n!  mete  xad^AitHc 
That  me  fliult  fiKiidin  here, 

And  bere  oar  ullhir  purR*, 

Ht  flialU  have  for  his  grutchJDj 

Siii.Su  Maria' J  cutfc. 

My  brothiF  in  but  a  BigaD, 
IfwerebyCrilfiiore, 
And  wc  wolE  rpendc  largily 
That  he  h«li  f)iarid  yore. 

And  wholu  that  makith  gtntlhing 
ThaCwedohereydwcll, 
He  fhall  go  unto  the  porter 
Into  the  drawe  well. 

Scvin  dayi^  and  Tcvin  nightcl 
Oami-lynhtl<llu.Ieft, 
VJth  modicfoUce  ihurbEicwng 
And  cki:  no  majmir  befte. 
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All  in  a  litii  torrit  his 
Brothir  layd^  yfteke. 

And  faugh  him  waftin  his  godis^  Cso 

But  duHl^  not  to  fpeke. 

Right  erli  in  a  morrowning, 
Upon  the  eighte  day, 
The  gellis  come  to  Gamclyn, 
And  woldd  gon  thir  way.  65  5 

Lordis,  tho  feidi  Gamdlyn^ 
And  wollin  ye  fo  hie  ? 
Alle  the  wyne  is  not  yet  dronk| 
So  broukin  f  mine  eye. 

Yonge  Gam^yn  in  his  hertd  $60 

Was  forowfull  and  wo 
Whan  that  his  gcftis  toke  their  leva 
And  fro  him  wold^  go. 

He  wolde  that  they  had  dwellid 
Lengir,  and  they  feide  Nay,  665 

But  bitaught  Gam^lyn  to  God, 
And  bad  him  have  gode  dai. 

Thus  made  Gamelyn  his  fcfte, 
And  brought  it  well  to  end, 

And  aftirward  his  gedis  toke  6  jo 

Lcve  their  way  to  wend. 

Now  lithinith  and  llflinith, 
And  holdith  you  your  tonge. 
And  ye  ftiuUiu  here  gamin 

Of  Gamelyn  the  yonge.  ^y^ 

C  iij 
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Herkinith,  Lordilingi8,an4' 
LiiUnith  you  aright,  ^ 

Whan  al  the  geftis  wcrin  fod ' 
How  Gaxn^yn  was  dight. 

Alld  the  while  that  Giindl]^  Mo 

Had  hold  hJB  mangerie 
His  brothir  thought  on  hffoi  bovn^lw 
With  his  falfe  trecherie ; 

Tho  whan  that  Gam^h'irgdM 
Yridin  were  and  gon  ^S/- 

Gamelyn  ftode  anon  ojoaey 
,  Frendc  cho  had  he  none. 

Tho  aftir  this  full  fane  iti  fell. 
Within  a  littil  fiound. 

That  Gamelyn  waa  tiUun,  and  6^ 

Full  hardly  was  he  bound.  ■      . 

Than  forth  comith  the  £il£?]Boight 
Outof  thefolcrc, 
And  to  Gamelyn  his  brothhr  • 
He  goith  fulle  nere,  69^* 

And  feidin  unto  Gamely n. 
Who  made  the  fo  bold 
For  to  deftroyin  and  wafti 
The  florc  of  my  houfhold? 

Brothir,  anfwerid  Gam£yh|y  J6O 

Now  wrathe  the  right  noght, 
I'or  it  is  many  day  agon 
Sithins  it  was  ybought : 


TttEXCTKE's  TALI  0?  OAMELTNT,  2^ 

For,brothir,  thou  haflin  had^dc, 
1  fwcre  by  Seint  Richerc,  7^5 

Of  fiftene  plowis  o£  bndd 
Thfc  full  fixtene  yere ; 

And  of  alle  the  beftis' which 
Thou  haftc  forth  ybrcdd, 

That  my  fadir  to  me  bc^octhe  710 

Upon  his  deth*isbcdd ; 

Of  alle  this  full  iixteiM  yere 
I  geve  the  the  prow. 
For  the  mct^  and  the  drinks 
That  we  have  fpendid  now.  7 15 

Than  thus  feid^  the  falfd  knight, 
(Ftril  evil  mote  he  the) 
Herkinith,  broihir  Gamelyn, 
What  I  woll  gcvin  the ; 

For  of  my  body,  brothir,  heir  720 

Y  gettin  have  1  none; 
I  wolle  makin  the  my  heir, 
I  fwere  by  Seint  John. 

Par  mafay,  fcide  Gamdlyn, 
And  if  that  it  fo  be,  7  *5 

And  thou  thinkift  as  thou  fcyift, 
May  God  yeldin  it  the  ! 

Nothing  wide  yong  Gamclyn 
Of  his  brother'is  gilc, 

And  therefore  he  him  bcgilid  73« 

In  verry  littil  while. 
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Therefore,  Adam  le  Diipcsoer,   • 
Kow  I  befechd  the* 
For  the  mochd  lovd  with  which 
My  £Miir  lovid  the, 

Ifthoomaf  comlnto  thehaiea^  . 
I*cfith  me  out  of  bond, 
And  for-thi  I  woll  departin 
With  the  of  my  fire  lond. 

Than  him  anfwerid  this  Adanig 
Which  that  wa«the  Spencer, 
I  have  yfenrid  thy  brothir 
This  full  fixtend  yere. 

And  if  I  Ihuldd  letin.you 
To  gon  out  of  his  boure 
He  woldin  aftirwardis&yc 
That  I  were  a  tray  tour. 

Adam,  anfwerid  Gamdlyii, 
So  broukin  I  myn  hals^ 
Thou  ihaltd  findin  my  brothir 
Atthelaftrightefals; 

And  therefore,  brothir  Adam,  me 
Lof^  out  of  my  bonds. 
And  I  wolld  departin  with 
The  of  myn  own  fre  londs. 

Upon  fo  gode  a  forewardd 
Saidin  Adam,  I  wis 
^  woUd  doin  thereunto 
Alld  that  in  me  ii. 
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36  rat  coKs*s  tali  or  gaux: 

Anon  alTone  as  Gamel]m 
Had  etin  wel  and  fine, 
And  thereunto  had  ydrankin 
t  Well  of  the  redde  wyne, 

I 

;     -  Adam,  fcide  yonge  GaoielyOi 

f  Tell  what  is  now  thy  rede ; 

For  me  to  go  to  my  brothir, 
>  And  gerdin  of  his  hede  ? 

No,  Gamclyn,  feidin  Adam, 
It  Ihalle  not  be  fo, 
'  But  I  can  telle  the  a  rede 

•  Thatisyworth  the  too. 

1  wote  wele  forfothc  that 
(  And  this  it  i8  no  nay) 
j  We  ihullin  have  a  mangcrie 

'■  Righte  upon  Sonday ; 

Of  abbotis  and  priouris 
Full  many  here  fhul  be, 
And  othir  men  of  holie  chcrch, 
As  I  can  telle  the  : 

Thou  flialte  ftond  up  by  the  poft, 
As  thou  were  hdn'le  fat}, 
And  I  fhalllhcni  levc  unlo?c,  that 
Away  thou  mi:y  thtni  cart  : 

And  whan  that  thcv  have  v  ttin. 
And  wafliin  have  tht  ir  liondes, 
Tho  thou  Ihaltbelp-.-kin  them  all 
To  bring  the  out  of  bonder  : 

i 


b^^^Andifditttbeyib^lMmwtlie  ^  .' 
iChtt  werin  a  fode  game^ 
Tlua  iwiMKiMm  out  ofprifim 
AndldiiiiitofblMDc;  ^875 

Buts£thastcvinchtStbim 
Kyi  Boto  «s  Nay, 
I  Ibolli  dan  aoodiii  thinj;', 
t  fweritiy  thit^aj. 

Thouflulliiuvea^bdillafrfl(,  IS^c 

And  I  woUbave  aaotht?, 
ilbkl  Crift*it  eor^  have  that  ooa 
That  £uU  ihali  that  othir . 

Vc,  for  God,  feidd  Gam^yo, 
I  iay  it  right  for  me  S  S5 

If  that  1  failin  on  my  fide 
tInUi  evil  mote  If  he. 

If  that  we  ihuUiB  algath 
AiloLle  them  of  thlre  fy nne ; 
'Wamith  me,  aiy  brothir  Adahi,  $90 

\HiaQ  that  we  (hall  bcgynn. 
^-'Nour  Gam^lyu,  fd^Q  Adam, 
Bj  Scinta  Chants 
I  woUe  wanii  the  bcfom 
Whan  that  the  time  Ihall  he.  ^95 

Whan  that  I  twiiikin  upon  the 
laok^  for  to  be  goa, 
Andcaft  away  the  fetterh, 
And  come  to  mc  aooot 


^Z         T^K  coCB%  T  A19  or  SAv.i^ufau 

Adam,  fcidd  yoog  Gim^lTn^  ^Cf 

Ybliffidbethybooet! 

That  is  a  rights  gode  coQn&Ste 

Y  gevin  for  the  oonet. 

If  that  they  fliiiltiii  wernd  mt 
To  bring  the  out  of  bcedes  fO§ 

I  wolld  fettin  gode  ftrokis 
Full  right  upoB  their  lendet. 

rho  the  Sondy  was  ycomifiy. 
And  thefe  folk  to  the  fefte ; 

Faire  they  werein  ywelcomid  ftl9 

13 0  the  the  lefie  and  mefte. 

A  nd  evir  as  they  at  the  Hall 
Drire  were  comin  in 
Thtry  ev^rich  cafiin  an  eie 
On  yongd  Gamdlyn.  ^  ^| 

The  falfe  kuight  his  own  brothir^ 
So  full  of  trechcrie, 
Allc  the  gefiif)  that  there  were 
At  that  ilk  mangerie 

Of  Gam^yn  his  own  brothit  ft§ 

Hf  toldin  them  with  mouth 
Alle  the  harmis  and  the  (hame 
That  e'rc  he  ttUc  couth. 

I  ho  they  werein  yfcrvid  flreic 
Of  mcITis  too  or  thre ;  ^j 

'J'han  leide  yongc  GamdyHy 
Kow  do  yc  lerve  me  ? 


nt  coke'*s  tale  or  gauelyh,  3^ 

It  nc  is  not  wcle  yfcrvid. 
Be  God  that  alld  made, 

That  llholdfittin here fafting  93d 

And  othir  men  make  ghde. 

The  faire  knightc  his  brothir, 
Thereas  that  he  yftode, 

Toldintoallehisgeflis  • 

That  Gam^lyn  was  wode.  \gir 

And  Gamclyn  there  ftodc  fifll, 
Aiid  anfwerid  right  ooght, 
But  of  Adam^is  wordis  he 
Held^  flill  in  his  thought. 

Tho  Gamclyn  bej^an  to  fpekc,  igj^x^ 

Right  doulefully  withall,  .     . '. 

Unlo  the  grettc  lordis that 
VfatynintheHall: 

My  Lordlingis,  thofcidin  he, 
For  Oift'is  paflion  ^  w 

Hclpin  to  brinpc  Gamely u 
Outofthilkeprifon. 

Than  fcidd  to  him  an  abbot, 
(Sorow  upon  his  chekc !) 

He  A  all  in  have  Criiria  curfc  pr^ 

And  Scintc  Maries  eke, 

That  (hall  the  out  of  this  prifon 
^*?g>n  owthir  borow, 
But  cvir  worthc  hym  full  welc 
TJiat  doth  the  mykil  ibrow.  pj  « 

13ii 


^         r%w  CDiei*'t  TALs  .or  ^jkji^gigf^ 

Adam,  feidd  ]roog  Gamdlyii^  . .  j . 

Y  bliffid  be  thy  booet ! 
That  is  a  rights  gode  coadUle 
Tge^in  for  the  ooDct. 

If  that  they  fliullin  wernd  mm.     . 
To  bring  the  out  of  beades 
I  woHd  fettin  gode  ftrokit 
full  right  upon  their  lendet. 

Tho  the  Soody  waf  ycoiBi|i|. 
And  thefe  folk  to  the  fefte ; 
Faire  they  werein  y  welcomid 
Bothd  the  lefte  and  niefte. 

And  tviF  as  they  at  the  Hail 
Dor^  were  comin  in 
They  ev^rich  cafiin  an  eie 
On  yongd  Gamely  n.  ^ 

The  faifc  kuight  hie  own  brothir^ 
So  full  of  trecherie, 
Alle  the  geftiff  that  there  were 
At  that  ilk  mangerie 

Of  Gamclyn  his  own  brothif 
Hf  toldio  them  with  mouth 
Alle  the  harmis  and  the  (hame 
That  e'rc  he  telle  couth. 

rho  they  werein  yfcrvid  ftreic 
Of  mcflis  too  or  thre ; 
Than  ieidc  yongc  Gamclyn, 
How  do  ye  lerve  me  ? 


TVB  cMcr^s  TALC  t>r  CAHCirw,-  4^ 

AdamlokidoiiOMhSfjIm,  ^ 

And  he  was  war  anoB,  '•  '^^ 

And  cad  awaie  the  fctteri^ 
And  l»egao /or  to -goQ. 

Tho  he  camin  arito  A^AaM, 
He  toke  to  the  one  ftaff, 

And  beg^nin  to  werkd  vTefey  -9^ 

And  godeftrokis  he  gaff. 

G«in£l3fn  came  into  the -Halii  - 
And  Adam  Spencer  both, 

And  lokid  them  all  aboutia  .  * 

As  they  haddd  ben  wroth.  ^^ 

Gam^lyn  fprenfth  holi  Watir 
An  with  an  okin  fpire. 
That  fome  of  them  that  ftode  nprigfat 
FlUin  into  the  fire. 

There  was  no  marihir  lewdd  maa  .   f  000 

That  in  the  Halld  ftode 
That  wold^  doin  Gam^iyn 
Any  thingd  but  gode. 

Bat  thei  ftode  befidin,  and 
Jl.et^  them  bothe  werch ,  1005 

For  thei  ne  hadde  no  routhd 
Of  men  of  hoU  cherch. 

Of  abbot  or  of  priouir,  or 
Of  monk  or  of  canon. 

That  Gamelyn  hath  ovirtoke,  roi9 

Anon  they  yedin  doun. 

D  u\ 


^    "I  ■   ' 


'!«-.• 


4Q  T|tt,CO»*i 'l^Af^.^^^^^ji;^^ 

And  ammaftirdiat  abbot.     .,  .w»j  ,,.- 
Than  fpakifi  anothir,  -.  '    a.  * 

I  wolde  tkac  thyn  hcde  vereroff , 
Though  tkon  wens  my  brothir*..  ■  . . , ., 

A11^  that  the  fliallbomwini       r. ., 

Mf)te  them  foaie  ialS;  ..<,.. 

« -  ....... 

And  thus  yfeidinaU2tbeT  .1. 

That  werin  in  the  Hall.        ...       ,      '  .     :' 

Than  feidd  to  him  a:pcioiir,i  .■  .:. 
Evil  mowiRherhrite^        .    .  ,  .     .  J,  .,    .        4^ 
It  is  grettd  foFow  and  care^  • 
Boy,  that  thou  art  on  lire. 

.  On,  oBy  feidd  yonge  Gam^yAj^ 
So  broukin  I  my  bone. 
Now  that  I  bavin  efpyid  -    ..  .  -.       *-.  -19 

That  frendiskaTe  i  none.  '  .     • 

A  curfid  mot  he  wocth^be^  :    ...  ■  ^    ■ 

Brthefielhcandblode,  ..  • 

*  I 

'i  hat  evir  doth  to  prioiuis.  ... 

Or  abbotcR  any  gede.  ^ 

Anon  Adani  the  Dllpencer 
TAun  up  hath  the  cloth, 
Aiid  lokid  unto  Ganielya, 
Anvl  faugh  that  he  was  wroth,.. 

Adam  of  the  pantrie  at  thilk  ^to 

Time  litil  he  thouj>ht,  ,  • 

Anc!  too  godc  ftavis  unto 
The;  Halle  dore  he  broughlL 


I*-... 


TB£  core's  tale  OF  GAMELTH.  4S 

Thus  Gamaiyn  and  Adam  hath  IO40 

Y  w  rough  tin  rightc  fall, 
And  pleidin  with  the  monkis  tho. 
And  madd  them  agaft. 

Forth  hidir  they  com^  riding 
Full  jolily  with  fvvaines,  '^45 

But  home^en  they  werin  ledde 
In  cartis  ^Hn  waines. 

I'ho  at^^y  haddin  all  ydonc 
Than  feidin  a  gray  frere, 

Alas !  alas !  my  Lord  Abbot,  »<'J« 

what  didde  we  now  here  ? 

Tho  that  we  hithir  did  ycome 
^t  Was  a  coldc  rede ; 
Us  had  far  bettir  ben  at  home 
With  watir  and  with  brcde.  Wil 

While  Ganielyn  made  orderb 
ikis  and  of  frere 
tjiisbrothirllillc, 
lie  chere. 
1  npwiihhitflafi^  '^ 

«*  75 


I 


•       J       ■       J 

I       <,  •  If 


4*.  T»  COKt'l  TAW  f?  m«i»1Jlt*; 

Thcrc  ne  was  none  of  th^ fJU^^  ^  ,*  j.;^'.„- 
Th^  with  his  flaffymctte  *     .»: .  r -,-v#  ^r*    '     *. 
That  he  made  them  oviftluwilfi^.^^  •'i?L'rrr/r: -^-     -.'. 
And  quytti  them  his  dctte.       .„^^  ,. ,_  ,._^  ,im. 

ThoGamdlyn,feiddAAWb'..;ii  jur..,    I--; 
For  Scintd  Charice  T!  '■■  ,.,1  .f(i  .  ! 

Puyith,lpray,godcli¥«fiq^  ..  . .,  ,.,,.i.,^,  . 
And  for  the  love  of  me;        •.^,.  ,;   jjfr,^-,  .= 

AndfwoU^kepiotlie'^DC*!;^:-.   ■  -.^.^  yeii 

Se  cvir  here  I  mafle  .   .  .  .      .  i  \ 

£r  that  they  bea  aflbilyid     ■ 
Ther  ihalld  noon  ypafle. 

Doute  the  noght^  feide  Gam^Iyo,      "^      .    .^. 
While  that  we  ben  in  fere;  ICQ, 

Bur  kep^ thou  wdd  the  dnic ■-; 

And  I  woU  werkin  here ; 

Bcfturrith  the,  gode  Ada&VMi^ 
Nc  lettith  none  yfle, 

Ard  we  flialltclldlargily  .  ICjj^ 

H'  w  many  here  there  be. 

Vo  Gamely n  feidin  Adam, 
Do.th  rhem  all  but  gode, 
For  tliei  ben  men  of  holi  cherch; 
Drawith  of  them  no  blode  :  lOlf 

S  ivith  right  wcle  the  coroune. 
And  doith  them  nc.  hnrmes, 
But  hrekirh  borhe  their  leggisy 
And  lithiu  here  thir  armes. 


I   ; 
I 


■  "J 


I   ri' 


M.r 


I  zoo 


TBIXOJ&£.*S  TALB  pP  GAHHrT-lfw  ^J 

Now  fonr-and-twcntjr  yoqge  imen^ 
\ba^  holdin  them  full  bold, 
Comin  unto  the  ihiregere?£y 
And  fetdd  that  they  wold 

Both  Gamdiyn  and  eke  Adam 
Yfettibcthe way;  ^.    \  .....■•  ;: 

Thclhiregerevegafttbc^lcfo  .    i  . /.   .  . 
Tho  foth  as  r  you  fay.  •/   .    .,..  . 

Thes  yongd  meine  hidin  them    : .  .  : . 
Faft,  woM^  they  not  lynnc    ..;•-.--.   •.•■,••.     IXC5 
Tyll  that  they  comin  to  the  ga^e  •. .  i.  : 
XheceGam^lynwasinne.        .-.:...   -i.  1  •  » 

Thy  knokidin  upoa  tl^  gaj^  .  I.  .1   ....     . 
The  porter  tho  wa&  nye,  ,.  .     .  . 

And  lokid  forth  out  at  z^  hole, .    ,.  :      :  ixio 

As  man  that  waft  foil  %jp.       .,, 

.  The  porter  had  beboldin  tji^n 
But  for  a  litil  while,  ,   , 

He  lovid  wcli  Gam^lyn, 
And  was  adrad  of  gile. 

And  forthi  leti  the  wiket    ... . 
Yilr4idinfu!ldftin, 
And  aikid  them  that  ftaBtwithout 
What  y  waR  their  will  ? 

For  allc  the  gret  cumpany  Iia« 

Thr.n  fpakc  hot  one  alone, 
ypdfi  rhf  eatip.  porter,  ao^ 
X^te  us  in  ygonc* 


•  '»• 


XII5 


<  I  • 


I  * 


Then  (ciddtQtlMbi  the  ^drltih,'  * 
So  brdokin  I  my  chynne  lll^ 

Yc  ihull^  iayin  your  emod  -    .      • 

Or  that  ye  comin  inne.  *       - ! 

Say  to  Gamilyn  aud  -.^dtn^ 
If  that  their  willc  it  be. 

We  woUe  fpckio  here  tl^itKtiMm  itp 

Two  wordis  othir  thre.  ■     '         "  ' 

Fcliaw,  fcidi  the  pertw-th©, 
StoDdiththoutheryftill,  *    ■ 

Aud  I  MToll  wend  to  ChUndlya 

To  wetin  of  his  wille. 

And  in  wenci  the  pbkttr  tho 
To  Gamdlyn  anon. 
And  feidd,  Sire,  1  wamd  yoli 
That  here  be  come  your  fone;  -  -' 

For  lo !  the  ibire^tttV'it  mea ' 
Now  ben  all  at  the  gate 
For  to  ytekin  you  both^ ; 
Shalle  ye  not  efcape. 

Porter,  tho  feidc  Gam^lyn, 
So  mote  I  wel^  the,  lf|| 

I  well  allowe  the  thy  wordet 
Whan  I  my  time  fe. 

Go  agcyn,  porter,  to  the  ^te. 
And  dwell  with  them  a  while, 
Awaitin,  and  thou  ihahe  k  f  f jt 

Right  fone,  porter,  a  gile. 


it$i 


tip 


THK  CO&b's  TAL»  or  QAUMAt»9  4 J 

Adam,  thofiu4eGam^yn,  , 
Lokd  the  to  be  gon,     , 
We  htv^  fbomen  at  the  gato. 
And  fireodis  nevir  one.  lliJ 

Itl>cntbefhiregerev*itincai  ' 
Thai  hithir  ben  coming  .     . 

They  ben  yfwore  togideria^   ... 
That  we  ihuU  be  nomin. 

To  Gamdlyn  feidd  Adam,  f  |6* 

Hid  the  righte  bely  ve, 
AndiflfaiUtfatthiiday 
Than  evil  mote  I  thryre. 

And  we  flialiin  fo  wdcomd  - 
The  (hiregerev'is  men,  I165 

That  fome  of  them  I  trow  IhaJB  make 
Their  bcddit  in  the  fen. 

Then  thotoogh  the  poftemi  gate 
Yong  Gamdyn  out  went, 

And  a  godc  tturdie  cartd  ilaffe  I V7* 

In  his  hondd  he  hcnt. 

And  Adam  Spencer  hente  fone 
Anothir  grettd  ftaffe 
For  to  helpd  yong  GamMyn, 
And  gode  ilroki^  he  gaiFe.  1 1 75 

Adam  yfellid  hath  hiti  tweynei 
And  Game  lyn  felled  thre, 
The  tothir  fettd  fete  on  erth» 
And  faii  began  to  fle. 


B^^H 

.,  IZTZTTZj! 

WbatrftidinAdaniSptiteertho,  '      ' 

•« 

Spcvirhinlniaffe 

■# 

1  liiv*  righi  jrnde  rtddi-wyae. 

'.3 

nifdrtnkkhcrycp^irL'. 

Nai,  nii !  by  God,  feide  they  the, 

■•< 

Thy  drink  14  nothing           , 

'■.* 

It  wuliic  makiD  miTUi .- —  ~jyne 

•4 

Tolyiuinhiihodc- 

i 

rbnKGinielynihoflo.  *niil. 

:i 

Andlokidiiimiibo.it, 

And  nudc,1'hc  (hifcgcrcvc  con^ttk 

■' 

Wi.hifuller<:ttir(.iit. 

• 

Adam  Sptutcr.  feid  Ganiilyn, 

■tt 

M^Vtdcitanowlhi., 

" 

Abidin  wc  noi  fciiEir  here 

• 

Left  *e  Farin  aniyi. 

' 

1  rtdtlhst  wtMwode  ygonn 

1 

BEtifii  then;  Ute  for  to  );ona 

•> 

Thin  iQ  lilt  luune  ybotiud. 

M 

Adam  thsn  tnkebyiheliond  ' 
Thisyoii(;j  GameJyn. 
Andfcheurihcmlnlhcothir 
Drankinadrafti.fwyiie, 

And  iftirwardis  toke  I  heir  conrfe 
Aocl  weiite  ftrLinhi  iheit  way; 
Tho  (bud  the  Ihirvpcrevc  lh<  licit, 


JBt  CeKt*8  TALB  OP  OAMBLTR*  49 

The  ihiregerev«  lightid  idoBxiey 
And  went  into  the  Hall, 

And  fond  the  lord  yfetterid'  laid 

FuU  hSU  therewitlttlL 

The  ihireve  tho  noletterid 
Him  rights  fone  anon, 
And  fentin  aftir  a  gode  kcfao 
To  helc  his  riggd  bon.  la  f  J 

Letd  we  now  this  laUi^  knigke 
1m  in  his  mochill  care. 
And  telld  we  of  Gam^Iyn, 
And  lok8  how  be  fare. 

Gamdlyn  into  the  wild  wodft  laao 

YftalkidisfullftiUe, 
And  Adam  le  Difpencer  it 
Ylikidhutr^htUle. 

Tho  Adam  fwore  to  Oam^ySy 
And  that  be  Seint  Richere,  iai5 

Kow  I  lay  that  it  ismciy 
To  ben  a  difpencer ; 

That  mucbd  leyire  mc  werio 
The  kayiH  for  to  here. 

Than  vvalkin  in  this  wild2  wodc  1230 

My  clothis  all  to  tere. 

Adam,  feidd  yong  Gamdlyn, 
Difmayd  the  right  noght. 
For  many  a  gode  maon*is  child 
In  card  is  ybrought.  X335 


;□  TKI  COKl'a  TALE  KI  CAMICAW. 

An  <hcy  thus  in  the  mxle  Bodio, 
Yialkmg  both  in  fere, 
Adsin  herdc  Ulking  of  mcD, 
And  nigh  them  thgught  they  v/ete. 

The  Gamilyn  uodir  the  nild 
Wodclokid  alight, 
Full  fcyin  fcorc  of  yonj^  men 
He  l^ugh  right  nel  ydight ; 


Allew 


efwrint 


In  a  conipas  about ; 
Adam,  tho  feide  Gametyn, 
Now  hnvin  ye  no  douie, 

Fot  aftir  bal(  camjthboic, 
Tlioiou^h  Godd'isgreie  mij-ht ; 
Mcthinkith  <jf  mete  and  of  drink 
That  1  havin  i  Gght. 

Adun  ic  Difprncerlokid 
Tho  undir  wode  ho  we. 
And  whan  that  he  the  mcCi  faugh 
Thohewaigladinoire; 

Fur  now  he  hopid  auto  God 
For  tohaiinhitdele. 
And  he  wa:  Full  fore  dongid 
Afiiragodj  mele. 

Anon  ashcfeiite  thatnord 
Slrei^ht  (he  maiftir  outiawe 
S:iugh  Gamclyn  and  Adam  both 
Uiidi:  tlic  wode  ihaw. 


THf  COKK*8  TALI  OF  GAMKLTN*  51 

Lo !  yongd  meni  feide  the  maiilir 
Outlaw,  by  the  gode  rode  J%6y 

I  am  aware  of  fome  gefHt, 
Praj  God  fencUn  as  gode !     .  ' 

Loke !  yond  ir  be  two  yongd  men 
That  ben  right  wel  adight, 

A !  perad venture  they  ben  mo,  1 2  70 

Whofo  lokid  aright. 

Arifeth  up  quick  yongd  men. 
And  fett^  them  to  me. 
For  it  is  gode  that  we  wetln           - 
What  meine  that  they  be.  1*75 

Up  thei  ftertin  quik  at  that  word, .    . 
I^lo  fro  the  dinnere,  .... 

And  they  mettin  with  GamHyn 
And  Adam  Difpencere. 

Whan  that  they  wcrio  ney  to  them  ixSo 

Than  feid^  thus  that  one, 
Yeldith  op  to  us,  yongd  men» 
Your  bowis  and  your  flone. 

Than  feidd  to  them  Gamilyn, 
Thatyongi  wasofelde,  i%2s 

Full  mochil  foroiw  mote  they  have 
That  unto  you  ihall  yelde : 

I  curf^  woll  none  othir  wight 
But  right  mine  owne  feWe 

Tho  ye  may  fettin  unto  yott  X290 

Fy  Ye,  and  than  be  ye  twelve. 

Eij 


Thcyherdinbyhiswordis  thit 

And  fonhi  there  was  none  of  them. 
Thai  woidc  don  him  harmc, 
Bui  fcidin  auto  Gainclyo 
Right  miiailyaadDai, 
Comith  afocin  our  mEufiir, 
And  fiy  to  him  thy  will. 

Yon];^  man,  fcide  Gimdlyn, 
Upon  yoarlrami! 
Tilliih  whit  man  your  niaiftor  i» 
Whith  ihat  yc  with  ybc. 

Tho  bHS  thty  jnTweriil  him 
AtoneiwiihoutUfing. 
Our  mailUt  UycoroM^ii  ■ 
OfOutlsi(utheKin!r. 

.  Adam,feidcy<>oe«aMlil]«f     

Go  we  in  Criil'ii  name, 

He  may  nolbir  mtti  nor  defalk 

YwemSu'fbtfliame  i 

And  il  that  he  be  hendj,  Uid 
Cotiiinotgentilblode, 
He  woll  gttt  ui  biMh  mete  tnd  diink. 
And  doin  us  fome  gode. 

Bv  SeinCe  Jame,  Teide  Adam  tho. 
What  harmefo  that  l(r«e 
IwillBdventutemetothe 
Dorithit  Ihadmeie. 


t»B  CttRl*S  TAM  or  OAMEXrTN.  S3 

Tho  Gamdyn  asd  Adam  both  1320 

Y  wcDtd  forth  in /ere. 
And  they  hoth  gret^  the  maiftir 
IVhich  that  they  fondd  there 

Than  feidd  to  them  the  maiiUr, 
That  KiDg  was  of  Outlawes,  1395 

AVhat  do  ye  feke,  ye  yongd  men, 
Undir  the  wodd  ihawes  ? 

Yoog  Gam^yn  anfwerid  tho 
The  King  with  his  coroime. 
He  muftd  nedis  walk  in  wodea  1 330 

That  may  not  walk  in  tonne. 
.    Ske,  we  walke  .not  here  in  wodea 
Hon  harmd  for  to  do. 
But  if  peradvepture  we  mete 
A  dere  to  ihete  thereto,  1335 

As  meind  that  ben  right  hungry. 
And  mow  no  metd  fynd, 
And  very  harde  ben  beftad 
Undir  the  wode  lynd. 

Of  Gamelyn*ls  wo^dis  tho  X34O 

The  maifter  hadd^  routhe. 
And  feide  to  them,  Ye  (hall  have 
Inow,  have  God  my  troathe. 
Anon  he  baddd  them  (ittia 
Doune  for  to  takd  reft,  t$4S 

And  badde  them  etin  and  drink, 
And  that  too  of  the  beft. 

K  n\ 


-1 


Asthfy  wtre  eting  and  drinking  i 

Ofthebcftwelc»nd6n«,  * 

Than  feide  the  [on  to  rhc  totWr  "4 

This  it  yonge  Giraeljric.  -J 

Thn  waiibe  niaifteraforitlswti  9t 

IntocounraiUiiDniiii,  4 

And  told  how  it  wm  Uunilfu 
That  Chithirtrajtomin. 

Anon  as  he  had  herdin  aH 
Hqw  that  ilwai  befall.  4 

He  made  Gamelyn  maiftir  l| 

Undirhimo'rctbeniall.  « 

Wilhin  ihE  third  wckc  af[ir  thU  J 

To  him  comith  tiding,  m 

To  the  maillir  oF  outUwjg,  It 

Which  that  now  wa.  [heir  king,  "  4j 

That  be  Ihuld^  ycomia  home,  ^ 

Fur  that  his  pees  waa  made ;  ^ 

And  ofthfltjoyfull  tiding  lie  "^ 

Wa,-;  worderoufly  glade.  *  ( 

Tliofctdc  he  to  his  joDgl  men. 
The  foihi  for  to  tell, 
To  me  be  comia  tidtngit 
I  may  DO  lengir  dwell. 

Tho  was  yong  GamMyn  UMn, 
Withoutin  tarying, 
Made  maillir  of  outlawig,  and 
Y  corounid  their  king : 


1<fefttMM>i««iM«fr«MMi#M 


ffcj  K  iny  ijth«  Outliwei.  - 

DwKr  the  trod*  tr*ifc    '     '  I 

TheURkd^hitlMWrMir''  ^ 
Wm  AitvgncTc  Mid  ^ire, 
jtnd'lete  bii  brothir  WeadlM - 
For  hati  tad  fnr  ire. 

ThowerindlhiibaadicdBe 
Sory  lod  tMthing  gUd 
WlitB  thit  Gimilyo  thsir-twM 
V«IVe«  Hede  wu  cryed  and  made^ 

And  fcmin  onri  hn  mditl 
Wbeic  they  mi^tin  him  fyndt 
For  to  fekio  jonge  Oaailjn 
Undir  the  «ad«  lynd, 
-   1^0  tElU  to  him  tiding!* 
Tht  wiode  wu  jrwent, 
And  ■lU  biigode  reiid  wu, 
AiidiUhkincnylheDi. 

Wbio  that  they  haddihym  foBodbt 
On  Itieya  they  them  Teite, 
And  adoan  viih  iheii*  hnii,  md 
Gatnjlyn  their  lard  grelle. 

They  feiden,  Site,  now  wruhi  not 
Tod  for  the  goAi  rode, 
Kit>n  hue  brought  yon  tidingti, 
Bu  they  be  nothing  gode. 

I 


Now  is  thy  brothir  IhircgereiCi 
Andhehachlhcbaillic, 
And  thereto  haih  eudicid  the. 
And  Woliu  Hedc  dolh  lEic  ciic. 

Alias  !  tho  Itidi  Guoilja, 
nfoflak, 


Thit 


id  brokin 


WhaDlhisriggebrak. 

Coith,  and  greliih  jou  vrcU 
Myhoulbondisanwif, 
1  wullf  hen  at  the  next  fhirc, 
.Sahaf^Gadmylif. 

Gamelyo  cam  J  well  rtdj 
Unto  the  Bttti  fhiie, 
And  there  the  falTe  knight  hit  brothir 
Was  bothe  Lord  and  Sire  . 

Gamdyn  ami  boldilich 
Idio  the  Mote  Hail, 
And  pot  sdouD  bi>  hodc  UDODg 
The  WdiiiiiglBall. 

God  fave  yoa,  LordUingU  I 
Which  thst  nowhere  be; 
But  as  for  the,  broktbfk  fhereire. 
Evil  mote  thou  the  ! 


And  Wolf  ■i.Hedcm 


«ttft.'M«&)f  94UI  OF  OAlttLVlfC  jff 

*I%o  thought  the  fiMUMightMhiHi       ^ 
For  to  have  ben  twrdce, 

AiidletitakiaGeintiya) 

Muft  he  no  more  y^ieke. '  I43jr 

Mightd  there  be  |id^3Bi]^  gmCy 
BatGam^lyBathft 
Wa«  into  priTotio  ycaftflii  ' 
And  fetterid  full  fail. 

ThisOam^Iynhathiahnitfatr  I440 

That  cleped  was  Sir  Ote ; 
At  gode  and  hend  a  knight  he  wm 
At  ffiightin  gon  00  fete. 

Right  anoD  yede  a  mcflagcr 
Unto  that  gode  knight,  I445 

And  toldin  him  akogetbir 
Huw  Gamdlyn  was  di}^ht. ; 

Anon  as  Sir  Ote  herdiO'luMl 
How  Gamdyn  wao  dight. 

He  was  right  paffingfofytlio^  '....>>    ■        14^0 
Ne  he  was  nothing  light : 

And  itti  faddle  hiin4LAcdB^  . 
And  ilreit  the  weie  he  name,  >  '  ■ 

And  unto  hift  tweie  brechcria  ' 
Right  fond  chere  he  came.  I455 

Sir,  feide  this  Sir  Ote  unto   .        •  :  • 
The  fiiiregerevd  tho. 
We  ben  but  only  thre  bmthrei|^ 
Shall  we  be  oevir  mo, 


Andthna  hnfL  tbou  ypriibuaid 


Thcl 


'M; 


I  thou 


Sir  Oct.  [e,de  the  t^ilfc  koight, 
NowlMibcthvrurii 
B>  Qodfnrlhc&tllitvatdiilie 
Shalle  fariii  the  wart. 
,   Now  td  ih«  kuig'is.ptirnunhc 
la  liifuUy  jrunme, 
AnH  there  he  Aallabidin 
UtHiUlhtjuflicecnrnf 

Eui  psrdc,  Icidi  .iir  Olc  tho, 
BeUiritnijUrbe 
I  biildiii  him  unin  maynprrfe. 
And  that  (hou  griutit^  mc, 

Untill  the  neitf  Hicuiglhall 
CuQie  of  deUveraunce, 
And  than  kte  Gainelyu  fiirely 
Ynnndmlohiichauncc. 

Brothir,  inrochealiirewatde 

And  by  thy  fadir'ia  foali. 
That  the  begat  and  Die, 

If  that  he  be  not  right  tedy 
Vhan  that  the  jnfliio  Gite 
Thou  <hall^  berin  the  jui^nent. 
For  alllhygrellewitt.  ,,-, 


H  i..t    // 


tgnittiitinitwelei'Mltf^bt^y        ' 
ThatitfliaUroybe; 

Letith  delivir  him  anon/  149^ 

And  takin  him  to  me. 

Tho  Gamdlyn  w»i  diiHTfcfod 
To  Sir  Ote  his  brothif,       ^    • 
And  that  night  y^fftl^d  ia-fcw 
The  ton  with  the  tothir.  ^^4^ 

On  the  morow  feid«  Oioxidtjrii  • 
Unto  Sir  Ote  the  hend,   .       -.     ,      •    .'.    :r...^ 

Mybrothir,hefeid^,fWfotli6*  ' 

1  mold  from  the  wend,  '   • '  '"  •  * 

To  lokin  how  my  yongdmea  fjoe 

In  wode  ledin  their  lif, 

And  whethir  that  they  llTia  DOW  .(     ./ 

In  joie  or  elles  in  ftrif. 

Be  God,  tho  anfwetid  Sir  Ote» 
Thatisacolddrcde,  I505 

Now  I  fe  that  alle  the  cark  

Shall  fallin  on  my  hedc ; 

For  whan  that  the  )uftke  fittithi 
And  thou  he  not  y found 

I  (hali  anon  be  takin,  arid  Xj  lO 

In  thy  fledc  be  ybound. 

•  Brothir,  tho  feidd  Oaf^^lyo, 
Difmay^  the  right  noght, 
For  be  Seintd  Jame  in  G«lis,' 
That  many  man  hath  fcught,  15 15 


irro  that  God  Almighty  hold 
Me  my  Uf  »tjd  my  wii 
1  wolle  ben  there  n'|;hc  red  J 
WhaathiCiliejuaicellE. 

Than  fcitic  Sir  Oce  to  OuDclyn, 
Goiinield^cherroDianieJ 
Cumith  whan  that  Cbuu  feiii  tymc, 
Aud  bring;  as  out  of  blame. 

Nowlithinithaiulleftinith, 
Andholdith  you  right  ftill, 
And  yc  Qiatti  hct'in  how  that 
Oamelyn  had  hi's  will. 

Anon  Gamelyn  nentin  hii 
Way  undir  the  wode  rife, 
And  he  yfonde  there  plifiilg 
Hi<  yon^i  men  of  prifc, 

'I  ho  wai  this  jongi  Guutlya 
In  heit  right  glad 


Whan  that  he  fond  hii 


yongei 


Gamelyn  and  his  yonge  men 
Ytalkidin  in  fere, 

And  they  all  iudde  right  gode  gunc 
Their  maillir  for  to  here. 


Which  thai  they  had  yfou 
AndGHm^Iynioldlhemi 
HoiThewasf^IlybouDd, 


AU  the  while  that  Qiunikyn  wmt 
Outlaw  had  he  no  curs ;         .  <545^ 

There  ,ne  was  no  maatiMtlor.him 
Yfarid  ought  the  wors, 

But  abbotis  and  prioorit,         ' . 
And  monkis,  and  chanon ;  .  .  • 

In  them  £oribthe  ne  laft-he  nof^  X55O 

Whan  er  he  might  them  nom. 
.^,While  Gan^n-idid  hk  yongmeo 
Y  madd  mirthis  ry  ve. 
The  falf  ^  knight  his  own  brothtrt 
Evil  motd  he  thry  ve !  ISSS 

For  all  this  while  he  waft  ibooty 
Both  one  day  and  othir. 
On  porpofe  for  to  hire  the  queft 
To  hangin  his  brothir. 

Gameiyn  ftodin  on  a  day,  X560 

And  round  him  he  beheld 
The  wild  wodis  and  the  fliawit 
Within  the  wilddfcld; 

He  thooghtio  upon  his  brothir. 
How  that  he  him  behete  X3  65 

That  he  ywoldin  be  redy 
Whaa  that  the  juftice  fete ; 

He  thoughtin  weld  that  he  wolde, 
Withoutin  more  delay, 

Ycomin  afore  the  juftice  •  I570 

For  to  kepin  his  day ; 


6%                 TSeWMCE'dTALIOFGAUELTX, 

Andr^liietohiiynnRinicu, 

NowAii^litiih  yuu  full  y^.n^. 

r..r  »h»i  that  th;  juftite  fitiith 

VVmoWnediihcihtre; 

IJ7J 

I'ur  laniundirahoiow 

IJuiii  thai  [  tumio. 

.-ind  my  brothu  inlledc  of  me 

l-ui^HronOiiillbciiomm. 

!;.■  Rriw  jawr.  fcide  hi.yongi  mw. 

ijEo 

And  tlmt  ihoD  rede  thcrelo. 

Or,;cinithhowitnwllib«, 

AuditfhaUlDbedo. 

VVhiloGuniljuWHT'"'"''''? 

There  chat  the  julljcc  IjtC 

IjBS 

■1  lie  f^tr;  knight  lus  own  Irothir 

r^igatinhenntihal. 

To  hire  Ibe  meini  ou  his  queft 

'i'liliinglnhii^brdihir, 

And  [hiiui^h  ttici  hidM  nat  that  uon 

lijo 

Hi:  woldc  hau  that  oihir. 

■I'hocomithyonsiGamflyn 

Ktomundirtiiewods.irL-, 

,iml  he  braujjlitin  ahing-with  him 

l:i''VOHi;imtnof[>r;fc. 

IJM 

Ucwclc.fcideUanulyti, 

'I'SuiuftleeiBytiie; 

I..I  'hnu  sIoiB  us,  Adam,  and 

l.L:;.i.li^v,-tbailitpcttc. 

1 

.  .1 

Adam  ffc!^^" '"«'«• 


Fij 


Am 


hire  the  juGiccflirks. 
'  all  them  that  bcu  gikif 


«..l1ebt 


■reke. 


Lai  noncefcipin  at  the  dure; 
Tikc.ynngiircinc,  ycme, 
t'ur  1  wull«  ben  the  jnRiee 
ThU  day  domino  dtme. 

I'lay  Godfpcilj  mc  this  ilk  dli 


mym 


«ke! 


imith  thnu  with  me, 
I;t  ihr^u  (halt  be  my  dcrke. 

His  rneio^  ill  auUvcridhiiB, 
AT>d  bid  hym  don  Mi^  b<^l>, 
Atid  If  rhi3D  to  u>  haij  nedc 
Thcx)  (haltlyadin  un  prcft  : 

Knr  we  wdII«  Uandin  niih  the 
Vbili«  ih»t  we  may  dure, 


,nd  bi 


werkin 


F^yiibuEthennohure. 

Yonge  men,  fcid*  GinielyDi 
Siimot  I  wcleyihe, 

right  tnilly  maiflir 


Kh- 


.efiwiinofm 


t  ml  rifThtJ  thereat  the  judice 
Tfniiin  in  the  Halle, 
In  ■.-cTiIJ  tho  yrjng  Gimilja 
Ef^ldiy  atnoDgci  ihcm  eiII. 


TBt  COKt's  TALI  Of  fiAUtLYm  6j 

Oamtlyn  letd  im&ttir 
Hisibrothir  out  of  bend ; 
Than  feidd  to  him  Sir  Otis 
Hit  brothir  that  was  heode, 

ThouhaddiftalmofttGamdlyn^  lC6o 

Dwellid  away  to  long, 
For  |he  qaeil^isygon  cvt 
On  me  that  I  fiiulde  honge. 

Brothir,  tho  feidd  Gam^yo» 
God  gevd  me  gode  reft,  '       1 665 

This  gode  day  they  ihull  ben  hofigid 
That  ben  upon  the  queft; 

And  thereto  the  juftice  both^, 
That  is  the  jugge  man. 

And  eke  the  (hcriffour  brothir,  1670 

For  through  him  it  began. 
•  Than  feid^  yong^  Gam^lyn 
Unto  the  faifc  juftice, 
Now  is  thi  powir  at  an  end, 
You  muft  nedis  arife.  1 6  75 

Thou  haft  ygevin  domis  that 
Ben  evil  alld  dight ; 
I  wolle  fettin  in  thi  fete. 
And  dreffin  them  aright. 

But  the  juftice  fattin  iUild,  1 6  80 

And  roofe  not  anon, 
An4  Gam^lyn  with  his  fwerdd 

Clcvid  his  cheke  bone. 

F..I 


u 

YrinEc  Gameiyn  ii,k  i  hmi  m  hia 
Aiml  ,anil  no  more  f]>ik. 
But  ihrtw  him  ovir  Iht  b»rri. 
And  hill  ami  to  brak. 

Dlirft  DO  nnir  unto  Gunilyn 
Saji  nothing  hut  gnde, 
Fdi  fcTc  of  the  tint  cumpaay 
■rhatwithouimjftode. 

Gxmtl^n  latti  hitn  idouD 
Inthejullic'itftcde, 
(Hfikemthnnwof  thelwurde  . 
That  Gamclyn  tho  deile) 

And  .--ir  Oti  by  him  he  fatle. 
And  Adim  aE  his  fete . 
Ana  whan  GamSIyn  rhc  yongWBi 
Sattc  in  ihi  juftice  Cete, 

ElelelifcttithFJunico 
Andhi.falfehroihir. 


othel 


Thr-tnnwiththMolhir, 

Whan  Oaoielya  had  than  fdoDC 
Had,[in  he  tho  no  reft 
Till  ihat  he  had  etigucrid  wha 
Werin  upnn  the  quid, 

Fur  to  demin  hinbrothirdcre, 
Si- file,  for  to  he  h™ge. 
Er  that  he  wide  «hi,-h  they  were 
It  ihoughte  faim  full  loDgc 


Bit «]  fo  fone  as  0«niilyii 
Wifte  where  that  thei  were 
He  didde  them  everidioiit 
Fetterin  faft  in  fere,  1775* 

And  bringd  them  unto  the  baire, 
Andlett^  them  in  Tewe : 
By  my  faith,  feid^  the  juflice^ 
The  iheriff  is  a  (hrewe. 

Than  feidd  y<Mi|;^  Gamtiyo  1 7  20 

Unto  the  falfe  juftice, 
Thod  hafld  gevd  thy  domis 
Al  of  the  word  affife ; 

And  the  twelve  fifonris  that 
"Werin  of  the  inquefl  ^7^5 

They  (huUe  ben  hoAf^id  this  day, 
do  Ood  gcve  me  gode  reft. 

Than  feide  the  Iheriff pttoufly 
To  yongd  Gameiyn, 

My  L.ord,  I  crie  the  mercie,  X  73^ 

Brothir  artd  thou  myn. 

Therefore,  feidd  yonge  GamMyti, 
Havi  you  Crift'is  curfe. 
For  if  thou  werin  maiflir  yet 
Shuldin  I  fard  worfe.  173^ 

But  for  to  mak^  fliort  my  Tale^ 
AnS  not  co  tary  ionge, 
He  ordeynid  him  there  a  qaeit 
Of  his  own  men  fo  ftrong. 


riere  wirh  the  top'a, 
Andwilhlhewindcdrie. 

And  uli  the  twclir  Gruuris, 
Snraw  have  that  rckk. 
Alii  ihcy  werin  yhongid 
Full  Tonihy  the  DcUk. 

Thus  Endid  hath  the  f^ll^kalght 
WiUiallhhtrecherie, 
Thai  cvirhadda  lad  hii  life 
In  falfeueA  and  folic. 

He  mat  hongid  up  Vy  the  nek, 
AndiDought  hy  the  purfe, 
That  wai  the  Diede  that  lie  had  hadd£ 


Tihiifadir' 


cuife. 


SirOtcwastheeldiOllio, 
And  Gamilyn  was  yotige, 
They  wcntin  with  the ir  fiendii,  and 
Paflidint'i  the  king. 

Thejmadinpece  with  theliioge 
Of  the  belle  affife; 
The  king  iosid  Sir  Otc  wcle, 
Andmadc  him  ajutlicc. 

Aftir  the  king  made  Gamc!yn, 
Eathiinellanduclt, 
The  chefe  jullicc  and  rldece  of 
Aliehiifreforeft. 


Alle  hit  wight  joage  inen  the  king 
ForgainiKeaii  tlieir  ^rlt, 

Andfitheningodeofffiisctheiktfig     '  1770 

Hath  all^  theoiiypilt. 

Thus  has  wstoyongdOamilyD    '. 
His  londd  and  his  Icite,  - 
And  wrake  of  him  hiseoemiot, 
Andquytdthemitheiriiiede.  ' '  X775 

AndSirOtd^hisbrothitdeM^      ' 
Ymade  him  hath  bis  heir; 
And  fithin  wed^djQameiya 
A  fttfe  both  gode  andfaire* 

The)rlividih>ogidtr'#ele  1786 

WhiUs  that  Chrifl^  wqldc, 
And  fithin  that  was  Oalmtiyn  ■ 
Tgravio  undir  mohfe :  ' 

And  ib  ibalU  we  alU  here; 
May  there  no  man  yfle.  .  X  ySif 

God  bringin  u*  untO'  the' Joie 
Thatevirihullybe!  1787 

nv*  endith  the  legend  of  Gam f!yn^  called  The  Coh*s  Tale 
in  alltb4  mjf.  ilfoi  I  have /ten  and  have  this  Tale, 


;0  TH»ri,OW«AN    S  PKOLOCire. 

THE  PLOWMAN'S  PROLOGUE. 

Tilt  Plowman  pluckid  up  hi<  plowe 
■Whan  midfcmer  n.oiic  wa*  comen'  in, 
And  f/iicd  hit  bcften  fhould  «c  inowe. 
And  lige  in  {craflf  up  to  die  chin  : 
Thci  ben  fcble  both  oie  and  rowi, 
Of  hcni  n'ii  left  but  bone  ind  fkione; 
He  fhoke  of  Diere ,  and  conker'  off  drowc. 
And  hongeii  hii  harni»  on  a  pinm. 

He  tnke  his  tabsrde  anil  HiSc  eke, 
A:id  cin  hi;  hedde  he  Tei  his  hat, 
rfttdfiied  he  would  Saina  rhomasfeke. 
On  pilp-image  ht  goih  fonh  plat ; 
In  fcrippc  he  bare  bolhe  bred  sad  Ickei; 
He  iva>  fcrfwonke  and  atl  forfwat : 
Men  might  ha»e  fene  [hrough  bcnhhii  chcket,  ijjj 
And  tvcry  wang  tothe  where  it  fat. 

mf.  Uia  t  [  have  ftxn,  nur  In  any  of  llie  fijtt  ^Tinted  txn^kt.  Cor 
tnnindPynlcnt.lpTerume.duTHnDliiublilliit^theranncrpiInt 
cd  thupoert  Worti  inWeftinhiftei  »bBcy,  and  bolli  befcretk 
BbiilftWorPotwryi  and  the  mlT.  being  bcfnTe  tluc  Ifkncf 
thf  rcrivencri  AcreprohlbltciltTaiiltilblnf  It,  andlrijcrnietliD 
fuWcrlbe  sn  inltrument  it  the  end  of"" ■    ■        —  ■ 


I94jf 


TBB  PI.OWMAN*8  PROLOQITB.  71 

Oar  Hofte  behelde  well  all  about. 
And  fawe  this  man  was  fuane*ibreot ; 
He  knewe  well  by  his  iingid  foout, 
And  by  his  clothes,  that  were  to  rent,  i960 

He  was  a  man  wont  walke  about, 
He  n*as  not  aye  in  cloiiler  pent, 
Ne  couthe  religiouiliche  lout. 
And  therefore  was  he  full  ill  (bent. 

Our  Hofte  him  aied, What  man  art  thou  ?      T965 
Sire  Hofte,  (quod  he)  I  am  an  hine. 
For  I  am  wont  to  go  to  plow. 
And  erne  my  mete  yer  that  I  dine : 
I'o  fwette  and  fwinke  I  make  avowe. 
My  wife  and  babes  therewith  to  findc,  1 9  ?<) 

And  fervin  God  and  I  wift  how. 
But  we  leude  men  yben  full  blinde : 

For  clcrkes  faie  we  ihullin  be  fain 
For  ther  livelod  to  fwette  and  fwinke. 
And  thei  right  nought  us  give  again  1975 

Neither  to  ete  ne  yet  to  drinke; 
Thei  mowe  by  lawe,  as  that  thei  fain. 
Us  curfe  aiid  dampne  to  JieU'is  brinke ; 
And  thus  thei  puttin  ut>  to  pain 
With  candlis  qucint  and  beU'is  clinke.  I  <)  "^o 

Thei  make  us  thrallis  at  ther  luft. 
And  fain  we  mowe  not  els  be  faved ; 
Thei  have  the  come  and  we  the  duft; 
Who  gainfayes them  they  faye  he  raved. 
What,  man !  (qnod  our  Hufte)  canil  thou  prcchc  ? 
Come  ncrc  and  tcl  fomc  holy  ihiiig,  V^r^^ 


j%  ,  TBI  rM^inrm^kMtt JOTAMbu  r 

Sir,  quod  he,  I  herd  ooit  tethc 
A  prcell  in  pulpit  godcprecKiog* 

Saie  oo,  quod  he,  I  the  beiecht.       .  . 
Sir,  I  am  redy  at  your  bidding* 
I  praie  that  no  man  Mic  Eeprocbo. 
While  that  I  am  my  Tak  telling. 

TbM  endeit  tbtPrtitgtie^ 
■ItK  VOLOWITH     ■ 

f  HE  FIRST  PART  OF  THE  TA 

A  Full  fteme  ftrief  in  ftirid  nefire» 

In  many  ftedis  in  a  ilounde, 

Of  fondry  fedin  that  ben  fewe ; 

It  femith  that  fome  ben  onfoundey 

For  fome  be  grett  growin  on  graOAde, 

Some  ben  fouble,  fimple^nd  finall : 

Whether  of  'heih  is  falflr  fonnde-  - 

The  falflr  foule  mote  him  bifall. 

I'hat  one  fide  is  that  I  of  tell 

Popis,  cardinals,  and  prelates, 

Parfons.  monkis,  and  freris  fell, 

Priours,  abbotes,  of  grete  eftates; 

Of  hevcn  and  hell  thei  kepe  the  yeatet. 

And  Peter's  fucccflburs  ben  all. 

And  thift  is  deniid  by  old  dates; 

3ut  faifhed  foule  mote  it  befall. 

Tte  Phnvman*!  Talc2  A  compl*!nt  ag:a{nft  tlie  pri 
covctouiiicfd  uf  the  clcrg^',  made  no  doubt  by  Chauc 
the  editor  of  Chaucer's  Works  printed  for  uid,  J(/lip  at  J 
jt»D»  l(JOA.  Urry^ 
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The  othir  fide  ben  pore  and  pale, 
And  pcple  yput.Mt  of  prefe,  %C  lo 

And  femin  caitiifcR  Uvre  a  cale. 
And  er  in  one  without  encrefe 
Iclepid  Lcller:iaAd  Londlefe; 
Who  toteth  on  *hcm  thei  ben  untall; 
T  hei  ben  aray id  all  Jfor  peoe,  ac  1 5 

But  fallhed  foulc  mofc  it  befall. 
•  Many  a  counfrey  have  I  foojjht 

To  knowe  the  faliir  of  thefe  two. 

But  aye  my  fravallc  was  for  nought 

All  fo  fcrre  as  I  have  ygq,  flcao 

But  aA  I  wandrid  in  a  wro. 

Within  a  wodc  bcfide  a  wall» 

Two  foulis  fawc  i  fitting  tho. 

The  fullir  foule  mote  him  befall. 

'i'hat  one  did  plcte  on  the  Pcpe's  fide,  aC25 

A  GriiTon  of  a  p-imme  ftature; 

A  P-fllicane  wirhoutin  pride 

To  thcfc  Lcllcrsykled  his  lure; 

He  muiicd  hi-i  mattir  in  mefurc 

To  counfailc,  Chriftay  g;un  he  call;  2030 

The  Griffon  flit  wed  as  (harpe  as  fire, 

iSut  falilicd  foule  mote  it  befall. 
The  Pellicane  bcj^?.n  to  preche 

Bothe  of  mcrcie  and  of  mekcneH^*. 

And  fjied  that  Chrill  fo  gan  us  teche,  ac  ;,5 

And  nicke  and  merciablc  gau  blcITc  : 


f4  mi  »LotrMAii'i  t  Jtiu 

The*  Evangely  berith  wltneffis 
A  Uanbe  he  likeneth  Chrtft  ovte*  iH^ 
In  tokeniog  that  he  mekift  WM 
Sith  pride  was  out  of  heTin  iaXL 

And  fb  ifaould  eveiy  ChrifteneA  bt^ 
Prieftis  and  Peter's  ivtcceSotnu, 
Seth  lowliche  and  of  lowe  degre^ 
And  ufin  none  yerthly  honours^ 
Ne  croane  ne  curious  covertotin, 
Nc  pilioure  ne  othir  pronde  pall, 
Ne  to  cofrin  up  ^te  trefbnn, 
Vbrfalihed  foule  mote  it  beialL 

Prieflis  ihould  for  no  catttU  pledt^ 
But  chaftin  *hem  in  cbarite» 
Ne  to  no  battaile  ihould  men  kide 
For  inhanniing  ther  bwni  dcffttp^ 
Nat  willin  iittioges  in  hie  fe^ 
No  foverainte  in  hous  no  half, 
Worldly  worfliip  defie  and  fle  | 
Who  willeth  highnes  foule  ihall  falh 

Ahs !  who  maie  foche  fainiSb's  call 
That  wilnith  welde  yerthly  honour  f 
Lowe  as  I.ucifere  foche  ihall  fall. 
In  balefull  blackneffc  build  ther  boure 
That  ejgith  peplc  to  erroure, 
And  makith  them  unto  *hem  thrall ; 
To  Chrift  1  holde  foche  one  traitoar ; 
Lowe  as  Lucifer  foche  ihall  fall, 


TbstwUlith^obekingUpa^,  *  AC^ 

And  higher  th^fl  i^t  j^mperour, 
A|i4^nM  that  werin  hot  pfffif  frevet 
Now  wolJin  waivi  a  vtiinriotir ; 
Crod  oe  is  not  ther  f  Qjvnovr 
That  holdidb  none  his  pe|«iag9H»  Aoy^t 

While  cove*tife  is  ther  coun£ulotir; 
4UyL^hefalihede;BiQte  ntdi?ki^t 

That  h^  90  Wffi  wUUf  h  to  ri4e 
In  gUtteraode  jp^l4ei>f  gffce  araj^ 
Paintid  and  p^fftiid  aU  u|  fridOy  OC  75 

No  common  fcnight  ffif  ie  go  lo  gaie^ 
^hwngc  of  dotliipg  ev^ry  4?ic9 
With  goldio  girdi^grete  im.4ii&aU« 
As  hoiftous  as  is  here  a^  baie; 
All  foche  falihe^  990te  b^s  faU.  acSp 

With  pride  pvniAtth  thei  the  pore. 
Awl  Tome  one  the^/ijii^aip  w}ch^4|e. 
Of  holie  church^  iMlMtl>  a^  ho^e. 
And  fill  ^her  won^Ns  w^h  wi^e  and  sde ; 
With  money  fille  t^  many  f  male,  sc  85 

And  chaffrin  churcl^ia  when  thei  fall« 
^4  telle  the  peple  9  leu4e  tale ; 
fioche  faUe  faitours  fpiila  *hem  befall, 

Thei  fede  of  a^f  m^'tf-  inet^ 
With  fong  an4  CoW^ilttiog  long,  ftcpp 

And  fillcth  ther  womb?,  ami  fad  freteSi 
Aa4  irom  xhe  mu^  mu>  (he  goAg, 
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And^ftir  mete  witb  harpe  and  fotij^. 
And  eche  man  mote  *hem  Lotdis  adl» 
And  hote  fpici^^  evir  emong ; 
Soi  he  falfe  faitours  fouie  *hem  bclklL 

■Viitrrs  thci  werin  mo  than  t¥ira 
Iperiid  as  the  quen')»  heddc, 
A  ftafie  of  golJe,  and  pirrie  lo! 
As  hevie  as*  it  were  made  of  kdde; 
With  ch>the  of  gold  bothe  ncwe  and  red^e» 
M'irh  glitterande  gold  as  greoe  as  gall. 
By  dome  thei  dampne  men  to  be  dcdde; 
All  luche  faitoups  foule  *hem  befall, 

<\nd  ChriU'is  peple  proudly  caHe 
With  brode  boke  and  braying  beU, 
And  to  put  pennies  in  ther  pturfe 
Thei  woll  fell  bothe  hevin  and  hell ; 
In  ther  fentcnce  and  thou  wih  dwell 
Thei  willin  geife  in  ther  gaic  haH, 
Aiiil  though  the  foth  thoa  of  'hem  teU 
In  the  grete  curling  fhait  thou  fall. 
'  That  is  ybleffid  that  thci  blcffc, 
Ar.J  curfid  that  thei  curfin  woll. 
And  thus  the  peple  thei  oppreflc. 
And  have  ther  lord&ippis  at  full : 
And  many  be  marchauntes  of  woll. 
And  to  purs  pennies  woll  come  thrall. 
The  pore  peple  thei  al  to  pull ; 
Suchc  faifc  faitours  foule  'hem  befall. 


LordiB  alfo  mote  c!o  *-fa«m  I0UU9 
QbafiAimt  (0.  thtt  brodc  UefliBf^, 
Thei  ri^n  with  th^  toyil  ipwtp 
On  a  coorfir  as*  it  vere  a  king* 
With  fadle  of  goldr  glitCcri»|i:,  O^lig 

With  curious  harnets  qv^fiMf  q^IUty 
Stiroppis  gaie  of  golde  fiaftljog; 
All  fuche  falihed  fbule  fnay  KcfiU  it. 

Chriftes  Mimilen  ickpid  thei  ^jBoe, 
AndraltBalinrqUeney  .  4^1^ 

But  Antichrifte  tl^ci  itfmn  cleiie» 
Attirid  al  in  tiraunie,  . 
Witnefle  of  John  bis  proplfecie; 
Antichrifte  isther  ^dmirall^ 
Tiffelers  attired  in  trocberie ;  a  1 35 

Al  fuche  faitour^  Coiiie  *hcm  befall. 

Who  faith  timt  Same  ni  *hem  may  Qnoe 
He  ihal  be  donvulju  bf  jdbd; 
Some  of  *hem  wollin  glfi^y  winne 
Al  ayenft  that  whiche  jGcod  forbcd.  ft  1 40 

Al  Holieft  t^  clepe  ther  hed. 
That  of  ther  rule  is  f  uU  regall ; 
Alas  that  erir  thei  ete  hned ! 
For  al  fuch  falihed  wqI  fauk  fall. 

Ther  bed  coviti^h  al  booour,  2 145 

To  be  worfliipped  in  wordq  and  dcde, 
^ingis  mote  tahim  knele  and  coure^ 
To  the*  apo&lcs  that  Chrift  forbedt  •. 

Gvx\ 
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To  Popis  hefte  fach  take  more  hede 
I'han  to  kepe  Chriften  comtnavikUsiiciit, 
Of  ft  old  and  filvir  ben  ther  wede, 
Thei  holde  him  hole  omnipotentr    ■ 

He  ordaineth  by  his  ordinamicc 
To  pariihe  prieflis  a  powercy 
To'  anothir  a  gretir  avaonce, 
A  grrtir  point  to  his  miftere ; 
But  for  he'  is  highift  in  erth  here 
To  him  refcrTcth  he  many'  a  point. 
But  unto  Chrifl,  that  hath  no  pere, 
Refervith  he  no  pin  no  joynt.  . 

So  fcroirh  he  abovki  all, 
And  Chrift  abovin  him  nothinge^ 
Whan  that  he  fittith  in  his  ftall 
Dsmpnith  and  favith  as  him  thioke ; 
Suche  pride  tofore  hie  God  doth  ftiAke: 
An  nngd  bad  John  to*  him  not  kaele. 
Only  to  God  do  his  bowin^e;  .  , 

Soche  worfhip- witters  mote  ill  fcle. 

TliiM  lie  cicpe  Chrift  but  Saniivs  Deus^ 
And  cK'i'e  ther  hcd  Sanfiiffimus  j 
All  tht y  that  fuchc  a  fcAc  fewis 
I  trow c  thei  taken  'hem  amiffc : 
In  crth  here  they  havin  thcr  blifle, 
ThiT  hie  maftir  is  Btliall; 
Chril  his  pore  peple  from  *hcm  wifle, 
For  al  fuch-j  fuhl*  will  foule  befall. 
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Tlicy  mowiD  both  yluiidtf  and  lo£et 
AndattitlbriiWboJylifBi  .     . 
To  fiive  or  dunpne  they  mowm  chofe  $ 
BetweDe*h«mdcnruagfreteftrife;  -  ai8o 

Maoy'anaoickBledwildiakinfe  '  * 
Torwete  which  JiaviiilonUhiplhaU;    ■.   .. 

For  foche  Chriftio£fnfLwottaiiitf  fere,:. 
For  all  fadie  fidlhed  wS  foole  fiill.  ^ 

Chriftraid,  j^l;M»/ir»l«»  2x85 

With  fwerdd  fi^y  he  ffiall  die^ 
He  bad  his  priefli«  peceiand  gritfay     ' 
And  bad  *hein  not  drede  for  to  die, 
And  bad  them  be-both  fimple'  and  file, 
Andcarkdnotfor.ttocattelt,    :  2i9d 

And  tmfte  on  God  that£tteth  on  hie,      > 
Ford  faUe  flial  ftdl  fenle  be^U/ • 

Thefe  woUin  makd  men  to  fwere 
Ayenft  Chrift'ticommanndteientt 
And  Chrift'is  members  al  to  tere,  3195 

On  rode  as  he  were  newe  yfeot; 
Badm  lawes  thei  maken'by  affent,  ■ 
Eche  on  it  tbrowith  as  a  ball, 
And  thas  the  pore  be  folly  ihent. 
But  falihed  foole  it  (halle  befall/  2  ico 

Me  ofin  thei  nofimonie. 
Bat  feUe  churchis  and  prioriesi 
Ke  chey  ufin  to  none  envie, 
But  curlin  al  *hem  cbnttraries,  '• 


I  tidiing  ^linrfi  iMrvm 

e  of  bribiy  and  larfon 

takin  [a  fccmi:  thcr  iompnoun 
arme  the  peple  wh»t  they  may, 
lafiloners  And  fslTe  faituurt 
J  fell  Lher  fejea  I  diuc  well  fay, 
..^atl  lo  holdi/igrci  urue. 
To  multiplie  'hem  EuireinetBll, 
They  ditde  ful  lilel  Aam'it  diy, 
Wbaa  aUuclje  EalAcd  fhal  foule  fall. 

Siidie  h:irlorLds  Qiul  men  ditirlaundcr. 
For  ihat  thejr  Diuliia  nitUe  them  grc, 
And  bcQj^  proud  IS  Alexander, 
And  fain  to  ihe  por«  Wo  be  ye ! 
By  yerc  eiihe  pried  Ibal  paic  hie  fe 
i^or  to  encrcfi'  hU  lemm^n^  riU;; 
Euche  herdislliul  wel  ivi!  the, 
And  il  fuche  filfe  (hal  foule  birfjl!. 
And  if  a  man  ba  ^tfoty  famtd. 
And  wol  yniake  purgjcioUQ, 
Thvi  wol  the'  9Sli;er>  be  agrsmed, 
And  affign  him  fro  touii  t«  Couo  j 
60  nede  he  niiift  payin  rannfotpe. 
Though  he  be  tienc  as  1*  thrillaU, 
And  than  have  an  abjalution  ; 
fyttal  facht  bUc  fhal  E»uU  bcbU. 


Though  he  be  gikie  of  the  dede,  ■ 
And  that  he  may  the^money  paie,  %i^ 

Al  the  while  his  purfe  wol  ybkde 
He  may  ufe  it  fro  day  to  day.    - 
I'he  biihopes  officers  goM  gay. 
And  this  game  they  ofe  ovir  all. 
The  pore  to  nil  is  al  ^ir  (>fay ;  %1^ 

But  al  fuche  falfe  ihul  foule  befatt. 

Akts!  God  ordained  no  ftiche  Ittwe, 
Ne  no  fache  crafte  of  covetife. 
But  he  forbad  it  by  his  law6 ; 
Suche  rolers  motiren  of  G  od  agrife,  930^ 

For  al  his  rulis  ben  rightw^e: 
Thcfe  ncwe  pointis  ben  pore  papall. 
And  Godd*is  lawe  they  all  difpice. 
And  al  fuche  faitours  fliul  fonle  fall. 

They  faine  that  Peter  had  the  key  4305 

Of  heven  and  hcl,  to  have  and  holde  ; 
I  trotjre  Peter  toke  no  money 
For  no  (innis  chat  he  yfolde  : 
Suche  fucceflburs  ybcn  to  bolde, 
In  winning  all  ther  witte  they  wraf,  1316 

Thcr  confciencc  is  waxin  colde, 
And  al  fuche  faitours  foul  'hem  fal. 

Peter  was  ner  fo  grete  a  fole 
To  Icvc  his  key  with  foche  a  lorcll. 
Or  cake  fuche  curfid  foe  or  tole,  25^5 

He  was  adviHd  nothing  well  y 


hey  feme  nothing  aferde,  J 

'c  thcr  (hqw  iutn  flefert ;  t 

falfefaUatirilhulfDulefal.         | 
^  ^yhadiliapoHli-shere. 

[ky  ihey  There  m»y  be  but  one 
\xj  not  cm:  in  no  mancre,  I 

»  iiu  icvc  not  thi»  ben  loll  echouc :  i 

Peter  ttri4,-fo  did  not  Jehu ; 
AVhy  ishc  dcpcJ  the  Ptincipa!!  ?  if 

ChtlDe  dcped  him  Peter,  not  tht  Stona  t 
AlUrefiitoaKfealc'hcmfaera].  > 

Why  curEn  they  the  croirery 
Chria'iiChtiQisncrcturis? 
For  bytnene  (hem  ii  novr  envy 
To  be  enhaunlitl  in  bunours  ; 
CiiriaiD  liiETs  with  ther  laboun, 
Fot  they  levin  oQ  Do  IRoIt^, 
Ben  do  ta  derh  with  dilhinDaiii 
And  al  fuche  falft  fnule  'hem  brfal. 

Whit  knoweih  a  tiltuutentlhe  plowg 
The  I'op'itname,  and  what  he  hate  f 
Hitcredefuflireth  to' him  inoive, 
And  knoweth  a  cardi'nal  by  hn  hacM, 
Rou^h  is  the  poTc  liiinj^hily  luce, 
That  kiiow.th  Chrid  his  Cod  royal  i 
Sticht  maters  be  ii'.t  worth  a  ^naltt, 
huL  [u^c  tilSt  iiutuuii  CouU.'Lcin  al 


HeoiBkithprteibtfbreriJilytluH^.  -:      2(345' 
And  not  at  all  £ot  Chrifl*i8  f4lEe  9 
Si^  that  yben  f al  fttt  aad  AwIm^ 
To  fouris  hele  nalie  bedt  tjiey  tike.;^  - 
Al  it  wel  done  what  er  they  itakiSt 
For  they  flial  aflfVrore  one»  Isr  all  t  935 tf 

For  wor]d*is  thank  (kch  woreh  and  wake, 
Aifcl  al  Tache  falfo  flial  foald  lleMJ. 

Suche  th;it  can  nat  yfay  ihtrende  .     . 
With  prayir  Ihal  be  made  frelatca» 
Nothir  canMtM  the  gofpeil  i^e,  A  J55 

Soche  (hul  now  weldm  kic  eftatet ; 
lUieliid  godet  frendikip'heDi  nukes» 
Thei  totith  on  ther  fumme  totaU ; 
Suche  here  the  keyes  »f  hsUHs  yatci^ 
Andalirochefalfeihalfotile.be&lL  2360 

Thei  forfakin  for  Chrift'is  love 
Trd^aile,  and  hungre,  thurfte,  and  colde ; 
They  ben  ordrid  or  al  above 
Out  of  youthed  til  they  ben  olde ; 
By  the*  dor4fhey  gfo  nat  to  the  folde,  ^365 

To  helpe  ther  ihepe  they  nought  traval^ 
For  hirid  men  al  fuche  I  holde^ 
And  al  fuche  £llfe  foole  'hem  befaU. 

For  Chrift  our  King  thei  wol  forfake,* 
And  knowe  hint  nought  for  his  poverte,  23  79 

For  Chrifl'is  love  they  wol  awake. 
And  drinke  pieiucnt  ale  aperuc  *« 


■Of  God  ihcy.icmc  nothing  aferdc, 
jViludyliveasl-amusI, 
And  drive  thei  (hqx  inOi  Htfett; 
A I  fuche  f dlfe  hkaan  (hul  fouk  fal. 
Chria  yhad  xii  npoftlej  hers, 
■E  f jy  they  Thctc  ntsy  liehut  one 


That 


laynt 


AVho  IcTc  cot  ihiiben  lofi  cchuac: 
Peter  errid,-fo  ilid  not  John ; 
Why  ii  he  elcptd  ihe  Piiutipail  ? 
Chtifle  deped  him  Pner,  not  ihi  Stonu  j 
A\  Mfc  faltourn  foule'hcm  he  fal. 

\l'hy  curfiii  they  the  noifcry 
Chrift'isChtiniancreturiF,' 
For  bytwene  them  it  now  en»y 
Tn  be  enhaonSJ  in  honguts ; 
Cliriflin  livers  with  ther  labouri, 
I'rt  They  levin  oo  no  morti.!, 
Bc:i  ilo  to  detli  with  ililhr  ni>uit, 
An.l  al  fucht  falTe  firale'heni  befal. 

What  knowelh  B  tilloore  nr  the  plows 
The  r<ip'Ii  name,  and  what  he  line  I 
H.-.  cede  fufEfcth  to'  hitn  inowc. 
And  knoi-erh  a  cBrdi'iid  byhinhatie. 
P,oi:phi»(hcporeiiiit'iglitly  Uttc, 
Thit  kiicwith  ChriQ  his  iind  rpyal ; 
F^;ht  maftrshe  lint  worth  sgiraltc, 
But  ;u.bi;  r^lTe  iailuurt  fculo 'licm  CaL 
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A',  kiogihti  kncle  and  kiffelhtt  lliowe, 
Chiift]eta«fisfidkiflehU£ete,  - 
Me  thinke  he  holdeth  Mm  hie  inowe. 
So  Lucifer  did^tha  hie  let  t 
Sadie  one  me  thinke  himfdleibiyety  ^4^5 

Orm  the  trouth .  he  wm  nat  cal  i 
Chrifte  that  fuffirid  wooodit  wete,^. 
Shall  make  all  fuche  falihed  foulc  &1L 

They  laylth  out  therlargioettea  ' 
Fortotaklafilvirandgrolde,    •  24IO 

Tfad  fillin  coffers,  and  fackes  fettet 
There  as  they  foulis  catchin  iholde ; 
Ther  fcrrauntes  be  to  them  nnholdei 
But  they  can  doablin  ther  rentall ; 
To  higge  *hem  caftles  higgt  *hera  holde  ;         24 15 
Andal  fuche  falfe  foulc  'hem  befidl. 

JStre  emdetb  the  Jirfi  parte  ofthh  talt^  and  hereafter 
fdvwtth  tbefeconde^rte* 

1*0  accorde  what  this  wordd  fall 

Mo  more  £ngli(he  ne  can  I  finde, 

Shewin  anothir  nowe  I  Ihall, 

Vor  I  have  moche  to  laye  behinde,  24^0 

How  prieikis  han  the  peple  pindc. 

As  curtcis  Chrifte  yhath  me  kinde. 

And  put  this  matter  in  mymindc. 

To  make  this  manir  men  amende. 

Hij 


Shorldy  to  Oumie  'hem,  mi  Aewcaowt'l 
How  wrongfuily  they  verchc  and  tvdka,  I 
Of  hie  Gad  nolbinK  l^ ^t  nc  howc,  V 

But  in  Coddcs  wDrdt  i^lhiiBuy  abalke,     ..  1^ 
In  iaraii  huldi:  'bcm  and  in  halkc,  i 

And  prechen'of  tiihia  andoffrtnde, 
Anduntruelyof  che  gof^l  uik:; 
Forhiitncrcy  Qod  iCBmoniie!  i 

What  cli  is  Antichrifte  ta  lai«  , 

Butenii  OiriD'is  ud^rbrie J  <  I 

GurJic  hsih  DOW  bEE  miDy  a  due  ' 

To  Chrlil'18  hLddmefnl  conlHrie, 
Thit  fiara  the  tKJU»lie  elene  ywgrry;  ( 

Out  of  the  way  tliey  two  yariuii,  ,  < 

And  Chrift'ii  pt^le'  UBtrueiy  ciry  i  y  • 

GodfarhispiikitBDicndcI  ,  i 

They  live  cuiirrary  rp  Chtiftcj  life. 
In  hie  pride  againft  mckciitffr, 
Agwoft  ruffrannce  they  uEn  ftrife, 
Andugre  ByenftrdbreBeflt, 
Ayenid  wifedninwiUuliiefles 
To  Chrill'is  lalia  litil  tende, 
Ajainfl:  incfure  nutrajiaufnefls  ; 
But  whan  God  wol  it  may  amende. 

Lord uly life  aycoftlowlineffe, 
And  dcmiti  a  I  without  mercy, 
And  coveiife  aycnite  isrgeffe, 
^k       Ayenifi  tiomhi  tri;chery. 


Andi^eniftaliiicfteBff;     ' 

FordttftitemainteiBeleGiie^;  t455 

Ood  for  hit  gntci  duf  amcndt ! 

Agunft  peoaitttttlwi  sib  ddighlct^ 
Ayenft  fnffirMmce  ftroog  ddcace, 
Ayenft  God  thcf  n6n  ill  righnt, 
Ayenift  pkie  ponHhincmety  I460 

Open*  evil  ayenft  coatioeitcc ; 
Tlier  widdd  winning  worie  diTpen^ 
Sobimcfle  fette  in  codtfpcnce; 
God  for  his  godenefle  it  amende! 

Why  deimin  tbey  holy*  hit  powere*  ^465 

And  wnnglin  tyenft  ai  his  heftet  f 
niB  Bnng  aoivivc'Cnei  noofpit  nercy 
Bq€  livin  worfe  than  witleffis  beftet; 
Of  fiflie  and  fldbe  they  levin  feftes ; 
As  lordii  the!  ben  brade  ikeode ;  2470 

Of  Godd'is  pore  thci  hatin  geftes  ( 
God  Car  his  mercy  this  amende ! 

With  Dives  fuche  flul  have  ther  dome» 
That  faine  that  ifaey  be  Chrift'isfrendes, 
And  do  nothing,as  they  Ihoold  done,  2475 

Al  fuche  ben  £Uiir  than  ben  fendes : 
On  the  peple  they  ky  foche  bendes 
As  Ood  in  erth  they  han  offimde ; 
Saccouf  for  foch  Chrifte  now  ieod  us. 
And  for  his  mercy  this  amende  i  2^Zo 

Hiij         , 


A  token*  of  Antichrift  they  ht  t 
His  careckes  ben  ivswurUcikaewt,    .  ; 
Re  ce  ved  to  preche  fM  no  mail  be 

Without  tokin  of  him  I  trovw : 

« 

l^cheChnfJdnyntktn^pruihmowCp  i     1485 

From  God  aboTe  tbtt  ben  yiiciide 
Goddes  word  to  tl  fglke  for  to  flM«rf »  ' 
And  finful  man  for  to  ammkt 

Chrifl  fent  tlv?  pord  fpt  to  preclir» 
7'he  royal  rich^Aft.dfi&'OQfcib,  S49ar 

No  w  dare  no  pore  the  pcpk  teclic» 
For  Antichrift  is  al  tfaer  £m  ;-  • 
Amon^  the  pepb  he  qiote  gPt  v 

He  hath  biddin  al  fuche  £uipendt» 
Some  hath  he  hent«  sad  tfunkcth  |ct  mm  |        .I49I 
But  al  this  God  nay  welvoeode.  , 

Al  the  that  hap  thcworUe  fofffdw» 
And  livin  lowly,  as  Qodbaddc, 
Into  thcr  prifon  ihiiile  bo  t«k0« 
Bet  in  and  boundin,  and  forth  laddet  tjOO 

Hereof  I  rede  no  man  be  dradde, 
Chrid  faid  that  his  fiiould  be  yihende; 
EciiC  man  ought  hereof  to  be  gladde, 
Foi  Crod  ful  wel  it  wt>l  amende. 

1  ht  V  take  on  'hem  royall  power,  f  J05 

Aiy'  *iy  they  havin  fwerdis  two. 
One  ci!'-iV  to  hel,  one  Qe  men  here : 
At  his  talcing  Chrift  bad  no  mo. 


* 

had  but  one  of  tho, 

\  to  hini  fipice  gan  defends,  S5 10 

Jic'  ihech  badde  put  it  tho ; 
:he  oiUcbcvies  Gctd  emeiide ! 
!ku1  PfltfiT  to  kepc  hu  fkepe, 
his  f wor^e  forbade*  hem  Coute ; 
no  tole  with  fkepc  to  kepe,  AJ  '5 

pherdes  that  ihepe  wol  bite ; 
;  fuche  fhepherde«  ben  to  wite 
I  ther  (hope  with  fwerdr  contende ; 
r  titer  ihcpe  with  grete  difpite; 
\  God  qnay  well  amende.  t  j  ao 

fucccffoures  be  thei  nonght 
iriil  ymade  his  diefc  pa{h)ure ; 
DO  ihcpherde  ju(iD  ought 
>uld  fle  as  a  bochoure : 
crc  Peter's  fucccfibure  »3  25 

re  his  fhepp  til  his  backe  bende, 
>we  'hepi  from  eTery  fhoore ; 
s  God  may  wel  amende, 
ours  to  Peter  ben  thefe 
at  Peter  Chrifte  foribke,  %%  30 

had  Qod's  love  to  lefe 
herde  had  to  leie  his  hdce; 
I  the  ihepe  as  doth  the  coke ; 
ikin  they  woll  ontrende, 
y  glofe  the  Goipeli  boke ;  15  35 

s  mercy  them  amende ! 


Mf 


A  token'  uf  AniithHft  ihey  be  ; 
Hi>  caretkes  ben  new  vide  iknowe, 
RtccTcd  Lo  ptechc  i!ijj  no  niui  be 
■Without  tokio  of  luin  [ttow«  : 
Eche  Chrillinyrirft  to  rrcchla  owe. 
From  God  «buie  tijei  ben  yfcude 
Goddci  TCord  to  ii  l-jlkt  fcr  to  thowe, 
AcdCnful  man  for  Co  aniMide. 

Chriftfeiit  [tie  pure  fpt  tnprcchc, 
Theroynlrichflsiiitnutfo. 
Now  dara  no  poie  the  peple  lediei 
For  Anlichrilliialtiirf  toe;  ■ 
Aman;;  tlie  pcpt  be  niote  j-o, 
He  hjth  biddia  nirucbt  rufptnde, 
Sume  had]  he  heiv,  anl  thinkeih  yet 
But  il  thit  God  n>ay  wcl  amnude. 

Al  tho  that  hip  the  worlite  furfidie, 
Aad'li  •ill  lowly,  at  tjod  liaddc. 
Into  tber  prifor.  Ilit)!ic  be  take, 
Btun  anJ  l.f.iii..lir:,  atdinrth  lidde  : 
Hereof  1  rede  noman  be  dndde, 
Chrifl  fiiid  lUl  hisCiaald  be  yihtnde; 
SchemanougbtharCartobegltddc, 
For  God  ful  wel  it  wOl  amende. 

They  lake  on  'hemrmyallporrtf. 
And  fiy  (!ity  havin  fwtrdii  two. 
One  (uHe  lu  hel,  one  He  men  here  : 


-.1 


^ 


bb  taking  ChriUhadDomo, 


"Yet  Peter  had  Jbu^  Cite  AflllQt 

And  Chrift  to  hio)  finite  gae  dkfitedcy  S5 10 

And  into  the'  ihetl)  MUe  pot  t|  tho ; 

Apd  ^1  fache  niifiibinwjQttd  ftneftdel 

Chrift  bad  PftflTto.ioefK  Ma  AicpiV  '. 
And  with  hit  fwoiyk  laAadc*  hem  faaitci 
Swerde  is  no  tok  widi  ihepc  to  kcpe,  sj  1 5 

But  to  Ihepherdea.tlkMt-ftepe  w«l  bite  i 
MP-thinke  fuche  fhephenin  hea  to  wite 
IVho'ayen  ther  ihepg  with  fwerde  contrade ; 
They  drive  ther  ihepe  vrith  grete  difpits^ 
But  al  this  Ood  i|ifty  wjdl  ameBde.  %s  ^^ 

Peter's  faccefiburetlic  thei  nought 
"WlKMDti  Chrift  fjtuu^ hit  ekefe  paftonre; 
A  fwerde  no  fliephfirde  mfio  eugfat 
Bat  he  would  fleas  a  bodunme:  .   . 
Who  fo  were  Petei^s  {uect&jnrt  %$  15 

Should  here  his  fliep^  iii  his  backe  bendc, 
AM  ^hadowe  *hefB  fropi  every  ihoore ; 
And  al  this  God  in«7  'Wid  amende. 

Snccefibuis  to  Peter  ben  thefe     .    - 
In  that,  that  Peter  Chcifte  forlbke»  25  30 

That  leTir  had  pbftd'siofie  to  Itfe 
Tba«  fliepherde  had  tokfit  his  hokc; 
Heailleththeihqpfias.dothjthecoke;  - 
Of  'hem  takin  they  woli-nstrende,. 
And  falfely  glofeihe  Oo^U  boke ;  25  35 

God  for  his  mercy  th^suKicndtfi  ' 


BB^B 
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Whan  Chrift  hid  tilte  Peter  iht  kof 

Chtift  hide  hemuft  ydie  for  mini 

'l^hat  Pettr  to  Chrift  RJn  withfay, 

Chrilie  bad  him  Go  bchladc,  Sathao  : 

«J4» 

Fuf  world'i*  *ele  Gad  to  offtnde ; 

Peter",  fucceffoun  tbey  ben  than  ? 

Bui  1.1  ruche  God  may  net  amende. 

FiH-SathaiiiitoraTnomDrG 

•J4J 

Bin  he  thu  caDlrary  lo  ChriH  it. 

In  [lu<  ihcyjeraia  Ptter'ilore, 

Thd;  bwin  him  whan  hr  did  milTE  ; 

ThcT  Wowe  him  forfoih  in  (hit 

Th=r  Chrift  nould  Peter  reprehoide. 

Ml« 

£u«  nat  that  long.ihlD'  hevin  blidbl 

Gix]  tor  hit  mere;  'hem  aTiiende) 

Thei  oDQe  apolUc  ftweo,  In  cafe 

Birt  him  that  bertraiedChrill,  Judu, 

■JJJ 

Thit  hare  the  purfc  in  eoery  londe, 

And  a!  that  he  tniEhc  fetto  on  hondc 

He  hidde  aud  ftilt,  and  it  mifpcnde  ! 

Hi<  rule  thcTe  [raitoufi  han  in  hondet 

A]:iilghty  Uod  allfscheaineiide  I 

s<fi> 

And  at  the  laA  his  lorde  gan  tray 

C<irGHIythinui:h[uIIeca>ttie, 

So  would  there  iiaine  him  far  monij 

Alii  thtj  ymStia  in  whu  viicr; 

J 

They  be  fikrc*  of  t W  kk  cnfif-?.  ^   4565 

From  all  fothnefTe  tj^  hon  ^RCncode* 
.^\n4:covctife  q||MPsewitli-queiiuir( 
Almighty  God  al  (ufib«ilini3iMU»! 

"Were  Chrift  upon  erth^befc  «(^«  foiie^ 
Thefe  woul<lindampi\i^bimt«di«(  .   .  %S70 

All  his  heilis  they  han  for^fip^, 
Ad4  faine  his  fa Wtaf  b«R  kofefie ; 
Ayenll  his  coinmaui)4^metitr9  thoy  orif , 
And  dampnin  aUJU«t*iiie  brcR^tt, 
For  thci  nc  like  fucIw.M»gri«;  :  . . .        a^  7i 

God  Almighty  siUi'tifilM  afntfo4«i     .  ' : .   . 
;  .  Xhcfc  han  more  jvigbc  in  fingkiodil'hcr? 
Than  hath  t^  ititg  and  fU  IU9  lftV«^ 
They  haq  fivfitM^d  fticfae  pQ>w(;r» 
To  takin  *hem  whom  lift  joot  knwwe,  ai  89 

And  fay  that  herefie*  is  therikw«, 
AdU  fo  toprifon  wol  *))Afn  fciido  { 
It  was  not  fo  by  cldir  daw« ; 
God  for  his  mercy  it  ^qi^ndf ! 

The  king'is  lawe  wol  ao  tasM  (kiftf  25  ts 

Angerlich^  witHoitf  U)  ftofwer^, 
^%  if  any  man  thefc  xpiii^enEie 
He  ihall  be  ba(igk(id  M  d  here* 
And  yet  wcl  worfp  they  wol  him  tere. 
And  in  prifon  woUin  him  peade  t59Q 

In  ginis,  and  in  othir  gcre; 

Wkvk  that  God  woU  it  may  am^oiiB. 


94  TJH 

TlickiDgiietaxithiMthiiBM  i  •"  ' 
But  by  affcnt  of  the  cownrtijiw;    '      '       : 
But  chde  eche  fen  wiolntaatai^kaii  '  4m 

MatllurfwUy.iiiare  than  dottetet 
Thcr  felubf  ycrebcttirbtt 
Thui  is  the  kiiig*i»ui 

Ther  officers  han  gretipf^    

But  allc  this  miichefe  God  ■MWidc!      -  .ft|gt 

Who  lb  wal'pnive  a  tdbonent 

That  is  nat  al  worth  ttButfemiM^    •    ' 

He  iial  payc  for  the  pirc  winant' '  ..  .^-.••'■l 

ThethirdeofthenoBey«ttM«aide}^  •:  ? 

Thiisthey(itt4fbpleiaiiaifiaade»  >       a6c| 

They  lay  foche  parte  t'cm  Ibovld  apcade. 
There  as  they  gripen' it  goeth  to  gnaade  I 
God  for  his  meccy  it  ameode ! 

A  fimple  fomicatioii 
Twenty  (hiUingis  he  ihanpsy»  '   ■    '  -  sto 

And  than  hate  ahfohidmi 
And  al  the  yere  ofe  it  he  may  t  ^' 
Thostheilettln*heingoaftrsy;     - 
Thei  recke  nat  though  the  ibule  be  brende; 
Thefe  kepin  evill  Peter's  kay ;  %tj^ 

And  al  fuche  fliephcrdes  God  amende ! 

Wondir  is  that  the  parliamente. 
And  al  the  lordis  of  this  londe. 
Here  to  ukin  fo  lite  entente 
7  o  hdpe  the  psplc*  out  oi  thct  YkonAt^  )j^ 
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For  thci  ben  hardir  in  thcr  bonde, 
Worfe  bete,  and  cmdlir  ybrende. 
Than  to  the  king  U  underiUnd ; 
God  him  heipe  ihis  £»r  to  amende ! 

What  bifhoppct;  what  religions,  -^    9625 

Han  in  this  lande  as  mnche  Uy  fe,         .   i 
X'Ordefliippis  and  po&flions, .       . 
More  than  lordis  it  femith  me ; 
That  makith  'hem.lefe  charite : 
Th^  mowin  not  to  God  attende,  2630' 

In  erth  thci  have  fo  higbe  degre ; 
God  for  his  mercy  it  amende ! 

The  EmpeVour  yafe  the  Pope  fomtime  . 
So  hlghe  lordefhip  him  about. 
That  at  the  laft  the  fely  kime  0635 

The  proud^  Pope  yput  him  out. 
So  of  this  rclme  is  in  grete  dout ; 
But,  Lordes,  beware,  and  them  defende, 
For  nowe  thefc  folke  be  wondir  ftoute ; 
The  king  and  lords  now  this  amende.  2649 

*r6us  endetb  the  fcconde  parte  of  this  tale^  and  hereafter 
folo-weib  the  thirde, 

M0Y8E8  lawe  forbode  it  tho 
l^hat  preftis  (hould  no  lordfhippes  welde, 
Chrifl'is  gofpell  biddith  aifo 
That  they  fhould  no  lord(hippis  hclde ; 
Chriftes  apo/^eis  were  ner  foboVAc,  *v^\^ 

No  fucbe  lcrdlbippc&  to  'hem  cuV>tw:c, 


9<^ 


TBI.fta%llJ»?»TMI^ 


But  ikieretlier flicpeiuMl>k«f4itiMBfftUlf    - 
May  God  Mnendo 'ictaiMiik^lnctl' 
For  thd  DC  ben  but  taiAtElittcii  z,'i . 
Men  mij yknow  fwm  byibtritaM^ u  .     t 
Thergreuroeile  m^keth 'bni  (Iv4ftify«tf^ 
And  Cake  hit  iiigkene»>ili«ifntey.     -  • '       t 
And  thei  were  pore  and  Iwl  bMikB  '• 
Thel  n*old  nat  dement  ■fniitinAaef:. 
Noriihetherihepe,tndliaiLBAt.liit«^  . 
Ma^  Cod  amende  'hem  for  lUa  Efface ! 

What  canft  thou  precht-syotf 
That  men  yskipia  Secnhire  f:   * 


t*s*> 


IHiei  ben  curatesof  many  t9mte%:  i. 
On  yerth  they  ha?in  gretspdwono^  < 
They  have  grete  prebendu  and  de^ 
Some  two  or  thre,  and  fohi6kavc  aw^ 
A  parfonage  to  ben  pbi^nig  fere. 
And  yet  thei  ferve  the  kmg'atfot 

And  let  to  fermd  all  that  fare 
To  whom  that  wol  mofle  give  thcrfofc. 
Some  wollin  fpcnde,  andfome  woll  fparc, 
And  fomc  wol  laye  it  up  in  ftore; 
A  cure  of  fovie'they  care  not  fore, 
So  that  they  mowin  money  take ; 
Whethir  ther  fbules  be  wonnc  or  lore 
Thcr  profites  they  woU  not  forikke. 
I 


«^^ 
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They  have  a  frtdctm%  procuratoari 
That  can  the  pore^peplc  enplede^ 
Androbbe*hema»araviDouf4  2675 

And  to  his  lofde  the  moz/j  lede, 
Ab(1  catche  of  quiche  and  eke  of  dede^ 
And  richin  him  and  hit>  lorde  eke. 
And  to  robbe  the  pore  ^tve  gode  rede 
Of  olde  and  yon^#  of  hole  and  ficke.  s68o 

Thcrwith  they  pcrchafc  'hem  lay  fe 
In  loftde,  there  as  'bem  likith  beft, 
And  buildin  brode  as  a  cite 
Both  in  the  eft  and  in  the  weft ; 
To  piirchafe  thus  they  bt-n  ful  prcft,  .1685 

But  on  the  pore  they  wol!  nought  fpen<!d< 
Ke  00  gode  gi#£  to  Godd'is  geft, 
Nc  feode  him  fomc  that  all  hath  fende. 

By  ther  fervicli:  foche  woliin  live, 
And  truft  that  othir  to  trefure ;  4690 

Though  all  ther  pariflie  die  iinftirivd 
Thet  woll  oat  givin  a  rofe  fioure ; 
Ther  life  fhould  be  as  a  mirrour 
Both  to  Icrid  and  leude  alfo. 

And  tcche  the  folke  ther  lele  labout ;  ^^9S 

Soche  mifter  mco  ben  all  mifgo. 

Some  of  'hem  yben  full  harde  nigges,  > 
And  fome  of  *hem  ben  proude  and  gaie, 
Some  fpcndin  ther  gode  upon  giggcSj 
Andfindin 'hcmo/^^retearaie.  .  •i»"\c.^ 

/'a  W^  /v.  \ 
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Alas !  what  thinke  th(*ie  men  to  fids  >-  «   * 
That  thus  difpendiaGodd'it  godft  f 
At  the  grcte  drcdcfall^om'is  dsie      ■ 
Soche  wrctchls  (hull  be  worfis  than  wode» 

Some  ther  ^bnlrhit  newit  oe  fio;  - 
Kc  fier  o  penie  thidir  fende ; 
'J'hough  that  the  pore  for  hoDgir  diei 

0  p<mic*  on  'hem  will  thei  not  fpende  t   ' 

1  lave  thei  receiving  of  the  rente 
'i'hei  recke  ncr  of  the  rem^naant ; 

Alas !  the  devill  hath  dene  *hem  blentC] 
Soche  one  i»  Sathanes  ibjoqmaant. 

Aq4  ufe  horedome  and  iiarlottrie^ 
And  covctife,  and  pompe,  and  pride. 
And  flothe,  and  wnthe,  and  eke  envie, 
And  fewin  fiitne  by  every  fide ; 
Alas !  where  thinkin  foche  t'  abide  f 
How  woll  thei  ther  accompti^yefd  ^' 
From  hie  God  thei  mowe  *hcm  not  hide ; 
Soche  willcrs  wittc*  is  not  worth  a  nelde* 

Thei  ben  foroticlin  richefie 
Thit  ChriU'is  povert  is foryct; 
Yfcrvid  with  fo  many  nitlTe 
Hem  thinke  that  manna  is  no  nnetei 
All  !•'  jjode  that  thei  mowin  gete; 
1  lici  wcneto  livin  evirniore; 
IJut  whan  that  God  at  dome  is  fete 
iiochc  trcfour  is  afcblcllcre. 
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UnnethU  mote -thei  matins  faie 
For  coaming^  tnd  fox  courtholding,  a  73  o 

And  yet  he  jangilithasjaie, 
ij^dtnnderftoDt  hfrnfelf  nothings ; 
He  woll  fSmt.  bdche  erk  and  king 
For  his  finding  aivd  for  ^  ^     ' 
And  hide  his  tithing  and  o£Gnng ;     .  2735 

This  is  a  feble  charite. 

Othir  thei  ben  proude  or  core'tmuy 
Or  eiles  thei  ben  h^A  or  hnngriey 
Or  thei  ben  libe*rallor  Iccheronsy 
Or  els  medlers  with  marchandrie^  2740 

Mainteiners  of  men  with  maiilrie, 
Orilewardes,  couutours,  or  pledoort. 
And  ferve  God  in  ypocrifie ; 
Soche  prieftisben  Chriftes  falfe  trattours. 

Thei  ben  falfe,  thei  ben  vengeahle,  2745 

And  begile  men  ln;Chrl&*i5name} 
Thei  ben  uniledfaft  and  nnftabie  ; 
To  tiaie  ther  Lorde  *hem  thinke  no  ihame ; 
To  (ervin  God  thei  ben  foil  lame ; 
Godd*is  thevis,  and  falfcly  dele,  27^0 

And  falfely  Godd*is  worde  defame ; 
In  winning  is  ther  world*is  wcle. 

Antichrid  thefe  prieftis  ferve  all, 
I  praie  the  who  mai^Iayin  Naie  ? 
With  Anrichrift  foche  ihuliin  fall,  2755 

Theifblowen  him  in  dede  and  faie; 

lij 


i 


Wl 


The!  fenriB  him  iaricheanie^ 
To  fervin  Chrift  MkmtdMf  Mi|i 

Whf  at  the  drcdfall  domit^M' :  ■  ■  >  i , . 
ShiUl  thei  not  folowe  him  to  fumi  * 
That  knowea  *ltam  ietf  that  ih<i  4oea  iU 

Ayenft  Chriil*is  commiuiii^nMiit^ 
Aiul  amende 'iiem  p^  ne  wfll. 
But  ferve  Sathan  by  one  aflenU-    -. 
Who  fay ith  fothe  he  Audi  he  fliCTtt/ 
Or  fpeketh  ayenft  ther falfc  liviM|^, '  • 
"Who  fo  well  Uvith  ihall  be  hfeat. 
For  foche  ben  gretir  than  the  kisg. 

Popiii,  bifliopt,  and  caf  dinak, 
ChanooSy  and  parfoot,  and  vtcara. 
In  Gdddes  fenice  I  trowe  ben  £db 
That  facraaentia  iellin  here. 
And  ben  ^B  proiide  as  Xjttci£ere: 
l^che  man  loke  whethir  that  I  lie;     / 
"Who  fo  fpekith  ayenft  ther  powem 
It  ihall  bie  holdin  herefie. 

Lokith  how  mapy  orders  take 
Onciy  of  Chrifl  for  hit  fiervice. 
That  the  world'ii  godis  fbrfakei 
Who  fo  take  ordirs  ochir  wife 
I  trowe  that  thei  /bail  fore  aj^rife, 
l^or  all  the  glofe  that  thei  conne, 
All  ae  few  in  not  thi&  aflife ; 
In  ^ill  time  thei  (hut  bt^onn^. 
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Loke  how  many  emong  htfm  all  2785 

Ne  holdin  Qot  thw  hid  waie 
With  Antichrift  thei  fhulHn  fall. 
For  that  thei  wollin  God  betraic: 
God  amende  *hem,  that  heft  ymaie ! 
'  For  m^ny  mea  thei  makiu  ihcnde ;  2  790 

Thei  wctin  well  the  fothe  I  faie, 
fiat  the  devill  hath  foulc  'hem  blende.; 

Some  of 'l^m  on  ther  churchis  dwell 
Apparailled  porely ;  proud?  of  portc ; 
The  feyen  facramcntes  thei  doen  fell ;  2  7  95 

In  cattell  catching*  is  ther  comfort : 
Of  eche  mattir  thei  wollip  mcll ; 
To  doen  'hem  wrong  is  ther  difport ; 
To*  afraie  the  peple  thei  ben  fell. 
And  hold  'hem  lower  than  docth  the  lorde.       28c O 

And  for  the  tithing  of  a  docke, 
Or  of  an  apple  or  an  aie, 
Thei  make  men  fwere  upon  a  boke; 
Lo !  tlius  thei  foulin  Chrift'is  faie : 
Soche  berin  cvill  hevin  kaie ;  a8c  5 

Thei  mowin  alToile,  thei  mowe  ihrive,     - 
>yith  meonis  wivis  ftrongly  plaie. 
And  with  true  tillers  fturte  and. drive, 

At  the  wreftlingand  at  the  wake, 
Andthechiefchauntoursatthenale,  2S10 

Market  beters,  and  ipcdlicff  make,    - 
Hoppco*  and  houtiii  with  he ve  and  hale.; 
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Acf^refrclhc,  ind  atvini  Ibic, 
Thci  diae  anil  drinke,  and  inikc  deb 
The  f=ven  facranientei  fee  »  fiile  ; 
Kepe  fuchc  liie  kaiesof  lievingate^ 

A-Ieni>i,  wivii  Ihci  wollin  hold, 
And  ihoug-h  rhat  thei  ben  riglit  fory, 
To  rp..'ke  thci  (hull  noc  be  (o  hold, 
l-'orfonipriing  to"  theeonfiiloiy, 
And  make 'hem  (aie  with  moulhc  1 1 
Ttiiiugh  thei  it  lawin  with  (her  eye 
His  Icmman  holdin  opialy 
Mo  nun  To  hardc  to  aOce  why. 

tie  woll  have  tithiDg  and  offiicg 
Manure  whoff>CTir  it  giuiche, 
And  twifc  on  the  daie  he  woll  Gng : 
Godd'is  prieftisne  were  none  foche; 
He  mote  go  hunte  with  dogge  and  bl 
And  blowen  his  home  and  cryin  He] 
Andfcrceiicuftnaiawilche; 
Soche  kepin  evill  Peter'*  key. 

let  (hei  mote  have  fomeftockeor 
Gaily  paintidand  proudly  dighc. 
To  niakin  men  livin  upon, 
Andfaif  that  it  is  full  of  minht, 
About  foche  tr.cn  fee  up  grete  light. 
Other  foche  ftnckes  (hull  flande  thtrt 
A.  darke  a,  if  il  were  midnisht, 
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Thit  it  the  leode  peplc  fe  mowis* 

Mtrf,  thou  wxHTcheft  woiuiir  thiages. 
About  that  that  meq  offrio  to 
liongin  brochis,  oiichia«  and  riogea; 
The  prieft  porcbafith  the  offiiogea^  2845 

But  he  n'ill  offir  to*  aobc  image  s 
VTo  is  the  foule  that  hie  &i£oges 
That  prechith  for  (bcbe  pilgrisiagB ! ' 

To  men  and  womeo  that  ben  pore. 
Which  that  ben  ChxiiTis owne  libBiyifle,  aSj  o 

Men  flinlUn  Affir  at  ther  dore. 
That  fuffire  hongir  and  di&refley 
And  to  foche  image  offir  Icffe, 
That  mowe  not  fiele  ne  thirfte  ne  eold ; 
The  pore  in  fpirite gan  Chrift  biefiic:^  2855 

Therfore  offritH  to  £eble'  and  old. 
:   JBockilen  brod#!  and  fwerdii  ieng, 
Bandrike,  with  bafelardirkene, 
Soche  toletjaboiit  tber  nedte  thei  hong: 
With  Antjchrift  fbche  priefti*  ben ;  a86  o 

Upon  ther  dedes  it  it  well  fJene 
Wbmn  thei  fervi^,  whom  thei  honouren ; 
Antichrift'is  thei  ben  all  dene. 
And  Godd*i8  godea  fidfly  devonrcn« 

Of  fcarlet  and  grene  gaie  grounes,  2865 

That  mote  be  flupin  for  the  newe, 
T#^ppiA  and  kiflin  in  tounea 
TllP  dwnoicles  that  to  the  daunce  fibwe, 
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Cuttid  clothes  to  fewe  ther  hewe,      ^     '     ' 
With  loogd  pikis  on  ther  (hone :  at^O 

Our  Godd*is  gofpcll  is  not  trae ; 
Eithir  thci  fcrvcthc  deviU  or  none. 

Kow  ben  the  prieftk  pokos  fo  wide 
Men  niuft  enlarge  the  Teftimeot, 
The  holy  gofpell  thet  doen  hide  4875 

For  the  contrarian  in  niment ; 
Sochc  prieftcs  ol  Lucifer  ben  fent : 
Like  conque/bocsthei  ben  anied. 
The  proude  pcndanntes  at  ther  ait  pent^ 
Falfcly  the  trueth  thei  hen  betraicd.  0880 

Shrift  ill  vir  foche  woUin  aikeis* 
And  wollln  mpi  crepe  to  the  crooche ; 
Kone  of  the  faciamentes  faYC  aikis 
Withoutiu  niede  (hall  no  man  tonche } 
On  ther  biihop^ther  waraot  Tooche,  0885 

I'hat  is  a  lawe  of  the  decre :       . 
With  mcde  and  money  thus  thei  mouche, 
And  thus  thei  fain  is  charite. 

Within  the  naiddisof  thermafle 
Thei  n'ili  have  no  man  but  for  hire,  %%<^ 

And  full  Ihortly  let  forth  ypaffe ; 
Sochc  (hull  men  tindin  in  eche  (hire 
That  prirfonagcs  for  gaine  defire 
'i'o  live  in  liking  andialulles( 

I  dare  not  fainyi/w  cjejto  dirt  ^8^5 

1  hut  fcchc  ben  Antichrift^xs  pricfles. 
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Or  thei  ycf  the  bifhoppis  why. 
Or  thei  mote  ben  ia  kuXerrice/ '       •    . 
And  holdin  forth  thtr  haiiotcrie, 
Soche  prelates  ben  of  febb'empirife;  %^CO 

Of  Godd*i8  grame  ^nchc  men  agrife, 
For  ihche  maitics  that  tafcin  mede, 
Howr  thei'  excyfs  *fae<ii,  and  in  wh^  sri&, 
MethinHith  tfa«i  ought  greteiy drede.    ••  . 

Thei  fain  th^t  it  ta nomaxi  loBgoth'  ^9^5 

To  reprove  themjthoagfa  that  thei  erce,  ■ 
But  6ilfly  Godd'is  godes  thei  £»Bgeth, 
And  therwith  nuintcui  <wo  and  W£ire  ; 
Ther  dedes  fliould  he  sa  liright  as  ftertiey 
Ther  living  leudd  ra^irn^is  light :     .: .  -  09x6' 

Thei  faie  The  Pope  ne  nviii:  noc  erre ;  ..  .. 
iicie  mull  that  p%£Sn  mann'is  might. 

Though'  a  pried  lie  with  im  kmman^  al  aight,- 
And  tellen  his  felow£  and  he  him,  . 

He  goith  to  maffe  ^fiOB  right,  ap^i 

And  faieth  he  fingeth  ouf  of  finafi; 

H'k6  bfrde  abideth  him^  his  inne, 

And  dighteth  his  diner  the  mene  while. 

He  fingeth  his  malTe  for  he  would  winne, 

And  fo  he  wenith  God  b^gile.  2920 

*Hem  thinkith  long  till  thei  he  mot, 
And  that  thei  ufc  forth  all  the  yerfi; 
Emong  the  folke  yrh*a  he  is  fet 
He  holdith  no  man  half  his  pere : 
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As  GoddcB  godenes  no  man  tell  mi^ht, 
Ne  write  ne  fpeke,  ne  thioke  in  thought,  3c  10 

So  ther  faUhed  and  ther  unright 
Maie  no  man  tell  that  ere  God  wrought. 
The  Griffon  faicd,  Thou  canft  no  godc, 
Thou  came  ner  of  no  gentill  kinde; 
Othir  I  trowe  thou  waxift  wode  *  30 15 

Or  ellis  thou  haft  k>(le  thy  minde. 

Should  holy  churche  yhave  no  hedde 
Who  (hould  ybe  her  govemaile. 
Who  (hould  her  rule,  who  (hould  her  redde. 
Who  (hould  her  forthren,  who  availe  ?  5030 

Eche  man  (hall  live  by  his  travaile ; 
Who  bcft  doith  (hall  have  moft  mede : 
With  ilrength  if  men  the  chcrche  affulc 
With  (Irength  men  muft  defende  her  nede. 

And  if  the  Pope  were  purely  pore  30*5 

And  nedy,  and  nothipg  ne  had. 
He  ftkuld  be  drive  from  dore  to  dore ; 
The  wickid  of  him  n*oldc  not  drad; 
Of  fochc  an  hedde  men  would  be  fade,. 
And  (infuUy  liven*  as  'hem  luft ;  3030 

With  (Irength  amendis  foche  be  made. 
With  wcpin  wolves  from  (hepe  be  waft. 

If  that  the  P<;pe  and  prelates  would 
So  begge  and  bid,  bowe  and  borowe. 
Holy  churche  (hould  yftande  full  cold,  V^^^ 

Her  fervauntes  fU  and  foupe  foroYre*, 


\ 


And  tliei  woe  iMWiglitir,  firnlr,  ■rfhminn^ 
T#  tFwflup  Go4  BKn  wvaftd  witte 
Bothonevioandoninonnve:    ' 
Sochi  harlotrie  men  woolilaiet. 

And  theribiv  men  mflmfy  ehatnim 
Shooldin  be  honcftc  in  mil  Huag^ 
And  worfbipfuU  God*a  wofkn^wcrdw; 
So  femeth  it  co  fenre  Clusft  dier  Ud^ 
In  honeft  andln  dene  dotfaing, 
With  ▼effek  of  gold  and  dodicf  ric&e 
To  GodJkoiwftkjrio'  make€firin|f^ 
IFttT  tp  his  lord  tup  none  ii  iidie;. 

The  Pellican  caft  in  houge  crie. 
And  faied,  Ala !  why  lakft  thoD  fi»  ? 
Chf  ift  is  oor  hcdde  that  fittet^on  hte^ 
Hcddis  ne  OBf^t  vfc  b»¥e  nottM*; 
We  hen  his  memhres  bothe  aUb, 
Fathir  he  taught  us  call  him  ak^ 
Maifters  to  call  forbad  he  tho ; 
All  maifters  ben  wickid  and  fals 

That  takith  maiftrie  in  his  name 
Ghoflly,  and  to  win  ycrthly^de; 
Kingis  and  lordes  ihould  lordfhip  have. 
And  rule  the  peple  with  milde  mode. 
But  Chrift,  for  us  that  flied  his  blode. 
Bad  his  prtefts  no  madirihip  have, 
Ke  carke  not  for  dothis  ne  fode ; 
From  all  mifchief  he  woll  'hem  fave; 
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Ther  riche  clothes  iJiaU  be'dghtwiiaefie^      3065 
Ther  trefure  a  uutMc  ihtdlbe» 
Charite  (hall  be  ther  riche£fe, 
I'her  lordihlp  fliall  be.iiiiite» 
And  hope  in  God  thcriieiitfle, 
Ther  YefTell  a  dene  cf>nfcience ;  5c  70 

Pore  in  fprite,  aadhumiUte, 
ShaU  be  holy  church  'is  defienoe. 

What !  faied  the  Grlfibn,  suie  the  greve 

That  othir  folkis^eo  wek  ? 

What  haft  thtfa  to  doi»  with  thor  Uve  ?  3C75 

Thy  falihed  e?  csry^msa  miiie  fele, 

F«r  thou  ne  canftca  cat  tell  g;ete. 

But  liYcft  in  lond^  m  alorel]» 

With  glofiflff  geCtiftiJieii  thy  mete ; 

So  farith  the  devil  iirlielL  ■  3080 

He  would  &ISA  ccheiiun  there  ikoiild  dwells 

f f  r  he  livith  in  clene  pavie, 

So  with  the  tales  chat  thoBidoeft  tell 

Thou  wouldeft  othir  |»eple  deftrie 

With  your  glofe  and  your  hereile,  3'c  85 

For  yc  can  live  im  bcttir  life 

Bot  -clene  in  faU  hyfwcnfie. 

And  bruigift  the  in  wo  and  ftrifie. 
And  therwith  have  ye  not  eotioen, 

For  ye  ne  havin  here  no  cure;  3090 

Ye  ferve  the  devill,  not;<3od  ne  Bttuii 

And  he  ihallpayin  ybu  your  lure*. 


For  ye  wel  hrio  w  cU  at  fefici. 
And  be  m»m  clochid  for  die  cold, 

Therfartysglalb  Gadd'isbcfie*, 
And  bcgtle  psple  yoaR  and  old. 

And  lil  the  fevin  ruiimeiuet 
Ye  fpeke  »jenft  ai  je  were  Hie, 
Tilhing*,  oSriu^,  widi  yoor  ea 
And  on  jwtt  i.o[d'i>  body  lie : 
AU  thu  y«  dKa  lo  lim  in  efe, 
Ati*hol*yitIiTheTbcDnone  foche. 
And  lain  The  Pope'  ii  not  vaiih  a  pefe. 
To  nuke  tLe  pcple'  lyea  him  groche. 

And  tbi*  ycommith  in  by  feodcs 
To  bring  the  Cbriftin  in  dillauncc. 
For  thci  wmitd  that  do  man  were  fremle*. 
Lenth  thy  ctattrinf;  with  mifchiiuice  I 
If  thou  li*e  well  what  wilt  thou  maxe  ? 
Let  otbir  men  live  a>  'hem  Uft, 
Spcndin  ther  gode  or  kepe  in  ttori ; 
Othir  mennei  confcience  uer  ihou  n'ifl. 

Ve  ban  no  cure  to  anfwere  foie  ; 
What  meddle'  ye  that  ban  nut  to  doco  ! 
Lee  men  live  a  ibei  t^an  docu  yore-. 
For  thou  Ibalt  anfwerc  for  no  miti. 
The  Peilican  Tayid,  Sir.naie, 
I  ne  difpifid  not  the  Pope 
He  DO  facramenl,  folhe  to  fiiie, 
13ul  fpeke  in  cbarite'  and  godc  hope ; 
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But  I  diTpife  ther  lui  pride, 
Ther  welthe  that  fhould  be  pore  in  Tprite ; 
Ther  wickidnefle  is  knowe  fo  wide, 
Thei  fervin  God  in  fal£e  Kabite, 
And  tournin  mekenefle  into  pride,  3  ^  ^5 

And  lowlineife  into'  hie.degre. 
And  Godd*is  wordis  toume  and  hide, 
And  I  am  moved  bv  charitb 

To  lettin  men  to  livia  fo 
With  all  my  conniag  zai  my  might,  3  ^^ 

And  to  vf^tina.  men  of  ther  wb,. 
And  to  tellin  'hem  trooth  and  right. 
The  facramente«be  fooi'isliel^ 
If  thei  ben  uiid  in  godd  iifitf 

Ay enll  that  fpe&e  I  ner  a  dele,  3^35 

For  than  ne  were  I  nothing  wife ; 

Bot  thei  that  ufe 'heih  in  miife  m^erev 
Or  fet  'hem  up  to  any  fsiie, 
I  trovire  thei  fliall  able  '.hetn  dcre : 
This  is  my  refpn,  .^kniy  tak :  3 1 4  o 

Who  fo  taketh  'fadm  unrightfuliiche 
Ay  en  ft  the  ten.comniaondeniehte8. 
Or  elles  by  g^ofe  wrechidliche 
Selleth  any  of  the  facracnentes, 

I  trowe  thei  doe  the  deVill  homage,  3 1 45 

In  that  thei  wetin  thei  dne  wi-eag,- 
And  therto  I  dare  well  to  wage 
Thei  ferve  Sathan  for  til  ther  long. 


To  lilhen'  and  clfre'  i«  holfome  life, 

Sb  ii  be  docn  in  due  mancre, 

A  mm  ID  houriliu  and  to  Diriw, 

Wedding,  and  ill  oihit  in  fere. 
Bo  It  be  limber  folde  ne  faought, 

Nrnk^nCK-veforcomire, 

Ani  ic  be  fo  tahcD'  it  i>  DOD|rh(; 

Who  felleth  bimfomaie  foie  igrifcj 

On  ourLordei  body'  I  doe  not  He, 
1  faic  che  foihe  thorough  true  rede. 
Kit  HeDie  and  blode,  through  his  miltcric, 
li  there  all  in  the  forme  of  brede. 

How  iiij  there  it  nedeihnoiflrive, 
Whethre'  it  be  fubgcl  or  accident. 
But  OS  Chnll  nai  whan  fic'  wu  on  Utc 

If  Pope  or  cardi'DiU  live  gode  live, 
A ,  Clirlll  u>  bad  in  hii  fufpeU, 
Aycnn  that  ne  woll  I  not  eiive, 
UiiE  nu  thinkiih  thei  live  not  weil; 
ForirihePopcliiedasGodbedde, 
indhighurffchelhoulddi"    " 


helTe,  CI 


beddes 


IMckcncfTe  and  pofertc'  he  thould  ofe. 
I'he  Griffon  fiied  he  ILouM  abie. 
Thou  Iball  be  brent  in  balcfull  fite. 
And  all  thj  Tea  [  iball  diflric; 
Tc  UhU  be  hangid  bj  the  (wiie. 


T^  flmUe  be  hangid  laiHto  drawc ; 
Vtho  gifith  yoo  Itwe  for  to  preche, 
Or  fpekin  igainft  Godd'it  Uw6, 
And  the  peple  thus  faUeiyteche?  3180 

Tkon  ihalt  be  cnrfed  with  bofce  and  bell, 
And.diiTevered  (ram  holie  churehe^ 
And  dene  idampnid  into  hell, 
Othirwife  but  ye  woUin  worche* 

llie  PeUi'cao  iaied,that  iae  dredc;  3185 

Tour  cnrfing  is  of  lite  valne; ' 
Of  Ood  I  hope  to  have  my  aoede, 
JFor  it  is  falflied  that  ye  fltewe, 
For  ye  ben  out  of  charite. 

And  wilne  vengeaunce,  at  did lilero ;  3 1 pd 

ToinffiiD  I  woli redy  be;  • 
i  drede  not  all  that  thou  canil  do. 

Chrift  bad  ones  fuffre  for  his  loTe, 
And  fo  he  taught  all  his  ienraantes. 
But  thou'  amende  for  hia  fake  above  |  3 1 95 

1  drede  not  all  thy  maintenaonce ; 
for  if  I  drede  the  world*i»hate 
Me thinkith  I  were  lite  topnuie : 
I  drede  nothing  your  hie  cftate, 
Ne  I  ne  drede  not  your  dilefe*  32co 

Wollin  ye  toume  and  leve  your  pride. 
And  your  hie  porte  and  your  richefie. 
Your  curfing  flionld  not  go  fo  wide ; 
Ood  bring  you  into  rightwifcnefie  \ 


For  1  drede  not  your  ticannic. 
For  nolJiillg  Ihal  yc  can  ydocn ; 
Toruffrclnmiillrcdie, 
SSit  I  recke  ncTir  how  font. 

The  Grlftan  grinned  m  be  ncic  wodc, 
And  lokid  lovely  at  on  citvlc. 
And  Cware  hy  cock'ia  bertc  and  blode 
He  wold  him  Icie  cttry  donle: 
Holy  churche  thou  ditclaundriil  faule[ 
Pot  thy  fpechc  1  woll  the  la  isce. 
And  tubIlc  thy  Bc(he  to  rate  and  manic ; 
Lofcll,  thou  flulc  have  liarde  gncc 

The  Griffuti  flewc  foiih  on  hli  waie, 
TJie-PeUican  did  fitmd  wepc. 
And  ID  himfclf  he  gin  C.  faie, 
God  would  thit  any  ol  ChriHes  fticpe 
Had  herdin,  and  il^Mllrapc  . .' 
EchcawordtbaC.hticbfidlilihi'.    ' 
AndwDuld  it  wnte  and  #t  li  ikqie; 
God  would  it  were  all  for  hit  grace! 

I  anFnerid,  and  lalBdil  would, 
If  for  my  traiaik  one  would  pcy. 
Pilllaiir. 

He  faicd  jrA;  thcfe  ther  God  han  bid. 
For  thei  han  grece  llore  of  nioacy. 

I  rayid.Tell  mc  and  thou  lAaie, 
WhyullA  chou nwBo'is ircfpace ? 


rax  rL6WMA1i^M:TA1Mm  ttf 


He  faid,  To'  amende  *hem  in  g*de  fiff 
If  God  woll  gtte  nte  8ii]r.gc»ctf ; .  ■ , 

for  Chrift  hixnfelfislikflji  to  ine^ 
That  for  his  peple  died  OB  rode ; 
As  fare  I  right  fo  faritl^  he^  :  -  ■  3155 

He  fedith  his  birdes  with  hii  blode  X 
But  thefe  doexl  evifl  aydsil  Oodt; 
And  hen  his  foen  undir  frendes  face ; 
I  toki  'hem  how  ther  liTing  (lode, 
And  God  amende  "hem  for  hii  grace !  5940 

I 

What  ailith  the  Griffon,  tcU  why 
That  he  holdith  on  tbe'  othir  fide,' 

Forthei  two  yben  liiuly 

And  with  kindis  yrobin  widek     1 

The  foald  betokinith  pride*  3^45 

As  Lncifer  that  high  flewt  was. 
And  fith  he  did  him  in  iUiude, 
For  he  agiltid  Godd*is  gtace. 

As  birde  flyith  np  in  the  aire. 
And  iivith  by  birdes  that  ben  meke,  3%50 

So  thefe  ben  flowe  up  in  difpaire. 
And  ihendin  fely  fbulis  eke; 
The  fonlis  that  ben  in  finnes  dkfC  . 
He  cuUeth  'hem ;  knele  therforc,.  alas ! 
For  bribrie  Godd'is  forbode  breko  ;  ^'t  ^  ^ 

Bat  God  amende  it  for  his  grace  I 


ti8  niK  Tfibvauni  VTiiL-c 


.  The  hinder  parte  isa  Im 
A  robber  and  a  nvioer. 
That  robbeth  the  pepfe  in  yenh  doune^ 
And  in  yerth  ho^lith  none  his  pere :  $%6$ 

So  fareth  this  foale  both  fiorre  ami  ncrv, 
Wi^  tempo'rel  firength  tiic  peplo  chafe 
As  a  lion  proude^iri-yeMi  htffr^ 
May  God  amende  'hM'f or  hh  grace ! 

He  flewe  forth  whh.liipvniigiB  twain        '.    39^ 
AUodronping,  aad^a&U.M^dmS, 
But  Tone  the  Gri£Ebn  qwpeagiun. 
Of  his  foulis  theytrth'  warfoll) 

ThePelU'caohebad'^aftcopdl,  

Sogretenombrenerfenethvrcwas^  "S^jb 

W  hat  manir  of  fouks  tdkri  utott^ 
If  God  wol  give  me  of  ^ii  i^e. 
•  ^ith  the  Griffon  come  Ibvlis  lele,  ■  V 

Ravins,  rokis,  crowis,.and  pie. 
And  graie  foulis,  agadiid  "wttle,  .  5175 

Igurde  above  they  wouldin  hie^ 
Gledis  and  bofardes  wercn  *hem  by, 
Vhite  moUes  and  puttodoes  toke  ther  place, 
And  lapwinges,  that  wel  conith  lie; 
This  company'  han  forlete  ther  grace.  39S0 

I^ong  while  the  Peliican  was  oute, 
But  at  laft  he  commidi  againe. 
And  brought  with  ViimtJkve  ^\v«:vL^wi!«.\ 
The  Griffon  wou\dtoic«Lovi^^«»**^^ 


Hisfotill8fleweaB»thickeasnmic»  3t8| 

The  pheniz  tho  began  *hem  chtce, 
lV»i|ie  from  him  it  was  lA  tndhe. 
For  he  did  vengeaunce  asdoo  gt«ce. 

He  flewe  *hem  domw!iv»th6iitixiercj{ 
There  cftaite  neither,  ireiiethndl;    -  39^ 

On  him  they  call  a  nifiillciae  .    .       ■    - 
Whtn  that  the  Grifibadoan  watliU; 
He  bete  him  not,  bat  ile^e  *hem  all : 
Where  he  ^hcm  drove  ho  man  may  trace  t 
Under  the  erth  me  thought  they  yall ;  3295 

Alas,  they  hada  £ebl€  grBC0 ! 

The  PeUican  then  aqud  right 
For  my  writing  if  I  have  blame 
Who  then  wol  for  me  fight  of  flight  ? 
Wi^ihulUnihelddmcfromilwne?  '        Jj^ 

He  ^hat  yhad  a  maide  to  dame. 
And  the  Lamb^  that  flaine  ywas, 
Shal  Iheldin  me  from  goffly  blame. 
For  erthely  harme.  is  Godd'ia  grace.    ' 

Therfore  ( pray  twiry  man  3305- 

Of  my  writing  have  me  ezcufed* 
Thia  writing  writeth  the  Pellican, 
That  thus  thde  peple  hath  di^)ifed ; 
For  I  am  freihe  fully  adviied 
1  D*ill  not  SMinteinc  bit  menace,  33  !• 

For  the  devill  U  oftc  dtfguifed 
To  bring  a  man  to  evil  grace. 


130  TBI  rAft09MiUl«  AITB'TAFtTtftC. 

Witith  the  Pelit'can  lod  jwt  me. 
For  herof  I  n*il  not  aTowe 

In  hie  ne  lowe,  ne  no  degre»  $3^$ 

But  as  £&ble  take  it  3pe  BMWC*   '  r  ■  ■: 

To  holy  chorche  I  will  me  bowc) 
£ehe  man  to*  amende  him  Chrifle  fendc^paccl  ■ 
Ami  for  my  writing  me  aloine.  .     . :    '  ^ 

He  that*  it  almighty  ior  hit  grace.  jjHi 

*  ...  .    .  ■ 

Hffi  endetl  *Tbi  PUnuman*  faU*     . 

THE  PROLOGUE  t 

Or,  The  mery  aivatture  ef^e  Pardmere  amd  Taj^hre  M 
the  IBM  at  Cantfriury, 

WniNall  thifi  freflifelefhip  were  cometoCaotirhinryy 
As  ye  haveherde  to  fore,  witKTalytgUul  and  merry, 

rbe  Prohiiu}  This  Prologue  and  tl^e  Talc  (Uiflory  ofSeryn) 
vrhtch  fottovn  it  were  never  before  printed,  and  are  taken  out 
of  a  mf.  borrowed  from  the  Honourable  Lady  Thinn't,  amf'flol 
to  bemet  with  in  any  of  theoCher  mKwbkhMr.UrryJudfJcr- 
ured  ;  (o  that  if  the  fenfe  arid  mcafure  of  the  verfe  are  not  fo  pett 
fed  here  as  in  the  otiter  Talc*  it  muft  be  attributed  to  the  want 
of  mff.  upon  tlie  autlwfity  of  which  all  the  other  corredions 
arc  chicfl/  grounded.  The  vcrfe  in  all  probability  Is  of  the  Unm 
kind  with  that  of  Gamely  n,  and  were  it  to  be  found  in  a%  many 
mir.  might  no  doubt  l>e  as  cafily  complcatcd,  but  having  no 
other  bcfidc»  the  foremqnUoned,  the  reader  muft  be  content 
with  only  a  faithfuil  tranfciipt  of  it  out  of  that  mf.  Urry, 


Til  VMEKMQKKB  AVOrpjBMRftS*  t%l 

fkm  of-iMBibsttDte^'vcvfve'ibdiof  iiirev 
iluidfiim-dfaBhirininihft,  fordiMn  thai  6bl(liio<{lore 

0£vMami,vtmiMfiit9;ianxiiMnkfff  ^ 

K0tlilrj«f ■i«ria<Mi£fr'mabns^atitf  folf  n- ■  ■ 

yh<reog|fc«rfftifcil^iayiK}c,'fy^ht  m/  Aw'kvtt'jfretut 
StoxidM»«gt5fniAu^ttf9ir3i^j|Wl»f)ii^  1  menei 
Sutnottipfiiiliimidf tttvnvs  at'CMitYdie^Ofm*,  .  i/g 
In Ui$iwg0f'mf  ftkif irti€c,  my:  f^li»^;! vkH  my tymei 
tiMf  (duNJMr-Iffj  4uid  iofgfi  tHeia  wiH^dB^^ 
I  trowe,  •■'"■  ■"»    ■ 

Theii-  Hooftof  Sioothworke,  thaCtwftllvibism  went,  as 

■•  '«|fvluMrtf'lMrd«''to-'foi«v  *'  ■    ^^ 

7*hat  WM  rewler  of  them  al,  of  lasaifd  eke  cf  more, 
Ottl«tfDt<iitli«lvdbfirer)«^fetif  ^iche5rfo>(tlrirch  went,- 
AKh  vitailiis  as  he  fonde  io  town,  andibnioon  othir 


.1 
.i 


'lyilfej'-'l    rCr    ..     -L 


The  Pardonefe  behelde  the  beiyn0t>4idv(rHati8  wer 

Diikennyog  hym  al  prively,  and  a  fyde^k^et'vid :  lo 
l^hw  hddwlftijii^iwii  ib  halfwid  fro  o  flife  t»  another  ^ 
lie  tdke  his  ftafie  totheTapftcM  %  WdkMlttiyue  own 

•  ''hmOiitPt  ■  ■'•  :••'-•  •  ; 

And  he,  as  a  man  i  lerned  of  foch  kyndnets  I4t 

Bracyd  hir  byflftf  Bt^^ddyn,aiidiAadc  Vit  ^^aL^l  c^rvvc^^ 
A  §  thooghc  he  hid  ilmo  wen  hit  al  t\\e  tolKwt  '^  tw  \ 


Ill     TR«  PA&DORtmK  AMD  T#FtTClB«- 

Shehalid  hymintotbetapftrytherelitcbed  w^vmikid; 
l.o,  here  iMggf  (quod  Ac)  mylelf  »l.ii)Kglit  al  ii»kid» 
Without  mtnoy's  company  fyn  my  kne  .WftH  dede^ 
Jcnkyn  Harpoor,  yf  ye  hym  knewie:  from  ftfee.M  ike 
Wasnotalnftierper^wtodtuncenetoicpei ..  [hedt 
Then  he  waa»  thovgbe  Ikkji  andAor  wilktmtege 
She  made,  and  with  hirnaprpii  fetr  and'wkiie  ywift 
6he\rypidi«lthk«yc«liarterittliat^4N]tlaJ^  i 
As  grete  aa  ny  mylftooc  t  upward  g«o  tWy^tot  <  H 
For  love  of  het-fwetyn;,  that  fat  fo  m^ifr  l|jv:hertd 
She  weptand  wayBd;  and  wroogbcf  hqjufafc  Unimt^ 

much  to  done,  .    '. ./.:  ! 

For  they  that  Jdv«o  fo  paflypgly  'fiidiiitt9Mr«l«tla| 

haveechons :"  '■■■  ■  "i"":  v  h  ■,■  -.l" 

She  fuyffith,  fighith,  and  fhokeUfe  hedc^-mliiuide 
roufttt  cher :  :      *. .  r  •-.•/<  -    i 

BeMdiciie/  quod  the  Pardooere,  aad  lAke-ltur  hj  t]it 

fwere,  .    ■  ■  ..  ..-..•  -l^ 

Yee  make  foroweinowgh,  quod  he,  youcJUfe  tbough 

ycihtoldleft..!  ij.;.  -f,    «;     " 

It  is  no  wondir,  quod  (he  than ;  and  ^Ittrwkh  ihe  gas 

tolbefe.  •,.■...,.. 

Aha!  al  hole,  qoodthe  Pardoner;  your  pennaunceli 

fomcwbat  pallid.  [laffid ; 

God  forbede  it  els!  quod  ihe,  but  it  were  fomwhat 
I  m yght  nat  ly  ve  el»,  thowe  wotift,  and  it  ihuld  long 

endure:  45 

^^ow  blflud  be  God  of  mendemtntfi  oi  Vktk  aod  tkA 
ofcmci 


iyJlha  Upriaafer  tlio  ■iie(n»  udtoke  hlr  by  the 


kodlkydfioliit  didewondittlio^  Alas  that  loYC  b  fyn! 
o  kyaA  akitwrM  yce  be  oon,  audi  ib  trew  of  herte, 
larbftmjtinwtCQiiicieaceptlbr.yieive  Ifmerte,  50 
^ndftaU  tUaAiODtli  hereafter,  for  yoarMen^fefe; 
bw  wcic  inshypxyc  kmd.ib  heconil  you  plefe ; 
iurftCimre  •pdnabookthattrewe  heflmldyewef ynd, 
)ac  hethar  iafii  ^^ore  dede  itfeette  in  yebr  mynd.  5  4 
remade a^afbrfr  man}  I  died  ye  wold  have  fterTid. 
InuttttiteoT^geatU  Sir,qBodilie,  thatyee  onafec  vid4 
rcBbeaiiohikmaii,ibleflidm«tyecbei   . 
it  iloiaii;:yoikiil  drynk.  Nay-rwiaX^nod  he) 
un  liftyng  yityimyse  own  hcKt'iB.nite* , . 
tftyngyk^skla !  ^uod  flie;  theiaof  lobgode  bote. 
«Aertinlo;theliiMrAaiidaod£Bt.apyalhote»  .6x 
tdlet  to  fore  the  Pardonere;  Jenken^l  ween  I  n'ote 
hat yflMB name  I  yo w prey.  liHt,-biy]ieowttAiJ(llr, 
irai  I  enfonnydof  them  that  did  me;£oflir. 
lwhats$yDwn?Kitt»iwMs  ibde^memydame. 
'Godd.*itbleiGDghavc  thdw.Kitt  snow  broke  wel 
tfayoame;..  ..    .. 

privy Uch  milaiid  hit  both  eyte-lkidts, 
oludhirinthevilagepBramonramyddui,  ^     . 
ighed.  there  with  a  Ikil  time  that  ihe  it  here 

myghte^  /        . 

in  to  rown  and  feyn  this  fong,  Ktm^  love^  then 
9  mi  ngife»  70 


EtcandbcnvRTvluoditiE;  whybrdrenoawiTMI 

Tawaumoref<:Iclhi[>iiwi'rebiiiu'ork»i'W>fle.{M.' 
Vi'hi  naka  yi  lo  doll  ehcrc'  Im  jaac  latent  home.' 
N;iv,far(i>ath,  ntiiranDhrat,  ii>ic^ivnBiingn.74 

Ifrtme?  »fcl*!  whHtfryye?iIiK  WBW^finiplepreT. 
Trcwl>cliyIr<,qu(iddiEl'ardiioeKBl  tcissBl  ^ettekj- 
Vc,  clitliandbcthraeiy;  wcndl'^icktEhefBaffodCi 
Jtrnmyil  III  JnJiltJrir:  it  is  mery  tn  <be  ahnn;  ' 
lor  byour  Lady  Mary,  that  bareJe&ioitblrnBi 
1  coBd  MWr  Ibto  yit  htt  it  diJ.BM  harm,  to 

£orovtrm7inaMrehal4ih«iolaTeo*irniDoh.  [fvctl 
NowCriIt'i*UlcBiiiiEi,qiUKltlie  PiidooBre.  fiDmcbil 
J.o!  how  t)K;Clovr[liB<<iron:hf!i«cliiiiiit'in4neutt 
l'ori:re«ly,g«DriJC>iaiBn,Iufcche1'iinicCiK^^nudi 
j\r.dhs«c]idO'nitBy<aiyiu'':  I  may  it^naT  ibrbeiB,  tl 
for  XyMd  tueil'l^iiirlli  if,ri  ihdiigh  nUn  'Chc  coUtUJ 

fwore.  :  .   ,   . 
And  thiretriih  lie  Acre  up  [menfy  and'  oafl  ^oW 

grote.      .■ 
What  fhal  (hiido.  gentil  Sir?  Utij,  Sir,  for  my  M 
I  ii'old  yc  payJ  a  |Kuy  ber  andJb  lune  pat. 
ThcPardontrfworeliisgreitoihehewoldpayool 
1  wis,  Sit,  it  iibairfdo,  bnt  fith  it.i»7«i»r  will' 
I  woUpultilinmypinfelcftyeclt  take  in  Ul 
Tot-efuleyraircuiU^EUiilihawithlhfg'an.tobcn 
Nuw  trewly,  quud  ihe  Hacdoncr,  yeuc  niancn  h 

ri>r  liad  ye  counlid  ftrcyrly,  and  nothing  left  behind, 
1  iii'-;lu  have  Wcte  ydcmcd  that  yi;  be  unkind,      jt 


And  cl»%Btt«iiB  ^ihtnittnd  Uaaet  nw  fbrgete, 
fiqc  yc  lUt  temy  trdbreft  Ibr  we  (hali  offter  mete. 
Mowcertaiy  q«odt]ieTapfter,yehavcmredt  ful  even, 
Ai  wold  to  Oodye  cooth  w  wdc  «ido  iny  fwevea 
That  1  my  figUdidnwte  diis  ttygltt  that  la  ypaflid, 
HowfwaiinmdiiidiwlicnitwataUyniaffid,  10% 
Aad  wmId  lay  devodome  tyl  lenrice  wm  al  doon, 
Tyl  the  pieeft. aa4  the  derk  boyftly  had  me  goon. 
And  ptit  moot  of  the  chirch  with  aa  egir  mode. 
Now  Scyiir  Deniel,  quod  the  Fanioiiere,yoar  fwevyn 
:  ttna  togodei  ic6 

Audi  wellbaUbw  It  tbthcheft,  havett  in  yeur  mynd, 
Bdt  ebmjfbly  of  thclefwevjogB  theoentrarymen  ihul 
Ye  have  be  a  bver  ghd,  and  litil  joy  yhad;  [fynd. 
I4ickBp«kiftyhert,andbemeryandglad,  no 
For  ye  flml  have  an  huibond  that  ihaU  yewe  wed  to 
Thatfiuilottyeweaaheftlyathisownlyv&.  [wyve, 
The  pneeft  that 'pot  yew  outof  chirch  (hall  lede  you 

in  ageyney  :     ; 
And  hdpetoyeormmiage  withal  hiimightand  main. 
Thttis  the  fweten  al  andfoni  Kit;  how.likith  the  ? 
Be  my^wwith  iw iidir  vnele,  blcffid  unit  thowe  be ! 
Then  toke  he  leve  at  that  tyme,  tyll  he  com  efTcfone, 
And wcntfo hit fcleflup  (aa it  warto doon )     [tere, 
TboQghe  it  he  no  grete  holynet  to  proch  this  ilk  ma- 
And  that  film  lift  to  her  it,yit,  Sirs,  ner  the  latter  1 20 
Endorithfor  awhile  andfuffrith  them  that  woll,  [pull 
And  ye  fholl  her  how  the  Tapfter  made  the  Pardoner 

iij 


Garlikall  lhek>ag»]rf^hte  tilil  wtsotreBil^ay  ; 
For  the  tnort  /thtf  ftihs  nude  oi  love  the  SlUcr  WM 
hcniftyx.  it4 

But  UtadiugcgiirftetlicrQf » tfao  iheaoqiiitbiftwhik. 
For  eth»lt.thoaghi««ii  cotit  WMOthitffto  b^gite. 
As  ye  ihiilheteliemftir^  viMQtyiiiecBBith  iirffprft 
To  meve  f«ah  taifUnt»f*-'Bmt  oaw  a^UtH  iptfe. 
I  wol  return  flu  igflTO  to  thDomiptBy, . . .  ti^ 

The  Koyghteflod  d  theloleflttp,  and  nothjafrlbr  toljb 

Everich  afttr  his  degre,  to  chirch  then  vn^feiba 
To  p«a  to^to^eBdio  mahe  their  efirin^ 
Righte  Mthfitr.  demctouvc  'wts,  of ifiken  hcoch  ml 
Then  at  chlscltdernha  euctcfy  gmi  toryfe-.  frynjgiilk 
Tyl  the  KnyghCi  olgentihiettliat  knd«rt  right««le 

tliegwyfe^  13^ 

Put  forth  theiprcJitKytbePBribn,  and  hisftoe^ 
A  Monk  lh«t  tookithefpryngiH  with  a  manly  cheMa 
And  did  as  the  mancre  is,  moiltdal  their  patis 
Everichafllr  othir»  righte  as  they  were  of.iUtia>:  14$ 
The  Fret  feyayd  fetoufly  the  fpryagsU  Sdr  to  koldi'- 
To  fpryog  oppon  the  rcmnaunt,  that  for.  Jiisxrope-he 

n'old. 
Have  laft  thatoccapadoune  in  that  holy  phfe. 
So  longid  h\i  holy.confcicnce  to  fe  the  Nonn'is  faie« 
The  Knyght  vrcnt  with  his  compers  toward  the  holy 

fhrytjc     •  •  145 

To  do  that  they  wer  com  for,  and  aftir  for  to  dyne: 


[eberith  mbainmfi'i  qaod  the  toon,  and  cIs  a  rakid  end ; 
*hofrf«tleil,  quod  the  Milkr,  thow  haft  oat  wel  thy 

mynd;  134 

t  itmfpeit,  yf  thowcanft  fe,vith  a  prik  tofore,  [bore : 
"a  puih  a  down  hia  eomy,  and  through  the  (houlder 
'eie,qoodthe  Hooftof  Southwork ;  let  ftond  the  wyn- 

dowglaitd; 
toithnp  and  doith  your  offisrynge;  ye  femith  half 

aoiaiid: 
ith  ye  be'in  company  of  honeil  meh  and  good      159 
(Torchith  fomwhat  aftir  them,  and  let  the  kynd  of 
*n  for  m  tyme;  I  ho}d  it  for  the  beft,  [brode 

'orwho  doith  aftir  company  may  live  the  bet  in  red. 
lien  paffid  they  forth  boy  dly  goglingwith their  hcdis, 
jieUdladown  cofore  theihrine,andhertHch  theirbediH 
^hey  preyd  to  Seint  Thomas  in  fuch  wyfc  as  they 

couth;  165 

kud  fith  the  holy  reltkeir  ech  nan  with  his  mowith 
Liflid,  aft'a  goodly  monk  the  names  told  and  taught, 
kJid  fith  to  othir  places  of  holynes  they  raught, 
Old  wet  in  theirdevocioune  tylfervice  wer  al  doon, 
Lndiith they  drowgh  to  dynerward  aa  it  drew  to  noon , 
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Then,  at  manere  and  cnftom  It,  fignea  tliere  thef 

bonght,  .    171 

For  men  of  cimtreihuldknotriivhoBietbeybfldfiNigli^ 
£chc  maD  Set  hii  filver  in-fuch  thing  aa  Uief  likid. 
And  in  rhe  nusao  while  the  Miller  had  ypildd 
His  bofom  fol  of  figAfi  of  Oanterbiiry  brDchia^  175 
Though  the  Pardoner  and  he  prjvely  in  liir  pi^—chit 
They  put  them  afterwards,  that  noon  of  them  it  wM^ 
Save  the  Sompner  fcid  fomwhat,  and  feyd  to  he  lift 
Halff  part,  quod  he,  prively  rawnyng  onr  their  <n  $ 
Hoflit !  pees,  qood  the  Nfiller,  feiilthoonat  the  IRrk^ 
How  he  lowrith  nndir  hit  hood  with  a  daggifli  jeft? 
Hit  fliuld  be  a  privy  thing  that  he  coudnnt  tipy ;  i%% 
Of  every  craft  he.  can  fomwhat,  onr  Lady  give  bpi 

forowe! 
Amen,  tho  qood  the  Sbmpner,  on  ereand  eke  00  am* 

rowe; 
80  curfid  a  Tale  he  told  of  me  the  devili  of  bell  bym 

fpede,  185 

And  me,  but  yf  I  pay  him  wele  and  qoyte  ivcle  hk 
Y  f  it  hap  horn  ward  that  ech  man  tell  his  Tale,  faaedo* 
As  we  did  hiderward,  though  we  ibuld  fet  at  fale 
All  rhc  fhrewdnesthat  I  can,  I  well  hymnothlng  fpare, 
That  I  n'oi  touch  his  takerd  fomwhat  of  his  care.  190 
I'hey  fct  their  fignys  upcm  their  hedes,  and  fom  op« 

pon  their  capp, 
A  nd  fi  [h  to  the  dynerward  they  gan  for  to  ibipp. 
£v'cry  man  in  hia  degre  wV^ftian^tfJte.V'ftSRift.^ 
An  :hty  \v:;r  wont  to  doQH  aX ^o^tt  ^tA^^taRVt, 
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An^  -wcc  in-fil^q^  for  a  tyroe  tyl  good  ale  gan  arife. 
And  then,  as  nature  axith,  as  the&  old  wife         196 
Knowen  mle;  vrhea  veynys  been-fonmfaat  replete, 
The  fpiritewol'ftere,  and  afib  metkilWste 
Caafen  «ft  myrthis  for  to  be  ymcrni, ' 
And  eke  it  was  no  tyrce  tho  forto  be  y^evld :   aco 
£v<ery  man  in  his  wyfeimade  hertly  chere, 
Telling  his  fclowe  of  f])ortyB  and  of  chere, 
And  of  Qthir mirthit  that  feUyn  by  the  wey, 
At  cnftonft  is  of  pylgryms,  and  hathheen  many  a  dey. 
The  Hooft  leidto  his  ere,  of  Sonthwiorke  as  ye  knowe. 
And  thenkidal  the  company  both  high  and  lowe,  ie6 
fio  weiekepciBg the  covenaant  in  Southwork  that 

was  made, 
That  eveiy  fauuiilnild-by  thewcy  widi  a  Tale  glade 
All  thc'whole  company  in  ihorting  of  the  wey ;  209 
And  alisAvele  performed :  bat  than  now  thus  I  fey, 
That  we  mnft  fo  homeward  ech  man  tel  anothir. 
Thus  we  wer  accordit,  and  I  (huldbe  a  rathir 
Torfet  yewe  in  govemaunce  by  right  ful  jug^ment. 
Trewly  Hooil^  ^uod  the  Frer,  chat  was  all  our  afTent, 
With  a  litil  more  that  1  (hall  fey  therto :  2 15 

Yee  grounted'of  year  curtefy  that  we  (huld  alfo 
All  the  hole  cisnpany  fope  with  yewe  at  nyght : 
Thus  I  trowthat  it  was ;  what  fey  yon,  Sir  Knyght  f 
It  (hal  nat  ncdc^  quod  the  Hooft,  to  axe  no  witnes; 
Your  recocd  is  goodi  ^owe ;  and  of  yeor  gentilnes 
Yit  I  prey  yew  efft  ageyn ;  for  by  S«if  ik\'\Vv<^t£«&^x'»^'Ci^ 
Aodjro  woU  bold  covenaunt  I  v•oUYwAATK^iu<i.  vi»% 


IJO  Tl 

Non  tiewty  Huilt,  quod  the  Koygbt,  ye  have  right 

wdyltyd; 
Anil  u  tartittiag  mf  perlbnE.I  hold  mc  paydo ; 
Aiiiirol  tiaif«llwtaldi>kh:  Sin, what  fey  yccfjij 
The  Monk sndtkc the Marchaunte and ol fi^ Yc. 
I'hcnal  thi*aftir~aKtc,  ttoldit  for  tiic  bdl, 
Tu  Ipott  aad  pky  ui.quOd  the  Hooft,  cckc  aiasai  hjn 
And  gD  bytjine  tabptruid  to  bedalib,  .[tell, 

Su  mowe  weerlirTTleiiOut  juTnty  rartado,        ajo 
The  Kr.j|;lu  uaic  thcrwithal,  and  ct&  on  ■  lidba 
Ai'-Uliiafuneanothir,  to  walk  id  the  town,     [gown, 
And  1q  did  all  iKe  renuiauDi  thit  wer  of  that  are», 
'1  hat  bad  ibcii  chaUDijis  with  them,  they  Diade  itaa 

fii'lhandgay, 
Surtid  [hem  togidir,  right  a>  Iheirluflitlay,        9]J 
Ah  I  licy  were  more  uGd  lra.«elliiig  by  the  way. 
ThnKnyghewith  hitmcyne  went  to  fe  the  walk 
And  the  ward]  dI  the  town,  as  to  iknyght  bebll, 
Di^filiDgenteatiHich  the  Arengthit  al  aboar. 
And  apuintid  to  his  font  the  pcretl  and  the  dout  %^0 
Vur  Qiot  of  mhlall  and  of  bowc,  and  ckc  for  Ihol  of 

gonne, 
Unto  the  wardis  of  the  town,  and  how  it  might  be 
Arrd  al  defcuco  tker  agcyn  aftir  hii  intent  [wooc; 
}U  ileclarid  compendiDully,  aiid^l  that  evir  hcmcDt 
I  Ic  fone  perfcyuid  every  poynt,  aa  he  was  full  abiJ. 
To  armei  and  to  travaile  and  perfone  coTcnabill  xt 
He  wi,  of  all  faflur  aftir  foumi  of  kynd,  TmynJ 

And  fur  to  deme  big  goicraaunce  it  fcmcd  that  hit 
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Wis  m ach  in  hit  lady  that  he  lovid  beft,  [red. 

That  made  hym  oCt  to  wake  wbeo  he  ihuld  have  his 
The  Clerk  that  was  of  Oxenforth  onto  the  Sonipnore 

Me  femeth  of  grete  clerge  that  thow  art  amaydc. 
For  thou  putteft  on  the  Frer  in  maner  of  rcpreff. 
That  he  knpweth  f alihede,  vice,  and.eke  a  theff; 
And  I  it  bold  Tertuoufe  and  tight  commendabiU  255 
To  have  very  knowlcch  of  things  reprovabill ;  . 
For  who  fo  may  efchew.  it,  and  let  it  pas  by, 
And  els  he  myght  fall  theron  unward  and  fudcniy. 
And  thooghe  the  frer  told  a  Tale  of  a  Sompnour, 
Thow  oikghtift  for  to  take  it  for  no  diihonour,     %6o 
For  of  al  creftit  and  of  eche  degre 
They  be  not  al  perfitc.,  but  fom  nyce  be. 
Lo !  what  is  worthy,  feyd  the  Knight,  for  to  be  a  clerk ; 
To  Ibmmon  Among  us  them  this  mocioune  wan  ful 
I  comcnd  his  wittis  and  eko  his  clergc»  [derke : 

For  of  ether  parte  he  faveth  honefte.  266 

The  Monk  toke  the  Parfonc  then  and  the  grey  Arcr, 
And  preyd  them  for  cnrtefy  for  to  go  in  fere : 
I  have  ther  acquaintaunce  that  al  this  yeris  thre 
Hath  preyd  hym  by  his  lettris  that  1  hym  wold  fe ; 
And  ye  my  brothir  io  habit  and  in  poflefiioune,  27 1 
And  DOW  I  am  heie  methinketh  it  is  to  doon. 
To  prcve  it  in  dede  what  chere  he  wold  me  make, 
And  to  yew  my  irende  9iSo  for  my  lake. 


They  went  Turth  togiilir  I 


ivde  in 


To  drynk  ai  ihal  tymc,  wh 
For  of  the  beJl  that  my^t 

They  had,  ickiioiloiilirc; 
Went  round  ahoui  ilitgalln 
ThcWyfcnfRiiiiWMfoiw. 
She  loki:  the  Priom  itj  th 
Pryvelyiatothe  g;«r(l™  lei 
Andaftir  witbDur  heft'rt  i 
I  wolgywyenelhe  wyne 
For  tyl  wc  go  lo  foper  wt  h 
The  Vriorcs,  n  wiMtnn  U 

hcml, 
Affentlft  to  hir'L-DHnfcU  'til 
PjJTyog  forth  fofilly  into  ti 
Por  many  a  herb  grewi;  foi 
Andallthtaleyt  feir.  »ndp 
The  favigtf  and  the  ifopc  yl 
And  othir  btiih  hy  and  b] 

TheMarchiuntindcheMi 
And  the  t'leik  of  OienFort 

AndahhearhiFineyncam 
Save  Ihe  Pardoner,  ihit  pi 


HliliMlft<i»lfliiigiJ  iftl^Bqdriiiywdld  he  leve 
T^flxiBM^ha^nmaBftMctnxfn  that  (kme  ere; 
Hewoii.|gli%fk!»kli  fair,  thittratlur  hole  cnren* 

Bat  hip  anAakA  Ffirtiiiiiifinil  alLthc«onfteUadouue, 

B^ynttiiiihamr  lbyU|siit  al  oyf  bt  in  si  myere 

For  Tach  wnlkMvirtivlifldauik^whfaoiit  the  cupp; 
But  t^OHoCwift  hsaw  dda; ;  ac  Nt  mmm  •fns  aUe 
Mfjf  hamiklt^hi^iimifit^  i».imkw  wobatjbml  befall. 
He  ftip^litfc  dietntftByFrpiidir  prytely, 
Andfcnii  hiemjiag  iiryfaag with  half  flopy eye,  3ro 
MorU  feilidt  nadiHur  hooded  fa  weal  hit  eomyng , 
j^n^hyiy  ftiii^JarnJBBghc  ihe  knewe,  hot  feyuid  hir 

.:  ■'  UepyHf;^:  • ' ;  -..i  -:■-. 

Me  {Kit  hiihohMi  td  UrhrdH  Awake,  quad  he,  awake. 
A*  heMtttuHe  I  Sir, who  wiityew  her  ?  out  tho  I  niyght 
Prifoiier>  foodtlio  Tapfiere,  being  al  aloon ;  [be  take 
And  therwith  bnyd  dplti  sfrite,  mdbegan  to  ^oon. 
iMw'iitli  yehetty^prKToncryeldycwnow,  quod  he. 
I^M^fi  nedis,  quod  ihe,  I  may  nothyog^  fle ; 
And:«kd  tiiaVeaa  ftrenghh,  ahd  am  bat  yonj^  of  af^e, 
Aaii  iUb  //  it  ntumafik^  tv  hkB  a  tnoufi  in  a  ettne       3  zo 
^bmt  may  »•  vthtnjiert  tut^  but  eU/U  tatuiirfj!}: 
And  cIdo,  Sir,.!  teli  yew  though  1  had  jrrete  had 

Ye  ihold  have  coughed  when  ye.com.  Whcr  icrn  you 

curtcfy? 
Now  trewlich  I  muft  chide,  for  of  right  pry vety 
Folume  VL  M 


They  went  forth  mgiilir  tilking  ofkoly  niIU(nr,lTJ 
Sul  nooc  je  wde  in  cerleyu  they  tiitl  no  miiid  on 

Tn  ilrynk  il  tlial  lymc,  when  they  wer  met  in  (ere. 
For  of  the  bell  that  niyght  ho  fouiidc,  and  thertwiih 

Inc^y  diera, 
They  had,  ic ii nti  itocibie ;  for  fpyt^tanileliawiM: 
VciUroand  ibniit  thif  allnyn  and  eke  the  niyne.aW 
The  Wyfeof  Bath  mMfoweryfliehirfnoiByl  ((.Walk) 
She  take  the  Priom  by  the  heiidB^  Mi^am,  valys 
Pry<etymto.ihe'gMidnitor«tJie)>ei<bii(;rowc,  [Sulk 
Andaftir  widionrhall'iiiwifi:  JB'hir  ^rlonrrowe.' 
I  wolgy«ey«WBthe  wyne^ndyefbnlmoaUo,  1*5 
Fnr  tyl  we  go  to  foper.we  h«»c  luoghn-cllis  todo, 
The  Priorci,  at  woniBD  ttoobt  of  gcniil  lilood  ni 

bend, 
Afftntid  lo  hir  connfel,  and  forth  Ron  thoy  wcad, 
PalTyng  fnrih  loftily  inio  the  hcrbcry, 
For  many  1  herb  grewe  for  ftwe  and  forgery,     aijo 
Andallthe  ileyn  feir.  nndparid,  >nd  rayltd.  andyRW 
The  favj^  snd  the  ifope  yfrcthid  and  ydakid,   [kid. 
And  othir  biddtt  hy  and  by  frelh  yd'ght, 
rorfoineMtoiJtchOoOerif'hteBriKiUful  fight.  (TtcTti 
The  Marchdurrtand  thsMancipilUihe  Miller  and !)« 
And  iht  CleElfof  Otentanh,  to  town  ward  gan  ih(T 

AiiJaltheorhirmeyneiJndlsfliooorstJitmtfl  [gM» 
yjv;  the  Pirdonsr,  that  prywUth  nbcn  al  thty  Wtt 


A 


I 

i 
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SuahSaart  iWl^lgpi.  iftj^BoAiiiy  w6M  he  leve 
To  imfcvUidD«HHn|nD^ecJtcyn  that  Came  ere ; 
Hr«old.lcil%|^thndl  fair,  that  watjur  hole  ciitcn* 

Bnt  lup  iiiiiiti  Burtaiiiifinil  illthctfteifteUaciouue, 
Ww»thrtiyi^biBliJyycibAalur  hqrfr; 
Aphyitfifc'iil  ifam  Iw  Wii yMggit  «i  nyg bt  hi  a  myere 
Th^pflwj  w  w  ilw  iwiip  rffrght  orthe  fun  wa«  up ;  305 
For  foch .  ii'hinfoi  iwfcw  ha  d^iiik-witfaoiit  the  cupp; 
Bot  t^onoCiRift  hoaw  ikby ;  ae  iViv  maa  •/as  a!U 
Mi^  km$$kMifiitminfHg  HJmw*  wobatjbml  befall. 
He  flin^tMrfcriintniftrjirnniir  prytrely, 
Andfi»iiflliiBl%tP^|flarylaii^w  3ro 

Pterl4  fellhSi  UirfiHur  hooded  fa  weal  hit  CO  myng , 
Audhy^y  ftiil^aviitaghc  ihe  knewe,  hot  feyuid  hir 

H e;pot  hlfhokMitd  Urbrefli  Awake,  quod  he,  awake. 
A»  heaedidU I  8ir,'who  wiilyew  her  ?  out  tho  I  n\y i;ht 
Prifoneis  ^[oodtllo  Tapfiere,  being  al  aloon ;  [  be  take 
And  therwich  bnfd  opih  «  frice,  mdhcjjran  t  o  [rroc^n . 
KoRv'iitfa  )f«be^y.  priToncr  yeMycw  now,  quod  he. 
I^ffft  oedis,  quod  fhe,  I  may  nothyog.  fle ; 
And-ekdlh^veiio  ftrengith,ahdini  batyoii^  f^f  ^^c, 
Avol  ^^  ^'  ^  "*  if^J^^y  ^  ^^^  ^  mot/fi  in  a  (•an:        ^  20 
^bat  may  a»  Vthtrajlert  9ut^  but  cUtJd  lo^ndir f.'il ; 
And  elu*  Sir,.!  teli  yew  though  i  had  gretc  iiad 
Ye  Ihnld  have  coughed  when  y&cum.  Whcr  Icrn  you 

curtefy? 
Kow  trewlich  I  muft  cliidc,  for  of  right  pry  vcty 
Volumt  VL  M 
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Women  ben  fom  tyme  of  day  what  they  benlooa* :" 
Whercondlyewprcy  whenyeconcfftibnc?  ^sA' 
Nowe  mercy,  dere  fweryng !  i  V0l4pib  no  inar«  ;  - . : 
1  thank  yoo  an  hundrit  iithii ;  and  alibiiy  yonr  Ion 
IwoldoheteafciriniwhatpbifetfaatlcMBS.  ...  :l!! 
I3ut  loven,  Kkt^bcn  evilmtyfidfiiUoft,  aadtoloai^ 
Wherfor  1  prey  yon  hertikh  koM  -mcctdnledp  ■  '^^ 
And  1  behote  yew  trewly  H  ihal^M  ai«i«  be  afifi -T 
Btttnfywtoon;|NiriMile:how.iisfe:yirfiun9'  •  rtliW 
Sith  Iwaiwytbytfulaft?  that  itJnyinoft  can  |:  lu:; 
>  or  yfyeeeyHdeny  thing  othir  wife' tfacBKOod  3||L 
Trewly  tc  wold  chanaf^  mj  cbere and  nay!  biood*  *i  I 
1  have  farid  the  wera  tor  ycwe,  qn«4  jKitt  iBojia^ 
Godthatiiibove?aiidekeychadtt*ncde  ■  [dvodti 
For  to  congir  me,  God  woot,wytkyaii|f  AygroaaaiMiv 
That  have  no  more  to  vauntc  me  but  oonly  my  body» 
And  yf  it  were  difteynid  tlkcn  wcr  I  ondo  i  341 

I  wit  I  trowe,  Jenkyii^  ye  be  nat  to  tfuft  to ; 
For  evir  more  yc  derkis  con  fo  much  in  bool^  ( 

Ycc  wol  wynn  a  woman  at  fiifi  look 
I'hougbtthc  Pardonere,thia  goth  wek,  and  madchii 

beter  chere,  345 

And  axid  of  hir  foftly,  Love !  who  (hall  ligg  here 
This  nyght  that  is  to  comyog  ?  I  prey  yewe  tell  me. 
Iwis  it  i»  grctc  ncde  to  tell  ycwp,  quod  flic : 
Make  it  nat  overqneynt  though  you  be  a  clerk; 
Yc  knowc  wcle  inough  iwis  by  loke,  by  word,  by 

work.  350 
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i^al  I  com  than,  ChriHiftti,  tnd  fefe  awey  the  cat  f 
Shal  ye  com  \ ptr  benedieite!  what  queflicn  is  that  ? 
Wherfor  I  prey  yon  heitly  to  be  my  counfail ; 
Comyth  fomwhat  late,  and  for  nothing  falll ; 
The  dorr  fliali  ilond  thar  up ;  put  it  from  yew  fofc, 
But  be  wele  avyiid  ye  wake  nat  them  on  lofTt.     35  6 
Care  ye  nat,  quod  Jcnkin,  I  can  theron  at  bed; 
Shal  no  man  For  my  ftepyngr  be  wakid  of  his  reft. 
Anoon  they  dronk  the  beverage,  and  wer  of  oon  ac- 
cord, 
As  it  femed  by  their  there  and  alTo  by  their  word : 
And  al  a  ftannce  ihc  lovid  hym  wele,  (he  tokc  hyni 
bythefwere,  36 1 

As  though  he  had  lemyd  cory  favcl  of  fom  old  frcre. 
ThcPardonerpluhkidoutofhispursItrowthcdowry, 
And  toke  it  Kitt  in  hir  bond,  and  bad  her  pryvely 
To  orden  a  rere  fopor  for  them  both  to,  365 

Acawdcllymadewithfwctewyne  and  with  fuo^iralfo. 
For  trcwly  1  have  no  talent  to  cte  in  ycurabfcr.cc. 
So  longith  my  hert  toward  yew  to  be  in  ycwr  prc- 
fcnce.  [wer. 

He  toke  his  leve,andwenthiswey  asthoagh  nothing 
And  met  wyth  ai  the  felihip ;  but  in  wtiat  plal'c  no 
whcr  370 

He  fpake  no  word  therof, but  held  hym  clofeanci  Uyli, 
As  he  that  hopid  (Ikirlich  to  have  had  al  his  wyll, 
And  thought  many  a  mcry  thought  by  hymfel  faloon : 
I  am  a  loggit,  thought  he  beft,  how  io  evir  it  goon ; 

Mij 


j\nd  ihonRh*  k  haTe'«)IIidjne,yttwoi  tdomypcn 
FiirlopikchilpurttoD.yttlniiaDdw'inmytcjilagejto. 
Notvlevc  I  tliE  Cwdar-crciylUhinit  be  tvc,  377 
And  wol  relume  nii'oH'y'x^'^lcliheTu  1  did  levc 
M'^a□  il  wcf  cam  to);idcriu  thfirhtrbcrftiga 
TJit  HoBftof  aDBlhwoth,-*)  yebiiDne,  Ihathl^M 
riMeefiaer,  3I0 

fiutal.tblus  wrought  pijidepcull,. at ibbirniui  mi 

Ko\v-.volw<lolhcfoup,Sir  Knygtic.  rdlhyeuravjft. 
(^w.Ub«IIIMA'fuIcuncfiiy.ai3dinihclan<EWiT«. 
The  Kn)!ghtBnrwcr'd  him  Bgcyn,  Sir  uyEj^Tf:  ' 
I.WI1II  obey,  ye  woot  wtk  ;  biii  yi  I  fiill  wyt(  385 
Then  lahilli  Ihefc  prsUliito  yewr,  uid  wsilhitbud 

FnrE  wul|  bcyewT  Marc  hill  and  ferveycwi;,  cihoK, 
Ami  ilici'  lUe  officers  and  1 10  foptr  fliall  ive  gone. 
Tlivy  wi>lhi  uid  Ictt  right  ash<  bsd,  ccbe  man  wyib 

And  bcfisane  tci  [«lkofrpanis:iDdofchcre  3^ 
That  they  liad  the  aftir-mcte  whiles  ih«y  weriiul, 
For  othlraceDpatiounetyilthey  nerfeivid  »baat 
'J'hij  hadnot  at  that  iymc,bui  mry  niTn  kin  iliifft 
JJiiI  ihe  I'aidoncTkrrpthym  clc>re,and  lold  nothing d( 
The  niyrth  and  hope  diat  he  had,  but  kept  ii  for 
hyniftlft  [t'liK 

And  thoi]g;he  he  did  il  it  no  fori,  for  he  had  nede  Is 
J.uiig  (iritwerlnydny^L,i»yefhulhcrfa[]e,  ^19; 
IccltcmctHitllhittDTeiilcrDkcingorihc  mcDn. 
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They  wer  yfervyd  honeftly,  and  eche  man  held  hym 

paydc. 
For  of  o  manere  of  fervice  their  foper  was  araide,  400 
As  (kill  wold  and  refon,  fith  the  left  of  all 
Payid  ylike  moch,  for  growing  of  the  gall :  [ftreight. 
But  yit  as  eartefy  axith,  though  it  wer  fom  dele 
The  ftatisthat  wer  above  had  of  the  feyreft  endreyte; 
Wherfor  they  did  their  gentilnes  ageyn  to  all  the  rout. 
They  dronken  wyne  at  their  coft  onys  round  about. 
Now  pais  I  lightly  ovir.  When  th^y  foupid  had  407 
Tho  that  wercof  governaunce,  as  wyfe  men  and  (ad. 
Went  to  their  reft,  and  made  no  more  to  doon. 
But  Miller  and  the  Coke  dronken  by  the  moon  410 
Twyes  to  eche  othir  in  the  repenyng ; 
And  when  the  Pardoner  them  efpy'd  anoon  he  gan  to 
Douiill  me  this  iourden^  chokelyng  in  his  throte,  [ling 
For  the  Tapfter  ihuld  here  of  his  mery  note : 
He  clepid  to  hym  the  Sompnour,that  was  hisown  dif- 
The  Ytman  and  the  Reve,  and  the  Mancipill,  [cipill. 
And  fioden  fb  holowyng ;  for  nothing  wold  they  levc 
Tyl  the  tyme  that  it  was  well  within  eve. 
The  Hooft  of  Southwork  herd  them  wele,  and  the 

Marchaunt  both,  419 

A  s  they  wer  at  a  conntis,  and  wexen  fomewhat  wroth , 
But  yet  theypreydthem  cnrteyfly  to  reftfor  to  wend» 
And  fo  they  did  all  the  rout ;  they  dronk  and  made 

an  end. 


Andcclir.nBoiliouglictotojljtnDcpt  and  take  bii 

nfl 
Save  the.    irdontr,  ihatdreiv  Bparl.and  wtytidliyi 
forrohii     hjBifdf  lyl  the  candillwcr  out:    [theflc 
And  inth^mecQ  nhilc,bg,ve  ircnodouic,  4^6 

^  he  'l'»piltr  1. —  Jit  poranjuLr,  anil  tht  hofttierof 

thellculs, 
Sitt.t(igiitirpryv(llch,Bndof  thebeil  gnufe 
Thatwu^fouod  in  tana  andyfct  n  fule  ^gp 

TheybidtliBrcoJfuStciauiLt,  and  drunk  but  iitiUak: 
JindCtandetethecawdcllfcrlhel'ardunerthalww 

nude^  fbide: 

Wiih  fugir  and  with  Cvtti  viyat,  right  at  bjaleii 
So  he  tliiLt  payd  tsr  all  in  fecr  had  oat  1  twynt, 
Fnr()Sii»miirc  heller  ymrrkid  then  ymynt: 
Acd  fafaiid  he  ful  ligbt  as  vc.hsve  ylieid,         43; 
liuL  IViaiitiita ivmiKniMtii nutnaJr! iii irrJ, 
AndAi>ewerihErahoDt,3Dd  fcthirwyttclxnBJ 
Ye  w,ootwcleHy  nat,  and  wbit  Iitoorno 
1  tvoLnathcri^.ter[aTsitvlefi  ladjBi.Ili>iidiii  pble 
Or  elt  gcntil  wionien,  furleCnp  of  my  grace         440 
Of  dulintinseandof  rpurtitaDdnf  guodly  cherej 
■  Therfor  anena  their  iHitii  1  woi1a.ao  maiieie 
Dfire  ncidctermm,  but  of  Jcwd  kitts, 
.As  t3pi}ers,.aud  othlr  [gclLCiracJiaiJi  vyiy  ivytti. 
To  pike  mEDnjs  putfis,  End  eke  teblu  ttieir  e^; 
Su  wele  they  make  feme  foch  v.htn  ihcy  StiCdl  by. 
>i'nw  Lif  KitcT'pller,  andof  bir  paramour,  4^7 

Acd  the  boilclcr  of  thchcule,  that  Cc  in  Kiuit  bour, 
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VrlientM^.liadeti||Dd.AMkxigl^  plafe. 

Kit  begui  t»  rdkidk  oataftthing  «s  it  was ;  45  o 
The  jri>«ByirfcheJyMdwM>,ind  hit  coil  alfo, 
Andbo*  his  hopid  foneo  iygg-alo^rghtwyth  hir  alfo ; 
But  thtfidEi^  ihall  beiikir.aauif  Dod'is  cope ;  [fdope 
And  fode^ndy  Uflidher  puvaiDar,  audfisy  d.  We  ihul 
Togidir-hBl  hf  h«l»  19  wehave  many?  a  nyght,  455 
Audj&ifp  com  and  make  aoyfe,  Iprcyyewe  dub  hym 

Kojpj^ht*. 

Ifes,  Dame,- quod  hir  ^^feramour^  he  tkon  not  agaft ; 
ThkitliiaowD  ftaffthdvfeyft^  thefbf  he  ihall  ataft. 
£io«iti«Rriytiqiiodthe^iofieler»  andhe  com  by  my  lot 
H^ibail  drink  for  Kittit  love  wythont  cup  or  pot ; 
Andhehcibhaidytowafcetoygfift  [mift; 

Inakf  a.«o»e  to.  the  >podDck. there  ihal  wake  a  foul 
AndiroTe  «p  therennrttbal.iuid  toke  bisleve  anoon: 
ftwMjLlhrefrid  compuiyi^  they  had/fervid  fomaQy 
oon.  4^>4 

With  fuch  manerc  6f  fehfldpne  kepe  Tncivei  todele^ 
29c  no  man  that  lovtth  hit  worfhip  and  kit  hcle. 
QnadKitttfthir  paranonrvYeimaft  irake  a  whyk, 
For  travctich  lam  fikir  that  within  this  myle 
ThqPiodciner 'wal  be  codiyng^  his  hete  to  afwage, 
fintJokeye  pay  hym  redelidi  tn  kele  his  csrage  ;4  70 
An4thcifor»ioveydi£Bhain:c.yeweiiec  tyll  this  chek 
No,  (or  God,  Kitt,  that  wol  I  no.  [be  do. 

Then  Kict  went  to  bed^  and  bkweoat  all  the  light, 
Aaji  by  that  tyme  it  was  nerhond^nartcz  nyght . 


140  me  MIDVICMIV  AtrD'TAFSTBir* 

Whan  oU  was  ftill  tha  Pfardoncr  gan  to  walk,  47$ 
Aft  glad  as  enygoldfjnch  that  he  herd  no  man  talk. 
And  dii6wgh0  to  Kittiadorward  to  herkcn  and  to  lift. 
And  weot  to-faaTC  fond  the  dor  op ;  but  the  hai^  anili 
Held  hyui  oat  a  whiltj  and  the  iok  aUb;  [eke  the  twift 
Yit  trowid  he  no  gile,  hut  went  ner  to,  ■  '4  8o 

And  fcrapid  the  dorr  welpUch,  and  wynyd  wyf!k  hM 
Afttr  a  dnggifrlydcn,  as  nece  ai  he  couith.  [mowith 
A  wey,  dog,  with  evill  deth !  quod  he  that  waa  withiiiy 
And  made  hym  ail  redy  the  dorr  to  onptn. 
A !  thoagbtthe  Pardoner,  tho  i  trow  my  herd  ht  midd; 
The  Tapfter  hath  a  paramour,  and  hath  made  them 
gUdc  . .  4M 

With  the  cawdeH  that:  I  ordeyned  for  me,  aa  I  gtcftf 
Now  the  deviU  hir  fpede,  fuch  oon  as  ihe  is*  [roves 
She  feid  I  had  ycongerid  hir;  oor  Lady  gyve  har  (^ 
Now  wold  to  God  ihe  wer  in  ftokis  tyl  I  ihuld  hir 
.     .    borowe,  .        490 

For  ike  i8>the  falfeft  that  evir  yit  I  knewe ;  [triewe. 
To  pik  the  mony  oat  of  my  purs.  Lord !  ihe  made  hk 
And  therewyth  he  caught  a  cardiakill  and  a  cold  Alt 
For  who  have  love  lonj^ing,  and  is  of  Corage  hote, 
lie  hath  ful  many  a  myry  thooght  tofore  his  dclyte; 
And  rightfohadthc  Pardoner,  and  was  in  evil  plight; 
For  fay  ling  of  bis  purpofe  he  was  nothing  in  efe,4y7 
Wherfor  he  fill  fodenlich  into  a  wood  refe, 

I'lntrrng  wondir  fall  into  afrcnfy 

For  pur  very  angir  and  Jot  ^tWti  %  jOO 
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For  when  he  herd  a  man  within  he  wasalmoil  wood, 
And  becaufe  the  cod  wa&bisno  marvel  tho  the  moud 
W^r  turned  into  vengaunce,  yf  it  myght  be : 
But  thii  was  the  myfchicf ;  all  fo  flrong  as  he 
Was  he  that  was  within,  aqd  lighter  man  alfoj    s^S 
As provid  weic the bataile betwene themboth  to. 
The  Pardoncre  fcsapid  cSt  agcyn';  for  nothyng  wold 

hcblyn,  .    • 

80  fcyn  he  wold  have  herd  more  of  hym  that  wia« 

within.  [erei? 

What  dog  it  that  ?  quod  the  paramour ;  Kit,  wodthou 
Have  God  my  trowith,  quodfhc,  it  is  the  Pardonerc. 
The  Pardoner,  with  myfchcff !  God  gyve  hym  evil 
Sir,  flie  fcid,  by  my  trowith  he  is  the  fame  theff.[prefr! 
Thcrof  thou  lieA,  quod  the  Pardoner,  and  might  nat 

long  farberc. 
A  thy  fals  body !  quod  he ;  the  devil  of  hell  the  tere ! 
For  by  my  trowith  a  falsiher  fiiwe  I  nevir  noon,  j  15 
And  uempnid hirnamys  many  mo  then  oon. 
Though  to  rech  hir  wer  noon  honeile 
Among  men  of  good  worfbip  and  degre* 
But,  ihortly  to  conclude ;  .when  he  had  chid  inowe 
He  axid  his  flafi*  fpitouflich,  with  wordis  fharp  and 

rowe.  500 

Go  to  bed,  quodbewichin  ;qo  morenoyfe  thow  make; 
Thy  ftaiffhal  be  redy  to  morowe  I  undertake. 
In  foth,  quod  he,  I  wol  nat  fro  the  dorr  wend 
Tyl  I  have  my  ftaff.  Thow  bribour^xYvWi  >ko.\<:."^^ 
UfdJr  end. 


f  Alt  W11  within;  andlcydicon  hi>ba 

A  thebme  pliicai  chapmen  beriihcheii 

•j\  X  aftir  nith  (he  DaS  in  Icngiih  and  t 

Anu  ^ud  brm  whylejrdlUb  inuughe  [ll 

With  tliB  na&yi  ciHi.aigh  upon  tfae  liiunc. 
ThebalUI«rlcyoppanhisbedandberdof[hHB 
AnJlitrih)'tnnpligh(lich,andihoughthe  woli 
He  lokc  I  fl.afr  in  hii  hand,  ttii  highrdwDndir 
'I7I  he  wtr  with  the  (clt-lhlpihat  Ihuld  itc*ir  tl 
Whiitbcyee .' quodtho  hofldtrjundknewthen 

Hjuflliptft,  quod  Ihc  parnmpiir  !  Jak,  thow  W 
Tha  iia  ihefC.  I  tell  ihr,  within  thi^  hall  liorr. 
A  theiri  gnod  Jak :  [hia  ii  n  a  nohill  cheie 
Thatthouhymhalt  jfmind,yf  wechym  tn^Sl 
Vit.yis.tateihenoURht;  withhym  wcflmlm 
Wtleinowenthcbtgo,  yflbwehadlighto, 

Thcdevilt)rhellti{iRidJ>k,brekethiithc*'i*k 
The  key  of  diekitdnn-,  BitwerforthcnDHjn 
taabord  with  Mr  dune;  and  fhe hath  fuch  al*igt 
A*4lkc  be  mkeofhcc  OepcOte  filUth  in  fndht 
That  ll  the  wcke  aftir  there  may  no  man  hirpl 
So&c&crithabounilhiilRiufeiaaidoodrtre. 
But  now  I  am  aYifid  bet  hair  \rt  Qiul  have  lyte 
1  have  too  gifli'  within  that  tbia  fame  nygfat 
Sopid  in  the  halle,  uid  hada  Gidl  feir : 
Go  up,  qaod  ]aV:,at>dkt:,and  in  theulhiapi 
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indl.  wdI  kepb  the  4c#r  { ii«  fliaU  oot  llcft  tet; 
iiay«  fat  God  that  wol4  titty  kA  i  each  a dtet,  554 
^d  the  lodar  to  Jak,-  for  thoo  Jmowift  bettir  then  I 
k{l  the  cfim  of  thU-hoofp  ;fO  Ap  jfehyfeif  aiid  ^y . 
Jxy,  AnrfiBlh,  qaod  Jak;  that  wec«  grete  onrigbte 
V»Tentiico|ipQii  amaathat  with  hym  did  notfighte: 
ithcDs  thou  haft  hym  bfetcf  aod  With  thy  fiaffypik, 
^e  thinkith  it  wer  aoreioo that  Ifliuld  here  the  gilt ; 
or  by  the  Uyfyngof  thocole  he  myght  fe  myae  hede, 
Lnd  lightly  leoeime  fochia  ftroke  my  hond  to  be  dedc. 
'hpnMoXwt  do  by  comAioB  aficotiech  hymal  Abont ;.' 
Kho'that-metith  hym  firll  {lay  him  on  thcXnoot;  3  64 
•rmethought  IhexdhymhereUftaBioogthepannys. 
japA-CboiuheJEodcr  fiile,:bttt  wlms  the  watir  cannyfs, . 
uid  if  he  be  herein  ryght  fon^iveJhuUhyfo  fynde. 
Old  f0tioht  ftlrong  xndiwg^.  o.thcffe  for  toibyiide. 
Jiah»:l  thought  the  Pardoner»  bcth  thcpaohysallyA^ 
iiid  jlrowghe  oppoo  that  iid^^ •  and  thought tippon .  a' 
'l^ynnc^  •■'    :  570 

o  at  laft.  be  fond  oon,  and  let  it  on  hli  hede, 
or  as  the  cafe  wa^  faU-ther'to  he  had  grete  nede  : 
tit  yit  he  grafpit  ferthirmore  to  have  fomwhat  in 
jid  fond  a  grete  ladili  right  ashe  wasgeode,  [hondc^ 
jid  thought  for  to  ftcrte  out  betwene  them  both  to  t 
.nd  way t id  wele  the  paramour  th4t  had'doon  hym 
woo,  5  76 

.ad  let  him  with  the  Udillenthe  grufcill  on  the  noic^ 
hat  ail  the  veek  after  he  haf)  fuch  a  pofr*     . 


»!■ 


'    !' 


That  both  iiifeyinwsferiaeiKciiiiytiiedbbim^  ' 
Dut  ^le  tlMt-v»i»  thfc  e«i(e  of  2e  luid  dicrVxfiiolflraiN^ 
B«e  n6w  ttf  the'Piriloner.iA8  lie  w4)41Mt«vcy  ilf 
Thejiolleler  met  wiflk  hyoHlrat'BoiliyBi^  til  Uvp^ 
The  l^nioner  rati  lb  Iwitit' cbetwi  £iU  JiiMfro^ //c - 
Add  Jak  holleler  aftirhy>niarMywfm»ha>myghtfP» 
AndftajfMdoppoff«broiidetJ:iiliwitey  ■  '':'.j.i^ 
That  h^^tn  htdbtabettr  tO'iisirsgooiiiiK|#ciiMi% ' 
for  tike  ef9  of  f he.  pumi  nteowich  fali^&yim^' 
Aiidka^«koo«Jvey»Md«hotfex(fya:  •' 
Bst  whik  that  it  ww  frcne  betlioogbt  lidlo*;  -5I9 
But  when  thej;renebdni;wat  apaft  thegreff  fittseriM 
Yit  }akr|efd  to  kit  luMidtD  gfope  wker  it  itoi  [1mb0| 
Audi  .when-  he  fend*  Imb  waa  -^liiiit  tte  PivdoMr  jW 

/'-':' V*  gxn-todirtK^'"  • ' .-n.j*i.-'. 

Aod'Osrorc  by  Seyni  AmT^s  that  he  flmld  tblgf  i^.; 
Withilrolu  i^ard  andTore  even  oppon  theT%;g<|  '5^ 
Yf  (he  Y^yvBL  myfrfct  fynd  He  nothyng  wold'h3fni-?Qiaf» 
Tl)at  herd  the  Pardoner  wele,  and  held  bjmi  bettir  a 
And  thoaght'thtii  be  had  ftroklsryght  inough,  ri'tlmrt, 
Wytnei  on  his  armyt,  hi9  bak,  and  his  browc  <* 
Juk  then,  quod  tht;  paramour,  where  it  the  tkeffago? 
Iji'ote,  quod  tho  Jak ;  right  now  he  Icpt  mc  fro,  6cd 
TbatCrift-i8«urs  go  with  hym,  for  I  have  harm  and 
■'.    "   ■    fpite: 

Be  my  trowith  and  I  alfo  and  he  goith  nat  al  quyte : 
But  and  we  myght  hytn  fynd  we  wold  aray  hym  io 
That  he  ihuld  have  legg  uc  foot  to  morowc  oa  to  go 
5 


kiiDTAWnit. 


But  havft^'Wt  fty■ll^nld^  the  moan  !•  ado  W  n ,  6c  5 
^AagaanMilue  A«FarcbBcr)4«d-«ke  when  they 


He  iMa^Acavcni  w«I«iBcn*c,tBd'iKnt  ctK  mote 

And  d(««rUB««irMnnr4,  Md  let  the  ftrolt  Togtide. 
Jck,  ^oodtht  panmoM',  l-tmid  ii  for  the  hcA, ' 
SitlltlKMM«udM*B,  fertofotsreft,  6ld 

AndsodlC  the  gMthfafti  he  ni7  not  then  alien, 
Andekeofhuown  fliffheberilh  aredymark, 
WhorbfllMM  nwjreft  Umli^aiM  ■taoDfr  all  the  ro  u  u. 
And  th*B  bcraredj  Cy,  ind  weyt  wele  aboute 
1*0  BUWoMwhrS  they  Iwl  wcndi  thi9»th<:b<:nrv(k! 
-  Jak,  whMbvft  tbou  tbono  ^  i*  thi*  W(I«  yfiyd  ^  6  [  6 
TfaywitltckniqiMilJdlthjpwit'matnedisnoiid. 
!■]«  miHeihe  gatM  faft ;  thei  i>  no  tnore  to  dooa. 
The  Pardoner ftode  a&le,hii chekiaroa and  bicd, 
AAd*urnhfe«JI«et(:alL]rghtinhiihedc:   61O 
He  mnft  gf  liwce  life  lyke  loiljrn  fwcN, 
VititfaHkidhimifondirlorcrsruiahingiorhiiberd; 
He  PT'  It  full  (het'fbre  through  a  womans  art 
Fvrwyoeaiidekcfamwdill.Bndhadihei'afnupart ; 
He  iher'fw  preyd  Seyqt  Juljaof ,  asjeinowe  ooder- 
ttoTiAt,  6ij 

That  tile  dcVitt  her  fliuUa  fpede  on  wattr  and  on 

Sato  dBleiTc a triTellyng man  of  hiihcrbergagr, 
AndccMdnftclifavecarahisangtrtoafnagei 


And  waidiltrnA  nf  hie  wit,  and  in  grctc  dcfpayr, 
ForarurbiiheteheciughlacoldihroughthcDyght'i) 
eyt,  6jo 

That  lie  wBSD«-trouDdil,BR>I  coNdnone  othirhclpl 
But  3t  be  roDghe  hit  lo^fz^nir  he  hippid  oppuu  > 
That  Uj  nrdit  >  ttcyir,  a  gretc  WaMh  dog.   [via\j 
Thai  bare  about  hia  neck  agreic  hn^e  'l^gi 
Bccaufe  that  he  was  fpctoufe,  and  wold  fone  bite, 
I'ht  dogWM  hongit  about  his  nek,  lar  men  fimld 

'  Nnthyng  Iht  dogg'is  maifttr  jf  he  did  eny  harm. 
So'  for  to  eicufe  them  both  it  wa*  a  wyty  chanii. 
The  Parilener  wold  haie  loggit  hym  ihcf ,  lod  laf 

fomwhatnl^h, 
Thcwarrakwanawakidandtaughthjrnby  thcchigh, 
And  bole  hym  wondir  fpcloully,  deiending  wele  hii 
couch,  tm 

That  (he  Pardnnfi  n>yghl  nat  ne  hym  nerhci  loucl), 
Bui  held  hym  a  Tquare  by  that  oihir  lide, 
Ai  hoiram  was  at  that  tynie  for  Icrciag  of  hi«  hytie : 
He  cuud  noon  Dlhii  help,  hutleyd  adownhiehedc 
III  the  dogg'ts  Uttir,  and  wislhid  aTtir  brede  6(6 

Many  3  UBicand  ofit,  the  dog  for  in  plcfe. 
To  have  yliymore  ntre  for  his  own  efe : 
but  wilh  what  he  wold  hioiortsoe  feyd  Ney  ; 
So  trewly  for  the  Pardoner  i!  was  a  difmaldey.  ijo 
'I  he  dog  ley  eyir  grownyng,  redy  for  to  fnache, 
>V  hcr'fur  tbc  l^ardoacr  duiA  nu  Kith  hjatwuk^ 


B«r  ley  at  flfll  tfcny  fetae.  raatmJbtjtig  his  fely, 
Tbatlw  woUmfta  "T^te  aCacoUBoo  hoary; 
For  cqMJMMily  fcrfht  wwi^  part  they  bco  wy  ly  cchon . 
But  aaw to  iB» ahir  Wipiay  a  matnaw  whan  they 

WsftMotfof  ^tbeMcduf  iMlflblciM  ydight 
At  was Chftgmit  P^UdbMr)  ior  al  tynieof  che  nyght 
He  fMs  aicdy  in  faii  *«y,  and  had  Dothiag  to  doon 
ea|EBiirfKalk«4il*fcfii^aBdtrataadbegoafie.   660 
Yet  or  h««am  in  «3afli|NUiy  he  wiiAr^wtty  the  blood. 
And  bood  the  fbryt«o^  hitde  widi  thii  ty^  of  his 
ApdauidefigfartbfiriclKpe^foriBen  fl»kl  oat  fpy  [hood, 
Nothyttg>i»€bit  aannetit  ne  of  his  luzary ; 
And  thehoftetor-oftbehoafe^iiarsothyag  he  coud  pry, 
He  caadoatliaoipcthig  Pardoaer  among  theeom  pany 
AiawHwu  whcii they iho^  wend^  for  ought  that  they 
■  cMi^poaif,'   '  667 

So  mfCtHfyf^tntthtPiirdiuct  ootoiFfhe  dogg*i»  hour, 
AndblyBelkdlpaiftthehoAeler,  aiMlttmedofitabout, 
Attd  Mknwrabthett&yinauiyditfdrdef  the  rout,  670 
And  mhtuvk  fpijgyog  to  makeal  thyog  good; 
0«t  yifrhts  &oci»  w#r%»uwhat  low  for  aking  of  his 
So  at  dtti^cyBo  te  had  no  moregfanie,  [hede  : 

But  held  hfn  to-  klnrha^yses  to  fcape  iHame ;      674 
The  K^f^Btid'Htht  ^istefkuf 'forward gon  they 
Pafiyn^  foHh  ih^^^yte  tAl*  towih'ys  end  ;     [wend. 
And  hy  thart)pne trhey  war  tber  che  day  began  to  ry pe. 
And  the  fon  merely  up^vard  gan  he  pike, 


ricjittj;  urdlrthe  eggeof  iht  firmiaitnt.  6;? 

Now,  (juDil  the  Hno(t  of  Sauchwork,  aadto  the£i.lc< 
Whu  faweevir  fa  Scji  or  (o  gbd  »  day,       [IhiplKit, 
Ard  howfotcthii  feign  KenlitiigiBta  Mayf  [otk^i 
llir  thraflclit  ami  llie  Ihro^li.  in  ttiis  glad  mor- 
ThcmddalcBndthcgnlilfyiKh  ;butthcnygblyB^I( 
Hi' iiaeToiH  com  ki  how  hctwfnjlhfniall!  [thing 
l^o  hovf  tb^  trrcB  greiiylh  that  uafaid  n^cr,  aud  i>b- 
liar,!  thit  monili  a&>re  but  thciF  foRioier  clothing ! 
Lu  hinv  J4uurc  inahilh  for  ihtmevliidiouc! 
AnilMmaiiyat  ihtrbehefcrgelliihnooiie  '. 
J..O  liow  llic  ieifa  of  the  jcre  sad  Averell  (houris  (je 
Dalih  the  buaHuit  hurg^rn  out  blolTcniii  and  flowa ! 
I.n  ihei^Jlre  rnCshaw  frcfh  thtyben  to  fene! 
j\nd  ouuiy  otbic  £aur!s  hdiodb  the  gnQs  grtae 
l.o  how  they  fpryop,  ocd  fprtde.  and  of  divcn  hue ! 
EchnMith,  and  fcilh  both  ttde.  white,  and  faluc  I  6pi 
That  luftjiliiii  DQiiconnforubiiltQrtnaiin'yiiight  1 
lor  <  Cey  inc  ray  filf  ii  maltilh  ny  hert  to  lighc 
Is'nn'  litb  AIndpbty  Soverjii  hath  fcnt  liu  fdr  a  itf 

Uhci  fhall  be  the  £rfi  that  fha!)  unlace  hi,  male  ;» 
In  cbnilon  of  vt  il,  and  gyn  fooie  mrty  Tale ; 
Tor  and  »m  (hulil  now  begyti  id  draw  lot 
P.Mveiiiuti  it  myBbl  fii  ibtr  it  ouirht  not. 
On  t-jtn  unlully  pi;rraiicthat  v/a  ml  ve]c  awikid, 
Or  fentyboufy  ovyr  eve,  and  had  yfong  and  craiid 


t49 

mad^tcwk'fmkf-ktmih^hcihamd^     7c6 
ir  jrKj»jS»ii  WK"^  W/i^vyff/^^ 
Dd  dw  fcttf  iWGlif&tleih  slniid  lAd  yboand 
their  ■■■gJiyiiillfcMMfaajH^'fcctlfc'amliyDg  jo» 

ii^&min  As  Muma^  thcit  i— Khii  becli  adoon ; 
11  Il«tc4df  btehdbMfdtheir  wMidbwolliiot  foun. 
thyt  tftVif  MOeMbMeaadaiy  bft  knot, 
wcr  gni»i|pcBlifa\ilfcgieU  withofcHiit. 
tlie  wXd[<m»<iwh<fcHH  ^Bod  tiM  MsddMBttho, 
>i&f9^tkt9ifa]M^twkmwaAjgOf  715 

ve  I  aevir  nlap-fet toA*«  this  illi  dij- 
wele  cowt-nfott  coiupMy  iModrHoft,  ia  fay ; 
8  wordiitai^fe  OMiibfCabill,  and^otfmyth  i^  in  fe- 
lazwKf'mkhaHaKmt^tQmMkfimfnSbn  -  [fon, 
nirwy  ttf  kUocfOniHU  it  myn  yrih^^ffyittctbvlic,^  ao 
iet^fajf  I  ^Jvatl  tcti  k  If  tie  to  yoar  oMfolacknIne, 
enfiunp3l jo  yiwn  ttiit  wheq  that  I  hanra  do 
lorUf^Vigbi  i^ythca  for  to  teU>  ryght  ib 
» fiilfyn  ottr  H<Mk*t»y$^  aod'hw  ordiiniiince.  724 
iereikall«olMite4k^foaodiBine :  godc  wyl  fbal  be 
ththb  I  be  eicufid  of  my  rudineS|  ■    [my  chaunce  : 
Jio'  I  ctBBot  peync  my  Talc,  bot  tell  it  mt  it  is,, 
pyogoviriiofeiiteuce,  m  ferforth  Mi-tMy^ 
I  tell  yewetlMyollM  and  put  the  white  away.  729 

•  Nnj 
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THE  MERCH.  SE^QN^  TALE; 

Whilom  ^ihftJM'M  tlra44Mtifiiv    . 
'U'hcn  rij^htfiillich  by  refon  gowjUyJ'WU  the  hniif 
AodpryqcipAllfiiitliCfCMof^lCviii^^tWMklbrici^ 
And  WQithicft  in  hit  day€»»  •ii4.rte«t  tQ  liym  ffich 
Of  worfliip  lie  of  wcle,  ne  of  g^tvqniwmcf  •         S 
For  alle  loDfUt  chrifteBed  thciWMI  dommce. 
And  aUothir  muiMmt»  of  wliift  itSA  they  were, 
WhiU  the  EmpePODTwashdlei  nd  IB  hk  flrfeTithert 
1  mainteyned  io  honour ;  woA  i»  Pop'it  ft 
Rome  tvtt  then  ebeitd  of  aU-  Criftoitt.  10 

Cut  it  Arith  tber*hy  ^t  it  doith  by  othir  tbioiii; 
For  though  sethir  cete,  regiouie»  ne  kyagit* 
Beth  n«t.nowe  fo  worthy  at  wer  Vy  old  tyBiOt 
As  wc  fynd  in  roniAiuices,  in  gelUt»  and  in  rymc» 
For  AU  tbingt  dM  wfi^  amdthmmm*ys  ijf  t$ 

Ys  mor§Jb»rtet  i^m  it  vhis  s-  aod  ovr  wittis  fyfe 
Mowe  nat  comprehende  now  in  our  dietes 
As  fom  tyme  myght  thefe  old  wife  poetes. 
But  fith  that  terrene  thingrg  hen  nat  perdurabill, 
Nn  menraile  is  though  Rome  hefomwhatvariahillSO 
I-ro  honour  and  fro  wele  fith  his  frendit  paflid ; 
As  many  anothir  town  is  payrid  and  ylaiGd 
Within  thcfc  lew  ycris,  as  we  mowe  fc  at  eye ; 
1.0 !  Sirs,  here  fad  by  Wynchelfc  and  Ry, 
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But  yit  the  ndme  is  cvir  oon  of  Rome  as  it  was 
gronndit  15 

After  Urmu*  (9*  Homulus,  that  fiift  that  cete  foundit. 
That  brethren  weren  both  to,  as  old  bokis  writcn  ; 
But  ofthq'lef  and  govemaunce  I  wolnatnowcnditen. 
But  ofothir  mater  that  fallith  to  my  mynd ; 
Wher'for,  gentill  Sirs),  ye  that  beth  behind  30 

Drawith  fomwhat  nere  thikker  to  a  rout, 
That  my  wordis  may  foune  to  eqh  man  about. 
Aftir  theie  %  brethren  Romulus  and  Remus 
Julius  Csfar  was  Emperour,  that  rightful  was  of 
This  cete  he  governed  nobilich  wele,  [Domui, 

And  conquered  many  a  regioune,  as  cronicuU  do^ 
us  telle ;  36 

For,  (hortly  to  conclude,  al  tho  wer  adverfaryea 
To  Rome  in  his  dayis  he  made  them  tributaries ; 
So  had  be  io  fubjedioune  both  frend  and  foon. 
Of  which  I  tell  yew  trewly  England  was  oon.       4# 
Yit  aftir  Julius  Csfar,  and  fith  that  Crift  was  bore, 
Rome  was  governed  as  wele  as  it  was  before. 
And  namelich  in  that  tyme  and  in  the  fame  yeris 
When  it  was  governed  by  the  Dofeperls ; 
As  femeth  wele  by  refon,  who  fo  can  entcnd,        45 
That  O  manm*ys  vyt  ne  ttyii  may  not  ccmprebcnd 
The  hottebe^mnd  ibe  tuyfcheff^  as  may  many  btd'is  ; 
Ther'for  ther  operaciouns,ther  domes,  and  ther  dedes. 
Were  fo  egallidi  ydoon ;  for  in  all  Criften  londis 
Was  noon  that  they  fpaiid  for  to  mend  wroogiSf  59 


Then  Canfiuitfne  the  Tliird^  aftir  thflfir  Ikifipniib 
Was  Emperour  of  Rome,  and  regnrjtt  mtaof  jatu 
So,  fiiortlj  to  puoinr,  ifitcr  CoirfUiityiiHrdBjis 

Phus  Aiif!ofl»i»,Bi  foogoDliiiii  l«fn^ 

That  CoaAeotfh'yi  feo^  asd  of  pleiiBr  «g«,  ■  '      55 
Was  Emperwif  ydiofe^Bi 
Ifl  whofe  cyine  fikbrUcbthey  flagca  < 
In  Rome  dweUyng^ decently  ^  «oAyf  ^f«»hift  to  kn 
How  they  urcBB  yclipidj  or  I  ibthei'  §mm 
I  woU  tell  ^d  the  nance  of  ihem  ewetidMrne, '     60 
And  deokure  jn  the-  caiilb  whf  ilirf  dier  nanp  bcvk 
The  fir^  was  ycleped  Sother  Leglfeer,' . ;  *  ■'     * 
This  is  thai  flMchlcv  ttf  ie7,Mr«Mii;Mrfi^  tM^mt 
And  fo  he  did  trewly ;  for  ierir  he  had^1>e  Hdtcm 
Then  dooefey€nydiingthatfo^<Wiiyd<wt0fwflili,  65 
So  cleenwathisconieience  yfetin  tmwlth  andKlbn* 
Marcus  Scoyow'the  fecond,  ft>'pepjUiiya»*hSg;hM| 
That  is  to  nenc  in  qvx  conftettj  vis^-ffSerigiif 
And  fo  he  didfall  trewe ;  fat  diereeord  aatf^he  piece 
He  wrote  them  etir  trewiy,  and  took  Kooo  othir  feet 
B  ut  fuch  as  was  ordynid  to  take  hy* the  yere  :        7^ 
Now,LordGod!  inCriftendom  [  wolditwcrefoclere. 
I'he  third  CrafTas  Afulus  among  men  clepid  was, 
^n  boufe  o/refly  and efe^  attd eoufi/aily  in  every  cafe: 
For  to  onderftond  that  was  his  name  foil  right,      75 
For  e  virmore  thecounfailshehelpidwyth  al  hittmyght. 
Antonius  Judeus  the  ferth  was  yclepid,  [pid. 

That  wasasmuch  to  meeD,asweleniemyghtha^eci&> 
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AtsnyppofiddtaUtkekng  ycMy  [chere. 

That  m]fflift  have  nude  hym  fory  or  chongit  onya 
But  cwrumn  rcfoydngyivhit  that  evir  betid,      8 1 
For  his  hcrt  wu  ew  mecy^  right  at  the  fomcr  bridd; 
SummiM  Philopitrr  waathe  fifit'is  name. 
That  thooghc  men  wold  flee  hym,  or  do  hym  a]  the 
Aogir,  or  difeie^  at  evil  as  men  coothe,  [fiiame. 

Yet  wold  he  love  themnevir  the  wcrs  in  hert  ne  in 
mowith*  86 

His  will  was  cleen  imdir  his  foot,  and  nothing  hym 
Thcr*£or  he  was  clepid  FatAir  rfferJSte  /nw.    [above. 
The  6  and  the  7  of  thefe  Sevin  Sages 
Was  Stypio  and  Sithero ,  as  thes  word  AiLrolages  90 
Was  fimame  to  them  both  aftir  their  fcieoccs ; 
For  of  aftronomy  fikerUch  the  conrs  and  all  the  fences 
Bothe  they  knowhit  wele  inonghe,  and  wer  right  fotil 
But  now  to  othirpurpofe,  for  her  I  woll  depart  [of  art. 
As  lightly  as  I  can,  and  draw  to  my  matere.         95 
In  that  iame  tyme  that  thefe  Sages  were 
Dwellyng  thus  in  Room,  a  litill  without  the  walles. 
In  the  fabarbis  of  the  town ,  of  chambris  and  of  hallis, 
And  all  other  howfeing  that  to  a  lord  belongit. 
Was  noon  wythyn  the  cete,  ne  noon  fo  wele  behongit 
With  docers  of  highe  pi  yfe,  oe  wallid  fo  aboute,  10 1 
As  was  a  Senatours  hous  wythyn  and  eke  wythoutc. 

Favinus  was  his  name,  a  worthe  man  and  rich ; 
And,fortofe]fihnrtlych,iflRoom  wasnoonhym  lyclic. 
His  portis  and  his  eftris  were  UxW  evenaunte        icj 
Of  trefour  and  of  lordfhyp ;  aifo  the  mod  -^i^vVa-Tx^. 


154    ▼■■  MBKCBAirr's  skcomd  talb,Mw 
He  was,  and  eke  jcom  of  hi^  ^^30^ : 


And  at  bft  he  toke  a  wyff  like  to  bw  pecfagcs 
For  N»ritmr4  madcmmymg,  AmAf  MtifmwmOym^ 
IVer  tb»€maiiimmrM  wmrik  thmm^mr^ffMrJymt,  IID 
Bac  now  it  is  al  ockir  in  many  fluuMi'p  diooglitt 
For  Mukyt  mmmjMmnriaimmdnftrtmfHt^mam^him 
Fawnni  and  hit  wocthj  wyff  wcr  togidir  aloQa 
Fyveceenft  wyncir  foUkhe,  and  ifla  kad  tkef  nooa^ 
Wher'forUicrjoyiswernathalfperite,  115 

ForattiriichtoliaTeachiklwataltberdeliie«  [bov, 
That  myght  enjoy  tber  heritaf^  and  weld  their  ho- 
And  eke  when  they  were  £ebiU  to  their  trew  fecosre. 
Their  fidlyng  and  their  prey  ir,  and  ail  thateiir  they 

WlXMIght, 

As  pilgrimagre  and  aknfiJed,  ever  they  befbnght  iso 
That  God  woiild  of  his  goodoes  ibm  fruyte  hctwcnc 

them  fend : 
Fro  gyoningof  their  f]ioo(aiU,the  royddiUand  thecodi 
This  was  their  moil  beiynes,  and  all  othir  deKtea, 
And  eke  this  world'is  rychis,  they  fet  at  litil  price. 
So  at  laft,  as  Ood  wold,  it  fill  oppoo  a  dey,  195 

As  this  lady  fro  chirchward  went  in  the  wey, 
A  child  gan  Here  in  her  womb,  as  Godd*is  wyl  was, 
Whcr'of  (he  gan  to  mervill,  and  made  ihortir  pas, 
W\th  colouifpale  and  eke  wanne,  and  full  in  hevynes, 
For  fhe  had  nevir  tofore  that  day  foch  mancre  fekenes. 
The  wymmcn  that  with  her  were  gdnto  behold  131 
'1  he  lady  and  her  chere,  but  nothing  they  told, 
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Bot  feir  and  foft  wyth  cfe  homward  they  her  led: 
For  her  foden  jfekenes  lull  fore  they  were  adred. 
For  ihe  was  iolich  geotil)  kynd  and  amyabill,      135 
And  eke  trewe  of  hert,  and  nothyng  vartabill. 
She  lovidGod  above  all  thing,anddredfynandihamey 
And  Agea  (ikerly  was  her  rightfuU  name. 
So  aftir,  in  brefFtyme,  when  it  was  purfcyvyd 
That  ihe  had  done  a  womans  dede,  and  had  a  child 

confeyvyd,  Z40 

The  joy  that  ihe  made  ther  may  no  mng  tell ; 
And  al  fo  much,  or  more,  yf  I  ne  ly  Ihell, 
FavioDs  made  in  his  behalf  for  this  glad  tyding» 
That  I  trowe  \  kve  the  emperonr  ne  the  kyng 
Made  no  bettir  cher  to  wyfF,  ne  no  more  myrth,  t45 
Then  Fawnu^to  Agea.  And  when  the  tyme  of  birth 
Nyghid  ncr  and  ner,  aftir  coors  of  kynd, 
Wetith  wele  in  certen  that  all  the  wy t  and  mynd 
Of  FaWnns  was  continuell  of  feir  delyveraunce 
Betwene  Agea  and  his  child,  and  made  grete  orde- 

^annce  130 

Ageyn  the  tyme  it  (hold  be  bore,  as  it  was  for  to  dooD« 
So  as  God  wold  whan  tyme  cam  Agea  had  aTon ; 
But  joy  that  Fawnus  made  was  dobil  tho  to  fore 
When  that  he  knew  in  certen  ihe  had  a  fon  ybore, 
And  fent  anoon  for  niirfis  four,  and  no  lefs,  155 

To  reule  this  child.  Afterward  as  yeri^  did  pas 
The  child  was  kept  (b  tenderly  that  it  throlTwel  the 
For  what  the  ooriibes  axit  anoon  it  was  yfett.    f  b<'t 
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I  a  his  chambirk  wkiihed  wmi ;  taf  towD  it  mit  mt  go : 
FawnuKlovkiitiboheffdyfaitmygiitiiat  pntbymfro. 
It  wab  To  fcyr  «  creature  at  ibjrfht  be  oo  lyvc  t6c 
Of  lymyt  and  of  £etoiin,  andgrowe  woiidir  blyve. 
This  child  that  I  of  teU,  Betioua  wai  hii  name. 
Was  ovir  much  cherulhed»  which  tnnied  hjm  inM 
grame,  164 

As  yee  ihuUhereaftir,  when  time  comjth«Dd  ffiilei 
FotAftirfwete  iht/wreeom^bfuU^ft  la  wumj  afUfii 
Tor  as  fone  at  he  coud  go  and  alfo  fpeke 
All  chat  he  Xet  hit  cy  00,  or  aftir  lift  to  bdKie« 
Anoon  he  (huld  it  have,  for  no  man  hym  wemyd. 
But  It  had  he  well  bettir  he  had  be  wele  ylem^  170 
Ndriture  and  gcntilnA,  and  had  yl^  fome  hey( 
For  it  fill  fo  aftir  wyth- what  child  he  did  pley 
Yf  the  pley  ne  Ukid  hym  he  wold  broke  hit  hedoi 
Orwyth  akoyffhymhortryghtnyghhondtobedcde: 
I'ur  ther nat  knyght ne fquyer  in  his fadirt houfe,  1 75 
That  thought  his  owne  perfone  mode  ccurajoure, 
'I'hit  did  or  feyd  cny  thing  Bcrinus  to  difjtjef^ 
That  he  n*old  fpetoufly  anoon  oppon  him  refe ; 
Whcr'of  his  fadir  had  joy  and  his  modir  aifo ; 
Yicitremethtomanyaman  it  wa<»  nat  wifely  do.  180 
AVhcn  Beryn  pafTid  was  7  yere,  and  grew  in  moreaj^» 
lie  wrought  ful  many  an  evil  chck ;  for  fuch  was  his 
Thar  there  he  wid  or  might  do  enyevilldede  [coragc 
I  ii  wold  nevir  fefc  for  ought  that  men  him  fcid, 
Wlu  rTor  n^any  a  pore  man  fui  oft  was  agrevid;  1 85 
But  Fawnus  and  Agea  ful  light  theron  bclevid : 
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And thoughe  men  wold  pleyne  ful  ihortit  (hiild  availe. 

For  Fawoas  was  So  myghty ,  and  cheffof  all  couofaiil 

With  Augaftyn  the  £niperour,  that  alimeohym  drady 

And  lete  pasovir  mifchefe  and  harmys  that  they  had. 

Berinut  ferthermore  lo  vid  wel  the  dife,  1 9 1 

And  for  to  pley  at  hasard,  and  held  ther 'of  grete  pry  fe. 

And  all  othir  gamys  that  lofery  was  in. 

And  evirmore  he  loft,  and  nevir  myght  wyn*         * 

Bery nu8  at  hazard  many  a  nyght  he  wakid,        1 95 

And  oft  tyme  it  fill  fo  that  he  cam  horn  al  nakid : 

And  that  was  all  his  joy,  for  right  wele  he  knew 

That  Agea  his  modir  wold  cloth  hym  newe. 

Thus  Berynuslyrid,  as  I  hare  told  to  fore, 

Tyl!  he  was  of  the  age  of  1 8  yere  or  more.  aco 

But  othir  whyls  amongis  for  pleyntis  that  were  grete 

Fawnus  made  amendis,  and  put  them  in  quiete : 

So  was  the  fadir  caufe  the  fone  was  fo  wyld ; 

And  fo  have  many  mo  fuch  of  his  own  child 

Be  caufe  of  his  undoyng,  al  we  mo  we  fe  al  day ;  ac  5 

For  Thing ytmkt  is  bard  to  put  av^^ 

As  bors  that  ivir  trottiJ,  trewlich  I  yew  telle, 

Jt  toere  bard  t§  maks  hym  afHr  to  ambill  xoelU  : 

Ryght  fo  by  Beryn ;  when  he  had  his  luft  and  wyll 

when  he  was  lite 
It  fhuld be hevy afterward  torevehisolddelite,   aro 
Save  the  whele  of  Fortune,  that  no  man  may  with- 
For  every  man  on  ly  ve  ther'on  he  is  gond ;    [flonde, 
O  fpoke  (he  tumyd  bakward,  righte  at  high  noone, 
All  ageyn  B«riuu9,  as  ye  (hull  here  fone. 
/'vljvtf  VI.  '  O 
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Pleyixfg;  updir  tht  cgge  of  the  firmuneot.  679 

Now,  quo4  th«  Hooft  of  Soythwork,  ta4to  the  fcle^ 
Who  (awe  eirir  fo  fey r  or  ib  gl»d  a  day,     [flup  beot. 
And  bow  ibtt.  thi«  icfon  is  cntring  »to  May  ?  [nyoff* 
1  he  chroftelU  and  the  thrusihin,  in  this  glad  mor- 
The  ruddokandthjegoldfynch ;  b«t  thenyghtyngal* 
His  amerouf  ootit  k>  how  he  twynyth  fmaU!  [thing 
lx>  how  khf  trees  grenyth  that  nakid  wer,  and  n»* 
}$are  thw.monnh  afore  hot  their  fommer  cloth^ig  t- 
1^0  how  JNaf  9DiLnMki(h  for  them  evirichene  I 
^Vnd  as-joasy.  ae  ther.  be  he  £org«ttith  noose  I 
1.0  how  thekicB  of  the  yere  and  Avert  11  fhonris  6^ 
Doith  the  busihis  burgyn  out  bloffiuDB  and  floarb ! 
Lo  thei^yiyie  rofishow  freih  they  ben  to  iiene  I 
And  n^ay  otbir  floarii  among  the  gra&a  greae 
1^0  how :  they  fpryog,  and  fprede,  and  of  divers  hnc; ! 
Beholdith,  and  feith  both  rede,  white,  and  blue  !  695 
That  lufty  bin  andcomforulHllior  mann'ys  fight ! 
For  1  iey  |or  my  iclf  it  makith  my  hert  to  Gght. 
Now^iith  Almighty  Soveryn  hath  fenc  i&feir.  a  dey 
1  et  fe-aow^  as  covenant  is,  in  ihorting  of  the  wey» 
"Who  (hall  be  tbe  firfl  that  ihall  unlace  his  male  70& 
In  comiort  of  U8  al,  and  gyn  feme  mery  Tale ; 
For  and  wc  ftiuld  now  begyn  to  draw  lot 
Pv-raventurt  it  myght  fal  thtr  it  ought  not, 
On  fom  unlwfly  perfone  that  wcr  not  welc  awaktd. 
Or  fen>yboufy  ovyr  eve,  and  had  yfong  and  crakid 
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Year  deth.lMiljMffr,  I'Woot-it  wek,  Imt  evlr  be  ia 

iny  inyBda 
Then,  good  WiJfMii  Afa^  beth  to  my  foale  kynd 
When  ray  body  koutaf  fight,  ibrdiertohaTe  I  nede. 
For  tnicrfinlM'thflB  yee  be  in  word  no  in  dedc  346 
Had  jie  vir  wMnn,.  ne  more  kyndnet 
liach  iheitodiOOfcohk  make,  I  know  nght  wele  iwis : 
How  wold  y^  fo  her  titer  in  hert  be  as  trewe, 
*|^olyitewytbMitmake»andonyearibDerewe,  230 
That  litiUhitlrylcmid  fitbent  be  was  bore : 
Let  hymhwono  Aepaiodir»  lor  children  have  tofore 
ComaUeh  thhylbfith  nat  {  wherfor  wyth  hert  I  prey 
3is«e  chm  oato  yeoribiie  altirmy  endyng  day ; 
7or  lb  Ood  lis  help  and  I  lafib  yew  behynd        23$ 
^hvld  'new  iHUV  en  ly«e  bryng  it  in  my  mynd 
*To  be  no  0MM>yweddtt»  hot  ly fe  ibok  aloon. 
.31b^  yvckmMraUipy  wyll,  good  Sir,  think  ther*6n. 
^SertiSg  .^ndd£vmuis»  whik  I  have  wyttts  fy  ve 
'X^iiflkilpvilrafiir  yew  to  have  another  wyff.     260 
waa  com  therwythalifor  to  do  hir  rightis ; 
lake  his  lave;and>al]  the  othir  knyghtis, 
kyndrid  and  frendb  klffed  hir  echone : 
t  is  no  nede  to  axe  wher  ther  was  dole  or  noon. 
caft  her  ey  up,  and  iokid  all  aboute,  %6s 

wok^have  kiffid  ficryn,  but  then  was  he  wyth- 
totkehaaard,asheFa8Wont  to  doon,[ouce, 
as  ii^ne  as  he  had  ete  he  wold  ren  out  aooon ;      , 

■  •-■•■'  O  It 
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upward  fpyn:  19 

The  dtjth  of  Agea  be  fet  at  litill  pryfe  ; 

1  ihit  nrrith  Etolick  Bcryn  threw  the  dyfe, 
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And  loib  wyth  that  £im6  call  al  was  leyde  adowb, 
And  (lert  up  in  a  wood  rage,  and  balUd  on  hit  crown , 
And  fo  he  did  theremnaunt^asmanyaswoldabyde ; 
But  for  drede  of  Fawnns  his  felawis  gan  to  hyde,  296 
And  nevir  had  wyll,  ne  lift,  wyth  Berynibr.tofyght, 
But  evir  redy  to  pley  and  wyn  what  they  myght. 
The  deth  of  Agrea  fprang  about  the  towne. 
And  every  man  that  herd  the  bell  for  her  fowne  300 
Bemony*d  her  full  fore ;  faff  Beryn  toke  none  hede, 
Butfottghtanothirfeleihip,andi}iiyklich'^othemyede9 
Tp  fuch  manner  company  as  ihuld  nevir  thry  ve, 
Forfuch  helovidbettirthen  hismodir's  lyve;  [drawe, 
And  evirmore  it  fhuld  be  nyght  or  he  wold  home 
For  of  his  fadir  in  certeyn  he  had  no  manner  awe ; 
For  evir  in  his  yowith  he  had  al  his  wyll,  3c  7 

And  was  ypalBd  chaftiling  but  men  wold  hym  kyll. 
Fawn  us  for  Agea,  as  it  was  well  fitting, 
Made  grete  ordenaunce  for  hir  burying,  310 

Of  prelatis  and  of  preeftis,  and  of  al  othir  thyng. 
As  thoughe  ihe  had  be  a  wyffof  a  worthy  king 
It  myght  nat  have  be  niendit;  fuch  was  his  gentilnes. 
For  at  hir  entcryng  was  many  a  worthy  mcfle. 
For  four  weeks  full,  or  he  did  her  intcre,  3 15 

She  ley  in  iede  wythyn  his  houfe ;  but  Beryn  cam  not 
Namclich  into  the  place  where  his  modir  ley,  [there, 
Ne  onys  wold  he  a  Patir  nofitr  ior  hir  foule  fey : 
His  thought  was  all  in  unthryft,  lechery,  and  dyfe, 
And  drawyng  all  to  foly,  for  Tevfitb  is  recbUs      3  %9 

Oiij 
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And  thei^fore  nMthinkith  that  1  mmj  we|e  Ibf 
A  m^a  ypaffid  yf»with,  and  it  wytheNit  lore^ 
May  |m»  ifttk^ti^oncd  to  a  tw  «3rtlioot  inoM,  l^trair 
'  Tha(  nmy  DU  bo^Mie  M  bere  fiiifU,  b«t  soM  «bA  e«er 
Ryght  fe-byyo^vilh  ferifhtliat  no  maa  lift  to  dtaUt 
This  mowe  we  koam  vM«ly  by  experictics^         |s^ 
That  Tittl  mitUib  mrtm  arndBinevtUme* 
Jn  thUStdtfir  i^^rvfor,  iis  provhh  jmxgymeifmKmi 
Apiantwitfliitbgi«y,Oiithaip«doiniMniiHiptj)|^ 
A  man  i^sy  wytk  Ut  {yBgen|ily  it  whcr  hfwd  tfA, 
Aiidmake(iicr'ofafiu]cill,awitli,or»tfwift;  » 
Bat  lot^ilie  plaatftood,  and  yerii  owiigmWy 
Men  fhoU  noi  wydi  Ifoth  hiakondit  wmcAiiauiiGBit' 

bowe: 
No  more  tnyght  Fawnas  mtke  his  fone  Beryn,   355 
When  he  grew  in  age,  to  his  lore  enclyncr 
For  every  day  when  Beryo  rofe  nnwafli  hewoMdyac^ 
And  draw  hym  to  his  feielhip  as  ewcn  as  m  lyiie» 
And  then  com  hone  and  etc,  and  foop,  wadidepo  tf 

nyght : 
This  was  al  his  befynes  but  yf  that  he  did  fight;  340 
Wher'for  his  fadir's  hert  Fawnus  gan  for  to  blede. 
That  of  his.modir  that  ley  at  home  he  toke  no  more 

hede: 
And  fo  did  all  the  pepill  that  dwellid  in  the  town 
Of  Beryn*s  wildnes  gon  fpeke  and  eke  roun. 
Fawpus  oppon  a  dey,  when  Beryn  cam  at  eve,    345 
^'"''15  fs(  oppoa  a  purpofe  to  make  his  fone  lere 
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A|i:his  fliQiwd  liddiU  wyth  g^ooditet  if  he  m^ght. 
And  taaghtfaym&vjiiilfofti  bat  Wdjn  take  H  light, 
Andcountidat]kitt{H7fiBalhit£tdir*stale.        349 
Fawqvi  ftan  k- wold  nat ;  with  cbbor  wan  and  pale 
He  parHdfiKMB  hti»roae,  and  myth  a  forowlBU  hert. 
I  no  can  write^baUyndeie  how  fore  he  did  Ibiert 
TlietiifcWyingof  hit  fone  and  bii  wyf 'is  deth, 
That,aithebadi  teUith,1ie  wii(hed  that  his  hreth 
Had  yBeen  dwfc  the  feriull  cele%ne,  ^$§ 

So  invent  wiahiaibitDwe,  hiaaagir,  and  hispyne. 
8d,  ihtfiKdf  to  «Miebdc»  Agca  was  interidy 
And  FftttnosMvid  w^Bes  3  yere  werywerid, 
Wher'of  ther  was  grete  %8che  for  hit  high  h|Miour ; 
Tyll  at  lift.  w«rd  cam  onto  the  fimperoor  3  60 

That  Fa^pwm  was  without  wyfe,  and  feld  was  }o- 

eonnde,  -.      - 
But  moumyngibr  Agea  that  he  was  to  ybonnd, 
And  lyvid  as  an  hermyte,  foole  and  deftitute, 
WythoiR  oeafolarionne,  penfyff  olt  and  mute : 
Wher*for  Aogn^iis,  of  Rome  the  Emperoor,  $6s 
Was  Inwajedlich  fory,  and  in  grete  dolour. 
Wyth  that  the  7  Sagis  and  Senatoaris  all 
Were  aflenkblid,  -to  diforyve  what  ihuld  tber'of  fall; 
The  wych  foyd  ftiortly,  For  a  moleilationne 
Ther  was  noon  othifgemady  but  a<w>folacionne,  370 

MufikymlihtbbigsgttUktrtmtvtit. 

And  when  the  EmpeMmr  knew  all  their  detennina*' 

Quicklichin  his^iyBd  he  hadimagina^ionoe  [donne. 
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That  Fawnna  for  Agea  was  in  high  diibvs^ : '       3^5 
A  nd  rauft  ycurid  be  wyth  pafiyng  gentilnei  ' 
Of  fom  lufty  lady,  that  of  pulchritade    :  .   ■  - 
Were  exceUem  al  othir ;  fo^  fhortly  to  coiiclede». 
The  Emperourlnd  a  love  toforelie  fcad  »  wyf  - .        ' 
Thathelovidashertlichaihisowiiiyf^  3S0 

As  was  as  feir  a  creature  as  fone  m jgfat  htOiy'ue ; 
So  exccUent  of  bewte  that  ihe  tnygfat  be  flir3rae  < ' 
To  all  othir  wymmcii  tha(  wet  tho  lyvaiid : 
But-forthe  Emperour  had  a  wyf  ye  flml  weletNiderr 
1  !e  cam  nat  xd  bir  company  to  baniehisddfte;  [flood 
For  Criftiendottte  and  cDnfdence  was  tho  moreperitt 
Thenitisnowadayie»yf  Idurftteli-;  $tf 

But  I  wol  leve  at  this  tyme.  Than  FawnoaillblWdl 
Was  aftir  ftnt  in  Jiaft,  of  feknes  to  be  curyd^ 
5o  w  hat  for  drede  and  ellis  they  wer  both  enfnryd  3  90 
In  prefence  of  the  £mperotir,  fo^Fawnus  myght  nat 

flee; 
It  was  the  Emperonrs  wyll,  it  myght  noon  othir  be. 
So  wy thin  a  tyme  Agea  was  forgete. 
For  Fawnus  thought  litill  on  that  he  hir  bekight : 
For  as  the  7  Sagis  had  afore  declarid  395 

It  cam  all  to  purpos;  for  Fawnus  litil  carid 
For  eny  thing  at  all  fare  his  wyff  to  plefe. 
That  Rame  was  yclepid ;  for  reft  nethir  cfc 
Fawnus  nevir  had  but  of  her  prefence : 
So  was  h  ib  hcrt  on  her  y  fet  that  he  coud  no  defence,400 
SaTc  evirmore  be  wyth  hir,  and  fiare  on  hir  vifagrey 
That  the  mofl  part  of  Room  held  it  for  dotage*. . 
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AbI  IM  Bndi  tMTvell  of  his  variainice  t 
B«t  WUfU  AtiFn-tiMU  tmtuUfmt  m  Aannf        404 
fbr  tii«^  ji*M«iaif  o»  lyve  oa  woman  mora  bedotid 
Then  Tkwms  wm  in  Rame,  ne  half  fo  much  yfocid. 
VfjfSk'fkm,'  ftiaio  had  kqowkefa  that  Fawnus  was 

yfmyt 
Wythdie  ^tlit  of  tx>ve :  yse  inovpe  ryght  wok  it  wyt 
That  all  th»t  eoiviie  eood  caft  or  ytiiyiick 
Wk«ittafey»  Berynns,  for  many  a  fotiU  wrench  4 10 
She  thought  and  wrought  day  by  day^  at  mcny  we- 

■MIQMin'} 

Tyll  they  have  of  dieir  defire  the  fuD  eoilclofioane : 
For  the.  more  that  Fawnus  of  R^ano  did  made 
The  more  datagenms  was  Rame  and  of  chcre  fade. 
And  kept  wdo  hir  pmpofe  undir  covirture :        4 1$ 
8bdW3i9itheh»toblame;  it  grew  of  nature.       [alle 
Bat  though  that  Rame  wrought  fo,  God  forbede  that 
Ver  of  that  oondieioune.  Yet  touch  no  man  the  gall, 
U4s  my^ia  oooofell,  but  doith  as  othir  doith : 
Take  yeur  pkrt  as  it  comith  of  roughe  and  eke  of 
•  fmbotJie.  410 

Yit  aorttor,  wit  aad  gentllacs,  refon  and  perfite 

mynde,  • 
Doth  all  thefe  worthy  women  to  worch  ageny*  ky  nde. 
That  lholigbe4ihcy  bo  agrerid  they  fuffir  and  endure. 
And  ]>afllth  •vir  far  the  bcft,  apd  folowtth  nothing 

«atarc. 
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But  now  to  Rame*i  parpofe,  and  what  Urathir  dtfifc*. 
Shortly  to  conclude,  to  make  debate  and  ire        416 
Betwene  the  iadir  and  the  Tone,  as  it  wm  likely  Uio  i . 
What  for  hit  condidonne,  and  what  lor  love  alfo 
That  Fawnitt  owt  to  hia  wyff,  the  rathir  he  iiiiift  hir 

IcYC, 

And  grant  for  to  mend,  yf  ought  h|r  did  greve.  430 

Berinus  evir  wrought  rig^t  as  he  did  before* 

And  Rame  made  hym  chere  of  love*  ther  iii]fght  M 

woman  more,  . 
And  gaff  hym  gold  and  clothing  evir  at  be  did  hScp 
Of  the  beft  that  he  cond  ought  wher  in  town  chcfe* . 
And  fpeke  full  leir  wyth  hjm^  to  make  al  thyng  dcdc  { 
Yit  wold  file  have  yete  his  hert  wythoot  flit  or  bredci 
She  hid  fo  hir  felony,  and  fpak  fo  in  covert. 
That  Beryn  myght  nat  fpy  it  but  lite  of  Ram'yshert. 
So,  fhortly  to  pas  ovir,  it  fill  oppon  a  nyghte,      439 
When  Fawnus  and  his  freih  wyf  wer  to  bed  ydight. 
He  toke  hir  in  his  armys  and  made  hir  hertly  chere* 
I'her  myght  no  mat)  betir  make  to  his  fere. 
And  fcyd,  Myn  crtly  joy,  myn  hcrtis  fuU  pleiaunce, 
My  wele,my  woo,my  paradtfe,my  lyv'isfufteoauncci 
Why  no  be  ye  mcry,  why  be  ye  fo  dull,  445 

Sith  ye  know  I  zm  yeur  own  right  as  yeur  hcrt  woll  f 
Now  tell  on  love,  myn  own  hcrt !  yf  ye  eylith  oaght» 
For  and  it  be  in  my  power  anoon  it  ihall  be  wrought* 
R  ime  wyth  that  pan  fiphe,  und  wyth  a  wcpcing chere 
I  >  adid  the  bag;;  of  trcchery,  and  feide  in  this  manere : 
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No  xnervell  though  royn  hert  be  fore  and  full  of  dele, 
For  when  I  to  yew  weddit  was  wrong  went  my  whele. 
But  who  niay  be  ageyns  hap  and  aventure  ? 
Therfor  as  wele  as  I  may  myne  I  mut  endure. 
Wyth  many  iharp  wordis  (he  fet  his  hert  on  feir  455 
To  purchaie  with  hir  pra<5^ik  that  ihe  did  deiire  : 
Bot  hoolich  all  hir  wordis  I  cannot  wele  reherfe, 
Ne  write  ne  endite  how  (he  did  perce 
Through  Fawny's  hert  and  hisfcull  alfo; 
For  more  petoufe  compleynt  of  forowe  and  of  woo 
Made  nevir  woman,  ne  more  petoufly,  46 1 

Then  Rame  made  to  Fawnys :  (he  fmote  full  bitterly 
Into  the  veyn,  and  through  his  hert  blood; 
She  bloderit  foand  wept,  and  was  fo  high  on  mode, 
That  unneth  (he  myght  fpeke  but  othir  while  among 
Wordis  of  difcomfort,  and  hir  hondis  wrong ;      466 
For  alas  and  woo  the  tyme  that  ihe  weddit  was! 
Wasevir  more  the  frefreit  when  ihe  myght  havefpafe. 
I  am  .yweddit;  ye,  God  w^oot  bell  in  what  nianer  and 

■how ! 
For  yf  it  wer  fo  fall  I  had  a  child  by  you,  4 70 

JLord !  how  ihuld  he  ly  ve,  how  ihuld  he  com  awey  ? 
Sith  Deryn  isyeur  firft  fone,  and  heir  aftir  yeur  day  ? 
But  yf  that  he  had  grace  to  fcoole  for  to  goo, 
To  have  fom  maner  conning  that  he  myght  trufl  to. 
For  as  it  now  ftondeth  it  were  che  beil  rede,        473 
For,  fo  God  mchelp,  I  had  levir  he  wer  dede 
Than  wer  of  fuch  condicioune  or  of  fuch  lore 
As  13cryn  ycur  fone  is ;  it  wer  bctt  he  ^vt^  upbore, 
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For  he  doith  oat  ellis  fiire  at  baxard  pley. 
And  comyth  home  al  nakid  ech  othir  dcy;  480 

For  within  this  month  that  I  have  wyth  yeu  ba 
Fiftcne  fithis,  for  Tcrry  grcte  pitc 
I  h:ive  yclothid  hym  al  new  when  he  wai  to  tore, 
For  eTirmore  he  feydc  the  old  were  ylore. 
Now  and  he  wer  my  fone  I  had  levir  he  were  yfod, 
For  and  he  pley  fu  long  half  our  ly  velodc  486 

Wold  fcarfly  fuffife  hymfelf  ood, 
And  n*cre  yce  wold  be  grevid,  1  fwerc  be  Seynt  JohA 
lie  ihuld  aftir  this  dey  be  clothid  no  more  for  me, 
Tut  he  wold  kepe  them  bettir  and  draw  fro  nycete* 
Now  gentill  wyff,  gramcy  of  yeur  wife  tale,      49I 
I  thynk  wel  the  more  that  1  fey  nofale; 
For  towchyng  mygrevannce.  that  Beryn  ^ith  aloi" 
Trculich  that  grcvaunce  is  fomwliat  afclakid :    [kidt 
hn  hym  aloon,  I  prey  yew,  and  1  woU  con  yew  thank* 
For  in  fuch  lofery  he  hath  lofk  many  a  frank.       496 
1  he  devil  hym  fpede  that  rech  yf  he  be  to  tore. 
And  he  ufe  it  hertraftir  as  he  hath  doon  to  fore. 
lieryn  arofe  a  morowe,  and  cried  wondir  faft, 
A  nd  axid  afiir  clothib,  but  it  was  all  in  waft ;        ro 
Ther  was  no  man  tendant  for  hym  in  ail  the  houfc; 
'( ie  whcie  wa^  ychaungit  into  anothir  coiirs. 
fawn  us  herd  his  fone  wcle  how  he  bcjr?.n  to  cry, 
An  J  role  up  anoon  and  to  hym  did  hijjh, 
A  nd  had  iorgete  nothyng  that  Ramc  had  yfcydc,  jC5 
i  or  he  boillid  fo  his  hcrt  he  was  nat  well  apayJc, 
3 
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He  went  into  the  chaftilMr  ther  Kit  fone  ley, 
And  £tt  hym  down  in  a  chair,  and  that  he  gan  to  ky : 
My  gentil  lEbne  Beryn,  now  feir  I  wolye  teche ; 
Rew  oppon  thy  felf ,  and  be  thy ne  own  leche.     5x0 
Maohode  ia  yooin  now,  myne  own  derc  fone. 
It  is  tyme  thow  be  awcynyd  of  thyn  old  wone : 
And  thow  art  z  7  wynter8,andnaught  haft  of  dodryne; 
Tit  wdldxft  thow  dnw  to  perfite  the  worfhip  wold  be 

thyne,  ' 
To  noritor  aad  goodikipr,  and  al  honeft  thi'ngr,     515 
Ther  myght  eom  to  myn  hert  no  more  glad  tyding. 
Ijcre  now  al  thy  foly  and  thy  rebawdry, 
At  tablit  and  menrellit,  and  the  hazardry. 
And  draw  the  to  the  company  of  honeft  men  and  good^ 
£lt  Uve  thow  M«  at  wele  at  Crifie  died  on  the  rode ; 
And  for  al  menkynd  hit  ghoft  pat  Icte,  521 

Thow  (halt  for  me>hcraftir  ftond  on  thyn  own  fete, 
For  I  woll  no  kntgir  fuffir  thit  aray 
To  clothe  the  al  new  eche  othir  dey.  [draw, 

Yf  thow  woh  draw  the  to  wit,  and  rebawdry  with- 
Of  fnch  good  at  God  haye  feot  yn  part  have  flialt  thow : 
And  yf  thow  wolt  nat,  my  fone,  do  at  I  the  tell. 
Of  me  fliak  thow  naught  have,  truft  me  right  well. 
Wenyft  thow  wyth  thy  dife-pleyiog  hold  myn  ho- 

noore 
Afctr  my  deth  dey  ?  Then  Beryn  gan  to  loure,    5  30 
And  feide.  It  this  a  fermon  or  a»prech^nient  f 
Ye  were  nat  wont  herto ;  how  is  this  ywcnt  ? 


Bnidilli  farfoaic  clothing  that  1  urengo; 

My  felawijlolcith  afiir  me,  I  wool  weU  (hey  dofoi 

1  Willi  oat  leit  my  felethip  nc  my  rckeUgii,         jjj 

tie  my  diTc-pleyinei  f"i  all  jeur  hercuge*: 

Doith  veurbeft  wylhlhemby  yeurlyfday, 

Fpr  ■*  hen  they  fall  tome  1  wijdoail  may. 

ScnediiUel  fadir.  who  haih  cnformyil  you, 

And  Ice  you  iaco  ire,  ra  make  me  there  rnwe  I     540 
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He  gropid  al  about  to  hare  found  ooii» 

As  he  was  wont  tofore,  but  ther  was  noon. 

Then  toke  he  fuch  willokis  as  he  fond  ther^ 

And  beheld  hymfelf  what  man  he  wer ; 

For  when  he  was  arayde  then  gan  he  firft  be  wrothe^ 

For  his  womb  iokid  out  and  his  rigg  both.  j  66 

He  ftert  afcir  his  fadir,  and  he  began  to  cry, 

For  ieth  myn  aray,  for  the  villaaj 

Ys  as  wele  yeurs  as  it  is  myne. 

FawDus  let  him  clatlr  and  cry  wel  and  f3me,        5  70 

And  pafiid  forth  ftill  and  fpak  nat  a  wordi 

Then  Beryn  gan  to  think  it  was  nat  al  bord 

That  his  fadir  feyde  when  he  wyth  hym  was. 

And  g^n  to  think  all  about,  and  therwyth  feid  Alafs  I 

Now  koow  I  wele  forfoth  that  my  modir  is  dede; 

For  tho  ^n  he  to  glow  firft  a  fory  mann'ys  hede.  576 

Now  kepe  thy  cut,  Beryn,  for  thou  ihalt  hare  a  fit, 

Somwhat  of  the  world  to  lern  betir  wit ; 

For  and  thow  wift  fikerly  what  ys  for  to  com 

Thow  woldiiL  wisAi  aftir  thy  deth  foil  oft  and  ylorac ; 

For  Ther  n^ya  ietyimgkalff§fort  ivytbjiaffuabirfwerd 

Jit  man  to  he  bete  toitb  bis  nomyerd.  381 

The  pyry  is  yblowe,  hop,  Beryn,  hop, 

I'hat  ripe  wol  heraftir  and  on  thyn  hede  drop : 

Thou  tokift  noon  hede  whils  it  ihoou  hoot,  j  85 

Ther*for  wynter  the  nyghith  afay  by  thy  cote. 

Beryn  for  ihame  to  town  durft  he  nat  go,     [his  foo. 

He  toke  his  wey  to  churchward;  his  freod  was  made 
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Tor  angir,  rnrowc,  and  (hnine,  an<)  hcvynei,  ihat  he 
TJiiact1ihciiii)thif|)ekc,  Irii  tlode  half  is  ituul .  piad, 
O  alas!  qijad  Bciyn,  what  wyt  lud  I  ji)! 

That  coud  naE  tijoti  thii  dcy  knan>  fihert^ 
Tbatmymadil  dcde  was?  but  dob  Ibnow  to  fan, 
jLnddicdemoTCthaiechedeyhereahir  more  andmon 
IfhaUkneW  undftlc  that  my  modiri^  dcde.  £g; 

Alae!  I  fmore  the  tncfTanBerc,  and  take  of  hir  noon 


AbillunriEhtpott 

I  am  nakid  :  [hrdt 

Alas!lftlqitl(if»A,t»i> 

.whalhmewatid 

AUiMbaneklbre 

■  an.l  ptyn. 

iditieyn.            «C0 

This  tva.  lit  l>» 

chward 

Thatufhi.B.ed 

>litm  reward. 

When  fl«I7liwa» 

h  ihen  pan  he  wen 

ithcfawtnetuinD  wncn  his  nindir  lay  [fray; 
HiicntonrgantochaunKi  into  adedely  bcw  i  6oj 
Alas,  gcDtil  Diodii !  to  liynd  yoa  nee  and  trcw. 
It  in  ED  merroU  for  thy  dcih  though  I  fore  fmtrt. 
Bui  thsrewythal  ihsfoniK-eibfervcDtlmocehitbeii 
That  fodenlf  he  fit  dawn  dan  dtdt  in  Iwowe  :  &09 
That  he  had  part  of  fcrnwe  mctbinkilh  [hat  niygbll 
Bl  tm  lay  fo  lonR  or  he  myght  iwslte,  [avoue. 

r<ir'il  hii  fy vt  wiltis  had  clene  hymiorCika, 
Wtl  niyght  he  by  hymfcif,  whra  rcfon  ycotn  Were, 
UiidiidoBd  that  Fortune  bad  a  ni>rpf)Kre, 
And  eke  Rreir  power  among  high  and  lowc,        61J 
Som  to  BvauncB  and  fom  to  OTirtbrane. 
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So  at  laft  when  Beryn  a  litill  wakid  were 
He  tranipelid  fed  with  his  fete,  and  al  to  tare  his  ere 
And  his  vifag^  both,  right  as  a  wodeman. 
With  many  a  bitir  terc  that  from  his  eycil  ran,    620 
And  fighid  many  a  fore  ftgh,  and  had  much  hevynes^ 
And  evirmorc  he  curfid  his  grcte  uokyndnes 
To  foreyit  his  modir  whils  Ihe  was  alyve, 
And  lenyd  to  hir  tombe  opon  his  tore  fciyve ^ 
And  wisihid  a  thowfand  iithis  he  had  ybe  hir  by,  6a^ 
And  beheld  hir  tombe  with  a  petoufe  eye\  [of  nought. 
Now,  glorious  God!  quod  Beryn,  that  al  thing  madiil 
Hevenanderth,  man  andbefle,  (ith  I  am  myf wrought 
Of  yewe  I  axe  mercy,  focour,  and  help,  and  grace, 
Formymyfdcdeandfoly,unthryiFeandtrefpafe:630 
Set  my  forowe  and  peyn  fomwhat  in  mefure 
Fro  difpeir  and  myfcheff  as  I  may  endure. 
Lord  of  ail  iordis !  though  Fortune  be  my  foo 
Yit  is  thy  myght  above  to  turn  hym  to  and  fro. 
Firll  my  modirs  lyfe  Fortune  hath  me  bcrevid,    6  J5 
Aod  llth  my  fadirs  love,  and  nzkid  alfo  me  levid. 
What  may  he  do  more?  Vis,- take  awey  my  lyfe; 
But  for  that  wcr  myn  efc,  and  end  of  al  ftryfe, 
Thcr'for  he  doith  me  ly ve  for  my  wers  I  fey, 
That  I  (huld  evirmore  ly  ve  and  nevir  for  to  dcy.  640 
Now  IcTc  1  Beryn  with  his  modir  tyl  I  com  aye, 
And  wol  return  me  to  Rarae,  that  of  hir  fotilte 
Hethougbte  hir  al  aboure,  when  Beryn  was  ajrooii 
That  it  ihuid  be  witcid  liir,  wher'for  ihe  anoon    644 

Piii 
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In  this  wife  feyd  to  Fawnott  SVyiriM  Ihuk  ye  do, 
Alehooghelfpckcimeryword,  t*fidbyD«rfiMicf» 
Nakid  into  the  t«wn  ?  it  WMOttjby.cavafail. 

V'hat  wolbefqriliiMr'of  f  fiUr  wicfaontlittlob 
l*or  1  am  lut  ftepmodir,  that  I  am  caoie  af  klle 
'I'lic  violeaectlieiirrttli,  tba  aiigir»  aad  tkc  gall,  650 
'I  hat  is  bctwcne  yew  both,  it  wal  be  wit  tne; 
W  hcr*for  i  prey  yon  hcrtly  rfoith- hy«  con  hoat  i|«i 
Kay,bytrovfEh,qiA)d  Fawmi^fiirmaaNnythheait 
Siche  he  of  mjr  wordii  fo  litil  prife  kt  (p^ 

A&litiKhaUlchargehifcfiatealfot  tsS 

Sorowe  ha^t  that  rechith  thoagh  he  qakid  g»^ 
For  every  man  knowkh  that  he  it  flat  arilcs 
Whcr'for  may  be  foppofid  hi*  pleyiag  at  dift 
Is  caufe  of  his  aray,  aild  nothyng  yce,  my  wjS, . 
Yes.  i\eis,qjtiQdaame,thetatBW0Ubfti7ff        U» 
() f  me  and  of  noon  othir,  I  know  right  wel  afyne  t 
\\'h(rr7or  I  prey  yov,  gentil  Sir,  and  £or  lovo  m)«, 
That  he  wet  yfet  bom,  and  that  in  grcte  haft. 
Ami  let  afay  ofit  ageyn  with  feirnet  hym  to  chafie; 
A  11(1  fend  Bcryn  cloihi*  and  a  new  ihert ;  66$ 

■  \\i<\  nvadeal  welc  inechc  fide,  and  iceptdofc  herhcrt. 
Now  fith  it  is  ycur  wyll,  quod  Fawnus  tho  anoon, 
rhut  Bcryn  fhall  home  com»  for  ycur  fake  aloon 
!  \v.)ll  be  the  niefl'ager  to  put  your  hert  in  cfe; 
/Mid  tls  fo  God  me  help,  wer  it  natyew  to  plere670 
■ ' ! :  f  ^ras  fliuld  grow  on  pamcnt  or  I  liym  home  bryng. 
\  ' ;  1  crhirlcsfoxth  he  went,  wyth  too  or  thro  riding, 
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From  o  ttrete  to  aoothir,  enqoeryng  to  and  fro 
Aftir  8070  in  everj  pbfe  wher  he  was  wont  to  go, 
SechiDg  eviry  halk  liowris  too  or  thre,  675 

Wi(hJbaxi(rdoiirt,aiid  otbir  fach,  ther  m  he  was  wont 

'to  be. 
And  Ciond  hyn  nat  ther ;  but  to  chirch  went  echone. 
And  at  dorr  they  ftode  a  while  and  herd  Beryn  made 

htimone; 
They  hcnl  all  hit  oompleynt,  diat  petoafe  wasto  here. 
Fawnnt  into  the  chirch  prywelych  gan  pire,        6S0 
Bot  al  lb  fime  as  he  beheld  wher  Agea  lay 
His  tcrip  ran  down  be  his  chefcis,  and  thos  he  gan  to 
A,  Ageal  myn  oV*  love,  and  my  new  alfo !   [fey : 
Alas,  that  rrir  our  hertis  fliold  depart  atoo ! 
For  in  yoor  gradoore  dayis  of  hert'is  trobilnes    685 
I  had  nevir  knowlech,  bat  of  all  gladnes ; 
Remembryng  in  his  hert,  imd  e^ir  gan  renewe 
The  goedoes  betwene  them  bodi,  and  hir  hert  trewe. 
And  drew  hym  ner  to  Beryn  with  au  hevy  modi» 
But  at  fone  as  Beryn  knew  and  ondirftode  690 

That  it  was  hisfadir  he  wold  no  longir  abide. 
But  anoon  he  voidit  by  the  todir  fide,  [fought 

And  Fawnut  hym  encomitrid,  and  leyd,  We  have  the 
Through  the  town,  my  gentilfime,  and  ther*for  void 

the  nooght. 
Though  T  feyd  a  word  or  two,  as  me  thoaght  for  the 
thebeft  695 

For  thync  cmdicioonei  to  draw  the  ouo  ly£e  hondfta 
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T}iou  (huldift  nat  fo  fiervently  havetakeit  to  thynheitS 
But  fith  1  know  my  wordas  doicH  the  fo  fore  €mat  - 
Shall  no  more  hereaftir ;  and  eche  dey  our  dicta 
Shall  be  mery  aodfolafo,  and  thitflullbe  forgttcf  700 
For  wcle  I  woot  for  thy  modir  that  thon  art  to  tore, 
Alfo  thou  haft  grete  forowe,  but  ooyt  acditb,  mad  no 

more:  , 

And  ther*for,  fooe,  on  mybleflingto-fiiitfeiioivreawayi 
Drawe  the  nowe  hcraftir  to  honeft  myrth  and  pley. 
Lo  ther  is  clothing  for  yewe,  and  year  honydiglit 
Wy th  harn6yt  all  fireihe  new ;  and  if  yee  Hft  be  kaygfaC 
lihallyitorevethatbergeynondinake,       [mahef 
That  the  £inperosr  for  my  lo«^;  a  knyght  Audi  yoa 
And  what  that  evir ye  nede  anoon  it  fhall  be  baugiitr 
For  M^hiUthat  I  haveeny  thing  yeihall  lak  naivght.yiof 
Graunt  mercy .'  qnod  Beryn  with  an  hevy  chere. 
Of  yeur  worlhipfull  profir  that  ye  have  proforid  mc- 
Butordirofknyghthodetotakeisnatmylikingt{hcRS 
And  iith  yeur  will  is  for  to  do  fomwhat  my  plefinf  , 
Ye  have  a  wyfo  ye  love  wele,  and  fo  tendtrlich,  yf 5 
That  and  ibe  have  childrin  I  knew  right  fikerlich 
Ail  that  fhe  can  devyfe  both  be  nyght  and  dey 
Shall  be  to  muke  her  childryn  heirs  of  that  fhe  may. 
And  eke  fowe  Icdis  of  infelicite,  [me } 

W'hcr'of  wold  growc  devyfiounc  bctwene  ycwe  and 
]'or  yf  ye  fpend  on  me  yeur  good,  and  thus  rialHch 
l.evith  welc,  in  ccrten  yeur  wyfe  woll  ilkerHch   711 
l.chc  dey  for  angir  her  tuikis  whet,  [fet 

And  to  fn.ytc  with  her  lun^e,  yeur  hert  in  wrath  to 
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Toward  mc  from  dey  to  dcy,  but  ye  wold  aply    715 
Somwhat  to  hir  purpofe  and  aftir  hir  yew  guy ; 
She  wold  wex  fo  ovirtwart  and  of  fo  lither  tach. 
And  evir  lour  andir  her  hood  a  miy  for  to  fnache ; 
She  wold  be  ihbrtyng  of  yeur  lyfe,  and  that  defire  I 

naught : 
Whcr*for  to  plefc  all  about,  my  purpofe  and  my 

thought  730 

Is  for  to  be  a  Marchaunte,  and  leve  myoe  heritage, 
And  releie  it  for  evir,  for  (hyppis  fyve  of  ftage 
Full  of  marcfaaundife  the  beft  of  all  this  londe : 
And  yf  ye  wol  fo,  fadir,  quyk  let  make  the  bonde. 
Fawnus  ¥ra8  right  wellapayd  that  ilk  word  outftert. 
But  yit  he  feyd  to  Beryn,  I  mervell  in  myn  hert  736 
Wher  haddift  thou  thiscounfaile  tole  ve  thyne  honour. 
And  lyve  in  grete  aventure  and  in  grete  labour; 
And  rid  fo  forth  talkyng  a  foft  efy  pafe 
Horn  ward  to  his  plafe  ther  that  Rame  was.  740 

And  as  fone  as  Fawnus  was  ylight  adown. 
And  highid  £aft  to  his  wyfc,  and  with  hir  gan  to  rown. 
And  told  hir  all  the  purpofe,  and  made  Fawnus  chere. 
She  didJiym  nat  half  fo  much  the  tyme  fhe  was  hiftfere. 
She  huUid  hym,  and  mollid  hym,  and  toke  hym  about 

thenekk,  745 

And  went  low  for  the  kite,  and  made  many  a  bekk ; 
And  feyd,  Sir,  by  ycur  fpech  now  right  well  I  here 
That  yf  ye  lift  ye  mowe  do  thing  that  I  mod  dcfirc ; 


*r* 


And  that  is  Ihu,  ycurheiilage  there  yta  bed  likid 
That  ye  myght  gjve:  and  eirir  among  (he  bruiflu" 

wcy  Ibe  iiilud  7jO 

Fium  fair  clottiii  here  and  ihere,  and  Gghid  themitl- 
Fawnui  of  hiigciitilnubj  hir  myddil  InialE        [liL 
Hi:itlich  hir  ttacyd,  and  leyd  ;  I  woll  nac  levE, 
I  luvr  yew  my  irowiih  thai  onys  or  it  be  eve 
Tti  jt  I  Ihall  do  my  devoii  without  feinlife  JIS 

For  to  plefc  your  hert  fullich  in  all  wyft.      [mtktlj, 
GrJunt  mercy !  tr jn  own  (owrene,  quod  Rante  ibo 
And  made  proteftacioune  that  fhc  fliuld  fikerly 
All  the  diiji«  of  hlr  lyfe  be  to  hym  atheode 
Af  ciir  WDmaB  Haa  to  man,  as  fcTforth  hb  hir  myiJ 
And  wit  hir  wold  TcrTc,  and  madcgrete  oihe.     7(1 
Fawcusbood  no  loBgic,  but  forth  therwlth  he  goitl. 
A  '  prcduiu  God  in  beven,Kyng  afmajeftel 
Ho  plentiTDure  thi>  woildisof  iniquite  ! 
H'iy  ii  iijffrfililliat  Iraviili  ii  Lray^lit  aJewn       jSS 
I!  ■yll>  Inihcry  u-dfaS^i  infildand  cli  in  u-wn  f  [i 
But  now  to  Fawnasand  hi'.enlent.  When  hehitfoH 
Hetokchyaifofthythehond;hiBtung  began  towhtt, 
Sulilly  (0  engyne  him.  Firft  he  gan  to  preche,     7(9 
I  .m  thy  (oiy,  my  dcre  fone,  and  do  as  I  the  tecbc : 
filih  thou  haft  wit  and  rcfon,  and  atl  of  niauii'yi  agti 
U'hat  nedilh  the  be  Marcbaunt  and  fliall  hafe  buf" 

tige? 
I  MandtbygiKid  weEylofttheforowcwoldbeinyilt 
'J'u  Itll  [he  futb,  rigbt  iiig^b  peregall  to  Lhyae; 
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And  yf  that  I  were  dcde  whils  thow  wer  oute      7  75 
X^ond  and  rent,  and  all  my  good,  have  thou  no  doute. 
It  wold  be  plukkid  from  the  ;  thy  part  wold  be  led : 
And  alfo  ferthermore,  I  make  oon  behcell, 
That  i  trowe  my  moblis  wol  nat  fufi^e 
To  charge  fyvc  fl^ippis  ful  of  marchandife  780 

But  yf  1  leyd  in  mortgage  my  lond  and  eke  my  rent. 
And  that  I  leve  be  nat  thy  wyll  ne  thyn  entent : 

Y  it  nethirles  yf  thy  hert  be  fo  inly  fet 

For  to  be  a  Marchaunt,  for  nothing  woll  I  let 
That  I  n*yl  do  thy  plcfaunco  as  ferforth  as  I  mey  785 
To  go  ryght  nygh  myn  own  eflate,  but  le  vir  I  had  nay. 
Their  wordis  ue  their  dedis,  ne  matters  them  betwene, 
I  wol  nat  tary  now  ther'on  myperchcmcn  to  fpene : 
But  fynallich,  to  the  end  of  their  accordement, 
Fawnus  had  fo  goon  about,  y turned  and  y  went,  790 
I'hat  he  had  brought  his  fone  toforc  the  Eniperour, 
To  rclcfe  his  heritage  and  al  his  honour. 
That  he  fliuld  have  aftir  his  dey,  for  flilppis  fyvc,  and 

Y  led  of  marchauudife  of  lynny n  and  of  wool,  [full 
And  of  othir  thingis  that  wer  yufid  tho.  795 
Engroiid  was  the  covenaunt  betwene  them  to 

Yn  prefcnce  of  the  Emperour,  in  opyn  and  no  rown, 
Toforc  the  grctift  Cenators  and  eldeft  of  the  town. 
So  when  the  rclefc  felid  was  with  a  fyde  bonde 
'J 'hey  wer  ylcyd  both  in  a  niecn  honde  8co 

Into  the  tyme  that  Beryn  fullich  fcfid  were 
Jn  the  fy ve  Ihipph  chit  i  yew  told  tic. 


BulwhowBSE 

d  but  Tawnni 

.ndwhUwjfl 
Ulllhynhoie 

wcm 

AiMlfeyd,Now 

n-yheit'i 

fwet 

Yi  otdllich  periourmyd; 

u^Iakkidinownoni 

on; 

Bui>ii3rchauDd>re>i»!(hi 

pi..  K  1  told  lofore. 

gc6 

ame,  and  began  lo  diuni^ 

And  iflirwaid 

i^fpek. 

aofiheftutvcaDncc. 

4lB,ltbhj„h-- 

«,rW,» 

•^ftrichcr^l 

J«-«,b0Mp.Ult 

/«,W, 

,«Ji«,d{.khfAhh 

81Q 

3Jli.f.dirf.y. 

»,2foi,j« 

F.r..find.p 

^l.tr.fi,.> 

So  vhcn  theTc 

jdanddipht 

Fawnusim 

psrourfuJ  right   8I4 

They  went 

an  for  the  tun 

cafe. 

To  r«  boil 

tici'r  covenaun 

cwu. 

Eervn  firft  . 

L.fy«, 

And  FawnUE  nau  ibc  tcclc,  ,..d  bare  il  In  his  mjff; 
And  cche  held  them  p»ydc,  and  Ktiinebcfi  of  all, 
Fur  Ihe  had  conqutrd  thing  ihat  caulid  moll  hir  galL 
Now  leve  1  Faw  nyiandhis»yfT,and<iflhe  goverDBuntc 
Of  Eeryn  I  wol  fpcke,  and  alio  nf  his  chaunce.  Sll  I 
When  iodifmen  and  marynizria  in  al  thing  tod^m 
This  IJeryn  into  AUraunder,  yf  God  wold  {eud  bjnl 

giaco 
That  wjndc  hyir,  wnldfervc,he  wold  :  foonadBy 
The  wy lid  wa«  good,  and  tbeybylid  on  their  ftry 
Too  dayli  fullich,  and  a  nyght  therwylbal,  gi; 

^  riJ  /lad  wtdir  at  wjU,  tjiVit  Uft  gao  fall 
.^Jiitfi  a  niya  among  ibeKHlialnDtni^wj^ViOMi- 
r/iat  wele  was  hym  ihat  h>4  "iiti  vVt\>V&i<t.*"^ 
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ice  ^ayii  incefiandy  tbc  derknct  amoog  them 
wai, 

no  (hipp  myfirht  fc  othir ;  whcrfor  full  oft  Alas ! 

{ejd,  md  to  th«  high  God  they  made  their 

prey ere, 
he  wold  of  his  *gncc  them  ;r»Ycm  and  ilere 
It  their  lyvis  myj^ht  yfavid  be,  }i.;  ^ 

Ley  were  decn  in  diipe)T,  hecaute  they  my{;!it 

satfe 
i>der,  wherhy  thcfe  fnipmen  thtr  conrRtukc  ccli- 
laft,the  ferth  dcy,  mukin^r  thus  hir  mone,  [one. 
ley  gan  clcrc;  and  tlicn  fuch  wynd  arofc 
blew  cheir  ft>ip;iis  elf whtrc  then  \vm  their  frft 
purpofe.  84O 

lempeft  was  fo  hupjc  ar.d  fo  ftrong;  alfo, 

wcle  was  hym  that  couric  bynde  or  oiido 
rope  wiihin  thcfUipp  that  lon<^ic  to  the  craft ; 
Y  man  fhewid  hU  connyng  to  lore  the  ftiipp  and 
bjifft.  .'oi'^'i 

wynd  a  wook  tire  fee  to  braft,  it  Mew  fo  srrt'fly 

iierynai:<laiihii»c«mp?.iiyofiynp.ysIa>ar.dmfr:i* 

man  round  about  Ihrofi  hviv.folf  to  othir,  !  thir ; 
put  in  Godd'is  oowcrnauiice  lyi,  ihinp.  and  ili  op 
ierwas(hippi>:nt:yiit,fc)rowjrhttl»iiy  Ciiuuhilf, 

naypht  aSatc  uf  the  ihipp  t]ieth:kr)c*ii»f  a  f::tlc: 
vcdirwa.%  fo  fervent  ot  wyiici  arii  rkc  «d"ttiun(iir 

every  fliipp  from  othir  wa»  biutve  of  figiit  a- 

foriuir. 


^1      T#S  HnCBAHT'i  ttC0H»'T4tUCy  W;^ 

And^qrid fixal  day  tnd  nyght^  tytt on  tin! 

I  trow  it  was  no  queilioane  wher  they  had  joy  or  §9^ 

fowc.  S54 

Soaftirirad,aiOodwoM,t]icwyiidwasibwwh«t|tft, 
Beryne  dq>id  a  maryner,  and  bad  Hyiii  fty  90  loft» 
And  wcyte  afeir  oar  foar  fliippis  aftirmdoMi  Ayitf 
For  it  is  bat  grace  of  Ood  yfthey  he  alyve. 
A  nsaryner  anooa  wyth  that,  rightat  Beryn  bad, 
Styed  into  the^top  cafteU,  aod  bronght  hy«a  tydiagt 

gladr  Mo 

Sir,  he  faith^  both  mcty ;  year  Ihipfia  ctm/Uk  nliMW 
Saffand  fooad'finlnfeg,  as  ye  fiml  ft  anoon  s 
And  eke,  Sir,  fcrthennora,  leadaHbl  figli, 
Let  draw  oar  corseftwardfthystydewoUbrjngBiiiyr 
BleffedbcGodtqaod  Beryn;  tfaeawcfwrfldppisCBWy 
We  have  no  nede  to  doot  werr  ne  moleftatioane. 
For  there  B*ys  wydiin  oar  ibippis  bo  thyag  of^fpolia* 

tioone,  867 

But  al  trew  marchaandiib ;  wherefor  for  Ibdifman 
Stere  onys  into  the  coftis  as  well'as  thon  can  s 
When  onr  fliippis  be  ycom,  that  we  suiwt  pasin  iatr 
Lace  on  a  bonnet  or  tweyn,  that  we  mowe  faiie  nere. 
And  when  they  wer  the  cofiis  nygh  was  noon  of  them 

alle 
That  wlft  wRat  lend  it  was:  then  Eeryn  gan  to  calle 
Out  of  every  fliip  anoon  a  maryner  or  tweyne 
For  to  take  connfell,  and  thus  he  gan  to  feync :    875 
The  fronntis  of  this  ilk  town  been  wondirfeirwythaUy 
Mcfthinkith  it  is  the  beft  rede^  what  that  evir  MaUy 


iniitlMfMMMDtmlkialiokhetoiwie,      -    878 
.iUid  here  faAic.btCh  her  and  tlRce,jifiiieMrd  and 
And  eaf  atfe'faikfceffthcir  |^otei»wuie.  ;[dowsie, 
^ffwKtmSf^^  fin  '  wtiU  ye  UBKile<(liit>n(4BBMttice  ■ 
AUthqr^girtit>>eiitfcan»i»ihridifcierthebcft, 
For.thMidfithe  ^nfinfaiave  «Mt  dndt  and  reft, 
Aod  yf  U^aifainiife.ihB%aiiririMM  w»9tt, 
jr#raftarthMithe4edefiifc«nllmli«BddiK     8^5 
^■t  MHM  slnw  yB'SBr*ffipic  k^woBoiHrBiiiiilf  s 
Jadl<»wwMi>3riefeCibel.ifawriyy|Pt% 
AprsuMipiipinitedfltMM§tfl6  ■ofKwdvnjiivehMit 
At  wM'the  pepill  cf  thib  town,  ne  mote^iaftabill, 
Aadhsd«clkiMfcifi^«rfi«ttfttii«uMdouDe,  69O 
Thtt.yHKwar4he  9upfm^  eoy  Arenge  aacioane 
W«rec«Khitotbef»ft^uMK»i<he)F»«hl  them  hide 
Vilhhi  their  eiTB  bowfis,  and  no  man  go  ae  ryde 
is  iioibali«CdkdliBt0wn.;.  aftaaf)ne:tha&  they  wer 

Avd  coud  no  (kill  o£  marthandife,  fetftaU  it  was  a 
jUya  Aon  hire  ate  «f  their  wrong  and  ifiUAede ; 
Jhit  yit  it  tt,  ae  vmilif  iva%  fl|qxm  their  own  hede. 
0crya  ataydiiylij&eAly,  aetoAhlarflhandiongith, 
Ajwl  frfc  hf*  att  a  inifrcy. voeilR  fey  and  hongit, 
AndapagerennynghyhishoraliBie:  .  ,  9c  o 

He  nkteattdkagtha  Mwo,1>atnei  auncoadhe  meet ; 
The  doiryatvcr  yicMd  in  both  too  fidis, 
Wktsrti  hehad  vbcrvett :  yet  fiBrthenaore  he  ridis, 


]84      Tfil  .  I 


t,ifT, 


AnrI  wi^tidon  bit  right  honi)  amancipil'npkfe  ' 
A^i  frdhmudarw^afedtbidir^IvTi  be  pale::  fjo^ 

The  ^tTi  wer  wyde  up,  and  thiic  gan  he  po, 
Fur  throDplniiit  rha  \oiag  rivwii  he  SotiDi  ta  no  no. 
Thctin  dwtblidaburscyfE  the  moftrdipcr  man 
Of  aU  the  town  thmnghout,  and  whit  ft)  he  wan 
With  tc(c     ^andgUc,  a«  daitb  fomfieiMr         j(i4r 
SJghilu>      Ihepicl  with  his  campcriii. 
Bnynijj  inward^nhedrob 

ufe  pleyingat  chtt 
i;,thaidwelliilh)Tn 

■fncafthi.eye^J 

i  it  yd  Uitfe  words 

£»iRA^i>whU  Bnnc:e  w  nth  ybroDghc  yoi 

Now  wuU  to  God  1  had  wh..       or  coud  aiake  yrw 

But  yi;  fliulllswE  ir^K™d  wyu,  and  take  Tndi  asihtr 
And  uf  year  gentil  pBcicni  faffir  that  i*  un;^.  [ir. 
For  well  hcTrili  byhiiirairandbyhiscDunccnaunce 
Th^i  of  tba  (hippis  thet  wti  ycom  he  had  fom  goi> 

Wli(if.jt  he  made  bym  there  fcmeynK  amaybill. 
tr..j..  rill  ull  with  caucclii.  and  wondir  diffcyiabiih 
J/i  hr.icydhymby  rticmYiii\V,mdpeYdhynifitJ-      j 


A  nd  Jowly  with  mutli  v.-ot&i5i;  ^" 


x^i^Wtfttfbsn*      1 


Vfn,  inr»cttANT'«  second  TAtt,  }*ft,    1*95 

Ix>rd  God!  feyd  this  borge^riC)  I  thank  this  Ilk  dey 
That  I  Ihuld  fee  yew  liole  and  ftiund  here  in  my  con- 
tray; 
And  yf  ye  lift  to  tdl  Ac  <atife-of  yewr  ootnyng,  9 30 
And  yf  he  have  nede  to  any  manere  thing, 
And  it  be  in  my  potver,  and  thoughe  f  ihttld  it  fech. 
It  fliuld  go  right  wonder  ftreyte,  I  firy  yewfikerlich. 
Bat  ytie  it  liad  in  hafix;,  ther  wkh  yew  piefe,        934 
tor  now  I  fee  yew  in  my  houfe  my  hen  ie  kigrete  cfe . 
The  todir  Irargeyfe  rofehym  «p  for  t«  make  roufe, 
And  axid  of  hit  hWit^  that  lord  was  of  the  hoUfV, 
M^hens  is  this  wofflupfull  man?  with  wordis  hend 

and  low. 
For  It  femkh  by  the  manere  that  ye  hym  Ihuld knowe, 
And  haveiby  hym-tofore  this  tyme.  I  have  fene,  quod 
the  todir,  940 

Ye  ywis  an  If  o  iithis,  arid  right  as  to  my  brodir 
I  wol  do  hym  ple(aoncein  al  that  erir  I  can. 
For  trewlich  in  his  contray  he  is  a  worfliipfiil  man : 
Forfoth,  Sir,  and  for  ycur  love,  a  thoufand  in  this  town 
Wold  do  hym  worship,  and  be  right  fe}'ne  and  bow  11 
To  plefe  hym,  and  avail  to  have  thonk  of  you :    946 
I  woot  welc,  God  them  yeld,  foliavc  they  oft  cr  nowc. 
And  arofe  up  therwithall,  and  with  his  fclaw  fpak 
Of  fuch  manere  mater  that  f.iylid  ncvir  of  lakk. 
So  when  their  connfeU  was  ydo  this  burgc)'fe  prcyc! 
his  fere  cjt^^^ 

To  fir  a  down  be  Bcryn,  and  do\\"^vt\^V^^'^'^^ '^'^''^'^'' 
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And  la  the  l^-hile  I  wol  fe  to  his  hort. 
For  every  gentii  hert,  afore  his  own  cors 
Defirith  that  his  riding  bed  be  fervid  aai 
Rathirthan  hyniftlt;  ^herfor  wythall  m 
I  woll  have  an  eye  therto ;  and  fich  psrtc 
Wich  tonne  or  pipe  is  bed  and  moil  fyni 
Bcryn  was  all  abaihid  of  his  foden  chere 
]^ut  nethirles  the  burgeyfe  fat  hym  fomi 
1  And  preyd  hym  of  his  gentilnes  h'»  nan 

His  con  trey  and  his  lynnao^e :  and  he  ao 
Bcrinus  I  am  ynamid,  and  in  Rome  ybo 
And  have  fy ve  ihippis  of  myn  own,  las  s 
■  Full  of  niarchaundife,  ligging  tofore  the 

,  But  much  marvaile  have  I  the  good  mai 

I*  To  fcrve  me  and  plcie,  and  kow  it  migh 

i  Sir.  fcyd  rhe  burgeyfc,  no  mcrvelk  it  is 

;  Frr  many  a  tyme  and  oft,  I  cannot  fey  h 

\  He  hath  be  in  yeur  marchis;  and  as  I  tn 

;  Alfo  he  wasyhore,  yf  I  nely  Ihall. 

■y f  it  be  fo,  quod  Beryn,  no  mervellc  rt  i 

Tiumohe  he  me  have  yfey,  and  ckt.  his  j 

IVcvith  ir  all  opy nly ;  but  be  hym  that  bo 

!  I  li:ivc  thcr'of  no  knowlech,  as  I  am  nov 

With  th'At  ram  in  rhr  r^ond  man  with  c 


i    .      '  ■ 

And  of  AfosAiftiiiodir;  nd  ■]!  thing  M  h  #a8,  [cm; 
Whei>tkra<t|^  hm  wu  fidperfite  to  asTwere  to  every 
.    Soentryqg^isMitbeliBUtkebiirgeytfpftlLanoon,  y8o 
^    Almygcntill'Pfryn.sfaifttthttBnderftooDe 
Mjne  ow9.|«fft  Afo^ithy  oiodir  kff  and  dcre ! 
Now  Okid  aftyUur  louk,  for  nerir  Iwetir  chere 
Hid  I  of  taid  vomaii,  110  nevir  hal£(b Kood. 
'     BmeMdU  I  ■  Mardktont  cooiyng  orit  flood !       9  S5 
mrho  Uwiglit  yAr  in  tbii  pnrpot,  and  beth  yoor  fa* 

dir'iilictf?   '. 
Now  by  my  JTCOT.  coofciftBCc  ryght  nygh  in  difpeyr 
I  wax  Ibr  ^w  fidk«»  for  Do«r  fnendlde 
Ye  mowc wdsicythit  ye  been ;  bnt yit  €or  netbirica 
Yee  nut  cndnie  fbrtnne,  and  bevynta  pint  awey ;  990 
lli^ianoonotbtrwi^oin.  Alio  year  fliippis  gey, 
Thatbe<pycomini»TC<P>OPghttoaroendyeui  mode, 
Tbc.wieb  irben  we  bave  dyned,  I  fwere  for  by  tbe 

rood. 
We  wol  fe  tbem  trewly  within  and  eke  without, 
And  hv^t  wyoe  wyth  vs  and  drynk  al  about.      9  95 
They  fet  and  witfli,  and  fed  them,  and  had  wherof 

plente;  [deynte. 

The  btugeyfe  waji  a  ftuffid  roan,  ther  lakkid  noon 
So  when  they  had  ydined  the  cloth  was  up  y  take, 
A  fihefe  ther  was  ybrooght  forth,  but  tlio  gan  forow«e 

to  wake.  999 

The  ches  was  all  of  ivory,  the  meyne  fresfh  and  new, 
I  puUfhid  tnd  ypikid  of  white,  afure,  and  bkw. 


tSS     TttB  KIRCBANT't  lECOKD  TA&t,  Mb 

B«ryn  beheld  the  cheker,  it  femed  putfyag  USati 
Sir,  qood  the  burgeyfc,  ye  (hul  fynd  hir  a  pajr 
That  woU  mate  yew  trewiy  in  Im  than  li^if  a  Bkykt 
Aod  WM  3!f eyd  of  Ibtike  Beryn  te  heglk»  1005 

Now  in  foth,  q«od  Berya,  it  myght  w«lhM|»  tmf^ 
And  n*er  I  mUxSt  My  ihippis  fe  els  I  wold  aft^. 
What  Bedfth  thaC)  qnod  the  bwgeyfe  i  tnwlkk  ti»el 

nat  glofc. 
They  l^eca  Bat  yit  yfetelid  »c  fiad  to  the  miil ; 
For  I  have  fent  thries  fith  ye  hithit  mtn  xoM 

Tq  wiic  appon  dbeir  govcraaoace ;  wheriar  let  Aik 
AadlfluOlbethefitftthaifiitUyawaieaft.     (jgnu^ 
The  meync  wer  yiet  up>  aad  goa  topley  faft, 
Berya  wan  the  firft,  the  fiKoad,  astd  dw  dkir^ 
And  at  foonih  game'  in  the  ebca  amyd  i«i| 

The  bargeyfe  was  ymatid ;  hot  that  Mt  hisn  wale ; 
And  all  was  doon  to  bryng  hym  ya^  at  ye  flial  har  fiuL 
Sir,  then,  feyd  Beryn,  ye  woot  well  how  it  is» 
Me  lift  no  more  to  pley,  for  yee  know  this^ 
Wher  is  noon  comparifoun,  of  what  thing  fo  it  be* 
Luil  and  liking  faUith  ther :  as  it  femeth  ma-     109C 
JVlf  tftytib  is  nat  eommendahiU  that  ay  it  by  oJOe; 
But  it  rebound  to  tbe  totbir;  whcrfor  tyme  is  to  ryde; 
And  as  many  thonkis  as  I  can  or  may 
Of  my  fport  and  chere,  and  alfo  of  year  pley.     ic%S 
Nay  iwis,  gentill  Beryn,  I  woot  yc  wol  nat  go, 
For  noritur  wol  it  nat  for  to  part  fo. 
And  eke  my  condicioune ;  but  I  ley  fomthing 
Jfs  DO  more  to  pley  then  who  fo  (hoke  a  ryng      1019 


hat  whnfo  bt  ym.ti.I  [."i.r-  i:  :  - 

i>  do  tht  todir-  hi.M  n.;.  -.:. :  ■.  :. 

ry,ikillthc»i.t!rth.rfir,:..:..-- 

.nnl«:li.i.lih;ith.c.u-!p   i    - 

nJi;»lin!»a(rtn">.*.rJ!r.   r  :  -  ■ 

!cii  thit  [ioJe  hitif-.^!.-..!:  . -•!  - 

'ift-r.^Iith«BM«ll;-/<;r...T. 

jnfiel.iiTiiejfiwi-tiittc::-;  yr 

1  all  the  »yde  mardii..  f.r  ir.«.y  i 

.n  that  ne  wjil  firryn  (  f.  t.  •  :i;;  -- 

t  Itt  thcB-.eyrc  ifii  ap^r,  i:.-:  v.; 

hen  tc  did  tof„n :  u-.d  1'.  1.^  r.--'.  t.- 

heburpejfttf.liavltnur-i-.r.z'.: 

,  wyth  an  hour  or  t:.-.  B.T-.--  >.-  h ; 

liii  -hat  i.piKin  the  l.i;>r),  i^i;  Il-f" 

I"!  ilbcit  f.i=  ir.yiirt  :r<i  y.yi  v.-i,  f. 

it  nidi  he  .lure  iii-  lor.urt  wUr,  t'. 

CpnniirtiUra;  butCr-d  h£:p  dbirn  wnl! 
il  now  ■  word  ofphilnlbphjlhatfal  lit  h  i:i 


€9^     T«B  MBmcmA1IT*i  flfeC«il»  TAii 

I 

^gfat  ib  be  Berjii  I  may  irtle  kf  tkm 

LMf  te  left  liit  narcfaaundife,  and  g 
fiorjB  ftndicd  ul  the  chet,  alilftottghttiio 
The  bvtgeyfe  in  the  jaeoe  while  with  oi 

(kiUid 
To  fech  the  lisrgaiiiitis  in  the  town  tat  i 
80  when  they  com  were  thcf  wtlkidto 
UpiftiddowfcinthchaMtisflnwncethcyl 
And  yit  of  allthepiirpo(c,wk,aadiiifad, 
Of  the  oatrew  bvtgeyfe^  by  his  mefimg 
They  wcr  fnl  enfemiyd :  wherfor  with 
They  lay  await  fall  doggidly  Beiyn  to  ar 
Fordier*fo  ithey  wer  aftir  feot,  and  waa 
JLoxd !  how  flmldofely  lombamoiigwQli 
And  fcape  onyhannyd?  it  liath  baen  lei 
Ktpt  thy  cat  now,  Bcryn,for  thow  ait 
The  hall  was  fail  of  pepiil»  the  ferjauntii 
Beryn  kaft  upfaisfiede.andvf  asfol  ibre  an 
For  then  he  was  in  certen  the  bnrgeyfe 

trayde. 
Draw  on,  feyd  thehurgreyfe ;  Beryn ,  ye  h 
And  every  man  to  othk  the  covenaunt  ] 
The  burgeys,  whiis  that  Beryn  was  in  h 
The  next  draught  aftir  he  toke  a  rook  U 
Beryn  fwat  for  angir,  and  was  in  hevy  p 
And  drede  full  fore  in  hert ;  for  wele  ht 


I 


'TMt  miCB AST's  -flxeo VB  TALI,  ^V.        I^J 

To  da^FCf  b«tik  law  in^yiio  1>ctir  ftj,  1 134 

For  tbow  ftttk  iuiTc  no  wroojr,  as  £erforth.at  1  mey : 
CheletheWng|ifrafthclift,aii4whtliowBotkkigiiia 
Though  tftuMT  chde  the  wen  sad  kt  the  tek'be. 
Beryn  ilode  sftuB^,  aod  00  siervaill  wu^ 
And  preydthcibNRard  of  a  dcy  toanfwcre  to  thecafe ; 
For  I  might  Itghttich  in  fom  word  be  ycanght,  f  140 
And  efce  it  is  n^herd  to  chefeof  to  tte  hath  rigihe 
'Oanghts  [morowe 

Bat  and  it  war  yenr  likytng  to  gnuint  medajtyl  to 
I  wold  anfwor throQgh  Godd'iahelp.  Then  mnft  tiiow 

fjmdaborowe, 
Seyd  tlie  fievvatfd  to  Beryn»  andyit  it  itolgface. 
Now  bcrith  me,  qood  Haayhald,  I  preyaiitil  fpafe  s 
He  hath  5  lhif(ut  ondir  the  town,  lyiggyng  on  the 
The  wich  fcaca  iufidant  yfeiid  in  onv  hood,  [flrond. 
By  me  that  am  year  pro  vpft  to  execute  the  law.  [faw« 
He  mvft  aflent.  Qnod-Evander,  Let  us  onythere  hia 
I  gnmat  wele,  ^nod  Beryn,  fith  it  may  be  noon  othir. 
Then  Hanybald  arofe  hym  ap  to  fefe  both  (hip  and 
flrothir,'  115I 

Lnd  take  Berya  wytb  hym :  £0  talkyng  en  the  wey, 
^^^eryn,  quod  Hanybald,  I  fuyr  the  be  my  fey  • 
^^i!fr«t  thow  art  much  yfaooad'to  me  this  ilk  dey, 
^7  MthypleaBieadkhyme;aadakeoffQchawey 
^^  ^:'«i  avyfid  in  thy  caofe,  yf  thow  wok  do  by  rede, 
9it  lite  ornoight  faymy  comiaall  ought  the  to  drede. 
^  know  wele  to  morowe  the  dey  of  pic  is  fet 
-at  ye  mut  nedis  anfwere,  or  els  wy thout  U^t  v\  v^ 


^ 


luHyeldlhcinTeucfliippisiliuayi 
Su  hste  I  uDilirtake  i  bui  ihe  nierchi 
Is  tiJt  in  my  charge,  yc  kncwe  as  we 
Tiimakeih«'crfnolyvtry:ivhc('fM 
"WurthpEnddDirur  rcdcilct  Jl  yeu 
BevoiJitof  yeuT  (hippii,  and  at  hiell 
I  Ik ol  hue  it  every  dele  incuvrnaunt 
'lofemyiichoufchtreonynotorclhi 
Wher  je  fliiilHc  rf  .lii-ris  lundip,  1».| 
>ull  oi  Diarchiundiic,  iliii  through  t 
It  oa  fuch  in  preic,  i  may  n^hi  well 
Mu  »hi;D  ye  liaie  ill  ftyn,  and  1  have 
X-ft  (am  batgcn  be  ymade  bufntac  u 
Oraunt  mercy  !  Sir,  quod  Betyn.yeur 
Feyn  wold  1  do  [hcr'attir  yl  l  ond.rll 
I  niyght  wytlioui  blanie  af  breking  n 
Yis,  ijuod  Hinybald,  it  my  perell  ni« 
Su  to  Hanybald'^  buuie  togiiiir  hoch  i 
And  fond,  at  Manybald  hdd  yJeyd,  a 

long  add  brodc. 
Full  of  mircbiuiidife  ai  rich  ai  it  may 
l-2r;)iig  all  ihc  nii[chanll<  that  dncIJ 
'I  hui  ivbcQ  all  mas  Ibtn  idlhcy  drtuil 
Tc  Icijciyn't  JbippitinhaA  they  ^tm  I 
Andwhenlhat  Hinybaldwiimjlidi 

Diippii  here 
Hi-gau  Id  Tpcke,  in  lunwyfe  aTcaucc^ 


le  bargcyrvil  cr  i-: .  irA  icy-i  thu  i    2*.  — .t  . 

Vi'n'l,  'in  :•  i 

chiuZ'l'ilt ':-  i-.T  kT  '.  j'jr.%'.  ?.rym  >r  i«  n-.^it 

I  can  c   r- 1  j*  2 .  --.  r  ir.  :■» :-  -  - c-v  :r ..»     — », 

hor 


»   _«  • 


II**  I    '•'■•-«(       «.•*  •-       *&■*  ■••  A*»      *   S*     a**^*        >#« 

■  •  -  "       -  ■  ■ 

I        ••*•«••     *         ^*      •-  B-  m^    mm  «A*     •     &••     >wv«     > 

1  -  -  •        - 

i'l  l#«.    .1   -   ^  •    •  -     ...  -..  "C 

r\n  r./  ^l-.c  i:.'.':  c  ^:.'.  .\\.'?.  'x\'.\-.  r-.-^r  T"*"  • 
i.iitf  '..rv.  I  n-.'-t  rr.-!>  hen.  i  r  /» 

pi.:  hi' .-::«:%  i.c  rc  -r.:  •..  for  :.--  :ik^  : 
1:  n.  icl'  'iT':  "R-a-  r:':re  w.o  an'i  •\rr»I;.*, 
ic  tri',ulaji'.!.:.e.  f-.r  rlryirg  ar  rhri, 
ad:  every  -Iclr  h:-  lhin:c  ir..;  >.i-  .iur-^n  r  :•'  0 
1 10  p.yi.t  ar.J  how  It  iLctie,  he  toiii  how  .r 

he  axi !  ccunfti!!  whar  heft  was  in  -h**  *":.f«-, 
7tr  wirh  the  hur^dvfr?  r.r  cIs  tor  ro  •.»  •/'• ' 
I  Tev-i  hi-  -tvifi :  hut  1'.  rh  it  f hev  <it<i  » •  ••• 
lonj/  a  talc  fi  r  ro  -cIl  it  hr  rr :  . .  •'  ' 

!y,  at  cn.i,  rr..:v  i''  r  ;!••  n  in  >  r-r 

chauriv'c  f.'.'/n'.  :•  n«'..  :•  r  1-  -Y*-  •  %' 

iitclertlvfjiih-/'.  '.'.   i(..;a-.."   ■  • 
kll 
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1  ho  next  wey  that  they  couth  to  Hanybald'iiplifcl 
Isuc  now  (hull  yc  here  the  mofl  fotill  fallacft      li>c| 
'i  hat  e  vir  maniwn-ought  till  othir,  andhighefttreckij  I 
Wich  Hanyb»ld  had  wrought  liymfttif  to  thUfiV'l 
paoy.  I 

Go  in,  quod  Hanybald,  and  chcfe^  as  thy  coveonfltft  I 
In  goon  thefe  Romcyn*  cch  oon,  and  fond  amyi;    I 
For  there  was  nothing  that  eny  man  might  fe   isi)  I 
Saffthc  wall  and  tyle  ilony  s,  and  tyinbir  made  of  ttt|  I 
ror  Hanybaidhadduvoiditof  all  thing  that  was  tbdc;  I 
WhiN  he  was  at  the  ihippis  his  men  away  it  bere.     I 
When  lie  ryii  law  the  houfe  ler  that  ful  was  ther'toCoit  I 
Otfichc  marchaundii'e,  alas!  thought  he,  I  amloKt  I 
1  am  in  this  world;  and  wictith  welLhis  hcrt      lilt 
Was  nat  al  in  likeing ;  and  outward  gan  he  ftert 
l.ikc  half  a  wodeman,  and  bete  both  his  Uppis, 
And  gan  to  haft  fail  towards  his  own  fhippis, 
I'o  kepc  his  good  within  wyth  al  that  evir  he  mygbr. 
'i  hat  it  were  nat  difchargit,  as  hym  thought  verrt^ 
Hut  al  for  naught  was  his  haft,  for  30c  men,   [right. 
Af.  idft  as  they  myght,  they  bare  the  good  then,  [tofoit 
Through  ordenauncc  ot  Hannybald,  that  pryvchch 
I  lad  purpoiid  and  ycaft  Ihuld  be  out  yborc.        1 2  jO 
licryn  made  jfwyff  pafc ;  ther  myght  no  man  hym  let ; 
liut  I  lanybald  was  w;u:c  inouah,  and  with  Bcryn  met : 
All  tor  nought :  Bcryn,  thou  knowift  well  and  iyr.c 
i'hc  fliippi*  ben  arciftid,  and  tht  good  is  niyne.  1 2.;4 
W'liac  woldeft  thow  do  thcr  ?  thow  hall  ther  iiowjiht 
I  v.  ol h'jld  thy  covcuaunt  and  i.how niync  alio,  [to  do; 


TBI  merchant's  second  tale,  l^c,    1^7 

For  yit  faw  I  ncvir  man  that  was  of  thy  maoere ; 
Somctyme  thou  wolt  avaunte,  and  fome  tyme  arere : 
Now  thow  wolt,  and  now  thow  n*olt.  Wher  ihal  men 

the  fynd  ? 
Now  fey  oon,  and  (ith  anothir.  So  variant  of  mynd 
Saw  I  ncvn*  tofore  this  dey  man  fo  variabilL  1241 
Sith  I  the  fynd  in  fuch  plyte,  our  bargen  fortodabill, 
We  woU  tofore  the  fteward,  ther  wcboth  {hull  have 
Nay  .forfoth,  quod  Beryn.  Yistreulich  the  tite,  [right. 
Quod  Hanybald,  wher  thou  wolt  or  no;  and  fo  1  the 

charge  1245 

Asprovofl :  knowthatyf  melift  my  warantisfohrge, 
And  thow  make  any  diffence,  to  bynym  thy  lyffc. 
Take  thyn  hoes;  it  gaynyth  nat  for  to  make ftryfTe. 
So  wych  forowfull  hert  Beryn  toke  his  hors,      1 249 
And  fofdy  fcyd  to  his  men,  Of  me, quod  he,nofors. 
But  wend  to  yeur  (hippis ;  I  wol  com  when  I  may  ; 
Ye  feth  well  evcrichone  I  may  no  bet  awey. 
Now  here  by  this  fame  Tale  both  fre  and  bond 
Mow  fclc  in  their  wittis  ;  and  eke  ondirilonde 
That  Litill  vailitb  xc^dom  or  eh  gcvernau/tce  1 2,<  5 

7ber  Fortune  evir  nvcrritb,  and  eke  Hap  and  Cbauitcc : 
Or  wbat  availetb  bounte^  be^ie^  or  ricbesy 
Frendjbipy  orfotUte^  «r  eh  bar  dines, 
Geldy  good,  or  catell,  tvjt,  cr  by  hnage, 
Lond,  or  Isrdhfervice,  or  eh higb peerage ?  llCo 

IVbat  may  all  ills  avjyle  tber  Fortune  is  a  /oq  ? 
/  Tw/  ri^hf  /tfilly  or  nevir  a  JeU  :  full  o/t  it  fallilU  Jm. 


xpS    Tirt  mikcbant'i  sicoho  takb.  If  a 

So,  ihortlj  to  pM  0¥ir,  they  fill  to  fnch  to  diA 
That;Ber7n  fliald  hcve  day  agoyii  b  niotowe,  apdfr  M 
He  fet  hym  ivfiil  porpofe  ta^is  ik^i  wW ;  [wflM 
But  yit  or  he  cam  ther  he  fond  the  paflagri  hard  ; 
FdrhofwhewMbegiledthitNigfamtalltheMiMM  ' 
Ther  and  ther  a  conpili  gan  toffkeke  aod  to  vMdtr' 
Aad  every  maQ  hie  pnrpofe  was  to  ha^epfettt   bit 

With  fidfliet,aiid  with  fotilteet;they i«tB«i<ii 

Beryn  rods  forth  in  his  w^»  kit  page  ran  fcfyivhfi ' 
Full  fore  adrodiahert,  and  caftaboBt  fab  cyii  -il^fk 
Up  and  down,  even  longtheftrete,  and  ferangh  fact. 
And  er  he  had  riden  a  ftonei*!  oft  a  Uylid  Inafe  «ifr 

him  met, 
Andfpakno  word^hntfefid  hy»i&fttiy  tiitflq^ 
And  cried  oat  and  harowe«  and  nefthym  gan tnii^ 
All  for  nought,  qnod  this  Uyiid ;  what !  wenyft  dMflr 

fbrtoikape?  [^j^ 

Beryn  had  thought  to  prik  forth,  and  thoaghl  it  IhA 
The  blynd  man  call  awey  hii  fbff^  and  fee  on  bod 

hishonditt  pimfti 

Kay,  thow  ihalt  nat  void,  ^od  he,  for  all  tlky  ridi 
Tyll  I  of  the  have  refon,  lawe,  and  eke  rights,  itSt 
For  trewlich  I  may  wit  it  the  that  I  have  loft  my  fi^. 
80  for  ought  that  Beryn  coud  othir  fpeke  or  prey 
He  myght  in  no  wyfe  pas;  ful  fore  he  gan  to  may, 
And  namelich  for  the  pepill  throng  hym  fo  aboot, 
Andeche  man  gan  hym  hond,and  feyd.  Without  doott 
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Te  muft  nedis  ftond,  ind  reft»  and  bide  the  hwe, 
Be  ye  nevir  fo  grete  a  mao.  So  wold  [  wondir  fawe» 
Qii«m1  Beryn,  yf  yee  had  caufe,  but  I  know  noon. 
Ko,  thoiw  flialt  know  or  thow  go  thow  haft  nat  al 

ydoon,  1290 

The  blyod  man feydto  Beryn.  Teil  on  then,  quod  he. 
Here  is  no  place  to  plete,  the  blynd  man  feyd  age, 
Alfo  we  have  no  juge  here  of  autorite ; 
Bnt  Evandir  the  fteward  (hall  deme  both  the  and  tne. 
When  I  my  talo  have  told,  and  thow  haft  made  an- 

fwere,  1295 

By  thlt  tyme  men  flkull  know  how  thow  canft  the 
Now,  foveren  God  1 1  thank  the  of  this  ilk  day ;  [clere. 
Then  I  may  preve  the,  be  my  lyve,  of  word  and  eke 

of  fay 
Fala,  andeke  untrewe  of  covenaunt  thow  haft  ymakid. 
Bnt  Htili  i*  thy  charge  now  though  that  I  go  nakid 
That  fometyme  wer  partinere  ,an  d  rekenydft  nevir  yit ; 
But  thou  (halt  here  or  we  depart  thereof  a  litill  witt. 
For,  aftircomyn  feyng,  Evir  atte  ende  1303 

The  trowith  woll  be  previd  how  fo  men  evir  trend. 
Thus  they  talkid  to  eche  othir  tyl  they  com  into  the 
And  wer  yentrid  in  the  hall  cherthe  fteward  was.[plafe» 
The  blynd  man  firft  gan  to  fpake :  Sir  Steward,  for 

Godd'is  fake 
Herith  me  a  litill  while,  for  her  I  have  ytake 
lie  that  hath  do  me  wrong  moft  of  man  of  mold ; 
Be  my  help,  as  law  woilj  for  hym  that  Judas  fold,  ijie 


Ye  know  wele  thit  oft  tyme  I  hate  to  yew  jplejva& 
How  I  WIS  bctrsyed,  and  how  I  wa»  ypeyftid* 
And  how  a  man  fome  tyme  and  I  our  jncn  dM-cfaatagCf 
This  is  the  (aine  p^lbne,  though  that  he  SMike  k 

ftraunge :  -        1314 

I  toke  them  hym  bab'for  a  tytne«  and  wesyd  tr^vlf ' 
Myne  to  have  yhad  aj^yn ;  and  lb  both  he  mui  I  '  * 
Were  enforid  uttirlich,  and  was  our  heth  wvH  t--  ^  - 
But  for  myne  the  betcir  were  wToiigfiiHich  nad'St ' 
He  hath  them  kept  hidirto,  wyth  teitch  Ibrdwt  Md 

pyne  IJ19 

To  me«  as  ye  welekAowith;  becaniiB  iih«iiftB*tai)Wi 
I  may  nat  fc  with  hit ;  lArher'for  tne ii fal  wop  ;•.-.:: 
Aod  evinnore  ye  feyd  that  ye  myKht  npihia^  diiu '. ' 
Without  prefence  of  the  man  chat  WM«|)it  me  thk 

lioiquert:  .   »        ,; 

Now  fith  he  is  tofbre  you  now  let  hym  natsftert  |  " 
For  many  tyme  and  oft  yee  behete  me  1 311 

And  he  myght  be  take  he  (huld  do  me  gee. 
Sith  ye  of  hym  be  fefid,  howevir  fo  yee  uvCy  -  - 
Let  hym  nevir  pas  tyl  i  myo  yen  have. 
£eryn,quod  £vandir,  heriil  thow  natthy  felve 
How  fotiily  he  pletith,  and  warcbyechc  halve?  tJJ* 
Beryn  flode  all  muct,  and  do  word  he  fpake ; 
And  that  was  the  hisgrace ;  ful  fone  he  had  be  take 
And  he  had  inyifeyd  onys,  or  els  yfeyd  nay  { 
For  then  he  had  been  negatyif,  and  undo  for  ay ; 
For  they  were  grere  Seviliouns,  and  ufid  probat  law. 
Where  cvirmore  a£utn\?il^^  C^ivA'i^itc.Nc  his  own  faw : 
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Vlier^lbr  they  wer  fo  qnereloufe  of  all  myght  com  in 
myad,  [woM  fynd 

Though  it  wer  nevir  in  (kde  ydo;  fuch  matere  they 
To  benym  a  man  his  good  through  fom  manir  gile; 
For  tho  b]3rad  man  wift  right  wele  he  fliuld  have  loft 
his  whyle  1340 

Tomakehifpleynton  Beryn,  andfuydopponhisgood. 
For  fhippis  and  dke  nuuxhanndife  in  a  balaunce  (lode ; 
Ther'Sor  he  made  his  chalenge  his  yen  for  to  have* 
Or  eh  kt  fhold  for  them  fjrne  yf  he  wold  them  have* 
And  ligg  Sorthem  in  boftage  tyll  the  fjrnaunce  cam : 
This  wa«  all  the  fotilte  of  the  biynd  man.  1346 

Beryn  ftode  all  muet,  and  no  word  he  fpak. 
Beryn,  quod  Evander,  left  thow  be  ytake 
In  defaoteof  anfwere  thou  myghtift  becondsmpnyd. 
Be  right  wde  ayyfid,  fith  thou  art  examenyd.    135O 
Sir,  feyd  Beryn,  it  wold  Utill  availe 
To  anfwene  thus  akion  without  good  counfaill; 
AttdsLlfo  fjprtbermore,  foU  litill  I  (huld  be  levid, 
Whfttetir  1  atlwerd,  thus  fionydand  reprevid ; 
And.ekemy  wit doith faille;  and  no  wondir  is;  J355 
Whcr'for  I  wold  prey  yeW,  of  ydwr  gentilnes. 
To  graunt  me  dsy  tyll  to  morowe  I  might  be  avyild 
To  aaCwcre  forth,  wythothir  that  on  me  been  furmy» 
Dcperdeqi.1  qaodthefteward,  I  graunt wclicbefo.[ikL 
Beryn  toko  his  leve,  and  hopid  CO  pas  and  go  :    1360 
But  as  fone  as  Beryn  was  on  his  hors  ryding 
lie  met  a  woman  and  a  child  w^'tb  I^dcberecomyng) 


ftOft        Tll'ft  MtftCHANT*!  SECdNO  TAUBytfl^ 

That  tokehym  by  the  reyh,  and  held  hy m  wondirCiS/ 
And  feid;  Sir,  voidith  nat  yit,  ▼ailithnat  to  hafte; 
Ye mnw4a<no v^yliefcipe ;  ye muftnedift abjniei- 
Forthonghyc  lift  to  know  me  oat,  yit  lien  by  yM^fidi 
I  haTc  fnl  inaay  a  tyme,  I  can  nat  tell  yew  lome.  • 
Come  tofcre  tlieileward,  ther  (hall  yehereyenrdome 
Of  thihg^that  I  (haD  pot  ooyew,  andno  wovdCiraly: 
To  leve  me  thus  alnon  hit  year  riliany.     .       1370 
AHm  the  day -andtyxne  that  evir  Iwaa  yenr  nn&rl 
Much  have  I  enduridf  thin  ttKvydrtB-f^'yeiir  tikii  l 
But  noW'ic  fliall  be  know  wbo  11  in  the  wnftpffc  t ;. /. 
Beryn  was  attabaihidt  the  pepiU  fi»  thik  tbraogv  \ 
About  him  ill eehb  fide :  for  onght  tbak  hexoiitb peyi 
He  muft  totbe:fleward  of  fyite  Ibrr  mgiiyB;        T}?! 
Nowflratt'yeba^  howibtillicfa  thnwctaaligaB  kh  tall 
In  pcefeoceoftfae  fieward.  With  colour  wamn^fnde 
Pctoufly  ihe  gan  to  tell ;  and  feid;Sir,  to  yew^:  ' 
Full  oft.  I  havecompleynyd  in  what  maaere  ami  how 
My  child'is  fadir  left  me,  by  myfelfalooBt'  "^    1381 
Wychoot  helpor  comforte,  -aa  grete  m  1  inygltt  Koofl 
Wyth  my  ton  here.and  his,  that  ihameit  irtoteti 
The  penury  that  I  have  yhad,  that  afors  fell 
1  mud  nedis  myne  aray,  wher  me  lift  or  lothe,  13S5 
Or  els  I  mud  have  beggic  for  to  fynd  ua  both ; 
For  there  was  nevir  woman  I  leve,  a9  1  ges. 
For  lak  of  hede  of  ly  velode  that  ly  vid  in  more  diftret 
Then  I  my  fcif  for  oft  tyme  for  lak  of  mete  and  drinkj 
And  yit  1  trow  no  creature  wasfeyuer  for  to  fwinkA- 
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My  lyff  to  fuftene :  but  as  I  mut  nede  '3yl 

Above  all  othir  thingis  to  his  child  take  hcde, 
lliat  wondir  it  and  mervaile  that  I  am  alyve ; 
Tor  the  fokyng  of  his  right  as  it  were  a  knyve 
k  ran  into  my  hert ;  fo  low  I  was  of  mode         I  .^95 
That  well  f  woot  in  certen  with  percell  of  my  blode 
His  child  1  have  ynoriihid ;  and  that  is  by  me  feen ; 
Tor  my  rede  colour  is  turnid  into  grene  : 
And  he  that  cauCe  is  of  all  here  he  ftondith  by  me; 
To  pay  for  thefofteryng  methijikith  it  is  tyitie.  j  400 
And  iith  he  is  my  hoibond .  and  hath  on  me  no  rowith. 
Let  hym  make  amendis  in  favin^  nf  his  trowith. 
And  yf  he  to  any  word  onys  can  fay  nay 
I.o !  here  my  gage,  al  redy  to  preve  all  that  I  fey. 
The  (lewai'de  toke  the  gage,  and  fpak  infoft  wyfe ; 
Of  this  petoofe  compieynt  a  mann'ys  hert  may  grife, 
]\ir  I  knuw  in  pcrccl!  Iiir  talc  is  iiat  all  lefe,       14:  j 
Fur  many  a  time  and  oft  this  woman  that  here  is 
Hath  ybe  tofore  me,  and  pleynid  of  hir  grcffe, 
lint  wythout  a  party  hir  caiife  myeht  nat  prefie.  1 4 10 
Kow  thou  art  here  prefent  that  (he  plcnyth  on 
Make  thy  defence  now,,Beryn,  as  wele  a%  thow  con. 
Deryn  ilode  all  nuict,  and  no  word  he  fpak. 
Bcryn.  qund  the  fleward,  dolil  thow  klepc  or  wakcf 
Sey  onys  oon  or  othir  :  is  it  loth  or  nay  1415 

As  Hic  hath  declarid  I  tell  on  faunce  delay. 
J.onl  God  !  quod  Beryn,  what  (huld  it  mc  availe 
Among  fo  many  wife^  without  t  ight  good  counijill. 
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To  teli  eny  tale  ?  iiiU  litU  as  T  g«i  r 

Whtr'for  I  wold  prov  you  of  yonr  genlilof i       1490 

Craunl  Die  Jay  lyl  u  morowe  tu  aofwct  fanh  wiih 

Igraitntwele.quodthcllewird,  butForfadir  andina- 
Thow  getift  noltngermnc  plcynly  1  ihc  till.  [&, 
Bcryu  tukohis  lew;  hia  hen  gan  tofwell  1414 

For  purr  virrey  ingnyslh;  and  nomcrviill  wu; 
And  wboiichuthitn'old  andhc  merin  Aichcafti 
far  albiitrifl  sntl  hope  in  cny  woclrllich  tiling  [kynCI 
■WiBcleen  (ram  hynipiDiii,  &«  forowe  and  in jDf- 
Foi  body,  good,  and  calpll.ojidlyff,  he  fecal aongEiC, 
Son-aahishercywoDodil  fot  angirandfor  thcn^hc 
Btryn  piffydfofily,  aod  tohishongan  g-o;  1431 
Andwhea  he  wv  without  the  gatii  be  lokid  caaiidfro, 
Aodcaud  noon  othircountenaunce;  but  to  hiipage 

bcfeyd, 
Freeioufe  God  in  htTcn  !  how  filDyaml  betrafd! 
I  trow  no  man  alfve  flont  in  weis  pliRhl,  H3J 

And  al!  ia Ibr my fynne,  and  formyj'ong'deltte  ; 
And  prytKipally  above  all  chyng  for  grete  unkjradno 
T^at  1  did  to  my  niodii ;  for  lictU  hede  iwii 
I  toke  of  hir,  this  know  !  we  It,  whils  (be  wh  a}yve, 
Therfnr  al  this  turmtnt  iifcnt  to  me  b>  ryve ;    1440 
For  ther  was  nevic  woman  kynder  to  hir  child 
Then  Ibe  nai;  and  thcr  aj;eynf  neviithinglowyU 
Ne  fo  evil  rhewid  a«  I  was  my  felf, 
Thcr'for  futowc  andbipjiienviroD  me  by  echclKlTe, 
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That  I  ii*ote  wht(ier  ryde  nethk  up  ne  down,    1445 
Ther  been  fo  many  devillis  dweliyng  in  this  town. 
And  fo  ful  of  gile  and  trechery  alfo, 
That  well  i  woot  in  certeyn  they  woll  nie  ondo. 
Now  wold  to  Ood  in  hevyn  what  is  my  beft  rede! 
He  toke  his  hors  to  his  page,  and  thus  to  hym  he  fayd, 
L,cd£  my  hors  to  ihipward,  and  take  it  to  fome  man. 
And  I  woll  go  on  foot  as  {uryvely  as  1  can,  I4i  ^ 

And  aflay  yf  I  may  in  eny  manere  wife 
Efcape  unarrefted  more  in  fuch  manner  wife. 
The  child  toke  his  maiftir's  hors,  and  laft  hym  there 
Walking  forth  on  foot,  making  oft  his  moon ;  [aloon, 
And  in  his  moft  mufing,  I  can  nat  fey  how  lomc, 
He  woslhid  nakidashewas  bore^hehadbeioRoom. 
And  no  mervaill  was  it  as  the  cafe  ftodc, 
For  he  dradmore  to  lefehis  eyen  than  he  did  his  (hip- 
pis  or  his  good.  1460 
Now  yee  that  liftith  to  dwell  and  here  of  aventure. 
How  petoufly  Dame  Fortune,  Beryn  to  inure, 
Tumyth  btr  whelc  about  in  the  wers  fide ;       [ride. 
With  hap  of  forowe  and  anguysfh  ihe  gynyth  for  to 
Beryn  paffid  toward  the  ftrond  ther  his  ihippis  were. 
But  yee  mow  ondirftond  hi!>  hert  was  ful  of  fere }  14  66 
Yet  nethirles  he  (at  hym  down  foftly  on  a  ftall, 
Semy'ryfe  for  forowe,  and  lenyd  to  the  wall 
For  turment  that  he  had,  fo  wery  he  was  and  fcynt. 
And  to  God  above  thus  he  made  his  pleynt :     1470 


GluriousOadinhevco!  thatalthiDjtmadiftofiioiiglrt^ 
Why  Aiffi»ltlthow  thefe  curfid  men  to  Stray  me  kt 

nought,  .147* 

And  ^nowelV  well  myn  innoceutf  thatl  have  nogik 
Of  al  that  they  porfu  me  or  on  me  it  ptlt  f 
And  in  the  meen  whU^  that  Beryn  thna  ftaa  pkfH  • 
A  cachepoUflode  bcfidin,  his  name  waa  M«cfai%it» 
And  her  J  a{l  the  words*;  and  knew  alio  tofiore    . . 
How  Beryn  was  tnrmeoted  botk  with  laa  and  moiei 
It  was  yfprong  through  the  town;  ib  waa  he  full  ai- 

feiifid  .  I47f 

How  he  hym  would  engine  aa  M  had  prop^infid* 
And  had  aratd  hym  IbtiUich  aa  mao  of-  cooteni^ 

ctoime. 
In  a  mantell  wyth  the  lift,,  with  fall  diffimaUcioQMi 
And  a  fla£F in  ha  honde,  a»  thoughe  he  febiJl  wefe» 
And  drow  hym  toward  Beryii,  andfeid  in  this  ma- 

nere:  1484 

The  hig^  God  of  heven,  that  al  thing  made  of  nonghti 
lilee  yew,  gentil  Sir,  for  many  an  hevy-thonght 
Me  thuikith  that  ye  have,  and  no  woodir  it : 
Kilt,  good  Sir,  difniay  yew  nat,  but  Icvith  ycwrhcfi- 
And  y f  ye  lift  to  tell  mc  fom what  ef  ycur  diflres  [nes, 
I  hopt;  to  God  Ahniglty  in  party  it  redres  1490 

'I'hroujijh  my  jx>rc  counfaili,  and  fo  i  have  many  oon, 
lor  I  have  pete  on  yew  be  God  and  by  Seint  Jon : 
And  eke  pryvy  he  vines  doith  eche  man  apeir 
.'•'/Jcniy  or  he  be  ware,  and  fall  in  difpcir ;         J494 


And  who  be  in  that  pbge  that  man  iBiucurabiil, 
Fot  confcqueni  comyth  aftir  fckenc)  abominabill; 
And  ther'for,  Sir.diflteTerith  yewe,  and  be  norhin^ 
adrad.  1^97 

Gra»ntinrrcy!3ir,quod  Eery  n.ycfemtttew  and  fail; 
ButolhinglyUhinmynhtn.ln'otetuwhomtotruIl, 
For  thn  Ihat  dyned  me  to  dey  ordeyncd  me  to  ardi. 
A  Sir!  beyewlhatman.'uf  yew  I  hiveyhcrd.  ijcl 
Ccutill  Sir,  doutiihnat.  ne  be  nothing  aferd 
Of  me,  for  I  Oiall  coonfeil  ye*  ai  well  a.  1  can. 
Fur  triwiich  in  ihe  cele  dwclliih  many  ■  fall  man, 
Andulyn  litileUbutfalfhodc.wrojig, andwylc  > .'  5 
Andhowiheymightflraungerswithirtch.ry  h  j^iie: 
Buiydhuldorightwirdyfomcwhatbemycoanrail. 
S[ii;ke  with  the  tlenrard;  that  may  you  moftaiaill; 
For  thcr  ii  a  romyn  byword,  yf  ye  it  herd  havilJi, 
IVJ^flkb  bt  bil  fiiy  llat  iht  juiuiulfjiiilb.  1J(0 

The  [Icwardit  acovetoufc  mao.lbat  longhat'n  diGrid 
A  knyff  1  have  in  keping,  tvhr.rwiih  bishert  I  wirid; 
Shall  be  yew  10  help,  in  covenaunte  that  yee 
Shall  give  me  live  mark  yeur  trcu  frend  to  be.  i  j  [4 
The  knyff  is  feir,  I  Itll  yew ;  yit  nevir  toforeihis  d=y 
Myeht  the  fteward  ha«  ii  for  aught  he  coud  prey. 
The  with  yc  fliuld  gyve  hym,  the  bctir  for  to  Ipcife, 
And  behothe  hym  K  I,  to  help  y*»  in  yeurnciti-; 
A.id  yf  he  graantith,  truUith  vit'.t  ye  Itoud  in  {  ood 

plight; 
For  bi-tii  i.  thto  Icfe  all  iht  las  tie  more  qnvt.    I_i30 
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Ulen 
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funebrvfi'n.TrjdirlKrewhcr.hcD(cuniTtp:lt 
ferch  wiic  tl^it  fEloD.  thti  yc  &d1  hym  find; 
ow  lh(  kiiyJT  wele  inoiigh,  ic  i)  net  out  cf  my 

eoteltrr dwdliih in  this lonn  that  n!Jcicihtlan:o 
[fortoprcTcthitfowiihhtCiaUbchert'aiblyvt. 
«i  fwiifnr  aneir,  hishttl  wu  full  of  fere ;  iifit 
:i>ke  ihe  ki'rfftu  ihe  Hcwai-dor  be  r.  is-hi.1  u  II.-. 

Ilewird  onto  litryn.  My  fnnJ.  lol  quod  r.c, 
l.lhow  thiiik  the  vidl  dto'ut  tliii  iifouli'  pitc  ; 
1  know  r.rwn  (pthir  hui  thaw  matt  cr  thow  gci 
1  iht  b.idy  of  M<.l:n  aiidhi*  ([nod  sllb.  1 .  70 

(  be  »cllavyCd.^-tyn  lo  muniwc  day,    [lofiy. 
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without  the  fal;:,  he  lokidojironiheiilafc, 

d  it  Wi'i'i'-rViiti-rly  in  a  fcTYfiit  ir 


For  I  trowe  thatminef  Ijve  wts  nevir  wonbctniyM 
Then  lam;  andtherwhhaUmybcrtitcketidifitaayid, 
For  here  I  [uvt e  no  frendflup,  but  atti;aU  oouifiMleii 
Aud  they  been  f^aflier  then  Jii<lw»  mid  dwaKrcykt 
A,  LordOodiflbevynlthatmybeitiiWoo;    ijtl 
And  yit  fuyrly  1  menrel  ntt  though  that  it  beftt 
Fur  yit  io  all  my  \fn  fithe  I  ought  indirilodB 
Hai  I  nevirwyifbrtokrogeod:     . 
Foiy.  1  hauntid  it  CTir,  thqr  myght  a»  laafc  !■■  kr, 
Aud  now  he  hath  ypaid  SMt  he  ttdacB  ont  of  i^ 
ddtt;  1^ 

For  whiki  had  tyme  wyfifon  I  my|^  havelimfiC 
But  I  drow  me  tololy  and  wdd  aa£  be  gniai  mtt\ 
But  had  al  mync  own  wyll,  attdof  aottiaa  Afni^ 
For  I  was  nevir  chaiUfid ;  bat  now  my— ownygd 
Betith  me  to  fore ;  the  firokb  beeA  to  hard  ;      15911' 
For  thefe  dofUHt  of  thii  town  takith  bat  lita  vewald 
Toicleemybodytohavemygood.  Thedaybletto 

morowe;  [ftcowt* 

Now  wold  to  God  I  wer  in  giute»  for  it  wcr  endif 
I  was  iwis  to  much  a  folft;  for  hate  I  had  to  Raim 
I  wold  forfake  myn  heritage,  therefor  forowe  and 
Is  oppon  me  fall,  and  right  wele  defervid,       [fluune 
For  I  toke  none  maner  hede  when  my  modir  fterYid, 
And  difobeyid  my  fadir,  and  fet  hym  at  naught alfo; 
\^'hat  wondir  is  it  than  though  that  I  have  woo  ? 
Fortune  and  eke  Wifdom  have  werrid  with  me  avir. 
And  I  with  them,  in  all  my  lyf,  for  Fortane  was  me 

ievir  idea 


£COND  TALI,  \Sl.      311 

Then  eay  nit  or  gDvernaunce,  for  them  coo  I  did  hue ; 
And  thoogb  I  wold  be  at  odd  now  it  ii  to  late 

0  mygbtfall  GodinhcTCD!  whcr  waienrDian 
That  nrougfat  hymfelf  more  fidy  than  I  my  felf  did 

lb*)].'  ibo6 

A  curfid  be  the lyme that  loutof  Rome  went! 
That  waiBij  fadir'iright  heir  of  lyfclode  and  of  rent. 
And  al  the  riall  loidlhip  that  he  hach  ip  (he  town. 
Had  1  had  wh  and  gncc,  and  hold  melowand  boun, 
It  wer  my  kyod  dow  among  my  baronage         1 61 1 
To  hxak  and  to  hunt,  and  eke  to  pley  and  rage 
With  feir  freflic  ladies,  and  danoce  when  me  lilt  1 
But  now  11  i)  to  laic  to  fpeke  of  Had  I  wift. 
But  1  fare  like  the  man  that  for  to  fwcle  hii  flyei 
Me  lleit  into  the  bero,  and  aftir  ilrc  he  hies,       I&16 
And  goith  about  thi  wallis  with  a  brenuyng  wafc, 
Tyll  it  wn  at  tail  that  the  leem  and  bltfe 
Entf  id  into  the  chynya  where  the  wheate  wai, 
And  kifild  lalbe  evefc  that  btcni  wis  all  the  plafc ; 
But  fiift  in  the  bcgynnyng,  tyll  feer  fmclc  in  the 

He  toke  no  maoere  kcpe,  and  thought  df  nothing  afiit 
What  pcrell  there  m^ht  &I1 1  ne  mure  did  I  ywiK, 
That  wold  forfake  myn  hoDoor  for  the  unkyndnas 
Of  Rame,  that  was  my  ilepmodir ;  for  yf  I  ihall  na(  ly 
They  hcth  foore  ;  whcrforihe  more  wifely       1616 

1  fhutd  have  wrought,  had  1  had  nit,  and  lufTrid  for 

-jVnd  aftir  com  to  purpofe  wd  inowghc  of  mvnc\ 


aT4     THE  IIB&CBAWT*!  St'cOMO  ' 

And  be  no  more  enpledit,  bot  pat  fi 
Good  Sir,  quod  Bcryn,  doich  me  so 
And  fnffir  me  to  pot,  and  have  on  a 
And  I  fvyr  yew  feirhfully,  have  ha 
To  morowe  when  i  have  piedit,  and 
Of  ihip  or  marcbauttdife,  afore  the  i 
I  well  ihew  jew  all  ifere,  and  opy n 
And  put  it  in  yewr  grace  to  do  whi 
And  in  the  meen  while  that  Beryn 
The  crypill  nyghidhym  nerc  and  ne 

by  the  lap; 
And  as  fone  as  Beryn  knew  that  he 
He  Qnlacyd  his  mantell  for  drede  of 
And  pry veUth  ovir  his  ihuldris  let } 
And  had  levir  left  his  mantell  then 
The eripiil aUperceyvid*  and  bent  1 
Ofhisnethirfurcoce  Ala»!nowBM 
Thought  Beryn  by  bymfelf,  now  1 
There  helpith  naught  fate  firengit 

fcleve  to  rent 
Beryn  gan ;  to  fcappe  he  fparid  for  i 
Alas !  thought  this  cripill,  this  man 
And  be  ondo  for  evir,  but  he  counfe 
IwiR  thoughe  he  be  Icwde  my  contn 
Yit  will  i  my  befines  do  and  peyn  tl 
Sith  he  is  of  Room,  for  that  is  my  c 
•This  cripill  waR  an  hundrit  yere  full 
With  a  long  thik  herd,  and  a  trew  \ 


THE  UBRCHANT*S  SECOND  TALE,  \£fe,      21$ 

He  had ;  and  manly  and  July  was  he, 
i\.nd  Geffrey  was  his  name  ykoow  in  that  contre. 
Ala4 !  thought  this  Ge£frcy,  this  man  hath  gretedrede 
Of  me,  that  by  my  power  wold  help  hym  in  his  n'.>de : 
I  wis  though  he  be  nyce,  untaught  and  unwifc,  1 7 1 1 
]  vr.oU  nat  for  his  foly  leve  myne  enpryfe ; 
Jind  lept  afcir  Beryn,  and  that  in  right  good  fpcde. 
Bcryn  wasfo  fore  agail  he  toke  no  maner  hcde 
To  look  ooys  bakward  tyll  he  to  the  watir  cam, 
Then  lokid  he  behynd  and  faw  Sir  Clekam        1 7 1 6 
Cummaund  wondir  fafl  with  ftalTand  with  his  (lilt. 
Alias!  thought  Oeryn,  I  now  am  yfpilt, 
For  1  may  no  ferthir  without  I  wold  me  droune, 
1  D^ote  wich  were  the  betir,  or  go  ageyn  to  touiie. 
Geffrey  was  fo  nigh  com  that  Beryn  niyght  nat  flc : 
Oood  Sir,  quod  this  Geffrey,  why  do  yee  void  me  ? 
For  by  heven  queue,  that  bare  Grid  in  hir  barme. 
But  right  as  to  my  felf  I  woll  yew  no  more  harme. 
Sittlth  down  here  by  me  oppon  thi.i  fee  ftronde, 
An(i  yf  yedrcde  any  thing  clepe  yewr  men  to  londe. 
Anil  let  them  be  here  wich  us  all  our  fpcche  tynie, 
For  \  vvoll  nut  feyn  oon  word,  as  makers  doon  to rynie, 
£ut  counfell  yew  as  prudently  as  God  wull  lend  me 

grace : 
Tak«  comfort  to  yew,  and  herk  a  litiil  fpafe.     i  7.;o 
^m!  vvhcn  that  Bcryn  hni  ylicrd  iiis  talc  to  tli-.  «.  il, 
J^nd.  liow  goiidly  as  Gwuicy  fpuk,  a^  he  wcic  liU 

frcude, 


^'^  «AoM^        aA»\oo^^         --tcVU^*  .-aO 


THE  IIEKCBAMT*5  SECOND  TALE,  It'c.       21  .' 

Fnl  many,  and  turmented  wers  then  wcr  yee. 
And  cndurid  for  my  trowith  n-^iuch  zdxer{iic,    I'^C: 
'      For  I  wold  in  no  wife  fuffir  tlicir  fallhedc», 
"*"[  For  in  all  the  world  fo  corrupt  of  their  dedis 
^  Been  noon  men  alyvc,  I  myght  ryght  well  avow, 
'^For  they  fet  all  their  wittis  ixi  wrong  all  that  tliey 
mowe;  1764 

^  Wher'for  fuU  many  a  tyme  the  grettifl  of  ihem  and ! 
Ha'w  Aondcn  in  altercatioune  for  their  trccherv ; 
'    For  I  had  in  valew  in  trew  marchaundife 
'^    A  M.  /.  all  have  they  take  in  fuch  maner  w-iie : 
r    So  ferforth  to  fave  my  blode  no  longer  myght  I  dry  vc 
I  dure;  1769 

For  drede  of  wors  thus  thought  I  my  fclf  to  disfigure, 
AndhaveamongthemiiyercgorightinthiRpiightc, 
And  cvir  have  ha4  in  memory  how  I  myght  them 
Aad  fo  I  hojie  now,  a&  fdtill  a>  they  he,  [quytc ; 

"With  my  wit  engine  them  and  htlp  yew  and  mc. 
My  lymis  been  both  hole  and  found,  me  neditli  Ailt 
ne  crouch.  1775 

He  caft  afydu  them  both,  and  Icpe  oppon  an  Iiuchc 
And  odown  ageyncs,  and  waikid  to  and  iro. 
Up  and  down,  within  the  (hip,  and  (licwid  hb  hondis 

tho. 
Stretching  forth  liisfingris  in  fight  and  all  about 
Without  knot  or  knor,  or  eny  fin;n  of  goufc,      1  ;S'> 
A-itd  dyght  them  eflt  ageyn&  right  disfc rirJy, 
^'o^m  to  ride  ech  othir,  and  fom  avcward  wry. 


II 8     TBI  M«RCBAMT*8  IBCOMO  TAXW%'tff* 

Oeifrey  w«s  ngkemyghty,  andwclc  hltige  4id  htnig 
for  oatnr  wis  more  fabibntiaH  when  tko.dayit  wcr 
Then  now  in  ovr  tyme ;  for  all  thing  dojth  wiAe 

SafT  vile  and  cttrfid  lyving,  that  growtth  alt  CO  Me* 
What  fliiiid  I  tell  more  f  Bat  Geffivy  frfchyaa-dUiltoiW 
And  Beryn  bym  befydit;  che  Raawywgan  In  f««i^ 
And  mertelled  much  in  Gefirey  fTfhiidi%|ifffnn, 
And  Beryn  had  anofhir  thought,  and  fpik^to  di- 

ftret.     '  JW^ 

Now  Geffircy,feidthisBeryn,andIdiArfttftdUAy««« 
That  and  ye  knewe  eny  man  that  it  aly^  MoiRftt'. 
That  had  of  difcredonne  ib-mnch  inipencb 
To  make  my  party  good  to  morowe  ip  my .defenei^ 
AnddeliTirtoeofforowefaayabehoftthattt    S^ 
I  wold  become  his  legeman,  as  God  my  Ibnlo  Una. 
That  wer  to  much,  quod  Ge£fctfey  S'lhat  wnU  I  yew 

rclefe;  '■■  ••        • 

But  I  defire  of  othir  thing  to^lunre  y^ncr  pnomea. 
That  and  I  bryng  yewr  enmyes  into  fuch  a  trannet 
To  make  for  yewrwrongistoyourighthighfenaancey 
And  fo  declare  for  you  that  with  yov  pas  fnch  dome, 
That  yee  oppon  your  feith  bryng  me  at  ftiime,  i8ci 
y  f  God  wol  fend  yew  wedir  and  grace  to  repafe. 
(^od  Beryn,  But  I  grant  yew  I  wer  lewder  then  an 
But  or  I  fullich  truft  yew  holdith  me  excufid;    [alTe, 
I  well  gocouofell  with  my  men  left  they  it  refufid. 
Ikryn  drew  afyde,  and  fpak  with  hi)  meyne,     x807 
And  cxpeflid  every  word  in  what  plight  and  drgre 


That  Iw  flddfc'fttim' ^oyvt  to  piDyii^' and  of  his  ^s 

Hi*  aney«€  wtre  allooyA,  md  ftarid  forth  as  beftis. 
gpefcith (bmiiNfrd^  food  Beryn,  fith  I  am  betrayd; 
Yet  Iwito'ylMtd  irfafltOd&ejr  to  tne  hath  £ayd.  18 1  a 
ThdCe  iloiiic^B»ftodc  aHe  HtM ;  o  wwrd  ne  cofwd  they 


And  dee  ft  paOdthMrwittM.  Then  Beryngan  releve, 
Aad  to  Gdftty  aft  ageyn,  and  mercy  bym  befonght. 
Help  me^  ^f  qwd  Bdryii^  |br  his  loic  diat  us  bought 
Dying  on  the  rood,  aad  wept  Ml  tendirly;       1817 
For  bdt  fe  htipt  <3yod  Bcryn,  ther  is  no  remedy, 
ForcomftartniAircomlalllofflay^b^have  Inoon: 
Help  mo^ils^hfdyvw  Mp^  and  els  1  am  umiooo. 
When  6Mtf  Mf  this  Beryn-  fe  diftraA  and  wept, 
IHte  into  edits'ireyn  of  Ikis  hert  crep& 
Alias!  ^xufAHSfdittfi  I  nitght  nat  <b  a^asore  fynful 

VROVi  ■         •••   •• 

\  Uift  yf  Wtf  irtvrHhf  ihen  hyi  yew  in. thiar  nede ; 
AttmeCUidiAhafettffthatlyewMl!         i84j 
ThaCf  Utdo  iiiybe&>ea,iny  peyir,  and  mytrataiie, 
To  hti^y^W  be  sty  power;  I  may  nofienher  gt)o. 
yis»  yee  bdiete  me  OMrot  ieid  BajOj  tho, 
Thatyee^roMhe^  me  at  all  that  1  iiold  ftond  tier. 
BieryB''ga^'to  wepe  and  make  wers  chere.  1 830 

Stillitb  yeWy  qaod  Geffrey,  for  how  io  evir  yc  tire 
iblord  than  tAf  power  ye  ought  nat  dcfirc, 

■■■•     "  T.ij     ■■ 


itO      Ttit  MtaCBANT'fl  flteOMD  TAtVk  tA« 

For  thoroogh  the  grace  of  God  ye  ihttl  be  help  wtle; 
I  have  ther*of  no  dout ;  but  trewUch.I  you  tele 
That  ye  woU  hold  tine  teTenatiDte  and  l.woUyew  alfiv 
To  bry ng  me  at  Rome  when  it  it  all  ydo«  i  Sj4l 

Tn  figoe  of  trowith  of  both  fidii  of  o«r  Kordmcm . 
Eche  of  Of  kyt.othlr  of  oar  eomyn  sfleat ; .    [wyne  | 
And  all  wai  do.  And  aftirward  BeryajGommtniidiC 
Theydronk.endlheiLGefireyleid;  SirBeryiie,  tt4^ 
Yee  mot  declare  year  nutcrt  to  myiie  intielligCD^ 
That  I  m«y:tbe  bet  perfcfyve  all  idconveiKieiice^ 
Doat,  pro,  contra,  imd  ambigoite, 
Thoroogh  your  dedaratioonCv  and  enformyid  be  ) 
And  with  the  help^of  oar  Sovcreo .  Lord  cekftialo 
They  fluUhebehynd,  Mid  we  flmll  have  the  bftOf 
F(v  a«w.tlw  tyme  approchith  for  their  ciiriidiiea 
To  be  fomwhat  rewardit ;  a6d  caefe  of  yewr  dtftret 
Hath  my  hert  yfctlid  and  fixid  them  a  oye. 
As  trowith  woll  and  refon»  for  their  trechery :  1 85O 
For  many  A  man  tofore  this  day  they  have  do  out  of 
Diftroid  add  turmentid  thoroughtheir  fait  law ;  [daw» 
For  they  think  littU  ellis,  and  all  their  wytti*  fyVe« 
Save  to  have  a.  mano'ys  good,  and  to  benym  his  ly  ve; 
Anil  hatli  a  cordd  cuftom«  all  a^eyns  refon,        i  S55 
'J'hat  what  man  they  enpeche  they  havcDoonenchefon 
I'houghe  it  be  as  fals  a  thing  a^  God  hymieif  is  trewe : 
And  it  touche  a  (Iraunger  that  is  com  of  newe 
Attc  firlt  r>iociuune  that  he  begynneth  to  meve 
Thcr  liondith  up  an  hundrichym  to  repreve.     x86o 


tHI  lIUKBAVT't  8kC0W9*VJIX.I>lUi^.     Ill 

The  lawte  of  tiic  bete  ilont  id  prolmcy ; 
Thej  uCeo  noon  enf ntftit  the  wroBgit  for  to  try : 
And  yftbowhaddiftenywrongtandwoldift  plcyn  the. 
And  were  asUffcwie  a  tanfc  as  eny  my^t  be.      1864 
Thow  ikuldift  nat  find  o  man  to  here  the  witnes, 
Though  every  man-in- the  town  knew  it  more  or  les; 
80  bniritb  they  togfidir,  and  holdith  with  eche  othir. 
That  at  to  oonntcrpkde  them,  tkoikgh  3re  wer  my  bro- 
iifUr;  ^      ■■  1868 

I  wMfifwm^few-nb  cosn&ill,  ne  ^ic£r  empechement 
Innowmd>tbdefly,<erttiatwierco»birment;  {anoon,  ' 
Per  theik  wer  tliey  in  the  afiu-matyf,  Mad  wold  preve 
And  toi  ynkt&at  wer  negatyff  the  luipr  wield  graunt 
Solbr  toploAeageyn  them  it  woUiitiU  asraiil,  {anoon : 
And  yikit*  every  main'yi  wit  it  ought  fae  grete  mef- 
vaile,  1874 

For  their hnnitlieenifo-ftrByt,  and  pdynoo^ordinaiince 
Is  Oallid  for  their  faUEede;  fbrthiaiiifeirfyDaQnce, 
To  lefe  ihcir  lyff  for.Mng,  and  libpB-it  way  knxwe, 
That  lortfiarialtof the  tonm^iand  koldithilhem  fo  lowe, 
WherforiKcy  have  a  caitom  a  flirewid  for  t^  nony  s, 
Yfeny  oftfaett  fry  iebirig  they  cry  allatonya,  1880 
And  form  it  for  afoth»  and  itiberie  any^chaiige' ;  [large ; 
That  jof  die  danger  of  ifope  they  Icepetbem  ever  at 
And  therfor  wifiJUmi  weer,  ^hofo  m^^  efchcwc, 
Nevir  to  dehe  with  them;  for  wer  it  wrong  or  trewe 
It  IhuldlitfUaiFaitiageynAtheirfiiihQdes,  1885 

For  they  been  acurdd,  and  fo  been  their  dedes ; 

Tiij 


Ill    -tHv  luaeUNT**  id 
%Vh<:rrorw«f»)ft;with'BUoiir^rillai^ffl,  1 

i^Mch  aBftro*  «(f«m7  Aatthcy  ba«  UUi^        1 

Fcr  cf  vidt  Bbd'cUh  it  k  til;  ih.7  JyiNH.  ilgt 

Kdv  Stmreajbord  cdeltiBlel  witKttuiy  fiirawM 
.Si:y>iBei7ntoGefii>ay,yniinemontnf lyo,   [fi^ 
Onunt  me  ((tkc  to  morawe,  Ta'thM  Ood  be  jItU 
Makefomyce  lufwcre,  and  Ifmnwhat  j-efid 
Bychecbtt  utniy  eoDhUll,  brotliirWphMM- 
RehereeiDadiBii'^Md  Gd&cf,  ifac  caafii  ■£  1I17  fa* 
F  ro  pofia  ia  pa^  il  io  An,  M,tlie  biotaRjU, 
WhcTtbanoi^  I  mnfat  toiBcini*«A«  bstir  W  mW 
Nowirifah.^BoJBcryntthoBahelfcQMdy, 
leammtn^tbtnTdiiiutafttKirtredMrri   If* 
What  for  faMraud  ■Bf^tfcMidaertB-mbM 


So  flood  I  iili iliitpi  111  liHI  jiilMiiBilii  iinlil 

Scpndeu!  Ud  OtSnf,  imil'tkt  woD  Mt  lUHi 
Si  th  1  luTc  enfsiMl  tb«  ID  be  ^tl7  CDilB&ill ; 
And  fo  mnA  the  more  that  tbon  lit  nat  wife,  19CJ 
And  canfl  Dit  me  enfonn  ofnoinaner  iTiTe; 
Here  therToie  a  while,  and  (end  wel  to  my  lort. 
The  lord  that  dtrcllith  In  this  Iowb,  whtjc  name  I 
irope.elTt  ichErGd,  Ufolnly  wiTe  [tcdd  cofbK, 

Tliat  no  man  alyre  can  hit  pai  devife,  i^ta 

And  K  fo  grow  in  yerit  that  Li  ycer  ago 
He  fawe  nat  for  age  i  and  yit  il  ftooditb  £* 


Tiifi  Merchant's  second  tale,  tr'r.      22j 

That  thorough  hid  ivit,  and  wifdom,  and  his  govcp- 
naunce,  [much  or  praunce, 

Who  makith  a  fray  ef,  or  ftryvith  aught,  or  mcl  to 
"Within  the  fame  cetf,  that  he  n'ys  take  anoon,  191  ? 
And  hath  his  pennaunce  forthwith,  for  pardon  uiith 

he  noon  : 
For  ther  n'ys  pore  ne  riche,  ne  what  ftate  he  be. 
That  he  ny's  undirfote  for  his  iniquity ; 
And  it  be  previd  on  hym  ther  Ihall  no  gold  hym  qu}te. 
Right  as  the  forfete  axlth  moch  or  lite,  19  ao 

For  geyns  his  commaundment  Is  noon  fo  hardy  quck« 
So  hard  fetith  he  his  fote  in  every  mann*ys  nek ; 
For  undir  iky  and  fterris  this  day  is  noon  alyvc 
That  coud  amend  hym  in  o  poynt,  al  thing  to  diftryve. 
The  7  Sages  of  Rome,  though  a  I  agcyn  hym  were. 
The  (huld  be  infufHcitfnt  to  mike  his  anfwere,  1916 
For  he  can  all  langagis,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  Latyne, 
Caldey,  Frcnslh,  and  Lombard,  ye  know  well  fyne, 
And  all  maner  that  men  in  bokis  write ; 
In  poyfe  and  philofophie  alfo  he  cah  endite:       193A 
Cevile  and  canounc,  and  al  maner  lawis, 
Seneca  an  J  Sydrak,  and  Sibmon*y8  fawys. 
And  the  7  fciences,  and  eke  law  of  armys, 
Xlxptrimcnds  and  pompery,  and  all  maner  charmy?, 
-^s  ye  fliul  here  aftir  er  that  I  depart,  193^ 

^/  hi«  imaginaciouns  and  of  his  fotill  art; 
I'o  T-  he  is  of  age  3C0  yerc  and  more, 
^'  lierfor  of  all  fciences  he  hath  the  more  lore. 


%2A    itrl  ■uriuinr^iirianiiim^tfi 

In  Denin>AAgi»Wgitic»Mt*7fcMfaaftH.      19)9 
And  io  prm^fowiflied  tyi  he  a»d%dl  aid  go; 
Ther  WW  h^  IM  tb  ifeak»  MdTleiVfi  MftJblrft, 
For  f udt  WB'Jrft  JiTitt  tiut  ■!  oddr  te  ^  I 
But  firft«UB«i89«Bjriig  IkatMdlminiJL' 
But  lernyd  evir  paflfngly,  tml  wivwift  Mid  lad! 
Of  fUtote  aitd-of  iBMre  titer  ii^tto—  ^901  Uks  1945 
Thoroagfa  theJjw^qf  GiiM»iiftiiq|^  mw  trallllytt 


Saff  a  dbofhttr;  tlutt  helo^  ■•  lilMBWKftrii 
1  fope  wflrint  Arfuit,  aad  did-hyas  ibcb-  |ifLfi— r« 
That  he  iwdi  hyiii  hit  heir,  «ad  did 4yai  frwnoM 
To  wcd>hii;M^lt«rv^  liilr^fei  to  hin  cMmsi 

lhoroQglQbv|P»iiNlUipQrtMMr 
Soa8FDraBia««ld,ihtt^tflfepfi»lheBdi-  tfjS 
This  wbrtliy  UagkbatdowyweinidBlUecwMica^ 
That  i7yer0iii>dMciMl1fo^'thnsWttlri(agMd, 
And  yit  watthertKtir  for  WKagqaJiyar  coM^ilqfari 
For  no)  ugetneat  f  hat  htgaff;  yfefotnagqynhym  wyM 
A  gretc  part  of  hUpepil,  and  woM  have  hym  esUi^; 
13u  c  his  grete  wiidom,  and  his  manfolnet,  1939 

Hi>  governaiince,witli  hisbovnteand  his  rigbtfnkiei) 
Hath  evir  yit  preTerved  hym  unto  thi«  ilk  day. 
And  woll  whyle  that  he  lyvith  for  aught  that  men  can 
]  or  who  hath  eny  qaarel  or  caufc  for  to  wondc  [fay : 
^^'ithln  this  fame  cete,  quiklich  wqH  he  fond, 
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And  it  be  fotill  matir,  to  Ifope  for  to  fax'e,  1 965 

Fro  gynnyng  to  the  end  his  qoarrell  to  declare ;  [r  0  wc ; 
And  eve  afore,  as  cuftom  is,  peple  ihall  be  on  the  mo« 
But  whofoly  he  fcapith  natwythoutfliameorforowe. 
Beryn,  thow  muftgo  thidir,  wher  thyn  cnpechement 
Shull  be  jmevid,  and  therfor  pas  nat  thcns         197^ 
1*yll  thou  have  herd  them  alle,  and  report  them  wele 
To  me,  that  am  thy  counfell,  and  repcir  fnele. 
But  fo  rial  mancioune  as  Ifope  dwellith  in 
Tber  is  noon  in  the  world,  ne  fo  queynt  of  gyn, 
Wherfore  be  well  avifid  how  I  enform  the         1 9  75 
Of  the  wondir  wayia  and  of  the  prjrvytc 
That  been  wythyn  his  paleyfe,  that  thou  muft  pas  by; 
And  when  thow  approchift,  and  art  the  caflcU  nygh« 
Blench  fro  the  brode  gate,  and  enter  thow  nat  there. 
For  thcr  been  men  to  keep  it ;  yit  have  thow  no  fere ; 
Pas  down  on  the  right  bond  by  the  cailell  walle  1 9  8 1 
Tyli  thow  fynd  a  wyndow,  and  what  fo  the  byfall 
£atir  ther  yf  thow  may,  and  be  nothyng  agaft. 
But  walk  forth  in  that  entre:  then  (halt  thow  fee  in 
A  portcolyfe  the  tofore ;  pas  in  boldly  [hade 

Tyil  thow  com  to  an  hall  the  feyrift  undir  iky  :  1986 
The  wallis  been  of  marbill,  yjoynid  and  yclodd. 
And  the  pilours  of  cryftall,  grete  and  wele  propofid ; 
The  ke  veryng  of  bove  is  of  felond3m. 
And  the  pameiit  beneth  of  gold  and  afure  fyne.  1 990 
But  whofo  paflith  thorough  this  hall  hath  nede  to  ren 
Or  els  he  myght  be  difware  of  his  own  ly  ve,  [blyve^ 
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or  fher  wythik  liidk  a  fioMi  thotlvfb  bMc  ofkyad 
That  what  t3iipg€iii»  for  1»yftiKNHiJ|ii»ottitnid»    ' 
As  bryght  ai  eny  Joodell  ken^  and^uifiiibe  mootm  $ 
And  ft>  wold  the  hail  alio  o'er  cbldnct  of  aiioei  1996 
That  aa  ydepid  Dfonyfe,  chat  iet  iairpK  af^  t 
So  and  thow  kpe  Hghtly  thoo  flak  Uveao  pcya. 
For  ethir  ftune  in  hynd  pfttportioiMldiey  lie, 
OfheteaodelxofcoUoesofMDV^pMditft.-  *     wocb 
Thow  muft  {mtborMigh  the  hilt^  bttt  tary  hat  I  redt, 
For  thoo flakiyiKt a darn^ right afbretkyA  hade : 
Vrhen  thow  art  tntrid  ther,  aad  the  dareapaA, 
Whatfo  thow  fe  ligg  or  flond  hcthow  nat  agaft ; 
And  yfidiow  drede  etty  thiagdo  ao  mora  fiUFblowei 
But  yit  I  rede  th6  beware  that  it  ha  ibwwhat  towc; 
TherbeentofibirdialooaaodaBtyed, ''      "^     icx7 
If  that  thy  blowini;  iof  that  othir  in  eny  thing  be  ^pkd 
Anoon  he  rakiih  on  the  to  fefe  the  by  tby  pat^ 
For  ther  tr'ys  thing  in  erth  that  he/tfmadi  dohh  hate 
As  bredi  9f  mana'ya  uowich  ;  wher*foro  refreyn  the, 
And  blow  hot  liair  and  foft,  and  when  that  nbde  be. 
When  thow  art  paffid  thi«  hall  anoon  thett  ibalt  thow 
Into  the  fayreft  gardt*n  that  is  in  Chriftendom,  [cam 
The  wich  thoroo|rh  hix  clergy  is  made  of  fuch  derife 
That  a  man  (ball  ween  he  is  in  Paradife,  0016 

At  his  firfl  comyng  in,  for  melody  and  fong, 
And  ethir  glorious  thingiH  and  delc«dabili  among. 
The  wich  Tholomcttn,  that  fomtyme  Paynym  waa 
That  of  aftronomy  knew  ev*ry  poynt  and  cafe,  90 
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Did  it  fo  <devire,  thorough  hi9  high  conoyog, 
Thar  ther  o*y8  be£k  in  erth  ne  bird  that  doith  dog 
That  he  n*y$  there  in  figur  in  gold  and  fylvir  fyne. 
And  mow,  as  they  wer  quyk,  knav  the  fotiil  engyne. 
In  mydward  of  this  gardyn  ftant  a  feir  tre         2025 
Of  &1  maner  levis  that  undir  iky  be, 
Yforgit  and  yfburmit  eche  in  his  degre 
Of  fylvir  and  of  gold  fyne  that  lafty  been  to  fee. 
This  gardeyn  is  evir  grene,  and  full  of  May  flowrls^ 
Of  rede,  white,  and  blew,  and  othir  frcih  colouris, 
The  wich  been  fo  redolent,  and  feutyn  fo  about,  203 1 
That  he  muft  be  right  Icwde  therin  (huld  route. 
Thefe  mouilrefull  thingis  I  devife  to  the 
Bccaufe  thow  flmldift  nat  of  them  abasfiiid  be. 
When  that  thow  comyil  there,  fo  thow  be  flrong  in 
thought,  ftC35 

And  do  be  my  couoCell,  drede  the  right  nought. 
For  ther  beth  viii  tregetours  that  this  gardyn  kepith, 
Four  of  them  doith  waak  whils  the  four  fclepith, 
The  wich  been  fo  perfite  of  nygramance. 
And  of  the  art  of  apparene  and  of  tragetrie,      2049 
Tfiat  they  make  femen  as  to  a  mann'ys  Ught 
Abomioabiil  wormys,  that  fore  ought  be  afright 
The  hertieft  man  on  erth,  but  he  warnyd  were 
Of  the  grifly  fightis  that  he  fliuld  fee  there. 
Among  all  othir  there  is  a  lyon  white  2045 

'i><at  and  he  be  a  ftraungir  he  rampith  for  to  bite, 


Mi       TBI      lIlCUAN'l'tECeDNOTAI-t.U'^.^H 

And  hath  Mforcthutymticn  Dion  and  mo      ••^H 
DETnuridaBdyne,  thai  thetefurth  have  ygo:      "^^ 
Yil  ibalt  thow  pai  fuyrly  In  thuw  do  u  I  ItU. 
The  tr;  I  told  tofort,  thjl  rdund  it-eny  bell       Kijo 
Bcrith  bow  and  braunchc.  traylyng  to  ihe  f^und. 
And  thow  touch  uon  of  rhem  thow  urt  faif  and  faundj 
The  tre  bath  fucb  vccto  theru  ffaall  nodiing  the  dcic : 
LokcthBlbe  the  £iA  when  thow^oniyA  there. 


Thenflialltho 

fcrlhrrfide;  -loij 

Thoughe  it  bt  m 

ar  l»rge  u>i  wjde 

It  gtowith  more 

a  dtntour  wtyjlh  i 

Vitwollthiiwev 

ilhaliropeiiith, 

Into  ihc  iej'Tia  c 

niui  raw  with  eye 

V/hta  thow 

'fmihewLTelj, 

Tor  there  Oil 

«ni«chem«nt  lotl 

Opynly  dfclarm  in  iioj.  is  j. 

Rtpuii  ilicm  wile  ind  kepe  (t 

emiDthymynd, 

And  nfiirlhy  tclacionnc  welhillfo  turn  ami  wend. 
Thorough  help  of  God  above,  fuch  help  for  to  nuke 
Thaliheyfhultbeu:i)Ribrit,and  we  tight  well  to  fcafc. 
Kowin  (ath,  quod  Beryn,  i  maiui'yi  bL-it  may  giilc 
Of  rucli  *OQdir  weyis,  for  al  my  Blarchandife 
I  tiadlevirlefelhrnuppon  me  take 
Such  a  wey  to  pit,  ]  hen,  hir,  for  your  fake        IC70 
1  »o]l  my  ftlf,  tjuod  Geffrey :  fith  I  am  cnfuryd 
To  help  the  with  niy  power  thow  fhiilt  be  aaiyrid 
An  ftcforth  u  !  may ;  that  I  woll  do  Diy  peyn 
'J'objviigyowrkrjuiit  tyiliiig,  andritoutn  ageyn 
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Yit  or  the  cok  crow ;  and  therefor  jet  me  fc        ao  75 
Whils  I  sun  out  how  mery  ye  can  be. 
Geffrey  coke  his  leve ;  but  who  was  fory  tho 
But  Beryn  and  his  cc^nypany  ?  for  when  he  was  go 
Thei  had  no  maner  joy,  but  dout  and  hevynes, 
For  of  his  Tcpcyryag  thei  had  no  Hkernes ;         20  80 
So  every  man  to  o^hir  mode  his  contpleynt. 
And  wiihid  that  oH^ony  they  had  been  atteynt. 
And  fo  them  thought  betir  to  end  hevyoes 
Thsn  every  day  to  lak  brede  atte  firih  mcs; 
For  when  our  good  is  go  what  (hall  fai  of  us  \    2085 
£vir  to  be  their  thrallis^  and  peraventure  wers, 
To  kfe  our  lyf  aftir  yf  we  difplcie  them  ought. 
Aftir  Geffrey  went  this  was  all  their  thought 
Throughout  the  nyght  tyl  cokkis  gan  to  fing ;  2089 
Butthen<encreiid  aoguiihe;  theirhondisgan,to  wryng. 
And  curikL  wyndao4  watir  that  them  brought  ther. 
And  wifiihid  many  tymes  that  he  had  been  in  berc, 
And  were  apaflid  and  entrid  into  difpeyr, 
In  as  much  as  Geifrey  did  nat  repeir : 
Eche  man  feyd  to  othir  it  myght  nat  be  ynayid  ZO95 
But  Gcffray  ^aduttiriich  falUy  them  betrayid 
Thoroughout  ali  the  long  nyght. 

l*ho  went  they  to  counA:U  a  litiil  tofore  the  day. 
And  wcru  ail  acordit  for  to  fayl  awcy  ; 
And  fo  them  thought  betir,  aod  levc  their  good  thcr, 
'!'hen  abydc  tlieroppoo ,  and  have  more  fere,     » 
r-ltnu'  VL  u 


Ttic;  made  (heir  likclyng  redy,  and  wend  the  ftS 
For  10  tin  their  Ijiis,  and  fet  nat  of  their  loi;  [»cnH, 
Si)  fore  they  WET  adredtohe  in  ferviiute,  itt* 

And  hopid  Ood  above  wold  fend  them  tuna  reXute 
By  fom  othir  toflis  ther  wynd  them  wold  btyng ! 
Aad  therwithnlJ  csim  Geffrey  oa  hii  iljlc  lepeing, 
AndtriedWaiidirfallby  the  wmtirr^de. 
WhenBerynherdGtffrcyhebidhiiincnabyde, 
And  to  launehouta  We  and  bryng  Geffrey  in,  ills 
Foi  he  may  tnoie  t<ayi  me  now  then  al  my  Vyn, 
And  he  be  Irew  and  trudy,  asmyo  hope  it; 
Sut  yit  ther'of  had  Bcryn  no  fuUfnienies. 
Theft  Romeyns  fet  in  Geflrcy  with  an  hevy  ehere, 
For  they  bid  leiJT  faiU  funh  then  put  them  in  weer 
Both  lysc and gooditi  and cvill fuTpicioune       aii6 
They  hadofihiiGeflrey  ;  wherfore  they  gon  roime, 
TalkyngtoccheolhiT.ThitmaavoIl  u^belray. 
CaJTrey  wi(t  well  iaowghe  he  wai  oat  to  their  pay, 
AnfiforvcrtyaHBirhe  threw  into  ihe  fee  iiio 

Coth  Aill  and  die  his  crouch,  that  made  wer  of  tre. 
And  ganthetn  to  comfort,  andfeidin  Ihit  muicie; 
E.vid'citif'StfjD,  mhymikeyefiichchere? 
For  andyee  wer  hevy  what  fhall  yewc  men  do 
ButtafeBCBrantpiJlafyew'audhavenocaafelonlJJ 
Pfir  lit  oritb«e»eyew(  adverfaryci  all 
I  n<=.H  make  them  fporn  and  have  a  fore  fall, 
AvA  yre  ^a  quyte,  and  all  ye»r  good,  and  have  ol 
^•;Nj:h-y  tolcright  fiigii  tcr  to  fcipe  fo  [theirs too, 
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Wythout  more  dtungir ,  and  yewr  wy  1  be ;       2130 
For  of  the  Itwyi  her  fuch  it  the  equyte 
That  Wb9  purfu  othir  and  bit  fleynt  h*  wrong 
Hefiall  makt  amtnJh  St  he  nevirfijlroi^  i 
Right  It  fliald  the  t*odir  yf  he  condempned  were. 
Right  to  fliall  the  pleyntifT right  ti  I  yew  lere :  1 135 
Aod  that  fliall  preve  by  them,  hiTe  ye  no  doute, 
Yic  or  it  be  eve  right  low  to  yew  to  loute. 
And  fubmit  them  to  yew,  and  put  them  in  yewr  grace 
By  that  tyme  I  have  ymade  all  my  wanlafe ; 
And  in  hope  to  fpede  well  let  fliape  ufl  for  to  dyne. 
Geffrey  azid  watir»  and  iith  brede  and  wyne,    1 1 4 1 
And  felt.  It  it  holfom  to  breke  our  fail  betyme. 
For  the  fieward  woU  to  the  court  at  hour  of  prymc. 
The  fonne  gan  to  fliyne  and  fliope  a  feir  dey  s 
But  for  aught  that  Geffrey  coud  do  or  fey         a  1 4  5 
Thefe  Romeyni  fpekyn  fad  all  the  dyner  while, 
That  Geffrey  with  hiifotill  wordii  wold  them  begile. 
So  when  they  had  ydyned  they  ryfen  up  echoonc. 
And  drew  them  to  counfell  what  was  beft  to  doon : 
Som  feyd  the  befl  rede  that  we  do  may,  1150 

To  throw  Geffrey  ovir  the  bord,  and  feyll  forth  our 
But  for  drede  of  Beryn  fom  wold  nat  fo,         [way  : 
Yit  the  more  party  aflentid  wele  therto. 
Ge£Frey  and  Beryn,  and  worthy  Romeyni  tweyo. 
Stood  a  part  within  the  ihip,  fo  Geffrey  gan  to  fcyn, 
■Seryo,  beth  avifid;  your  men  beth  in  diftaunce :  1 1  >  6 
Sich  ye  been  ha:  foveren  put  them  in  govemaunr 
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For  mcthinklth  they  holdith  contrary  opynyonne^ 
And  Grace fuylUb  comyniicb  xvber  it  dkfj^owne. 
In  the  meea  whyle  that  they  gan  thus  to  ftryve  2160 
Hanybald  was  up,  and  ycom  as  bly  vc 
To  the  brigg  of  the  town  ther  the  fiiippis  rood, 
And  herd  much  ncyfe ;  but  litil  while  he  bood, 
Tor  when  he  faw  the  faylist  ftond  all  acros,  2 1 64 

Alas !  quod  this  Hanybald,  here  growith  a  (inert  los 
10  me  that  am  provoft,  and  have  in  charge  and  heft 
All  thefe.  fyve  Ihippie  undir  myn  areft ; 
And  ran  into  the  town,  and  maHe  an  hidoufe  cry, 
A  nd  char^it  all  the  cctezins  to  af  tfiy d  for  to  hy  a  1 6^ 
Irom  o  ftrcte  tyl  anothir,  and  rerid  up  al  the  town, 
And  made  the  trompis  blowe  ii]»  and  the  belUs  fooo, 
And  fc-yd  that  the  Romcyns  wer  in  poynt  to  pa8, 
I'yl  ther  wer  a  thowfand,  rathir  mo  then  le% 
jVlen  y-armyd  cfcen,  walkyng  to  the  flronde     2174 
WhenBtryn  thcmafpied;  Now,Gelfrey,inthyhonde 
Stont  lyf  and  goodis ;  doth  with  u^  what  the  lift, 
For  all  our  hope  is  on  the,  comfort,  help,  and  trift ; 
For  wc  muft  hide  aventurc,  fuch  as  God  well  fliape, 
lor  now  I  am  in  ctrten  we  mow  in  no  wife  fcape. 
IlavenodoubtjquodGcnrcy;bethmcry;letmealoon; 
Gctiih  a  pcir  fifours,  ftcrith  my  herd  anocn,      2181 
And  aftirwcrd  lete  top  my  hede  haftylich  and  blwe. 
Som  went  to  with  fefours,  foni  wyth  a  knyflV, 
Si)  what  for  forowe  and  hafl,  and  for  lewd  tolc, 
7  her  was  no  man  alyve  bet  like  to  a  folc  a 1 85 


r 


Then  GMQrqr.viM.Vy  thit  tyne  they  had  alydo. 
HanyhaU  clepid  out  Bcryn,  to  Mota  Hall  for  to  go^ 
And  Aoda  upqa  tha  hrigg  wUh  an  hugs  route*: 
Oafirey  was  thit  fif  ft  bo  Hanybald  gan  to  loutoi 
Andloktdoiita£DK.fl|ipji  Oodblaayew  j  Sir,  quod  be. 
V^her  art  thow  QoWt  Awyn  f  com£arth,baholdaDdfe« 
Har  it  an  huge  pepiU  yrayd  and  ydigbt  \  %  i^% 

AU  theia  been  my  children  that  haan  in  annyibryght ; 
Yiftirday  I  gatthamt  19  naft  mervaill 
That  they  baen  hidir  yeom  to  be  of  our  counfidll, 
AndtoflbendJbyua»andhelpnainonrplel      9196 
A!  nyne  ownchUdryn,  blcffid  mut  ya  be  I 
Qiiod  Oa^y,  inrith  an  high  troife,  and  had  a  nyec  yl* 
And  gan  to  daonce  ior  joy  in  the  Core  ftage,    [fage* 
Hanyba]d^*d  on  Oeffrey  m  lis  wer  amafid,   aaco 
And  beheld  hiieoaDtenaance,  and  how  ha  waiyraiid, 
Bwtevirmore  he  thought  that  he  wai  a  fola 
NMurell  of  kyndoi  and  had  noon  othlr  to^, 
Ai  femed  by  hit  wordii  and  hit  f  ifage  bothi 
And  thought  it  had  been  fbly  to  wex  with  hym  wroth , 
And  gan  to  bord  agcyn,  and  aiid  hyfti  in  gamei  »ac6 
8ith  thow  arc  our  fadir  who  it  then  oar  dame  \ 
And  how  and  in  what  plafe  were  we  begete  \ 
YiiUrday,  qupd  Oc£(rey,  pleyog  in  the  ilrete 
At  a  gentii  game  that  depid  it  the  Qoek,         a  1 10 
A  long  peny  halter  wat  caft  about  my  nek| 
And  ykoet  (aft  with  a  riding  knot, 
And  caft  oTir  a  perch,  and  hale  along  my  throte. 

11} 
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W'.i^thit  n  jrame^qiiodManybald,  for  to  hang  thy  fcWe! 
S«>  t]H>  fcy«l  about  mc,  a  thoufand  cchc  by  hymfclf. 
How  Iciipiddift  thow,  quod  Hanybald,  that  thou  wer 
I  Ivjrto  can  I  anfwcr  without  any  rede ;     [nat  dcdc  ? 
1  l.:;rc  ihrc  dife  in  myn  own  purp, 
1  «»r  I  pro  nevir  without,  fare  I  bctir  or  wers; 
I  kill  them  forth  all  thrcand  too  fill  am*ys  afc,  2:20 
V'.it  here  now  what  fill  aftir,  right  a  mcrvcloufcciftf ; 
'I  i.'.  r  cam  a  mowfe  \t\tc  forth,  and  etc  the  third  boon, 
'J Tat  puirid  out  her  fkyn  as  grcte  m  flic  niyght  goen; 
And  ill  tins  tuaner  wife  of  the  mowfe  and  mc 
A 11  vf  be  ycom  my  children  fair  and  frc ;  aaij 

"N :ui  \it  or  it l>c  eve  fall  woll  fuch  a  chauncc 
To  floud  in  my  power  yew  all  to  avaunce, 
I' t  r  .i::  i  we  plcdc  wcllto  day  we  fliall  berichc  inovrghc. 
i  lanv^ald  of  hi«  wordishertlich  louj»}ic, 
A;:/:  K)  did  all  tliat  herd  hym,  an  they  myght  wcic, 
■\ rd  li.iii  jjrctc  joy  wyth  hym  for  to  telJ,  ii\l 

I  .:  theykricwhymnocnothirbutafoIcofkynd,[ciKl. 
/.:  •  r.il  rli:«;washisdifcrecicune,  and  that  prcvidthf 
'\'\  \. .  »'.  hi!s  ( Icllrcy  japid  to  make  tlieir  luTtis  lijjht 
j  .  .  \  11  liikI  his  company  were  rayid  and  ydight,  lijl; 
Ai./i  i.,iiull  th«  m  in  holi*.  fertTull  how  to  fpcde, 
i  1 1  ..11  tlioir  thoujrlitis  in  balance  itode  betwenc hope 

and  ufcdc: 
J '.L  ;,;*  t};{  y  divi  tb.cir  pcyn  to  make  liglstfomc  chin*. 
/    X  ;•. li : r-y  thiin  had cnfourmcd,  of  ^^ort  and  all n»* 

;  ere 


THB  MtlCBAirr't  IE<»ND  TALt,  tS^c,      2$$ 

Of  their  ^Ternaunce  all  the  loojt  day  2240 

Tyll  their  plee  wer  cndit ;  fo  went  they  forth  their  wey 
To  the  court  with  Hanybald.  f'hen  Beryn  ^n  to  fey, 
Wliat  ncd^  this.  Sir  Hanybald,  to  make  fuch  aray, 
Sith  we  been  pefe-marchantiB,aBd  afe  nofpollaciounc  ? 
For  foth,  Sir,  quod  Hanybald,  to  mc  was  made  rela- 

cioune  2x45 

Yee  wer  in  poynt  to  void ;  and  yef  yee  had  do  fo 
Yee  had  loft  yewr  ly vis,  without  wordis  mo. 
3eryn  held  hym  ftyll.  Geffrey  fpak  anoon ; 
No  les  wed  then  lyfi)  ?  Whi  fo,  good  Sir  jon  ? 
That  wer  Ibmwhat  to  much  at  it  femeth  me ;     2150 
But  ye  be  ovirwife  that  dwell  in  this  cete ; 
for  ye  hate  bcgoniie  a  thing  makith  you  right  bold, 
And  yit  or  it  be  eve  m  fo\]%  (hull  yee  be  hold : 
And  eke  yee  devyne  for  ftipmanny*s  craft,      [bafft. 
And  wotsth  litill  what  longith  to  afore  the  (hip  and 
And  nameUch  in  the  dawnyng  when  fliipmen  firft  a- 

rife.  2256 

My  good  (rend,  quod  Hanybald,  in  a  fcomyng  wife, 
Yee  muil  onya  enfourm  me  thorough  yowr  difrre- 
But  firft  yee  muft  anfwer  to  a  queftioune ;     [cioune. 
Why  make  men  crof-(ail  in  myddi«  of  the  mail  f  2260 
Fof  to  taiettf  tbifaip  attdfetb  more  hUfi, 
Why  goon  the  yemen  to  bote  ankirs  to  hale  \ 
For  to  make  tbem  teJy  to  luali  to  the  ale. 
Why  hale  they  up  ftonys  by  the  crane  lync  ^ 
To  maic  the  tempejiftfe  and  tbefoimefiyne,  2265 


ft3^    .9««MMGCairr'ilftC0ll».^RAM^lric> 

Why  clofe  thej  the  port  With  the  ice  faofdft::' 
For  th§  Im^fuJMd,  mvmkt  tAjarf  vttrdM 
Thow  jwt  a  fedy  f fto,  quod  HaiiybMin  iqp^ 
Yee,  Silly  trcw!|t».liprl9t)MktliM7cw.%. 
Gcffrsy  tvir  ckppid  M  dintk  %  watar  myll, .       ts;* 
AndniftdcHMybildcoIftlighftllikl^iyil;  '■     . 
Beryn,  quod  thii  Gefircy,  retoiirs  Uiy.mte  W^  \ 
What  ftoU  theyr  do-  with  tlio  aicowtfr  oft-MM  « 

.  thempliynk  .  .....,->.: li . 

Plede  thyMiAthyiclvtrifhtM,UidViluAyirt«^^ 
To  bidie  with  th«  ibippift  my  p«rp6fii  if  tadilmigbb 
Kay,  forlodic  qnod  Hinybiddi  tlii»w.lbak  abydc  «i 

londi    :  ■:  r  :m:   wi 

Weis  hunnafoliito  tbc  (aodfC^kyni^jtlUiliaB^ 
For  thow  art  Wife  ifl  law  lo  pleda  all  tb«-adfa;  (jpUlb 
That  can  \  betir,  qnod  Gd&«y»  tlMS  oy  maa  in  tbfii 
What  ftyft  thow  therto,  Beryn  /.  ihaU  I  tell  thy  tik } 
Hanybald  likid  bit  Wordis  weki  todibiinBrd  giD  hys 
Beryn  made  hym  angry,  andfigbid  wo&dirfiMre»[liale* 
for  Geffrey  Jiym  had  eiifonrmidofcvc^y  poynttofcWt 
How  he  hym  Ibuld  govern  all  the  long  day^  • . 
(reifrey  chaiid  hym  ageyn ;  Sey  me  ye  or  Hay  |  %%%% 
Mayfl'owe  nat  here  fpeke  fome  maner  word  \ 
I. eve  thy  blab,  lewd  fole,  roe  iikich  nat  thy  bord  s  . 
1  have  aaothir  thought,  quod  Beryn,  wherof  thow 

carl  A  lite.  [thewitei 

Clepeifl  thow  me  a  Fole,  quod  Geffrey  ?  al  that  I  may 
But  iirft  when  we  out  of  Rome  faiUid  both  in  lisra  ^ 
7  ho  X  YfdLi  x\\^  fclawc  and  thy  ^artinerc,  4191 


THt  MEIICHANT*8  SECOND  TAtC,  tffff.       43^ 

For  tho  the  marchandi fe  was  more  then  half  myne, 
And  Hth  thatthowcom  bidir  thowtaldft  all  for  thynct 
Bot  yit  or.it  be  eve  I  wol  make  oon  bebeft. 
But  thccw  kave  my  help  thy  part  ibaU  be  leil.     1195 
Thyii  help,  quod  Beryn;  lewde  fole,  thow  art  more 

then;  mafid ; 
Dres  the  to  the  fliippis  ward  with  thy  crowh  yrafid, 
For  I  myght  ne  virfpare  the  bet :  trtu  and  be  agoo.  [no, 
1  woU  go  with  the,  quod  Geffrey,  wher  thow  wolt  or 
And  lem  to  picde  law  to  wyn  both  howfe  and  lond. 
So  thow  fhalt,  quod  Hanybald,  and  led  hyift  by  the 

hond,  [yknow 

And  leyd  his  bond  oppon  his  nek :  but  and  he  had 
Whom  he  had  led,  in  fikcrnes  he  had  well  levir  in 

fnowe 
Have  wilkid  xl  mylt,  and  rathif  tben  fail  more ; 
For  he  wisihid  that  Geffrey  had  ybe  unbore      23^$ 
Full  oft  tytne  in  tfiat  day  or  the  pie  wer  do. 
And  fo  did  all  that  wrought  Beryn  (ham  and  woo. 
Now  yee  that  lift  abide  and  here  of  f^tilte 
Mowc  know  how  that  Beryn  fped  in  his  pie. 
And  in  what  aray  to  the  court  he  went,  ^^l^ 

Andhow  Hanybaldled  Geffrey,difwareofhisemc.'>t ; 
But  yet  he  aiid  of  Geffrey,  What  is  thy-  name  1  fray  f 
Oylhochet,  qaod  Geffrey,  men  ckpid  me.ytftirday. 
And  wher  weer  thow  yboref  I  n*ote  I  make  a  vow, 
Seyd  Geffrey  to  this  Hanybald,  t  axe  that  of  yew, 
Fbr  I  can  tell  no  more  but  here  I  ftond  nowe.     a3T6 
Haaybald  of  his  wordis  hertlich  losr^he^ 


AndheldliymftrRptflyDgfoktofiMrvBafjkcd^  ' 
Thus  they  roniTd  i«nglTng  into  th%  eomt  Md, 
But  or  they  coauthor  the  fttfWtfdwMyfiBfy  s    t$tl$ 
And  the  grtttift  of  the  town  o  comptny  ftaeitt 
And  pm  to  Qtytt  feft  who  ihold  iMvethofodd   ' 
That  com  wu  with  Beryn  o¥irthelilfe£oed« 
Somiieydooaandfomfeydeniothir;    :    :    '  tjftl 
Som  woldhAve-thcihippii»tbe|iireU,iBddif  foCUil 
Som  hi«-cyco,-lbiii'hit  lyf  wold  hsye,  uid  no  letp 
Or  elt  he  (hM  €»r:tbem  fyneior  he-did  fwi 
And  in  thotuene  whib  they  wer  in  thiitfirey: 
Beryn  end  thefe  Romcyns  wer  com;  i|t  godd  any 
As  myght  be  made  of  w6lh  end  of  eobnr g^nylifdl'. 
They  tolKefydo  bench  that  for  thett^NGriintfAi|tty4 
When  til  wai  hnlht  and  ftiU  Beryn  afotodjioon, 
And  ftode  in  the  myddil  of  the, hall .'tjoCon  tkH 

everichone. 
And  feyd,  Sir  Steward,  in  me  ihaQ  be  ho  let  r 
lamycomtoanfwerasmydayifieti  ijjf 

Do  me  ryght  andrefon ;  I  axe  yew  no  more^ 
So  (hall  I,  quod  the  fteward,  for  ther*to  I  unTworo.. 
He  ihall  have  right,  quod  Geffrey,  wher  thow  wok 
For  and  thow  mys  onys  thy  jug^ment  ondo.    [or  no, 
1  wall  to  the  Empei^our  of  Rome  my  cofyn^       2340 
For  of  o  cup  he  and  I  full  oft  have  dronk  the  wyne, 
And  yit  we  (hull  heraftir  as  oft  as  we  mete. 
For  he  is  long  the  gladder  when  I  fend  hym  to  gtete. 
This  Geffrey  (lode  upon  a  fourm,  for  he  wpld  be  fey 
^Z>ovea7/othirthe&ou\dris^tidthcGry,     .    ^341 
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And  (larid  al  about  with  his  lewd  herd, 
And  vf*i  yhold  a  vtty  fole  of  ech  man  hym  herd. 
The  (teward,  and  the  officers,  and  the  burgeyfis  all, 
Latighid  at. hym  hertUch ;  the  criour  gan  to  call 
The  burgeyfe  that  had  pleyd  with  Berynat  ches,  2350 
And  he  arofe  quiklich,  and  gan  hym  for  to  dres 
Afore  the  fteward  at  barr,  at  the  maner  is ; 
He  gan  to  tell  his  tale  wyth  grete  redines : 
Here  me,  Sir  Steward,  this  day  is  me  fet 
To  have  right  and  refon ;  I  aze  yew  do  bet,       ^355 
Of  Beryn  that  here  ftondith,  that  with  me  yiftirday 
Made  a  certen  covenaunt,  and  at  ches  we  did  pley. 
That  whofo  were  ymatid  of  us  both  too 
Shuld  do  the  todir*s  bidding,  and  yf  he  wold  nat  fo 
He  muft  drink  all  the  watir  that  fait  wer  in  the  fe : 
Thus  ( to  hym  forid  and  he  alfo  to  me .  2361 

To  preve  my  tale  trew  I  am  nat  all  aloon : 
Up  rofe  10  burgeyiis  quyklich  anoon, 
And  affermyd  eviry  word  of  his  tale  foth, 
And  made  them  all  redy  for  to  do  their  othe.    3365 
Evander  the  fteward,  Beryn,  now,  quod  he, 
Thow  moft  anfwere  nede ;  it  woll  noon  othir  be : 
Take  thy  counfell  to  the  :  fpede  on ;  I  have  doon. 
Beryn  held  hym  ftyll :  Geffrey  fpak  anoon ;       [yew 
Now  be  my  trowith,  quod  Geffrey,  I  mcrvcUmuch  of 
To  bid  us  go  to  counfell,  and  knowith  me  wife- 
inowghe,  2371 

And  evir  full  aviiid,  in  twynkelyng  of  an  eye. 
To  make  a  fliort  arfwcr  but  yf  my  mowitKbo.  <ir«? » 


Aod  to  be  in  anfwcr  her  thi>  lame  day ;  [wej 

So  walkyng  ro  the  flrondw«td  we  birgeynyii  by  the 
That  1  fhuld  have  the  mvchuidire  ilut  Be tyn  wiLti 

hym  brought, 
Wherof  1  am  kU,  u  fiil  Toy  ind  booght,  1405 

In  coveuauDie  chat  I  fliuld  his  fltippit  fill  aj^eyn 
Of  oiy  Durcbandife,  fuch  ai  he  lofore  hadfcyn 
In  myn  awn  plafc,  howHt  to  or  thre, 
FuUufinaTiJiandireasthcy  myght  be; 
And  I  am  eiirrcdy,  wheofoever  he  woll,  I410 

I.cc  hym  go  or  £uiJe,  and  charge  his  fhippifi  full 
Of  fuch  marchandilc  aa  he  Gndith  there. 
For  in  fuch  wordis  we  acordit  were. 
Up  rofe  I  burgeyCs,  not  tho  that  rofe  toforc, 
Uutocbir,  and  nude  thcra  redy  tohaiefwure  2415 
That  every ,wutd  of  Hanjibald,  from  the  begynnyng 

to  the  end. 
Was  foth  and  ekctrewe,  and  with  their  mtnOi; 
FuUptcft  they  wci  to  prcve;  and  I'tydihey  wer  ptc- 
At  coucnjunl  making  by  Ciod  onmiporvBt .         [fent 
It  iliallnalnede, quod  Gtffrfiy.whils  that  Iherefloiid, 
Fur  I  woll  prsTC  It  Biy  felf  with  my  right  honde. 
For  I  have  been  in  foui  batcllis  hcrctorore,        3413 
And  this  Ih^U  be  the  fift,  and  therfor  I  am  Twote. 
Beholdith,  aiidleith,  andturnyd  iiym  about; 
The  toward  and  the  burgeyfeganiydallab.-icl;  341; 
TlieRomeynBt]cldih<.'milil],and]awhghiabucah:.', 
Wytli  that  cMit  tU(  blyr.d  ir.an  hii  ulu  to  ccd^:;, 

rt-'^f  ri.  X 


tit       TBI  HtlCBANT'j  gXCDNr  TAlfe,  Vt. 

'rhst  Cod  h^  grant  wyniiTng'  ri^t  ai  he  hith 
Beryn  mi)  ^il  cnm|iaiiy  (limd  ill  aflry vyd    [(Jtrviil. 
,  Hotwtnehopeiftddrttic.riKhl  inbi^  diflrei,  »43» 
for  of  weU  or  of  woo  Ihey  had  no  Ckernca. 
tStiyii,  quod  th»  blynd,  thou^^lic  1  may  nat  fee 
KtPudnereyiUhebair,  tny  romyngwfor  the, 
'IJul  wronEfutlich  ihow  willioUifl  my  both  to  eyen, 


■Ih=nichltok<ilhi:for!.t 

vmc.  andquyUidilonw 

hijcn, 

»41J 

Andlakelhtmmi 

coven  aunt  was. 

lirryn.lukcnon 

tnennys  cafe. 

DutODiilichofniyn 

itmsmoftanhond. 

Now  bltffid  hi  G 

brought  the  10  l}iu 

lond! 

For  fith  oDr  lid  paiting  irteris  344a 

Have  I  letefortKy  lnve,  tn«         1  tymc  pirtincrij 

t>f  w)  [i.iyiig  aod  of  LeJing  wtre  yerit  fele, 

And  evir  I  fond  th«  trcivc,  lyl  at  the  lafl  thow  dIJill 

;Vw(y  myth  my  too  tyco  that  T  loke  lo.  the        [flcle 

To  fc  thitliegetours  plcy  and  their  fBinte,  54^ 

At  yidirdiy  hire  <n  thit  fame  pltTe 

I'Dfore  yew,  Sir  Steward,  rcherSd  a>  it  ns«. 

}  ull  trew  i>  that  byword,  A  mif,  HfinrfabkU 

J.iJilh  eft BrjarJ f rim  bi>-^>H pail.  1449 

l!crjn,by  the  1  nieen,  thongh  thow  make  it  (Iraung^ 

i-.vthowknowift  tfdwlythat  Imadenochaunge 

Of  my  good  eycn  for  thyn  thai  badder  were. 

'1  i.rrwilh  ftode  up  burgeyfcfour  witnesto  here. 


ow  (huldiib  ne vir  fare  the  bet,  but  the  wore,  in  fay^ 
al  thing  may  be  flill  now  for  the  in  houfe  and  way, 
dyf  thowhaddin  thyn  eycn  thou  woldifl  no  coun- 

fellhele;  i^Oo 

now  wele  by  thy  fifnamy  thy  kynd  wer  to  (lele : 
d  eke  it  is  thy  profite  and  thyn  efe  alfo 
be  Uynd  as  thow  art;  for  now  wherfo  thow  go 
ow  hail  thy  ly  vlode  whils  thow  art  alyve,     24  64 
d  yf  thow  myghtid  fe  thow  fliuldiil  nevir  thryve* 
the  houfe  throughout  fave  Beryn  and  his  feris 
wghid  of  Geffrey,  that  watir  on  their  leris 
n  down  from  their  eycn  for  his  malid  wit» 
^that  cam  the  woman,  hir  tung  was  nat  fclyt, 
^th  13  burgeyii?,  and  women  alfo  fcle,  2470 

:r  quarel  for  to  preve,  and  Beryn  to  apele, 
[th  a  feir  knave  child  yloke  wy thin  their  armys, 
id  gan  to  tel  her  tale  of  wrongis  and  of  harmys, 
d  eke  of  unkyndnes,  untrowith,  and  falihcdc, 
lat  Beryo  had  y  wrought  to  hir,  that  quyutlich  from 

hiryedc  2475 

loonopponherweddingfWhenhehiswyllhaddoon, 
id  brought  hir  wyth  cbyld,  and  Icte  hir  fit  aloorv 


PiffBeryiitrin  'n  jrtrly  (hnl  Grtt^tj  tmH  hym  he^, 
Bii t  jftirtf d  tfint  hour  he  hBd  no  ciHlfc  lo  J-clp;  [pflt. 
■Whtrforlhcy  made  much  forowc,  thnl  dole  wji  and 
GoflrcjiefthyififiEhfore:  What  deTiLisycwfqnoJ 
What  rtc«^;p*  W  forj  wliils-I  fiond  here  ?  \hi: 
IbTiiTfatMrtblimiidycwhrTW  and  in  what  Diane« 
'iliitlfcWitnTiIhitli.rTidbryRglheminriiefciiH.' 
\i  yc  (Tond  plede  km  Well  a9  I  full  lltrTl  troM  ye  fW. 
riiikiipthyh(Tt,quw!Ocf(h;y,  BCTyn.lfptfcctorht 
.l.f>re[hyllhib  lewd,  quod  Bcryn  (ohym  ige;  ijil 
ItQOitli  no  lliiiig  .ivoill  tlial  forowecomonlhyhcdc; 
It  f'  id(  wohh  »  fly  bI  Ihat  llmw  hnfl  fryde, 
IlivcWrWrlsr.ow  for  Co  think  oppon 
SatThttc  to  i»rgiH  ?  Mnchyti  rofe  anoon,  IjtJ 

/MiJwenttolhebsir.andEan  lo  tel!  his  talc; 
He  was  01  fs!«  H!  Judas,  that  M  Crifle  »t  fale. 
KIrStewatttitpiWlhilMacliyil.aiidthcinrpryfejIlp 
K.".o^vit^i^i^elchowMe^anwilhIi^^Jl^landwit^patll 
And  otMI-iBaichnidifr,  Irnoytte  ago  jjjP 

Vtnt  lowanl  Rome,  and  how  that  I  alfi 
HaTiT  ctiqucl-cd  fith,  36  rrfrn  n-oll  atiri  kyndc, 
Si^hhelvw  Iny  fadir,  to  know  of  hL"  ende; 
lut  yit  Glh  hi5-dclKirtin(!;  ty!  it  was  yiftirday 
IMct  r  iic»ir  tKatUre  that  me  coud  wiifti  or  fa.y  151J 
l^iTdyrrM  uf  mj-  fadir,  dede  othir  ilyve ; 
Cut.  hietnif  }k  God  in  ht«n  1  ilithia  thrr'!*rdyvc 
The  knyff  I  ptff  my  fadir  wan  yiAirdBy  yfotinai 


^Bl  UCRCRANT*8  8EC0KD  TALC,  li 

*Tht  knyf  I  know  wel  inowe ;  alfo  the  man  (1 
And  dwellith  in  thix  town,  and  is  a  cotelen 
That  made  the  fame  knyf  wyth  his  too  hon 
That  vrtlt  1  wooc  there  is  noon  like  to  fech : 
For  .^  precioufe  ftonys  been  wythin  the  haf 
Pcrfedlich  ycoochit,  and  fotillich  by  craft 
Fndcndit  tn  the  haft,  and  that  right  coriou: 
A  faphir,  and  a  faltdone,  and  a  rich  ruby. 
The  cotekre  cam  lepeing  forth  with  a  bold 
And  feyd  to  the  fteword  that  Machyn  told 
Every  word  is  trew,  fo  beth  the  ftonys  fet ; 
I  made  the  knyf  my  felf,  who  myght  know 
A  nd  toke  theknyifto  Machyn ,  and  he  me  pa 
So  is  this  felon  giky ;  there  is  no  more  to  tt 
Up  arofe  bnrgeyfis  by  i  by  3  by  4, 
And  fcy'd  they  wer  prefent  the  fame  tymc 
When  Machyn  wept  fore,  and  brought  1 

gownd, 
And  gaf  hym  the  fame  knyifoppon  the  fee 
Beth  ther  eny  mo  pleyntifs  of  record  ? 
Quod  Geffrey  to  the  fteward :  and  he  agcy 
Howfemeth  the,  Gylhochet,  beth  ther  nat  i 
Make  thyn  anfwer,  Beryn,  cafe  that  thow  1 
For  oon  or  othir  thow  muft  fey,  alchou, 

aTaille, 
And  but  thow  Icfc  or  thow  go  methinktth  ^ 
Beryn  goith  to  counfell  and  his  company. 
And  GcfTrev  bode  bchindc  loViti  ixvQT^'axv" 


ArJloQicw  ihe  hurgtyte  [bnicwhatDthiihetr; 
And  fcy4,  BuL  1  make  ({>?  pleyntifi  for  lo  fnieit, 
Aiii)aUethaCt^ciniQeyni(itii)i,ltrsugtiiihat>kylr)^, 
1  wollgtintyc-HtakutiiitErifrfnrayhcJi!.     ijB* 
My  mnlUr  hat  counfcJl,  l>ul  cuunfeU  haih  he  nnm, 
Fur  but  I  byni  help  he  i>  circa  undnon  i  [lUb 

Uutlwollhelphymilihailcin.iindmeyiitenehjir 
By  my  pow«andconnyiig,fo  1  loi  bound  ihtt'io; 
Tor  1  ihirtl  wage  balrEll  wylh  yew,  though  yce  b: 
firqng,  [wrong; 

1  hit  my  nijiller  n  in  the  trowllh  and  ye  be  in  ihc 
Poraod  wchavcUwe  1  nc  hnldytw  bucdiftroifd 
In  ycwr  ava  TaLiheJe,  (a  l>e  jet  tmv  afpifld  ;      3^97 
Whcrfor  jit  or  eve  I  flial  abate  ycwr  pride,        [hide. 
That  fomof  yew  ihali  he  light  feyo  to  Oyok  away  and 
'!:htbuigi;jIiigQniolawgh,sndI(Qrnydlijnith«'tD. 
(^ylhuthct,qoud  Hvander,  and  thuw  cawdiA  To 
Eryngit  thmahnut  itptre  areily  wey. 
He  is  a  good  fool,  quod  Han^hald,  in  Cay, 
Toputhyrafelf  bIoob  in  llrengiih  and  eke  in  wit 
Ageyojtalllbcburgeyiis  thii  on  ihii  bench  Gc  i£cj 
What  cUtiris  ihii,  quod  Mschyii.  nl  .by  with  afole '. 
1'y'i'c  '■'  now  to  wnrch  with  foni  othir  (ole. 
For  I  amcciteynartheiranrwei'  thalthejr  wolfail, , 
And  lyf  for  iyf  of  my  fadir  wliat  may  that  avaii  ? 
M'hcr'for  bcth  aviCd,  for  I  am  In  no  dome   .     i&io 
'I'lic  goodis  been  fuHLcient  to  pan  al  aboutc,  , 
Hr)  may  efery  jMity  plcynlif  have  hii  part. 
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And  ckc  it  were  untrowith  and  eke  grcte  fj-n 
But  eche  of  os  that  picynith  myght  fomwhat  wyn. 
Hanybald  bote  hi^  lippis,  and  herd  them  both  wele ; 
Towching  the  marchandife  o  tale  I  (hall  yew  tell, 
And  eke  make  a  vow,  and  hold  my  heheft,        a6i8 
That  of  the  marchandife  yewr  part  (ball  be  led  ; 
For  I  have  made  a  bargeyn  that  may  nat  be  undo ; 
I  wolliiold  his  covenaunt  and  he  ihal  myn  alTo. 
Up  roos  quicklich  the  bnrgcyfe  Syrophanes ; 
Hanybald,  quod  he,  the  law  goith  by  nolanys. 
But  hohl  ferth  the  ftrcyt  wey,  even  as  doith  a  lyne ; 
I'or  yiftirday  when  Bcryn  with  me  did  dyne      ^C^s 
I  wa^  the  firft  perfon  that  put  hym  in  areft ;         [hcfl 
And  for  he  wold  go  large  thow  haddid  in  charge  and 
To  fefc  both  (hip  and  goodis  til  1  were  anfw(.'rid; 
l*hen  muft  1  firft'befervid,  this  knowith  al  men 
ylcrid.  a6a9 

The  wgman  ftode  be(idis,  and  cried  wondir  fa(l, 
Ful  foth  In  that  byword.  To  pot  tvbo  comytb  lafi 
Tie  vtorjl  is  fervid:  and  fo  it  farith  by  me  r 
Yit  nethirles.  Sir  Steward,  T  tnift  to  yewr  lent^, 
'J'bat  knowith  beft  my  caafe  and  my  trew  cntent; 
I  axe  yew  DO  m^re  but  rightftil  jugdment :        1635 
Let  me  have  part  with  othir  (ith  he  my  hulbond  is : 
(^ood  Sir,  beth  avifid;  I  axe  yew  nat  amys. 
Thus  they  gon  to  (Iryvc,  and  wer  of  high  mode 
For  to  depart  emong  them  othir  mennys  good, 
Whcr  they  tofore  had  ncvir  propcrtc,  2640 

Kc  ncvir  (huld  thcrcaftir  by  doom  of  cr^^U.\ 


dJO        TBI  MeSCDANl    S  ECCONB   r«t>,  U^f. 

Bil;  ihfj  had  nihir  ciufe  then  they  had  tho. 
Bcryn  was  *t  coanfcU,  his  hsri  wa»  full  woo, 
AnJ  hia  mcyny  Tory,  dillrakt,  and  il  amayide. 
For  itio  they  Icvid  noon  othir  but  Ceflrey  had  lo- 
(nyidc;  l6U 

Bccaufc  he  was  fa  locg  [hey  coad  no  manerridc, 
Buc  eTeiich  by  hymrdl' wi^lhcd  he  had  be  dcde. 

0  iryghtful  God '.  thty  fcyd,  1  trow  toforc  chii  lilT 
Wjsnevirgreutrmfon,  tere,  oofTray,  it^J 
Vn-rought  Diuo  mankind  th? a  now  is  to  us  here, 
Andnamelithhy  thi«  GciFrey  wiih  hi»  fotitchcre; 
So  fciihful  hcmadc  it  he  wold  i»  hejp  cchnoc. 
And  DOW  we  be  ymyryd  he  letith  ui>  £i  iluon. 

Of  CcRVcy,  quod  Beryn,  be  as  ii  be  may  ; 
Wc  muc  anluin  ^de,  tliei  ianonii  othir  way;  i&jl 
And  ther'fia  let  (neknow  your  wit  BodyoBTConuIiilt. 
Tlity  wept,  ind  wrong  their  hondls,  asdflMi  to  wuUb 
The  tymeihatlheywerbore.aodfliortlyoftlirlym 
They  wisfliidihat  they  wer.  With  that  cameCr&f 
Tailing  them  lowardi,  and  began  to  Tmylc.  (bli'f, 
Biryn  axiJGtffrcy  wher  he  had  be  a1  the  while.' 
lUvc  mercy  nppon  us,  and  belji  uB»Ethow  hight. 

1  wuihelpyowiight.welelhrough  grace  of  Godd'ii 

might ;  9662 

And  1  csn  teiJyow  tiding  of  their  gDvemaonc!:. 
I  h L  yllaiid^aJteri: alieuneandllryfiiipayDtioprauilce 
I'n  depart  your  goodi«,  and  levjih  VLrriJy 

1  hii  it  werini^o&^viit.*  w«siKd.^i 
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)ut  their  high  pride  and  their  pr«fumpcioone 
3hal  be  yit  or  eve  their  confuiloune; 
^nd  to  make  amendis  ech  man  for  his  pleynt,  2670 
Let  fc  ther*for  your  good  avife  how  they  might  be 

ateynt. 
rhe  Romeynsftode  flill,  as  who  had  (hor  their  hedc. 
n  feith,  quod  Beryn,  we  can  no  maner  rede, 
But  in  God  and  yew  we  fubmit  us  all, 
Body,  lyf,  and  goodis,  to  (lond  or  to  fall,  ^^»75 

And  nevir  for  to  trafers  0  word  that  thow  feyil; 
Help  us,  good  Geffrey,  as  wele  as  thou  mayft. 
Deperdeux  !  quod  Geffrey,  and  I  woU  do  me  peyn 
To  help  yow  as  my  connyng  woU  ftrech  and  ateyp. 
rhc  Romeyns  went  to  barr,  and  Geffrey  altofore 
With  a  nice  countenaunce,  barefote,  and  to  tore, 
Pleying  with  a  yerd  he  bare  in  his  honde,  2682 

And  was  cvir  wiftlyng  at  every  pafe  comaunde. 
The  fteward  and  the  burgeyfis  had  game  inowghe 
Df  Geffrey*is  nice  comyng,  and  hertlich  lowghe ; 
And  eche  man  feyd,  Gylhochet,com  nere  j        a686 
rhow  art  right  welcome,  for  thow  makift  us  chere. 
rhc  fame  welcom,  quod  Geffrey,  that  yee  woll  us 
Falloppon  yewr  hedis,  I  pray  to  God,  and  wers. 
rhey  held  hym  for  a  verry  fole,  but  he  held  them 

wel  more ;  2690 

^nd  Co  he  made  them  in  byeff  tyme,  all  ihough  they 

wer  nat  fliorc. 


Slyntith  Bow,  qucd  Gd&ey,  ind  let 

Ot  myrttils  and  afj^iljmeicnaw  toccfu. 
And  fpgke  of  otbit  inner  tliat  wc  havi:  to  ijuoa. 
For  and  we  hew  amjrsthy  menerllone  *^9S 

Wl-  knowwele  in  cetleyn  what  pardon  wcftul  hare; 
Themareiiourncdcusloilcfenduidlkve. 
My  miltcr  halh  be  at  cuunTell,  aod  fui  »irid  ii 
That  I  Ihallhave  the  wardit.  TdcU  1  wclearmya  ; 
Wherfor,  Sir  Etcnraid,  ^uiuyc    utgcyliis^U,        ijco 
•Sittit1iupri)fht,aDdwrititli|iat.£arAveii(  Mristh-il  ma  J 
ForaadyEdameumrcn'ly-        >  ue  cny  wrong,.  [iJdl; 
Yelliullhere&iurnivd-h  :vir<b  ftroog,     ijoj 

Of  every  poyniand  ttutiii  grcte  haflc, 

For  he  uaatUDlmo'..: Jm^y  yow  cbaSe: 

HulJforththeriglitwey,k..,    jynoCJe  lanyi. 
Andastnivdiiogtbe  firilplcyutif  Syrophancs, 
Thatpleydwithmy  niaIUryiftirda.y  itchea,    a'jt.t 
And  mad?  a  tciceyn  coTcoauote,  who  that  hii  the 
In  tlie laH  i^me,  al  thou|[hc  I  iver  rat  there,      [wen 
3hul(i  do  the  todir'i  bidding,  whatfocvir  it  wtr. 
Or  drjaJf  ail  the  watir  that  lill  wer  in  thEft*  j 
That  I  irowe,  Sir  Sttwaid,  ye  woll  record  the  pie. 
And  yf  I  have  ymiilid  ia  Ictlir  or  id  word 
Thelawe,  wol  Ibe  rewUdaftiryewrrecoidi    971J 
Tor  wcbe  fnl  avifid  in  this  wife  toanfwerc 
£vandw  the  ftcward,  and  at  men  that  wer  t^^^e, 

Hqd  nicrvil  muctiot  Gtfftfj.'LVivV'tt?  Wdeljr, 

Whole  wordis  totote  iem-iiaMiNl , 


TBK  MBKCBANT*S  SECOND  TALE,  l^C,      %S3 

Akiid  wer  aftooyed  deen,  and  gaii  for  to  drcde,  2720 
A.nd  ev*ry  man  tyl  othir  lenyd  with  his  hede, 
/Vnd  feyd  he  reported  the  tale  right  formally ; 
He  was  no  fole  in  certen,  but  wife,  ware,  and  fcly. 
For  he  hath  but  yjapid  us  and  fcornyd  heretofore, 
And  we  have  hold  hym  a  fole,  but  we  be  wel  more. 
I'hus  they  flodied  on  Grefirey,  and  laughid  tho  right 
naught.  2726 

When  Gefifrey  had  afpied  they  wer  in  fuch  thought. 
And  their  hertis  trobelid,  penfyf,  and  anoyed, 
Hym  lyfl.  to  dryve  in  bet  thenayl,  till  they  were  fully 
Soveren  Sin»,  he  feyd,  iith  that  it  fo  is  [cloy id. 

That  in  reporting  of  our  pie  ye  fynd  nothing  amys, 
As  provith  wele  yowr  fcilence,  eke  ye  withfeyth  nat 
O  word  of  our  tale,  but  clene  without  fpot,       2733 
Then  to  our  anfwer  1  prey  yow  take  hede, 
For  we  wol  fey  al  the  trowith  right  as  it  is  in  dede ; 
For  this  is  foth  and  certen,  it  may  nat  be  withfeyd, 
That  Beryn  that  here  ftondith  was  thus  ovirpleid 
In  the  laft  game,  when  wagir  was  opon ; 
But  that  WAS  his  fufferaunce,  as  ye  ihuU  here  anoor, 
For  io  all  this  cete  tker  n*ys  no  maner  man       2740 
Can  pley  beiir  at  ches  then  my  maftir  can ; 
Ne  bet  then  I,  though  I  it  fey,  can  nat  half  fo  much; 
Now  how  he  loft  it  by  his  wyll  the  caufe  I  woll  tcchc ; 
for  ye  wend  and  ween  that  ye  had  hym  engyncd, 
But  ye  ihul  fele  in  every  vcyn  that  ye  be  undimiiDcd . 
F9Ume  ri,  \ 


a54       mt  MtaOBAMT'i  SKOOlfD-TA&ll^  lef^ 

Andybroa|fkt>lil'gnKiiul,Widc]Mo«inB«ficb.  a^^S 
A od  agesft the  firft  that  Btrjn 'M'sctifid :  ■  •  .  • 
]  lerith  ntwcMeofeyflich.'  When  wc  wu'^'thtiiiw 
.Suck  » temptftidii  «•  lUl-thatiMQiik  ntygbt  othir  lb'- •  • 
Of  thundir^  ^"yocls  andHghteAjpfiffi.  ^itOmpmytadUi 
FiftenedayiKliiriBgtlMlimpeAiistttib  ft«Ui|f  [anMigk 
That  edMB«M»>tiU^»thiic  b^Mi  hym-ftr  to  Huffw^-  *■' 
And  made  their  avowis,  yf  they  myght  kvm  thelyvc, 
Som toie ^« fepnlklr^.and tfomto oihir ptofe^  9754 
To  fech  holy  feyniMfbriMdfi['aDdf(U'-f|t«ec|' 
Som  to-fisft  imd  dopei|iWMMModi«iU|  do«idtyCMt| 
Tyl  at  laft,  as  Ocd^wold,  atWiili'ltfu^Jbyiif  >■ — 
In  our  mdft-ttinnMt^  aS(l4efpclWfc;9f<ny9#i  -   * 
'  ( hatyf  we  *mM  h*  hmd-vkyktiMxrinihhjftm  h^ 
Be  f^ith  aadiAe  h$  Tow^whakike  cwii^'lM4^>t7M 
To  drink  alth0fakwatirwit^iD*the^.AroBd^.    ■ 
Without  ^riridiig  eoy  fope  of)tht'fr«8Cbiwasifs;.{iMrt 
And  taught  hyin  al  the  fotilte^h^otv^Midi*  ^mhu  w^ 
T  hat  he  Ihtdd  trk-cli  by^ngync  4ii4hf  E'foUU  4hiM«i| 
To  drink  all  the  (alt  watiraRdJiave  hymleif  Im  hftrmi 
Butftopthcfreflirifer8:byeveryxoRlidt/*  .     tjH 
'  I  hat  they  entir  nat  in  the  fe  thorough  the  world  wyda 
i  he  voife  we  herd  but  naught  we  faw{  (b  wer  ouf 

witts  ravid, 
Vc.v  this  was  end  fynally,  yf  we  luft  be  TaTid.      ij6^ 
\Vhtr'forniymaflerBeryn,whenhecani  rothi^por^ 
'Vo  his  avow  and  prcmys  he  made  his  firft  rcfort, 


Or  that  he  wold  bergeyn  eny  mBrchandifc, 
And  right  doith  thefe  nulrchandls  in  the  fame  wife 
^liat  maken  their  aVowU  in  favinj^  of  their  l)'v'in, 
*X.hej  compietyn  their  rpiigremagit  or  they  fc  their 
wyvii.  4773 

SQ-mowe  ye  ondirAondthat  my  mailer  Beryn 
/Qf  fre  will  was  ymatid ,  as  he  that  wa^  a  pilgrym, 
And:myght  oat  perfonrm  by  many  thowfand  part 
His  anrow  aod  his  heft  wythout  right  fotil  art, 
Wichoat  help  and  ftrengith  of  maoy  mennys  myght . 
Sir  Steward,  and  Sir  Burj^eyfe,  if  we  (hul  have  righr 
/wTDpbancs'muft  do  coft  and  arentnre  2781 

To  fiop  al  theirefli  ryvers  into  the  fee  that  entir, 
For  beryn  it  redy  in  al  thing  hym  to  quyte, 
So  he  be.  in  defautemtdl  pay  for  the  wite. 
Sitb  yo  been  wife  al  what  nede  is  mach  clatir  ? 
Hlher  was  do  covenaunte  them  betwene  to  drink  frclb 
watir.  fljb: 

■WhenSirophaneft  had  yherd  al  GeJSrey*ft  tale 
tie  ftode  ai  ahasihid^  with  colour  waaand  pale, 
And  lokid  oppon  the  (leward  with  a  rewful  chcrc. 
And  on  othir  frcndfliipaad  neyghbours  he  had  there. 
And  preyd  them  of  coimfcU  the  anfwere  to  reply. 
Thci'e  Romcyn6,<]uod  the  {leward,heen  wondirfcly. 
And  eke  right  ymmagytyf,  and  of  fotil  art, 
That  I  am  in  grctc  dinwte  how  yee  fliui  depart  179  ~ 
Withcmt  harm  in  oon fide :  our  iawis,  well  thow  Vfoi'- . 
Is  to  pay  damagis,  and  tkc  alfu  the  cod. 


iS^     TBI  aillCBAVT'S  v.^. 

Of  every  partyfteityf  tlwrliHitfila  JjifyMjf  tt  . 
Jjci  hjm  go  qayt  1  wwinfrlliyfitMiijrftfbajyieyl 
I  merveiU-^ttodSiroplttiietjoftiMirfttilte,    -  sSi 
But  iith  that  it  fo  ftooditl),  mdimf  bopo  otUrbe 
I  do  woll  be  counfeU,  and  gnumtid  BcryD'^nyta. 
L-ut  Geffrey  thongbt  anodiir.andiviciMat  ic^toet 
Sirs,  he  feyd,  me  wetith  wde  that  ytwol'dovi  ri^ 
And  fo  ye  maft  nedii,  and  li^ye  haveai  Mj^ite; 
And  theiibre.  Sir  Steward,  ye  tocd^iy  Mnr  plafe, 
And  ye  know  wek  what  law  wolintiiiscale;  s8i 
^ymaAiruKdytoperfbanoahitavnw.  : 
But  natheleft,  quod  the  fieward,  I  canoat  wale  hoi 
To  ftop  aU  tfae.frefli  wicir  were  polihiliie,        ski 
y  ift,  in  ibch,  qaod  Geffrey^  who  had  of  foU  pkaMi 
As  mao  cond  wHh  and  it  mygfat  weilbe  do  s 
But  that  ii  nat  our  defante,  he  hath  fw attar  Mk 
JLethymgroto-iohaiie,  orfindoafoerle  tSl 

To  make  amcDdit  to  Bcryn  for  his  ioiqaite,  [oow 
Wrong,  and  hano,  aod  trefpai,  andmidewe  wexaci 
i.oft  of  iale>  and  marchandife^  difefe,  aod  tribohd 

onne. 
That  we  have  fufteayd  thoroagh  hif  iniqoite. 
What  vaylith  it  to  tary  u»  /  for  though  ye  fotil  pgf 
4  We  ihull  have  refon  wher  ye  wol  or  no,  t8t< 

!  So  w  oil  we  that  ye  knowe  what  that  we  woU  do ; 

1  n  ci.rten  full  aviiid  to  Ifope  for  to  pafe, 
Aau  declare  every  poynt,  the  mort  and  eke  the  lafc 
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iatx>f  yeur  opyh  errours  hath  pleyn  corrcdioanc, 
id  age^rot  his  jvgement  is  noon  prote^onne : 
e'is  yewr  lord  riall,  and  foveren  jugge  and  lele, 
utand'ye  workin  eny  poynt  to  hym  liith  our  apele. 
when  the  fteward  had  y  herd ,  and  the  bargeyils  alic , 
aisrGefiErey  had  yfteryd,  that  went  fo  nighe  the  ga] ! . 
hat  for  ihame,  and  drede  of  more  harm,  and  re- 

l^effe,  4830 

ley  made  Sitviphanes,  weer  hym  looth  or  leffe, 
)  take  Beryngagc,  and  plegg  find  alfo, 
)  byde  the  ward  and  j  og^ement  of  that  he  had  myfdo . 
»w  fcrthermore,  quod  Geffrey,  fith  that  at  fo  is 
latof  the  firft  pleynVyf  we  have  iikemes,       2835 
>w  to  the  Marchant  we  muft  nedis  anfwere, 
lat  bergeyticd  with  Beryn  al  that  his  fliippis  bere, 
covenaunte  that  he  ihuld  his  fliippis  fill  ageyn 
'othir  marchandife  that  he  tofore  had  feyn 
Hanybald*is  pble,  howfis  to  or  thre,  2840 

ill  of  marchandife  as  they  might  be ; 
:t  us  pasthidir,  yf  eny  thing  be  there 
:  our  lull  and  liking,  as  they  accordit  were, 
raunt  wele,  quod  Hanybald,  thow  axift  but  righte '; 
p  aroiie  tlicfe  burgcyfisyThow  aiiii  hot  right.  1845 
M  fteward  and  his  comperis  cntrid  firft  the  howfc, 
ad  faw  nothing  within,  draw,  ne  leff,  ne  mowfe, 
▼etymbir,  and  the  tyle  {lonys,andthe  wallis  white. 
row,  quod  the  ileward,  the  wynnyng  woll  be  buc 

lite.   .  %%A9 

"I 


Thu  P- —  wall  now  gn  ia  Hm^hald-B  pliTW^I 
I'lir  Vi  nonn  otliit  but  ihry  wntl  be  Bttynt," 

Ani)  dcpin  hem  in  echone.  uid  wait  nut  hymrelre. 
A'Cnaia^  icy  were  cntrid  ihsyfawno  mancr  felic, 
Tor  foiiioi  i-hdrhrrt,  but.  a>  [nfbic  ittcyrt,  3  If  14 
T  hf  hnwfc  wos  ciccn  yfwcpt ;  thrn  Gtih-ey  feir  Ihcr 
To  help  yf  he  coud.  Let  nit  aloon.  quod  he,  [preyde 
Yit  Ihtil  they  have  the  wer;  as  ToCJl  as  ihey  be. 
Kvandei  the  flenar'*  ie  while 

KpaUtDl  jey  ntorniyle} 

Thcngh  utie  ihei  Romeyiu  for  lo 

Yitltri,^  f^  put  hym  to  the  wen, 

For  I  am  I  in  ihey  (hul  nat  fyDd, 

What  fey  ^.  ■„. ..,/  {n  >.  quocllhe  blynd.' 

Tyl  Syrophsnes  hauc  of  Bar^n  i  pleyn  relefe,    )8«J 
Aad  10  malif  h\m  quyte  of  hin  rubin{(]i<iune, 
nil  wnllhnven(ip<teofhi<coatritioune. 
But  blow  hymalfofLTflya' lean  omiiy 
'I'ytl  t  ban  his  eyen  bcuh  to  away. 
MKwbbith.quodMachyn.sndlwnlhavebUlTflt, 
Inr  though  he  fiape  yew  all  with  me  woU  he  ml 
fliyffe.  »8;l 

Ent  be  right  feyn  in  bert  all  his  ^nd  forfike 
I  nr  tn  feape  wyih  his  lyf.  and  to  nie  it  take, 
li^ryn  and  hi.  (elefhip  wer  within  the  houfe,      tg-^ 
Aci  fpckiucf  vl-.cii  a;;lw£rj  and  made  but  Utillronfc, 


TBE  l»RCBANT*B  SICOKD  rAL^tt^C,      ^59 

But  evir  preyd  Geffrey  to  help  yf  he  coud  ought. 
I  well  nat  faill,  qaod  Geffrey,  and  was  tofore  b^- 
Of  too  botirfliis,  as  white  as  eny  fnowe ;      [though t 
He  lete  theni  flee  within  the  houfe,  that  aftir  on  the 

wowe 
They  clevid  wonder  faft,  as  their  kynd  woU,     2880 
Aftir  they  had  flew  to  reft  anothir  pull. 
When  Geffrey  faw  the  botirfliis  deving  on  the  wall 
The  fteward  and  the  burgeyfe  in  he  gan  call ; 
1.0 !  Sirs,  he  fayd,  whofo  evir  repent, 
We  have  chofe  niarchandife  moft  to  our  talent  2885 
That  we  fynd  herein.  Behold,  Sir  Hanybal, 
The  yondir  botirfliis  that  clevith  on  the  wall; 
Of  fuch  ye  muft  fill  our  fliippis  al  fjnre. 
Pluk  up  thy  hert  Beryn,  for  thowmoft  nedis  thryve ; 
For  when  we  oat  of  Rome  in  marchantfare  went, 
To  pnrchafe  botirfliis  was  our  moft  entent ;       2891 
Ylt  woU  I  tell  the  caufe  efpecial  and  why : 
There  is  a  leche  in  Room  that  hath  ymade  a  cry 
To  make  an-oyntement  to  cure  all  tho  ben  blynde. 
And  al  maner  infirttiytees  that  growith  in  manky  ndc. 
The  day  is  flier t  ( the  work  is  long :  Sir  Hanyball,  yc 

muthy.  ■"  2896 

When  Hanybald  herd  this  tale  he  fcyd  pryvcly 
In  connfcll  to  thv  fteward ;  In  foth  I  have  the  wers, 
For  I  am  ilkir  by  thi spleynt  that  fliall  I  litil  purs.  2S99 
So  me  femeth,  quod  the  fteward,  for  in  the  world 
So  many  botirfliis  wold  nat  be  founde  ^^>^tv^ 


For  thfnti 

ShvWAQiiirf»fiJPilii*ii*tri>fiti>mtpil«iiHi  ■' 

?:hefi  anawgitfiir  jjpiiirfiin  iiii»  %afi  ja^i  ».;> 

And  iHit^i|Mi  Mfwlis  iaffMii»iMlQM'aii>|ii|^ 

SowlM^feiAcMOBiftiiii  BgnirilwiiirMHrt^Lu^Klpp 

Fill  flat  iilimwiifcilMiMrl»imiftift>pijayHMigii ' 

\Vhcr7or 

And  f(^M]fMl4t| 

No,  he  r^rO^VylMB^jlhl^^  irn^f 

And  yk  l4»4kYUiiiii^:fiMl  Bje^iHlf  AhB.-::  .:l:«f9l 

Se  thes.waa4^j|||kfiiittai  ftU'the^aoc^ 

I  cannat  df, ;gii^o4jltoiyaf ^c ^itffujrttit  be 
But  that  y»fiii4Jbiniitirot9»ni«9er :  ; 

For  to  ky«.fv:V(  ioiUt:pliteii  wptjm^tai^iitaei^ 
I'hen  feyd  thbil^i^WliyTlr »in  unfid  bit  r '      ' '  • 
Beryn,  yeihiULwiUl^ilMdiriWithM^traiqrjIet, 
And  hav^myni^l^sivitbyov'tiwtifaeyiihepkfaov 
And  i  woiUiftw  greMra.tyU  y«  comeiigs.  -  .         {Te, 


Thus  was  their  coYen&tiDt tnade,  as  I  -to  vow  report. 
For  efe  of  thisblyiid,  and  mod  forfik>  comfort. 
But  wotkh'Wtt'ethe  whole  fciiAice  of  all  furgcry 
Was  onydioj'tiie-chaunge wasBfadi^of both  ryfe  29S9 
WithmaBy^ibtill  cDthantour'sand  (ikb  hygraxnanccrs, 
Thaf  fent  were  for  the  nonys  maftHs  and  fcoleris. 
So  whcn'allwas connplctetny  maOtr wcnt'his  wey 
With  this  mann'ya  eyen  and  {aw  all  the  p]<?y. 
And  hafllyretoumed  into  tlidt  plafe  ^ge,  2994 

And  fOild-tlHH  blynd  fechingt  on  hondit  and  oh  kiie, 
Grafpiog  allaboute  to  fynd  that  he  had'krei 
htryn  hh  both  <!y«n  that  he  had  tcfore. 
Btitas feneas  B<!ryn teid pleyn Ktiowleche  ■       1998 
I'Tiat  his  eycn  were  yloft,  unncth  he  myght  arechc 
O  word,  for  pure  anguyfli  that  h'e  toke  fcdenly, 
And  fi-om  that  day  till  now  nc  myght  he  nevir  fpy 
Thift  man  in  no  plafe  ther  law  was  ynlievid^ 
Butnow  in  hitf  prefence  the  foth  is  full  yprcvid, 
That  be  fhall  make  amendis  or  hh  hens  pas 
Right  as  the  lawc  wol  demc,  cthii-niorc  or  las :  3c  05 
Tor  my  ma(lr*is  eyen  were  betir  aiid  more  clere 
Then  th«fe  that  he  hath  now  to  ft  hoth  fer  and  nerc ; 
So  wold  he  have  his  own,  that-proper  were  of  kynd, 
For  h«fe€viF'redy  lo  take  to  the  blyndc  3c  09 

The  eyen  that  he  I«id  of  hym,  as  covcnaunc  \va% 
So  he  woll  do  the  fame.   Now,  Sovcrcns,  in  thi?.  cafe 
Ye  mut  take  hcde  for  to  deme  ri;;ht. 
For  it  wci  no  refon  my  maflir  Ciuld  Icfc  his  C:^V.t 


a64   Tw  iwinNa&!a4iin¥iwiiiMi»,iHH 


For  hbtrgw.lMrt  ■jnii.liilfmiiimityiiMh  ww  rvl  ? 
Beryn,  quodOi^ WM:|Im  iiffi^MhftMMkf .»l9ttU 

My  quarcU^»yjwfcg3t«iii4t>li<ipj|hf|i<  •  I 

So  mut  ti?p<g|iroitem<t  wni  hjuwin^ialBii  = ./ 

For  to  m^^WPffrttobM^MwhiliftfJlBii  Sfidl^ttiy 
Sir  Steward,  do  ujiliiiW^ Alt W«jMl«jhP«tiiM^  '.a 
As  we  beea^  ffiilrtplUliPllthHiMWH  mt^f 
fitttpleyni»tatl^!lpw,yfi%]qBI>fkAPii(i^  S..A 
AnooD  opon  4»»;Q<fey.thef^>|||^j>»|l  j(|il»  Wl  v 
The  blyad  <imfoa4'|Mto«tt€pf  iAiliMl*!^^ 
And  were  fenttidi*  tbfl  copr|.D9^kfriMh«|ligiB^^ 
For  thougho-^OHit  Jiff  b^pdik:!inrfi(|il  Alldillft«Mll 

And  more  waiM  lyupt  ifOliiie.UiniVi^U^pji^^    l^ 
Now  herith,  Sum  <VKxi  Qfffiwf:»  U»t^fl|]Rlli(^llM9 
aifurid;  ,    .  .  •   i  vrj.I-;  '.12  si  cuaa  r- '. ; 

And  as  anend  the  fecth  thU  w^ifflp  j^filfanf  r<Mi  J^^ftp 
That  pleynichbcKpn  j3(er7P«JU)di«)tfW^ 
And  that  ihe  h4t|^  tptipj  ^  dcy 4«d  ai»<T«ffMiljfc» 
And  much  fotow  endiirid  hii^child  toifMftfff  y  :.  -    • 
And  al  Is  foth  and  trew.  Now  rightfiilHeh  tor.dcQie 
Whether  of  them  both  ihali  othir  abey^.  3<^S4 

And  fulowe  will  and  lullis,  Sir  Steward,  yc  ttipt  fey. 
And  therewith  GeiTrey  lokid  adde  on  this  woman 
How  ilie  chaungit  colours,  pale  and  eke  wao. 
All  fur  nought,  quod  Geffrey,  for  ye  mut  with  UBgo, 
And  endure  wl^  your  hufboud  both  wele  ^q4  WOo: 


Tiii  MBiLCBANT*s  stcatfo'  TALK,  Is'a    t6s 

And  Wold  have  take  her  by  the'  bond,  bat  Ihe  awey 
did  breyde,  3040 

And  with  a  grete  fighing  theTe  wordis  ih^  feyd ; 
That  ageynti  Beryn  (he  wokl  piede  no  mare, 
But  gagid  with  too  borowis,  as  othir  had  di>f  6£ore. 
The  fleward  fat  as  ilill  as  who  had  ih(5r  hit  hede, 
And  fpecially  the  pleyntifis  were  in  nmch  drede:  3045 
Geffrey  fet  his  wordis  in  fuch  nianer'wUe    . 
l^hat  wele  they  wift  they  myght  nac  icape  in  no  wife 
Wi  thout  l(ifs  of  goodis  for  damage  and  for  cbft , 
For  fuch  wcr  their  lawis  whcr  pieyntiswer  yloft.  3049 
Geffrey  had  full  perfe^'te  of  their  euciombirm^nt, 
And  eke  he  was  iu  certen  that  the  jug^ment 
Shuld  pas  with  his  mallir ;  whcrfur'he  anoon-, 
Sovereii  Sirs,  hcfeyd,'yit  mail  wefertfair  goon,  [his 
And  aufwere  to  thifrMachvn,  that  fcith.the!  knife  is 
That  found  was  oD'i^ayn ;  cher'of  he  fei th hat  aniys.: 
Aiid  for  more  pr8&  he  felth- in  thik  niahbrc        305 6 
l^hat  here  fldndith  prefent  thc.fame  cotelere 
That  the  kiiyfe  mtdc;  and  the  preddus  (lonys  thre 
Within  the  haft  been  couchid,  that  in  Cryllyanide,    . 
Thought  men  wold  of  purpofe  maki  ferch  ahd  feche, 
Men  fhuld  nat  fynd  in  al  thing*  a'knyfe  that  were  it 
liche;  3c6i 

And  more  opyh  prefe  than  mrmn^i  owii  knowleche 
Men  of  law  nc"  cter^iis  con  nat  tell  ne  tochc. 
Now  iith  wc  be  in  this  manerd  thus  fcrfotth  ago,  [to 
Th;n  were  fpcdfuU  ibr  to  know  how  Bcryn  cam  firfl 
ra/iriKf  VI.  Z 


266    TSt  ,Miicaji«TV  i^comotitmMmt  Mfc 

Have  pdfliBfl&>iiiie  of  the  knyft  tfchtMwfc|i>fciifci> 
his :  . .  ■  t ;  ..  i..i.    .  5c66 

To  yew  nnknowc  I  fliall  cnfourm  flititnofrilfajnil  wl 
Now  7  yere  and  paflU,  opo»  •Tu|iaii| « iv  .r-  -. 
In  the  Faffiann^wc^,  when  muA  hmmyk^^ .    . 
And  ufe  more  dBVodoDiie,  hStpig^nd^^nfm^^gojo 
Then  in  othir'tTineorieiMi  altli«7iifi,;:-  .     • 
This  Beryn'ifiidirnlich  woUarifiSyV  ^  . 
AndbarefbtegotodiirditoOiodffiaftnifi^.  V 
And  Uy  hymfelf  aloon  fiMlnltbiwm.#yfa^: ::.  ^4 
In  reverence  of  the  tyme,  aadriDwaAiBg  afMa^fti 
So  on  the  fiuneTnyfday  that  I  toCbf»itafti|ttl  [mwltt 
This  Beryn  refe  end  rayd  hyiB,  Md  .«•  tka  jddicfc 
And  menrelid  in  hii  hen  hiii  fiujin  Wfiiiiniii^ 
And  homward  went  ageyn  with  ditdit  aofaliafaa. 
Into  his  fadic's  chambir  fodenlich  he  nfcid,  .v : .  jolo 
And  fond  hym  ligg  fian  dede  oppon  the- Amail  nft* 
And  the  ch)thishalid  from  the  hied  aii)eyb   •.  :   (hid. 
Out,  alas!  qnod  Bcryn,  that  evir  I  Oi^  lUi  dcyl 
The  meyne  herd  the  ooLTe,  how  Becyn  xciBd  wba. 
And  cam  into  the  chamhir  al  that  therein  wni  3085 
But  the  dole,  and  the  forowe»  and  anguyih,  that  wu 
It  vaylith  nat  at  this  tymc  to  declare  it  here ;    [there 
But  Beryn  had  mufl  of  all,  have  ye  no  donte : 
And  anoon  they  fef  chid  the  body  al  aboute,       308^ 
And  fond  this  fame  knyfe,  the  poynt  right  at  his  hert 
Of  Beryn*s  fadir,  whofe  teres  gan  ootftert 

iThen  he  dr  owgh  ont  the  knyfe  of  his  &dir*t  wonnd ; 

hen  /landcdc  1  faw  hym  fall  down  to  the  ground 


I 


tbiubucrant's  second  tali,  lift.     %6f 

in  fight  of  the  xnoft  part  that  beth  with  hym  nowe 
here,  3C94 

And  they  afFcrmyd  it  for  foth,  asGefirey  did  them  Icre : 
And  yit  had  I  nevir  fufpeciouo  from  that  day  tyll 
noweth  [moweth 

Who  ded  that  carfed  dede,  tyll  Machyn  with  his 
Afore  yew  hath  knowlechid  that  the  knyfe  is  his; 
So  mat  he  nedis  anfwer  for  his  deth  ywis. 
When  Machyn  had  yherd  all  Gcffrey'is  tale      3  ico 
He  rofe  of  bench  fodenly  with  colour  wan  and  pale, 
And  fcyd  onto  Beryn,  Sir,  ageyn  the 
[  woll  plete  no  more,  for  it  wer  gret  pete 
To  combir  yew  with  anions  that  beth  of  nobill  kynde. 
Graunt  mercy!  Sir,quod  GciFrey;  but  yit  ye  (huUfynde 
Borowis  or  yc  pas,  amendis  for  to  make  3 106 

For  our  undewe  vezacioune,  and  gage  alfo  us  take 
Id  fign  of  fubmyifioune  for  your  injury. 
As  law  woll  and  refon,  for  we  woH  uttirly 
Procede  tyll  we  have  jugement  finall ;  3 1 1 0 

And  ther*for,  Sir  Steward,  what  that  evir  fall 
Delay  us  no  longer  but  gyve  us  jugement, 
For  triftith  ye  noon  othir  but  we  be  fullich  bent 
To  Ifope  for  to  wend,  and  in  his  high  prefence 
Rcherce  al  our  plees,  and  have  his  fentence ;      3 1 15 
Then  iholl  ye  make  fynys,  and  highlich  be  agrevid. 
And  as  fone  as  the  fteward  herd  thes  wordis  mevid, 
Refon,  ryght,  and  law,  fcyd  the  ileward  tho, 
Ye  mut  ncdis  have  wher  I  well  or  no; 


^\ 


THE  UEHCHANt's  SECOND  TALt,  iS^c,      %6^ 

They  talkid  of  the  RomeynvhowfotiU  they  wcr] 
To  aray  hym  like  a  fole  that  for  them  fbuld  anfwer. 
What  vylith  it,  quod  Hanybald,  to  angir  or  to  curs  f 
And  yit  I  am  in  ccrten  I  fhall  fare  the  wers 
All  the  dayis  of  my  lyfefor  this  day 'is  plediog,  3 150 
And fo  fhal  al  the  rcmaaunt ;  and  their  hondis  wr3rng9 
Both  Syrophanes  and  the  blynd,  the  woman,  and 
And  be  bet  avifid  er  they  eftfonys  pleyne,  [Machyn, 
And  al  othir  perfbnys  wythyn  this  cete  3^54 

Mell  the  les  wyth  Romeyns  whils  they  here  be ; 
For  fuch  anothir  fole  was  ne'vir  yit  yborn, 
For  he  did  naught  ellU  but  evir  with  us  fcora 
Tyll  he  had  us  caught  even  by  the  fliyoj 
With  his  fotill  wittis  in  our  own  grene. 
Now  woU  I  retourn  to  Beryn  ageyn,  3160 

That  of  hifi  grete  lukir  in  hert  was  right  feyne, 
And  fo  was  all  his  mcyne,  as  them  ought  welc^ 
That  they  wer  fo  delyverid  from  turment  like  to  hell, 
And  {ftaciully  relevid  out  of  ther  grete  myfchef. 
And  yfet  above  in  comfort  and  bouchef.  3 165 

Now  in  foth,  quod  Ucryn,  it  ntay  nat  be  denied 
N'ad.  Geffrey  and  his  witt  be  we  hadbe  diftroyid : 
Ithankid  be  Almyghty  God  omnipotent    - 
That  for  our  confolacioune  Geffrey  to  usfent! 
A  nd  ia  protell  opynly,  here  among  yew  alle,    3 1 70 
Half  my  good,  whils  that  I  ly  ve,  whatevir  me  befall, 
I  graunt  it  here  to  Geffrey,  to  gyve  or  to  fell. 
And  nevir  to  port  from  me,  yf  it  wer  his  wyl, 


%7t    t;ii»^ui«ndHrf»«MMnaB«n||^;  . 

Andfjf  othifflM«||ii  liiiii  Iw  WyiilwUfciiuii; 
Beryn  ikfmAMt  thifo»j  ffWli  flip  i  hey  t»Jgti> 
Whenail  wat^  ihe  wy«ifnnirthnioihfctHMirlew8i 
BeryD,  atBi|  li^  » i.ih  tfiMrtdj  iiiic**teiMrfi««» 
And  prey^tW—fccidi^Ayw—  ruiMiwend    JM^ 
Unto  the  worthy  Iflrdfliipef  Ifope,  cfatt  .y«a  ftod 
To  me  dMirari^Mifwui'tUy';iwiBofMp.y^ttoMcy,  • 
And  thanklqqBMf  hit  gyftiif^ 
To  morow  I^wdlfaej^hi^lMftftBialfi&y       S^jl 
Withthitllteicfim^Mdk  ttawf Jcbttb^tjil, 
For  nieBiidilm|r4ddbi|illiffiftainiaBri'f%  - 
Truftinymiif  ^iifchtfi— hfrthit  th— gU  i  «  A 
He  wol  nat  be  difplefid;  for  In  my  cmkmif^      3M* 
It  hath  ^«iiiJifetlRViAmr,ftMl||Wo tfaiM^, 
ThatyfftkMniil^kfiriditfoivfitiujn  A.   « 
Enytmacflpiifpftf. thttinifikUiqguii-J^  ?;   v/.' 
£r  he  appn>eMe^htt.pwfe«B^iiaJri|  h— l  Ai  hii  I— fe 

AfafifcfmditflBfdii«wcl»iom>JDdiiiibftBdv   '^345 

Tim  hi  iimjf  iiiimid  jui  wiihiiil  ilMliM^iiiiii <  [ 
Throughonivlltnirminrcliit  it  i»the  iMwvnince. 
7  hes  wyriuaiet  toke  their  leve  without  wordia  mo, 
Repey rin^  oato  libpCy  andalras  it  wat  do 
They  reherfid  redely,  and  &yiid  nevir  a  word,  3^50 
I'o  f  fope  'With  )»B'harona^.ther.  hcfat  at  his  horde, 
TalkyngfaftofRofnayn8,aBdof  their  high  pmdence, 
1'hat  iu  (b  many  daungers  made  fo  wife  defence. 
But  as  fone  as* Ifope  had  plcynlich  yherd  3154 

Of Beryn\gpTeriLaooce,  thatfirft  fefid  thcfwerd  « 


Tai  MiiieaAHT*8  si cond  taik,  Vfe.    %^% 

Afore  al  othir  prefentis,  hedemed  in  hjt  mxiide. 
That  Berya  wasycom.of  fomaobillkyndes[forgete; 
The  nyght  wsut.paft ;  the  raorowe  cam ;  Hope  had  joat 
He  chargit  barooft  twcif  with  Beryn  for.to  mete 
To  coad  bym  fafifaod  his  meyae ;  and  ai  perfuuitnyd 

was.  .i$a6<;> 

Thre  day  is  ther  they  fportid  hym  inmyrthand  fok^. 
That  throughe  the  wife iDflriuftiouoe of  Ocffirey  nyght 
Berya  plefid  Ifope  with  wordis  al  to  pay,     [<iiid  dey 
And  had  hym  fo  in  port  and  rn  governaunce 
Of  all  honeft  myrtliis  and  witty  daliaunce,         31^5 
That  Ifope  caO  his  chere  to  heryn  fo  groondly, 
That  at  Jafl  thcr  was  no  man  with  Ifope  fo  pry  vy, 
Refurting  to  his  (hippis,  comyng  to  and  fro, 
Thoroujrhc  the  wit  of  Geffrey,  that  cchc  day  it  fil  fo 
That  Ifope  coude  no  wher  chcre  when  Beryn  was  ab- 
So  Beryn  muft  nedis  eche  day  be  aftir  fent :      [fent ; 
And  chefc  he  waft  of  counfell  within  the  firfl  ycre, 
Thoroughc  the  wit  of  Geffrey,  that  eche  dey  did  hym 

lore.  3273 

This  Ifope  had  a  doughtir  betwene  hym  and  his  wyfc 
That  wa»  as  feir  a  creature  as  myght  here  lyfe, 
Wyfe,  and  eke  bountcvoufe,  and  benyng  with  all. 
That  heir  fliuld  be  aftir  his  dty  of  his  lordihippis  alle ; 
So,  fliortly  to  conclude,  the  mariage  was  made 
Betwene  hir  and  Beryn,  many  a  man  to  glade,  3279 
Saff  the  burgeyfis  of  the  town,  of  falihede  that  were 
But  they  wcr  cvir  hold  fo  low  ondir  fotc  [rote  : 
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And  wold  have  take  her  by  the  hond,  but  Ihe  awey 
did  brcydc,  3040 

And  with  a  grcte  fighing  thefe  wordis  fhe  feyd ; 
1'hat  ageyno  Beryn  (he  wold  pledc  no  more, 
But  gagid  with  too  borowis,  as  othir  had  do  tofore. 
The  ileward  fat  as  ilill  as  who  had  ihor  hit  hede. 
And  fpccialiy  the  pleyntifs  were  in  msrch  drcde :  3c  45 
Geffrey  fct  his  wordis  in  fuch  nianer  wile    ■ 
That  wele  they  wift  chey  myght  natfca(>e  in  no  wife 
Wi thout  hiTs  of  goodis  fur  damage  and  for  coft , 
For  fuch  wer  their  lawiswhcr  pleyntisweryloft.  3^49 
Geffrey  had  full  perie^te  of  their  euccmbirment, 
And  eke  he  was  iu  certen  that  the  ju^ement 
Shuld  pas  with  his  mailir;  whcrfor  he  anoon^ 
Soveren  Sirs,  he  feyd,  yit  mud  we  ferthir  goon,  [his 
And  anfwere  to  this  Machvii,  that  fcith  the' knife  iH 
That  found  was  on  Ucr^-n ;  tnt:r*of  he  feith  nat  am.ys.; 
And  for  more  pre£c  he  feith  in  this  mancru        3056 
That  here  ilonditii  prefent  the  fame  cotriere 
That  the  khyfe  made,  and  the  precious  (lonys  thre 
Within  the  haft  been  couchid,  that  in  Cryftyanitle, 
'J''houghc  men  wold  ot  purpofc  make  fercli  and  feche, 
Alen  (hu!d  nat  fynd  in  al  thing  a'knyfc  that  were  it 
liche;  3c6£ 

And  more  opyn  prefe  than  mann'.ys  own  knowlcchc 
AIcc  of  law  ne  rh^rkis  con  nat  tell  ne  tcchc. 
Now  l^ih  we  be  in  ihis  maiicie  thus  furfoith  af;o,  [to 
1  h;n  were  fptcfuli  I'or  ti»  know  how  lieryn  cam  fijil 
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